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At a period like the preseDt, when the press is teeming 
with nnnumbered publications in every branch of litera- 
tare, an apology for the following pages may perhaps 
be deemed necessary. The writer of these sheets, con- 
scious of his own inability, and the inefficiency of any 
excuse he might be able to alledge, would willingly omit 
such an introduction. The indulgence granted to an 
apologist, often claimed, has been but too often violated, 
he therefore requests permission entirely to decline it. 

To originality in the now beaten track of topogra* 
phicai research, he is aware that he possesses little or no 
claim, where almost every avenue has been closed against 
him by predecessors much better qualified than himself. 
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to iiiTestigate the history of the district described^ to 
explore its antiquities^ and to present the result of those 
enquiries to a discerning, and he may be permitted to add, 

an enlightened and liberal public, A compilation 

from the works of abler authors, and the result of his own 
personal observationn is nearly all therefore he has been 
enabled to offer ; requesting permission, however, to sug- 
gest, that his statements have always been derived from 
the most respectable authorities he could procure. 

The laborious and. voluminous SwiNi^EN has recoided 
so much of the annals of Yarmouth history^, that wilb 
the exception of the public buildings, and the more recent 
records of local events, little perhaps remains to be added. 
A brief and rapid sketch of the leading contents of that 
compendious volume^ with some few original additions, is 
all he has deemed it necessary to give in the departmeftt 
relating, to Yarmouth. 

In the Environs, a moae comprehensive task has been 
allotted ta him. Calstsr, Ormesby, and Scratbt, are 
submitted, with the additions since Blomefield'a time ; and 
tfa€ entire Half-Hundred of Lotuingland has furnished 
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him ¥PTtb matemls for the remainder of tlhe Tolmne; for, 
with the exception of the few scattered notices contained 
in Gilungwater's Lowestoft, and the still more cur- 
sory descriptions of KiRBY, the editor of the little volome 
now before the reader, is not aware that any detailed 
topographical account of that district has ever been 
submitted to the public. 

In performing this part of the work, his plan has uni- 
formly been to survey each of the villages as they 
presented themselves ; and in his descriptions, he has not 
scrupled to avail himself of every reputable authority 
that came under his notice. 

The manorial descents, where such have been given, 
have been compiled from extracts chiefly collected frdku 
the court books, dependant to a certain extent, as they 
all are, upon the paramount manor of Somerleyton. 

To the genealogical parts, much attention has been 
paid, and he trusts they will be found correct.-— The 
arms, monuments, and heraldical devices have been 
carefully noted; and in these also, he ventures to hope, no 
material inaccuracy will be discovered. literal errors 
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and imperfectioDs (and the editor is conscious there may 
be many) it is hoped the candid reader will excuse. 

To those gentlemen who have kindly assisted him 
with their communications, he begs to be allowed gene- 
rally to return his thanks, to the public, they are not 

the less due, for the liberal and handsome manner in 
which they have contributed to the support of his under- 
taking. 



GORLBSTON, 

The Eve of the Ascension^ 1826. 
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GREAT YARMOUTH. 



AT the eastern extremity of Norfolk^ in the 
hundred of East Flegg, is the town of GasAt 
Yarmouth, built upon the banks of the Yare 
and Bure, from the former of which it received 
its name. The word Yare is derived from the 
Celtic of lar, dsyrk, supposed to have been given 
to this River from the turgid appearance and dark 
hue of its waters. 

An estuary, in early times, evidently dissociated 
the eastern coast of the Iceni, extending itsejf 
on the north to Caister, Reedham, and Strump- 
shaw; and on the south to Gorleston, Burgh 
Castle, and Haddiscoe; and terminating at Norwich. 
It began to disappear early in the fifth century, 
and the sand coltecting near its entrance, was, by 
the action of the waters, formed into a bank, 
which, in process of time, enlarged itself, and be- 
came dry land above the reach of the tides. At 
this time two channels communicated with the 
oceant one running near Caister, and the other pas- 
sing by Gorieston: that at' Cluster, the principal, 
(and probably the only navigable river) was called 

B 



by the Romans Garibnis, near which they had 
erected a fortress, for the protection of the Sta- 
blesian horse, stationed there to guard the Saxon 
shore, and named by them Garianonum : the south 
channel was subsequeptly improved by the other 
blocking up mth sand and gravel, which was effec- 
ted by the violence of the north-east winds, thus 
compelUng the back waters to form their junction 
with the ocean further southward. 

Th^ exact situation of Garianonum, or the 
precise period of its erection, has never been ao- 
eurately ascertained,, and on these points authors 
have differed very nuiterially. Sir Henry Spelman^ 
in his Icenia, places it at Caister, but admits thai 
JBurghhas also a Roman appearance; and it has 
becQ remarked, that the Roman coins found at 
Caister, are more ancient than those taken up at 
Burgh» The same author also observes upon the 
Hoarshy and confined situatioQ of the latter; and 
urges that it must have been extremely ip^nv^ 
ntent for die excursions of horse, whUe that at 
Cisdster, standing upon an open plain, was attende4 
by opposite advantages. Sir Henry's opiniojqi 
has been combated with considerable success by 
the late ingenious Mn Ives^ iiHbo has ei^dei^r' 
voui^ to prove that Caister was only th^ summer 
camp of the Romans, to which they .ocqasioa;B^y 
yetired for shelter and conveoiencie : certain it is^ 
however, that the Romans occupied both stations^ 
and not unlikely at the same time, when a conunu- 
lication flight easily be kept up between them.. 
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Respecting the period in which these castles wer^ 
constructed, Swinden quotes a passage of Romui 
history, which he suggests may not a little condue^ 
to point out the date and purpose of their erectionu 
Claudius, the Roman emperor, with Aulus Plautiui^ 
his lieutenant, invaded and conquered several parts 
of Britain, and I'ctired from thence in th^ 44th year 
of the christian era, leaving Plautius to gov^iH titi 
newly-acquired subjects and subdue others Ihtit 
remained yet unconquered. Plautius, after the em* 
peror's departure, pursued his conquests with such 
success, that upon his return to R6me, be was 
honoured with an Ovation. In the meantime, it is 
presumed, some other Pro^Pr^Btar succeeded Imn, 
although not noticed by any of the Roman histo*- 
rians; " some years after,^' says Swinden, ^thatis, 
in the 9th of Claudius's reign, as we gather irom Ta- 
citus, Publius Ostorios Scapula being sent into Bri-- 
tain, fell uneiqiecte^ly upon the Britons, who had 
broken into the Roman conquests there, and having 
put great numbers of them to the sword and disper- 
«ed the resty to restrain them from making inroads 
for the fdture into the territories of the Romans or 
their allies, he built several forts upon the Severn^ 
the Avon, and the Nen, reduced that part of the 
island which lies south of those rivers to a Roman 
province; and for a further security, made Camalo- 
"dctnum (the royal palace of Cunobdine, now Mai* 
don in Essex) a military colony. This the Iceni 
could not brook, and therefore, being joined by the 
neighbouring nations, they raised a considerable 
army^ and encamped in an advantageous position, ia 



order to prevent the Romans froni penetrating; 
farther into the island. Ostorius, however, advan^ 
cing against them, after a most obstinate conflict, 
put them to flight, and pursued them i;^th great 
slaughter/^ 

Hence, infers Mr. Swinden, from this and many 
pther parts of history, it is apparent that the an- 
ciept Britons had no strong holds or fortified place3 
but such as the nati^td situation of their country 
afforded them, with sppie rude additional intrench- 
ments: and, that Ostorius was the first of the 

Romans who determined to build fbrts in Bri- 

> ..... 1 

tiun, as well to keep the conquered nations in 
subjection as to protect theni from any sudden inT: 
pursions of their enemies, well knowing that a peace 
made by constraint would ensure no permanent 
repose either to him or his troops;; and, as at this 
period the Iceni, whO;^ as Tacitus observes, had 
oefore of their own accord become Roman eon- 
federates, were entirely overthrown by Ostorius, 
we may reasonably presume, that to keep them 
in awe and subjection, several forts were erected 
in the^e parts, as Caister by Yarmouth, and the 
Garianonum or Burgh Castle, which were probably 
the first constructed, as commanding the prinppal 
avenue into the country of the Iceni. 

Little, if any, of the i^icient camp at Caister ^t 
present remains, although Spelman mentions the 
existence of a wall and fortification in his time; but 
whether Roman or otherwise could not be ascer- 
trained with any certainy. Its claim therefore to 
be considered the ancient Garianonum rests princi- 



felly npi^n the silent testimony of the Roman coins 
and other relics taken ap at different times near its 
fiite, while that at Bui^h, from its superior durabi- 
lity, appears calculated to point out with certainty 
to future ages the long disputed fact of its identity. 

Intimately connected as this fortress is with the 
subject of the following pages, it may not be im- 
proper to describe concisely its situation and ap- 
pearance. Built upon the slope of a rising hill, near 
the confluence of the rivers Yare and Waveney, in 
the County of Suffolk, it forms an irregular paral- 
lelogram. In the middle of the eastern wall, which 
is 14 feet high, 642 in length, and nearly 9 in thick- 
ness, is the Porta- PrsBtoria or principal entrance: 
the walls on the north and south are exactly the 
same height and breadth, and about half the length ; 
the western side is entirely open, and it is the 
opinion of Mr. Ives was never enclosed, for the sea 
at that time washing the foot of the hill, might be 
considered a sufficient barrier to any attempt made 
by an eneniy barbarous and undisciplined as the 
Iceni, wholly destitute of ships, and almost every 
idea of mural fortification. The walls are flanked 
by six round towers of solid masonry, four on the 
eastern side, and one at each of the north and south 
corners, the latter of which is fallen down nearly 
entire. These towers do not appear exactly coeval 
with the building, to which they are only slightly 
joined, and were probably not added until after the 
walls were built; but they are notwithstanding 
strictly Roman in their appearance. Secure within 
their walls from the hostile attacks of the Britoas, 



6 



the invaders reposed theilisclves In tents and radi 
other habitations as their leisure and materials en- 
abled them to construct, and observed in the dispo- 
sition of their troops within the area, the greatest 
order, enforced by tlie strictest discipline. The 
camp was probably divided, according to the Ro- 
man custom, into two parts, the upper and the 
lower. In the upper partition was a circular space^ 
somewhat elevated, called the Pr^etorium, where 
were the pavilion of the General, the tents of the 
Imperatores Contiibemales or young gentlemen^ 
who attended the army for experience; and the 
AuGURALK, a space assigned for the performance 0f 
prayers, sacrifices, and other public offices. On thie 
right of the Prietorium stood the Qtuestoriumf 
where the QuiEsroa or treasurer was lodged, and 
near at hand the Forum^ which served at onioe 
for the meeting of councils and the distribution of 
provisions. The lower part was occupied by .t|le 
tents of the inferior officers and common soldieTB, 
the centre of which, being the most honourable sitii- 
ation was assigned to the former. Between ^le 
two partitions of the camp, in about the middle of 
the area, was included a small spot of ground^ called 
the Principiaf where the statues of the gods were 
fixed, together with the military ensigns. The field 
to the east has been considered the burial place of 
the Roman soldiers, arid there a vast number of 
coins have been and still continue to be found, wiih 
fragments of earthen urns. About two years since 
a small vessel was^discovered, supposed to bavQ 



been x^sed in sacrifices^ a battle-axe, and various 
other relics of Roman workmanship. 

This fortification is certainly one of the most 
perfect and considerable of its kind in the kingdom, 
and occupies, including the walls, five acres, two 
roods, and a half. 

After the retirement of the Romans, who had 
been recalled by the intestine wars of Italy, Britain 
became open to the incursions of the northern na- 
tions, particularly the Saxons, a warlike people of 
Germany. The sand-bank at the entrance of the 
estuary, as before noticed, had become dry, Miien 
in 495, Cerdic a Saxon prince, and Cenric his son, 
with a considerable body of men, whqm lie had" 
transported in five ships, landpd on this bank, and 
having put the Britons, who had courageously at- 
tacked them, to flight, the victorious invader, to 
commemorate his conquest, named the sand Cerditt 
Shore, where fully establishing himself, after a cruel 
WBT with the Iceni, he departed westward, in tjie 
pursuit of further conquests. 

When the Saxons had properly fixed themselves^ 
trade and commerce began to be better attended 
to, and Cerdic shore, commpdiously situated at the 
confluence of three rivers, the Yarc, the Bure, and 
the Waveoey, became a station of too much impor- 
tance to be overlooked. They, in consequence, built 
a town upon the moist marshy ground on the west 
side of the river, which they called, in the Teutonic 
language, Jiermud or Garmudy that is, Yermouth or 
Yarmouth : about this time also, Cerdic sand; now 
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quite firm, was much resorted to by fishermen of 
the Cinque Ports^ during the herring season, the 
place haying been found convenient for drying nets 
and salting fish, which were here caught in great 
abundance* Huts and tents were at first erected as 
temporary places of residence, to protect them from 
the weather, until the inhabitants of the western 
side, induced to remove by the insalubrious air and 
unhealthy state of the marshes, begun to build more 
substantial habitations. This example was quickly 
followed by others, and as the population increase^ 
it became necessary for them to have persons of 
constituted authority among them, to decide in 
controversies daily arisil^g respecting the landing 
and sale of fish, as well as any other occasional, 
dispute. To this end, certain port reeves or bailifib 
were sent by the barons of the Cinque Ports, inves- 
ted with the nedessary powers, but they staid only 
forty days during the herring season, viz. from 
Michaelmas to Martinmas. Subsequently a free 
fair was fixed, and a burgh (or ancient fortress) 
founded, for the mutual defence and greater secu- 
rity of the inhabitants against the lawless descents 
of pirates, to which their vicinity to the sea and 
exposed situation rendered them unavoidably liable. 

The town now increased rapidly, and spread itself 
to the north: the first houses are said to have been 
built near a spot now called Fuller's-hill, which 
tradition says was named after the founder, one 
Fuller, a fisherman or merchant. A chapel is re-^ 
corded in domesday book to have been here, in the 
Confessor's reign, dedicated to Saint Bennett^ 







standing on tbe denes, considerably north of tbe 
present town, in which was placed a chaplun^ wlio 
said masses for the souls of fishermen and others 
lost on the coast : at this early period the town 
contained seventy burgesses. About the conquest^ 
the haven began to stop up, and the inhabitants^ 
following its course, extended their buildings in a 
southeily direction nearer the south channel, which 
now became the most navigable river. A churdl 
and priory were founded by Herbert De LozingSy 
Bishop of Norwich, then Lord Chancellor of Eng^ 
land. The former was said, in the dark ages^^tQ 
have been extremely- solemn and splendid, and th6 
monks of the latter enjoyed a great reputation fov 
sanctity and devotion. The church stands neajf 
FoUer's-hiU, , and is encomp^issed by; the tow^ 
wall on the north, although it was probably in thQ 
most populous part of old Yarmouth attbe daAe.pf 
itj^ erection. [ 

In- the nStrth year of • King : Hemy I^ a ma^ 
^trate was invested with the government of the 
town, and styled, in the Norman language, (then in 
general luse) Le Provost. Under these officers the 
management of Yarmouth continued upwards of a 
century, until it was incorporated by King John, ia 
the ninth year of his reign : Yarmouth wa» thus 
btoinght into notice, created a free burgh, and invest, 
ted with certain privileges, on payment to the King; 
and his beirB4 of an annual fee farm or rent of £bb 
for ever. This era, is by far the most important in 
the burgh history, for, from tins period Iheir conse-, 
quenoe was derived, and their interests advanced. 
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By this charter many valuable privileges were graf- 
ted, which at present continue to be enjoyed. The 
town^ at this time very populous, made considerable 
j^rogress in commerce, and the inhabitants, as was 
customary in those days, formed themselves into 
'Guilds or associations, for the protection of trade, 
the punishment of guUt, and other determinate pur- 
poses. Many of these societies were established in 
Yarmouth, and several religious houses subsequently 
endowed. In the reign of Henry III. the Frands- 
cans or Grey Friars had a convent in or near that 
^art of the town, now called the New Broad-row, 
ibunded, as Speed says, by Sir William Gerbri^^, 
knight, and baiUff of the burgh. It had many 
benefactions, and flourished until the reformadoa; 
when, in 1541, the whole site and predhct of this 
convent were granted to Thomas Lord Cromwell 
and Sir Richard AfVilliams> with the buildings apper- 
tmning thereto: they were afterwards the property 
of the Corporation,, who, in I657> sold them for 
«£2,60Q; 

A religious house of Friars De Sacco, or, as they 
are generally termed, Dominicans, was founded 
sibott the close of the same reign by Greoffrey De 
Pikgrin and TEiomas Fastolph, dedicated to Saint 
t>ominie, the founder of the order r the Priory 
Church was built in 1880, and burnt m 1525. This 
house was situated in the south end, near Friar V 
Lane, which obtained this appellation from it» 

* The custom of holding Guilds had its ori^n in the old. Saxon 
law, and was so named from Ghilden or Ohelden^ to pay, because 
each member contributed something: towards the support of tha 
community. 
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wicwity to the Priory, and is frequently styled, ift 
old deeds, the Black Friar's Convent.* 

In the twelfth year of the same King Henry, a 
contest arose between the inhabitants of this bui^h, 
and those of Little Yarmouth and Gorleston. 
Little Yarmouth, at this period, was divided into 
two parts j North Town and West Town, and nume- 
rously peopled. The animosity subsisting betweea 
the burgh and this place had been of long duration, 
and was conducted, at this time particularly, with 
the greatest acrimony by boHi parties 3 and although 
every precaution was taken to dieck and confine 
this spirit, it yet continued, at. intervals, to break 
out with renewed violence. The cause of Urn 
dispute was as follows. 

From the date of King John's charter, by 
which the burgesses were invested with sole 
government, the town had flourished exceedingly^ 
and their neighbours in consequence became jealous 
of their power, and, perhaps, foresaw their future 
greatness. Roger Fitz Osbert, however, then war- 
den of the manor of Lothingland, landed some 
goods, and took certain customs in the port, to 
which he was not entitled, in direct c^poidtlon to 
the chartered liberties of the burgh, which, as w6 
may anticipate, the burgesses greatly resented, and 

* A curious common seal, deserying^ particular noticei apper- 
tained to this Priory, an engraving' of which is ^reserred in thje 
4}entleman^s Magazine. II is of an oyal shape. In the front of the 
Priory are three figures standing in niches, representing the Virgin 
Mary crowned, and holding the Infant Christy on her right hand ap- 
pears the Prior, and on her left a'Bishop habited ; bieneath is a river 
Hi which fishes are swimming under aa arcb5 and i^bove a^tar and 
•crescent, with a legible scroll. 
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irere detenained to resist. The contest at last roso 
80 high^ that the king caused an inqmeition to ex- 
^unlne 4he pretessiona jof both parties^ and to make 
<|i,pr^er report of Jibe same, whioh was accoFdmgly 
4oiie, and a verdict ibnnd that '^ the haven ci Yar- 
onouKhappertiuneth of right to the burgesses, and 
•tihiit^all.wa.re8 and merohandiaes ought to be unla- 
id^ and ;8old there;" but reserving a right to ;Uie 
jjothin^i^aid side^^of importing lesser .wares and ndcr 
4uals, at ithdr option • This decree.endedtiieiiiatter, 
Witil<Kiii^ Hemy, exchanging the fee farm of Yar* 
mouth whh John de BaUoI, (one of the Scottidi 
wojbIl ffomily) far some lands in Cheshire, ocea^ 
mmed afiedi dispute tvith the people of GUurJeston, 
respecting the landing of goods there, .whii& was 
^^onsidered higUy prejudiciid to the interests of the 
JJii^^igH) the trade of ivhich then principally con-r 
sisted in ciiring jGish. To prevent this, the burgesses 
jpetitioned Henry for a new charter, which they sue- 
jqqeded in obtauwig; ^xkd by which it was provided, 
ji^t ^ wares, as well as fish, should be sold at Yar- 
^o,\ith by the Importer, whether ^^shipped or 
ptherwise, ai^d at j;he same time recommending it 
|;o he strictly enforced. At this time, also, anotitier 
jpj^arter was petitiojcied for a^d obtauied, namely i^ 
^^ arresfentur nid, or charter of debtor and jcre- 
ditor, granted to protect the persons and property 
;6f the biurgesses firom arrest, in any part of the 
J^ng4om, for any debt, for which they had not 
made themselves principal sureties, an operation 
of the law at that time very comnion. The same 
mouarch, by another charter, a few years after- 
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wards, gave them Hbeity to have a gaol, for the 
liecurity of lualeSACtors and prisoners. 

In the reign of Edward I., Thomas Fiastolph 
&»unded an hospital, and dedicated it to the Virgin 
Mary. William Gerbrigge, a burgess of this town, 
by his will, dated 1277^ added an annual sum for 
|he support of two priests. It maintained two chap- 
lains, eight brethren and eight sisters, and had fre- 
quent benefactions from sereral pious andeharitable 
pe^onsinllietown. Before 1392, eighteen houses 
ireite given to this hospital; and, about a century 
|d%erwards, John, Bishop of Ely, granted an iMdul^ 
gence of £»rty days to all persons assisting in the 
i^paration and support of the same. Many other 
bequests were subsequently added, and at the dis- 
solution, we£nd it, in the Valor EcclesiasHcusy valued 
;at {£4. 13s. 4d. In 1653, the Corporation, who 
^re the trustees of this house, purchased some lands 
in the county of Tipperary, in Ireland^ part of the 
estates forfeited in the rebellion, and shortly after- 
wards, they converted the building into a workhouse 
and grammar school, the latter for the education 
Qnd sc^pport of 30 boys and 20 girls, who are after- 
wards apprenticed to some business or to the sea, 
and in the latter case they are taught navigation. 
The building has been modernised and adapted to 
Its present purposes. In the east end is a long 
room, now forming part of^the workhouse, and 
used for a dining room, but formerly the cbapel of 
the hospital: it is upwards of one hundred feet in 
length, low, and extremely narrow. In the south 
waH, immediately on the right of the entrance door, 
in a small niche, is a stone cup, used in catholic 
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times, to contain the sprinkling water, and the only 
vestige now remawing indicatire of the foimer 
application of the place. 

The grammar school is under the inspection of 
certain members of the Corporation, appointed for 
the purpose ; and the workhouse, capable of. con- 
taining more than four hundred persons, is directed 
by the overseers. 

Here were also two leper houses, both near the 
north entrance, one of «which stood without the 
wallff, but their exact site is now unknown. Some 
alms-houses are still preserved, supposed to have 
formerly appertained to these charities, and at pre- 
sent ocpuiHied by the parish poor, as residences for 
Hfe or good behaviour. 

Hie Carmelite Friars had a convent in the north 
end of the town, the foundation of which is ascri- 
bed by Tanner to King Edward I. A patent was 
given them, in 1378, to enlarge their precinct, which 
they carried into execution, and flourished until 
160O, when a destructive fire broke out in the con- 
vent, which it destroyed, with aU the adjoining buU- 
dings. Several of the benefactors of this house are 
recorded to have been buried within its walls. 

King Henry III. considered Yarmouth a place 
of so much importance, that, if captured,. it would 
be the key to the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
which it in a great measure commanded; to pre- 
vent this, therefore, in 1260, he granted the bur- 
gesses his letters patent to fortify the town with a 
wall and moat, and to use every precaution in their 
power to secure themselves against a foreign enemy. 
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Notwithstanding the necessity of the act, the 
fortifications were not at this period begun, probar 
bly from the great expence that would be incurred 
in the execution of the plan, as well as a determined 
opposition offered to it by the party animosities 
and private feuds of the inhabitants, which, unhapr 
pily, for a time, formed a sufiScient cheek to the 
operation of the charter. It was not until the 1 3th 
of Edward I. that the walls were commeneed^ They 
began with the north-east tower, afterwards called 
Kin^ Henry's tower, at the comer of St. Nichplas's 
chuit^h yard, which they barely enclosed ; the work 
was pursued with alacrity, which, however, did not 
long continue, probably through the great.pressure 
of the times, and other causes not at this ii^mote 
period to be accounted for, although j;h^ inhabitants 
were empowered, for support of the wqvk, to qollect 
within their jurisdiction, a certain tax or murage, 
assessed upon the inhabitants, in lieu of the. pei^so- 
nal service anciently performed by the common 
peofde in repairing works of the like nature, termed, 
in old deeds, murorum operatio. Matty ^rivat^ col- 
lections were made, and much assistant '^eh, b^ 
the neighbouring people, who tboi fcoisidertfble 
interest in itsexecutlon. An effecttidl' fnterrupti6ri 
was given to their proceedings bjr th(& drfeMfiil' 
plague jof 1349, which raging with* the utmost vio- 
lence within tbe walls, carried off lipWards^ cyf. Seven* 
thousand persons, and almost depopulated 'the town'; 
their commerce ,was, consequently, much "retardedv* 
and their murage brought very low, TTie dreadful 
effects of this visitation were felt verytofag after^ 
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wards^ and reduced liiem to the necessity of aban- 
doning^ for a time, the fortifications. Their labours 
were at length resumed^ for in the 11th year of 
Edward III.^ they had extended the walls to the 
Black FrIarSj in4;he south end^ and afterwards to the 
nordi-west tower, where they finished the bnildhigf 
A moat was then thrown ont, encompassing tiie 
whole^ which they were extremely: careful to pre^ 
serve and deepen, asr we obserre fh>iii the many 
fines upon record leyied upon sundry persons for 
thromng in stones and rubbish, tendii^ to ckoak 
up the ditch. So deep was this moat, that boat9 
could pass toany part of the walls: with their la* 
ding, and bridges were erected ayer it at each of 
thegates. 

A castle was' also built, but at^ what* ttmer 
does not exactly appear, most' likely aboiit 1830/ 
Its site was near St. George^s Chapel; In 1563, it 
underwent some repurs, but the whole was de<^ 
stroyed within sixty years afterwardi^^ 

The compass of the town wall measured 2238 
yards, haying ten gates and sixteen towers; of the 
former, the north and south were the most remark- 
able. The north gate was flanked on either side by 
square towers, of curious workmanship^ and tradi- 
tion say/s, was erected at the expence of persons 
employed in the revolting though necessary oflSce of 
interring the dead during the plague, by which they 
^miassed considerable sums of money, Tfais gate 
was tsUcen down in 1807^ to improve the entrance 
into the town> before which it was narrow, and, 
perhaps, a little inconvenient. Its venerable ap- 
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it i&, perhaps, to b^ji^^Ue^^ that tfaia utfiffi^s^fify^ 
Yes%ise of military a,rcl4tef3tu7^ w{p» i^pved^ a£^ 
staodiaga unimpaiFeil by t^9^ during the Uqji^, of 
00 many ages. Tlie sontb gate, 4ifferiiig in ar^- 
tecture, presetted two round towers, of great buIk 
stance, embattled^ and slightly ornamented, flanl^g 
a square ctirtain, beneath which was the ak*ch. 
This gate followed thie fate of the former^ for slmf^ 
lar reasohs^ In 18t2. The most peifect towei^^o# 
l^tahcBng 1^ the south-ejELst, which JBke <hal^iA thi^ 
ndrth-west comer, is semicircular^ haVib]^ Itei ^7 
ameter next the wall, and projectiiig o^tiv^^u:^ 
beyond the rampart. It was used prob^Iy foi' ad 
exploratory tower, and is quite . en^jre^^ c^e^ueh^ 
with blac]£ and grey flints afterna^fy: the gpiMp 
floor has been rendered habitable; aoi^ ^e aplu|;^- 
ments above are used as a warehoyse. . . .' 

Yarmouth continued t^y^ fQ^jd^ej^ for §. ge^f^ 
of years, until the iptrodmetioii Qf eai^p^a fn^^ ijt 
necei^sary to improye thQ fvf^rl^^^.whifth WIMI.pa]|^ 
^icularly ^aUjed for in ^^ 39th jm M Hm¥7 
yill., when war wa$ deoUki^ ^gjaioM I^wm? 1^ 
Scotland;^ and m ipTasion hauriy A|ipr?liwivli^v .4 
i^ecial comxoission wa9 acp^rdia^y 4i|*ec^ tA-ll^ 
Duke of Norfolk, to examfoe it^0 iC^1^lMtiM% :W4 
report the static of the mofi\ 1!\M Duke Mm itfl 
Yarmouth, a^ pei^pnaUy ii|spiM)t^ ^^ AfS^imfH 
Peeming them ii|SQQurie, h^ pndered lb«. gapdmn 
outside to be laid open, and tbe wajUi^ i^npiplre^ 
with earUij whfch IJie aoeonqplisbed in a &w WMlt;£f» 
and pronott^qed the towAmffioiwfly MMiM agaiwt 
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defBcent or bombardment by the enemy. Additionsl 
wdrks were added by the townsmen, in the reign of 
Queen Mnry; who, dividing themselves into parties^ 
laT^onred three days in every week, mitil their com- 
{»ieti<mv which toAkplace only a short time previous 
to the intended Spanish invasion^ in 1589. 

' In this threatened year, to prevent the enemy's 
vessels from sailing up the Yare, a moveable bar- 
rier wa^ constructed across the stream, opposite the 
^uth.end of the town, and strictly commanded to 
be. shut, as the tides fell, and entirely closed during 
the, night;, thus forming an effectual impediment 
0/tne entrance of ships and boats into the upper 
baveiij 'without the ktiowledge of the townsmen : 
the Whole cost of this apparatus^ was aSl07' 15s. 
A wilk wfts made upon the ramparts, and a mount 
afterwardis throtvn up above the wall, on the west 
side of the south gate, and several pieces of can- 
iioh placed thereon, to scour the roads, and repel 
any attack by sea. Another mount was subsequent- 
ly raided, and called the new mount, near St. 
George's chapel, both of which are at present 
remaining, but the former has been considerably 
levelled: the expense of these works was very con- 
^erable. And, in order to asast the burgesses, the 
Coilrt at Greenwich, sent a charge, 9th June 1588, 
directed to the Deputy Lieutenants of Norfolk and 
Sufiblk, empowering them to levy a subsidy within 
their counlies and the city of .Norwich, and to 
apply the money raised thereby in defraying the 
expenses of the fortifications at Yarmouth; but 
recommending the deputies to collect the same^ 
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rather by way of contribution^ than the fordble 
impo^tion of a direct tax. These instructions, were 
eomplied with, the subsidy was levied, and produ'- 
ced upwards of ^1300, which proved a very sea-, 
sonable relief. Finally, every precaution was, 
taken to secure the town, and neither puns nor 
expense spared by the burgesses, who, as well as 
the common .people, were particularly active at th]3 
momentous period. 

In addition to the fortifications on land, a 
warlike ship was fitted out, solely at thdr owii 
expense, to umoy tlie enemy at sea, and the com- 
mand of her given to an experienced captain. The 
vessel was named the ^^ Grace of God ** ; and an 
agreement was entered into with her commander, 
that im prizes taken by him should be divided 
into three equal parts, one to be given to the town, 
and another to the ship, and the third to the crew: 
it does not however appear that any prizes, worth 
mentioning, were ever taken by her. 

Yarmouth, upon all occasions, assisted the go- 
vernment with ships and men, from the earliest 
periods, and ever appeared foremost, in cases of 
emcirgency, to second the views of the monarch, 
and particularly to defend his coasts from any at- 
tack by sea. THas extraordinary loyalty seems 
at first a little surprizing, but is easily to be ac- 
counted for. King John, having incorporated 
and granted it several valuable privileges, became 
extremely popular, not only with the burgh, but 
"vnth the maritime towns similarly situated through- 
oat England^ and they, in consequence, attached 



itLmSitriik U'ViA iti^ii^; HM tbosi^ of such of 
m;Svi(i^^iM^ tl^toWlahneA to j^tect and notice 
t^im, vAMi «bti iteotttA^ha on thdr parts nataralljr 
iSiMHSiitiied fo io, VireA^nt^\i^g their imp^if^nceln 
ilili^MSiig commerce; and thteit ability to pr<H;ect 
ttb's&ihe'lrbm foreign eniiibSes. 

. !/J%Ptmtlistwdiiig; the mutual co-operation sub- 
asting between tliis burgh and the Cinque Por(;Sj^ 
in state affairs^ much dissatisfttctioh prevailed be- 
tweeii iSiiiA, in the recoghition of their private 
Kt^^efifCd, ^ c^eHy'i^^i^peMing tiie liberties the latter 
eke^&fedWiihiiif th^ jurisdlc^ 6f the fdrmer, and 
fh^ iriteiteireiKfe iv^Ch the i^eg^ations of the free 
nSr. 'BeveM ihqtti^dM 'w6te taken, by i*dyal au- 
lK<^/%r '(^hiiiiiHn^ ttto/and l*edreg^ing Ih^ 
iS^tk sd often bt^ahing Mts btit of so litt^ avail 
vHe^ethiy.mtln tlie25«h year of Edward I., an 
ijpi^ti^^^^ who says 

^ihiit tfie "Kihig passing into Tlahders, to tihe iassist- 
ance of the EaH 'ttierebf, agunst the King of 
Branch beinjg no sooner on landj hut the mto of 
the'^-Porfti^ and those -of Yamiiouttiy 'tlmnigbiMi 
Md^rurilge long' di^p^ding between them, fell toge* 
tftmrriqmi the sea>- andfougfaitiwitii sachfury, -t^at 
BfirtwithstQiidiBg ilie Klilgf's Conmumdmeiit to the 
eonlomry, twentT^fite ships^of Yatlnoiiidk and their 
putaicenr were bimit. '^ /In tldHrdesp^nite enoounn 
ted^ mf^rir Yarmivath laeii were - killed, and goods 
torthe) tafcieoC \iSl5rjS56 were taken an^ destroy*^ 
ed^' biltTBeare t^ridbyMansfaip^ (an anctenii Yar^ 
Hriqrpitfii^Mstotian) thot^aigr^ reqmtal wias not 
lBiit^>afler .Bnd^^^iiyliiermeiioQf this burgh, against 
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tills Portsnlen/' These dsagreements contintied 
imti)! Queen Ettoabedi adjusted matters^ to the 
sai^Bfiielion of both parties, after a quarrel of 
iMg duration, much hlopddied, and great loes of 
pfVijierty • " 

In the same King Edward's reign, Yarmouth 
had the appellation df Great added to it, to dis- 
^aguish it from Little Yarmouth in Sufiblk : hence 
in all subsequent charters, and other public instru- 
mentis, it is written Magna Jememutha. 

lathe r^ign of Edward III., a new controversy 
lurose, -b^tweea the bui^h and the inhabitants 
of Little Yarmouth and CUNrleston, who were te- 
ttai^s of John De Bretaigne, Earl of Richmond, 
a^d lord (If the half hjaudred of Lothingland. This 
dispufte, i^ilar to that with Fitz O^bert, originated 
inih&hav^n, vis., in the Earl's exacting tolls 
from^ ships disdiai^ing their cargoes atGorleston„ 
and landing provisions there, thus depriving Yar- 
mouth of the accustomed duties payable thereon. 

The Earl laid claim to one half of the haven^ 
and the liberty of holding a fair and market, as 
well as to. tmaffic with foreign vessels on their ar- 
riif«ilintfae rirer, wllbUy independent cif the bur- 
gesses, and in direct oppoi^tioin to thrir charter of 
Henry IIL, which decreed to the contrary; Hecon^ 
tonded that the half himdred of Lothingiaod waa 
lin ancient ^domesne of^e crown, and therefore it 
was lawful for him to traffic there, as his predeces- 
sorS'had^done, by ancient prescription and posges- 
(ion, from the time of Canute and King Hawld. 
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The barges6es> on the othei; hand, appealed to 
their several grants and charters, and insisted upon 
coniplianee with the ordinances contained therein, 
which the Earl as resolutely resisted. Both parties 
were in consequence ordered to exhibit their pre* 
tensions before the Bishop of Winchester, then 
Lord Chancellor of England, whp, by command 
gf . the King, made a personal visit to Yarmouth, 
assisted by some other Lords, and inspected the 
premises ; when after an impartis^ hearing, judge- 
ment was given against the Earl and his tenants, 
and the rights of the adverse party were fully es- 
tablished. The King confirmed the decision by a new 
charter, in the sixth year of his reign, called the 
charter of confirmation. Thus were these disputes 
ended for a time, until the twelfth of Elizabeth, 
when they were renewed about a small piece of land, 
on the south side of the haven*s mouth; it was how- 
ever, happily compromised; and as a part of the 
conditions, the foot-ferry across the Yare was 
ceded to the manor of Gorleston, to which it at 
present remains annexed. 

Notwithstanding the frequent accommodations 
that had taken place, the spirit of party dissafis- 
fiEu^ion at times manifested itself, and occainoned 
much inconvenience to persons concerned, when in 
the 16th and 17th years of Charles IL, to prevent a 
renewal of them at any time hereafter, an act was 
passed for the settlement ol^all differences; and in 
the 20th year of the same monarch, the town of 
Little Yarmouth, which had been united to Gorles- 
ton, in the 36th year of Henry VIIL, was, by the 
the King's letters patent, finaUy incorporated with 
the burgh. 
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HHbmrto the historf of TarmofitB has pre^ 
rented us wtth nothing but a continued chMn of 
litigation and difficulty; for they ^were not only 
inrolved in the perpetual disputes before mentioiiied, 
but also with the people of the adjoining village of 
Caister. Of the two havens, communicating with 
the ocean, in the reign of Edward the Confessor, 
that to the norths flowing between Yaimouth and 
Caister, was called the Cocklewater, or Grub's 
haven; trnd for a series of years^ formed the boun- 
dary between Ae two places, until cboaliing up^ 
and in the end ceasing entirely to flow, the boundary, 
in thcf course of time, was lost; so that in after ages 
a question presented itself, as to the exact quantity 
of land belonging to the two places, upon the pas- 
turage of which they could not agree. This forget- 
fulness of the land-mark might, in a great measure^ 
be ascribed to the carelessness of the bailifls, who 
were frequently amerced for neglecting annually to 
perambulate the town limits, the omission of which 
gave to the people of Caister an opportunity to 
enter upon their property, and invade their rights, 
of which we may easily apprehend they were not 
slow in availing themselves. The first open nature 
was in the 23th of Edward I., when the townsmen 
were attached to answer Hugh Bardolf, lord of one 
the manors of Caister, for having taken away his 
goods, to the value of jf 40, &c. The defendants, 
however, contended, that the alleged trespass was 
committed within the limits of Yarmouth ; and thb 
answer the plaintiffs not being aUe fiiUy to disprove^ 
the dispute was, at that period, amicably adjusted s 
bat new matter of contention was shortly afters 
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eanrying off and io^ouiidliig <a|d« (Nin YannoudH 
and other petly tceqmaiefi^ Ifhkh Ibe lalfler retf^ 
Jiatedupon Aem by fiofisu fat d»e l^th yeac ^f 
Ifeiiry yill.| a more serious deforediitiM wa4?. ^om^ 
mittedl^ for a lai^ party from Gatnt^r arming th^m* 
selves,^ asaemhled riotously npim th6. Uufd, in dkipiiife^ 
and dispossessed the baiiiffii o€ the whole, of the 
premises^ cpitsisUng of about 400 acares^ belwei^ 
the Codilewater and the Stone cross t tbift vio^^eie 

• 

was still ftirthet- augment^, bjr a muUHude of per*^ 
sons carrying off large qjOBintitite ^ woeok^. from 
within the same limits, in little mbre thaaa a inonUt 
afteirnwrds. Acts of sncti open, hostility eatted for 
Immediate redress, and the attention of tilie mag^ 
trates was of isonrse directed towards it. . Present^ 
ments were made of these trespasses^ andotheir 
means taken tfi.preTenI; tin^m, bQtpr(Mil^lttofieo4 
tnal, icomplaiiit wjis made to the Did:e of NorfoUc^ 
then surveying the fortiflcations at Yarmouth, who 
promised to intercede with his Majesty in tiieir he* 
half, and hare the ground of contention propetiy 
inquired into. A eommission was granted^ in tho 
37th of Henry VUL, for that purpose, and in the fol-^ 
lowing year it was decided between the buif esses 
of Yarmouth, and Sir William Paston, on the part 
of Caister, that a ditch diould be thrown out in the 
middle, between the two places, the east part of 
which was to be mmntained by the bui^sses^ aiMl 
the west by Sir William; a cross was then marked 
on each side of the fence, and ordered to be kept 
open, and rails were erected, which continued^ntil 
the present causewity was made by act of pftrBa- 
ment, in 1712. 



2$ 



About the year 157S, the town wa» opoa the eve 
of being plunged into another law contest, had not 
the object in Yjew disappeared as suddenly a» i% 
was in itself singularly uncommon. Apart of th^ 
Scroby sand, which rises in the ocean three miles 
north of Yannuuth, having become dry, was eo-i 

yered with verdant grass, and the abode of nu- 

^^ ill 

merptts sea fowl. In the summer seasoui fdhe people 
of Yarmouth resorted there in parties of pleasure | 
and two years after, the bailiffis took formal pos- 
session of the island, giving an el^ant ^ter-^ 
tainment upon the occasion, which is recorded- in 
the court roll of that year. The claim was resisted 
by Sir Edward Clere, then lord of the manor of 
Scroby, who conceiving himself entitled to it, as 
parcel of that manor, erected a frame of timbei^ 
thereon, in testimony of his title* The acquisition 
of. this island was the more valuable, as from its 
proximity to other sands, stranded goods of great 
value were frequently lodged upon it by the currents^ 
and preserved. This happened particularly in 15&2^ 
when some silks, wax, and other rich merchant 
4ise, were discovered, and carried to Yannouthj^ 
but claimed by. Sir Edward. T^e burg^esses however 
would not consent to deliver them, and the parties 
were upon the point of obtaining a legal.decisioi^ 
vpon the question, when a heavy gale of wind 
springing up from the eastward, caiised the tide tb 
rage with such violence, that in one night, the 
whole island disappeared, leaving the dismayed and 
astonished controversialists not a; fbot of had to; 
dispute abont. 



Ildfeifaik clmrl:^ vi ihaititiiiiiiii^ a hifeAi tt b{M% 
iii^astxre oiKng^ perhaps^ to tb^ leret <^ tbe ad^ 
IditibI croast^ HM scanty ftcrtir of tv^fer, M^iTiif flrt 
if^hii^f^ sprfn^ lSdei^3 and olliei< naMHirat cAimi. 
vRkeit iSse hbrth dbann^I K^ entirtSif McNike^ U^, 
^hcl the blatid Waters could uid^ lefffg^ ffii6M»^ 
ifiemselvies iUrdti^h ||s m^ans Into ifhe c^My ih^ 
f^ere ficlwferfiilly iinpeUed into the MtitH tMnn^Ii 
fv^cb distaibodied itself fik)metMtig te^rc^ tbw fimt 
f^es tb, tb« ibutlttr^rd of tf^ )ftesetti Mvth^ BfiH^ 
pie iHtie tittage of Netrton,* (then hflbg cofif 
ti^ons to Ct]lrtdn]| wkete i^e fln4 thei^ Wte Mfi^ 
etit i^&ce, tetttrfeen the bottom of the clilR &ft4 
^il Bek, JPo]^ the neck of the YaK tq ^eM iti^ 
^d isdtite iiitb the oc^an ; btit b^uM 4f tM 
lefa^h^fthlir channel^ at(c( tk< h^aitj' n«f 
dhstMiCiibhs met trith bjr the t^Mri Ift theif 
<^iti^ (aft^ fbttihg: Itself a passage td thd dMlK 
af CbftbiiVSt b^gfM^ dboni 11^, t6 b«i id ehbhhM 
«4th ^d-Vahks at the entrance, 0s tidf ^V^irt !!ii«[ 
btt^tfictti!^ tt b&y^atibn frbih beiii^ dttrtied dfa irKI( 
fil&fkt^ ThS ii^b oj^ th« toi^ m. fcMMctti^Si^ 

*. Tikiii Tillage hai long since b^n entirely sinrallbwed* np by 
0f db^ ififl^ Kterltt^ My'MfLeii ^ed^lg^ ef ff ^eMMifcg 1^^ 
4 Will k^oe of lana^ ea^ed JVtiiJibft GfrMi% mii a slafate* wIMi 
aapported^croMy named JVew^os CroM. 

; ^In iaO(S. John de Herling^ whose family was of 'grr^at antiqnifx 
i)l Koif'oik) iiad A>^e Ukif<gtt ^lloWed hitiiid tVe tikkiit^H 6f Nl»#3 

ib^ibl c%wii$ laid jiisd m^sm ^f tkMe mao^M^^ irtei timr^^ 

iMMTiig tjlieliii te h|B eldest son and heir, Sir John de BerlkMh 
Knighty wImmo brother kok>e'rt faad an estate in tbese pansbes. liiii^ 
itobert iras agrest warrior, and baTing follQweii fyMfyV: )fl^ 
France, was killed there, in 14a6K; 
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was eaticely jgtppped, to tfie gr^a^ ^e^^fMS^ AOf 
only of Yarpoiitih, ^ut to the wJbole ^ itl}^, ^ 
llM^eirt country^ Under these cirfumsfAQc^^ )(f^ 
inhabitwts petitiwed King Edwfu;d III. to JPOB^ 
tb^n pei^ifwon ^o cu,^ a Aev b^y^ thp pip^ 
jifopor dtfuft^op ^ wliich, they qonceifv:e^ woiajii 
ibe opposite the yilUge of Cortoa, Ajfl^ in tMr 
4»piiiiQii loss ^ai)ie to 1^ diB^fiu^t^g^ fff t^efo^mei> 
The King grated their i^i^, apd^yie.lj^iKi tf^mi^ 
^^sistwee .);0F^4s prosecuting tb^jur jl^ntipii^ 
$he more ^e^dily, perhaps, hecai|$e ti^ey l^ja^ pi^ 
^usly as^sted jbiw ia ,Jiis :irarp in^th l^pdi^rs^ 
whece th?y U^d fifty-:t\tp iMiups ip tjt^e^pji;^^ry^cf • 
Tbi9*h^ii;en ;iFas zniidej^ p, y^,o€tp|jid^ble «?^>ep)^ 
Mwwawpd fli4/tweiMy-??xyew?, ,iir|^Vin Jlj^^ 
|l was fio much filjied M^th s|^s ^d |PC^i^ '^ 
to be unnavigable; f{|n4^e^tpwIlJJhi^ w^^^pf^f^ 
to unlade their cargoea ip (Qrkij Roads; con- 
tilgupus to the haren's ipouth^ i^i^nce they were 
carried in boats to Yanpoujih.. Thi^wadso extranet 
ly expensive apd. ipconvepient^ :^](i^ in the Idth yc^t 
of ,BicI^d.lI.9 a second hay^n MT^^petittiODied for^ 
and c^t fusj^pss the dei^es^ y.ery tfeair the towii, 
a little to the north of the present fopt*ferry'. 
For the better prpmo^on pf Hfia jinderta&in^^ ibe 
IQng empowerfed them to levy, twelve-pence upon 
every last of herrings «that shoidd Hbc brot^;fit 16 
Tarmotttfaj dimng til^ sucoowKng <fi¥e yeawi, 

3Npt»at]bfit^n^§:^VpMns.taken lyith tti^ffayeii, 
it followeji j^bP fftte of tlie fonjaer in jsi^jn jeare 
jaftenwr^p; wJ\eB Hsngr .IV. jsm^ ^U^ }^y$ 
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lb make another channel^ near Newton Cross, and 
jj^v^ them £^500 out of the receipts of his cnstoms, 
ibr enabling them to perform the task. In the 
eotirse of one hundred years^ the charges of this 
IfiLSt became so insupportable, that the burgesses 
^ere dbfiged to apply to Henry Vl. ifor reHef, who 
in the 31st year of his reign, remitted them fifty 
inarks, parcel of their fee farm, for the space of 
1^' years. Many of the inhabitants, at this time, 
Retired to distant places, solely from the great pres- 
Mre pt expense hourly increasing, occasioned by 
thieir relocated failures in establishing a convenient 
liatbonr. ' -Commerce was almost mined, the 
*hbrring trdde cle^^i^^^d rapidly, and the towns^ 
Ynen^ by a series of calamities, were so much ref- 
tfitefld^ as to be unable to pay the common subsidies 
(b^ Goreirfinient, from which the King gtaerousty 
exempl^d them by Act of Pariiament. 

J. , ytey were in this forlorn state for,soi|(ie years, 
and, £d ward lY. not only continued the release 
4lf!^i^f^ marks of their fee farm for twenty years, 
llilt'j^aYer^em 2000 marks, and a further release 
of £V7. IQs. lOd. of. the same rent, directing the 
money to. be applied to the repairs of the haven; 
aiid in the 22nd of his reign, the same monarch re- 
leased them of the fee farm for twenty years next 
succeeding, in further support of the same. 

In the reign of Bichard III.^ yariou$ dutieis were 
bdd upon ships coming out and in the harbour, and 
upon fishermen and others within the town^ the whole 

{roceeds of wl^ich were applied in support of the 
aveu) and Henry VII. granted them a further re- 



nittanee of the fifty marks for Are years. But all 
thefie supplies {H^OTing insufficitiit, and the mouth 
of the cfaamiel continttaUy stopping up> and be* 
GOming worse every day, the bttrget^ses were agi^in^ 
in IfiOH, oUiged to petition for a fourth haven, muqh 
nearer the town, whieh they obtained; and aeoooi'* 
plishing die work, . they maintained it with great 
labour and expense, during a period of twenty-six 
years. At the end of this time, tlieir h<^es were 
again diisappointed> and their labours rendered 
wholly abortive, for theeharges upon this also had 
aecnmulated so fast, and become so intolerably binv 
densome, that they were no longer able to support 
them; and in 152S, they resi^ved, with the royal 
authority, to make another cut, opposite the south 
end of the village of Gorlestpn, in the place where 
it now is, which they achieved .accordingly*. Tbi^ 
King gave them much assistance, with this £ut,, and 
bad recourse to the old expedient of releasing the 
fee form, which he then did for ti^enty years, and 
8V|b3equently. added ten more'. This work wai^es^- 
ecu^d under the direction of the master of Met^ 
tingham College, an engineer considered very es!- 
j^ert in water works; ^ the expense of whose uiidier^ 
taking, aiocording to Manship, amounted tosSlySOb 
Sterling* But fortune, it appears, had completeljr 
deserted the burgesses ; for, in despite of every effort 
iised for the preservation of this harbour, it .als6 
choaked^ and left thent in utter desplEur of ever im- 
/proyjing it, or perhaps being able' to cut another* 
In this posture of afiairs,^ a coiincU was called, not 
pply of the townsmen, but of the principarpersonii 
in the a^oining counties^ who hiight be said to tjfe 






iirrach emu^deratfen (iMdisMi ^ Ae jfiMst dsivt 
YarmcrathcoiMiiat «»elwillioutaiuimtn) tti^M 
f te olre d to essay MMter €bana«l^ a nrile aeararto 
Ave tofm than tliefiornier. 1M«,.h«ife«fnv«^ifldn€i 
te andeitaften mfCfl^tfiey^iad^^RhiMl. a mMAaUb <taam 
td temMe tbeni WfWNAMusie 'fbnW and inatorigk^ 
fin* the executieiK of lli€lrfui^>«8e« < -Slotthiscndji 
%a9 resoired ^t<» dt^pese^ the yiate^ <QiiaiaixM»l8, 
Wd vestments lyf St. Mcbolas's chureh, tbe beUa» 
iind wlratever tfee tibey 4Mdd *um into ;niooey» 
The ho9prM of iibe ¥ir^B Mary iifias tako la«ed^ 
and the rents of -certain tioascs fffiiadlx) ,tiiie4Mme 
piirpose; serei^^Hrvrnte'ti^neiaQtiMw veis iiecon^ 
from persons in 1;be-4?own, and^ s«im cf jQoney ivaa 
iglTen by i;fae city of $}onmh} jataigether Amosm^ 
ting to ^>#ie. >(ta. 7d. 

In 1549« fl^ey began to inffke thcSr i&tth4iaTen, 
jBLcross the sopth 4en^9 oeaTly a ^iiarter of a mtte 
from the gates, tbe' trench of Ti^ld}i is still visible. 
Asfcilful enjgpineer ,filom Dover wa$ sfentfor; and 
after a solemn procession by the tbwoiSm^n, and d 
serinon preached for success, the ivork w1^ cotn^ 
licenced, and upwards of Qhe hundred persons 
.employed ev^ry day. Their:Iabours continued tinin- 
iemipted for a period, until an unforeseep Calamity 
^oocurred, whicb^ for a time, effectually cbiecked 
their progress. This yieiar was rendered mc^qrable 
in the aunals .of Norfolk, by the great x^h^oh, 
^ande^ Kett, the tanner, who^ sending a patty c^ 
^en to Yarmouthi to demand a supply of pro« 
j|sion% apd w% fin^^ the people well affected 
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tcNTD buHffir^ attd e^rrkd tbem pvrisoMrsi tP tbeii; 

fiitctin^.lbttir esdiif e 8dO»«|fterwfurti[s,.tbiB]r redim^ 
rt- to . TarmouAy anAstfesgly foft^fi^ their tami 
agalMt Iha rri fehf wbN in fev«g« for likU loyaUjr, 
eaiii« ki tht, tngM^ Pilb » laiye 4et^Qbiaeiit t^ vfkeu, 
and brei^king in upa» tiio workf At the < b^veii, 
destroyed without remorse^ ,the greatest part of 
the impiements and materials collected by the in- 
dustrious lown39ien^ The latter^ havinj^ recourse td 
arms, . te prevent a repetition of the inji^ry, vere^^ 
with their magistrates) obliged to keep watch in the 
pighV vi^il Kett bdng taken^ th^ rebellion hap- 
pily terminatei^. 

^ Their operaticHis were renewed in the following 
year^and eicpensire en^inea employed to cast out 
the water» whacb sprin^itg fast tipon them, cau^^d 
mucb trouble an4 vexation in prpdruring a foundation. 
By thi» time the ^unds wei*e i^aln almost exhaus- 
ted^ and, to add to their misfortunes, their skilfuf 
engineer,^^ Mr. l^ompson, died, tn 1553, some fresti 
ftUjpplies hAving been received, (hey conUnued the 
lirork; and the following year it was ^igreed, that 
^yerjf one, of the eight jm^ fortieiSf.,(or Aldermen) 
i|b«.utd supply two^men, .find ^very one o^ tbe /our 
and twenties (pv domino^ Council) one man, fe»r 
actual labour, or pay ten-pence, per day in lleil 
tbereoJ^ untii such time as the haven should dis-[ 
charge itself into the sea. . llie work was shortly 
H^ter stopped for that year, but recommenced in the 
lie^t, lEma a sHip sunk in the mouth ot the haven^ 
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to prevent the tide from entering. In this way they 
Gontioiiedy for eight succeeding years^ from the 
commencement; and after expending ^£6,000 of 
the connnon stocky besides other monies and 
ciontribtttions, they were obliged to relinquish 
their intention, haying by sad experience fonnd, to 
their great cost and disappointment, that the place 
was nnsifited to their purpose. 

About this time, thie town having shown great 
loyalty to Queen Mary,, in establishing her upon 
the throne of hier ancestors, they were induced to 
ask in return, a release of the fee farm for ever, 
which the Qneen refused, although she enlarged 
the term of its remittance to an extent hitherto 
unprecedented. 

On the I7th of l>Tovembf r, 1557, the haven was 
.ordered to' be stopped up with fiirze and rubbish^ 
to prevent any injury by the overflowing of the 
waters ; notwithstanding which, a melancholy con-» 
fequence of their failure is related by Manship, 
who says ^^ that within fourteen days following, 
upon a great rage then biippening, the wind being 
at west, brought down the backwaters out of the . 
marshes so vehemently, tiiat it ran over the keys 
into the dwellihg hotises ; insomuch that men might 
row up and down the streets, to the no little da« 
mage and heart sorrow of all the inhabitants/' 
Several vessels were driven from their moorings,* 
imd lodged upon the denes, thence they were 
obliged to be drawn with capstems into the sea;' 
and numberless other accidents occurred^ auii 
iftttch damage was occasioned. 



33 



By a continual repetition of misfortunes/ tlie 
townsmen were greatly reduced, and. coi^tinued so 
f(u:a considerable time; but in. the second yeiar of 
4(2ueen Elizabeth, 1 559,. having some wbat imprpyed 
their .finances, they, with a persevei^f^ce truly 
praiseworthy, although so repeatedly frustrated, 
determined on be^ning a new faArbour, in the 
place where it now is and had then been thirty years 
previous. To this resolution much objection was 
offered by individual members of the Corporation, 
l>ut the burgesses having consulted some skilful 
persons in the matter, after a delay of two years, 
a committee was appointed to inspect the place, 
and the work commenced by deepening the old 
<diannel, opposite to the parsonage-house at Gor- 
leston. For the execution of this scheme, the peo- 
ple were enjoined to assist generally in the work, 
ton the 2nd day of M^'ch, which they did, to the 
^number of one thousand persons, men, women, 
and children ; and in the short space of two days, 
their united efforts were crowned with success, for 
the water of the haven issued forth into the ocean, 
leaving a depth of ten feet at ebb tide. A stop or 
pier was then erected, to prevent the current from 
running southward into the former channel, and the 
0ones and rubbish of the ruined church of St. Mary, 
in Southtown, were removed to the haven, and 
employed in strengthening it. By this time they 
Jiad exhausted their stock of money, and petition- 
•ed the Mayor of Norwich for assistance, who pre- 
sented them with 200 marks; and they also asked 
{^irtbep lud of J^e Queen, through Sir William 

F 
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Wodehouse, Knight, then Vice- Admiral of England. 
With these straitened means, they contrived to keep 
the current in its proper course, until the year 1567, 
when it broke through the works, and returned 
into the old channel, towards Newton Cross, to 
their great mortification and disappointment, after 
they had expended upwards of s£2,600. 

In this posture of aflfairs, they employed Joyse 
Johnsone, a celebrated Dutch engineer, extremely 
expert in sea water works, whom they sent for 
from Holland, purposely to assist them at this criti- 
cal juncture. He commenced by driving stakes, 
on the north side of the entrance, and afterwards 
caused some long piles to be driven opposite thereto, 
and bracing them together, formed a strong pier, 
with which he succeeded in forcing the current into 
a north-east direction. Although they had received, 
at different times, much pecuniary assistance, yet 
their money was again nearly expended in this ex- 
pensive yet hitherto unprofitable undertaking. A 
sum was nevertheless collected, which the bailiffs 
were visionary enough to adventure in the state 
lottery of that year; and the scheme was further 
augmented by the ladies of the town, who collec- 
ted amongst themselves a posy, as it was termed, 
to which they attached the following rhyme— 

** A small stock, with good successe, 
*♦ May shortly grow to great incresse. 

*• Margaret Wolkous^ of Gt, Yarmouth, " 

This money (with three other parcelis) was duly em- 
ployed, but without any success, it may be presumed, 
for no mention is made of a prize having been ob-^ 
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tainedh Various other sums were expended by them^ 
. particularly <5^1^407 raised from exporting com, by 
a license granted them in the 10th year of Queen 
Elizabeth; and ^503» 9s. 5d. contributed by the 
counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and the city of 
Norwichk In the 23rd year of the same reign, 
another license was granted, for the exportation of 
com, which raised a very considerable sum; and 
three years afterwards, they had a ftirther release 
of fifty marks, parcel of the fee farm, for forty 
years' continuance, after the expiration of Queen 
Mary's grant. 

In 1614, another lottery scheme was projected^ 
which ended in all probability like the former, un- 
successfully. A petition was sent, in 1656, to- the 
Lord Protector, soliciting relief; but Cromwell was, 
perhaps, at that time> too much in want of money 
himself, to afford them any assistance. In this dis- 
tress, several of the public buildings and lands 
were sold ; and the haven continued, without any 
thing material happening, until the year 1667^ when 
they were in debt to the amount of ^^,400 sterling. 
Matters were in this state, in October 1669, when 
it was resolved to petition for an act of parliament, 
to enable them to raise money for repairing the 
piers, by levying a contribution on goods imported, 
and by such other ways and means as the act should 
direct. After much opposition from the city of Nor- 
vnch, and some other towns, the act was passed for 
ten years then next ensuing, and the same number 
of commissioners appointed to inspect the works, 
during the operation of this act. Subsequently 
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several others were passed for the same purpose ;: 
and under the present act, certain commissioners 
are nominated, with a pier -master to collect the 
duties, and an en^neer, who superintends all 
repairs done to the works^ Incredible sums have 
been expended about thi§ haven, which although 
a more fortunate work than any of the others befbre 
mentioned, is yet nevertheless far from being good; 
and at intervals, navigation i»mucb; retarded. Sel- 
dom more than eleven feet water is found upon the 
sandbank or bar, during the spring floods^ and the 
channel through which ships are obliged to pass 
in frequently altering its position,^ under the in- 
fiisence of the winds and tides. It has been observed, 
tiiat the passage is always improved after a heavy 
gale from the eastward, which causing the sand 
tO" bank up at the mouth of the channel, and form 
a high bar, the backwaters of Breydon and the 
adjoining rivers being thus confined, descend with 
the greatest violence, and scouring the mud and 
siit in thdr progress, break for themselves a pas- 
sage through the sandbank, and leave for a time 
the diannet deep and free for navigation. The 
original north {Her wa? subsequently suffered to 
fall into disuse, and the present one, on the south 
side, greatly enlaced ; a continuation of which, in 
a fine curve, has been carried up the river, forming 
an extensive and excellent wharf, giving every 
possifate accommodation and security to shipping. 
A new north pier has also been erected, on a plan 
chiefiy intended to assist in warping ships into the 
harbour* On the north side of the haven^s mouth 
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is a mural fortification, mounting ten pieces of 
ordnance, six of which are of a large calibre, in- 
tended to scour the roads and defend the haven. 
This fort, supposed to have been built in 1653, is 
kept in good repair, and a gunner appointed to 
superintend it, who resides constantly on the spot ; 
some other batteries, and a magazine, were also 
erected in the late war, on different parts of the 
denes. 

Among the many difficulties connected with this 
haven, the contest in which Yarmouth was invol- 
ved with the town of Lowestoft, concerning Kirkley. 
roads, was certainly not one of the least, for 
none ever proved more truly obstinate and vexatious. 
When the haven at Gorton had become so much 
obstructed with sandbanks, that vessels were un- 
able to enter, but were obliged to unlade their 
goods and merchandise in Kirkley road, the bur^ 
gesses petitioned King Edward III. to unite that 
road to Yarmouth, to which his majesty (being fully 
informed of every circumstance relative to the 
haven) acceded, after an application of six years* 
continuance, and much opposition on the part of 
Lowestoft and the neighbouring towns, who reap- 
ed great advantages from the buying and selling of 
herrings there, and from vessels delivering their 
cargoes, hitherto exempted from the payment of 
any customs to the burgh. The King*s charter for 
this purpose is dated the 22nd Augast, in the 46th 
year of his reign : by virtue of which, the bm-gesscs 
were allowed, on pajrment to him and his succes- 
sors of 100 shillings yearly, (in addition to the fee 
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farm of s£&5) to receive the same customs thel'f^ 
which had usually before been collected in the port 
of Yarmouth; and in default thereof, they were 
empowered to seize the ships and goods of such as 
bought or sold within seven leuks* of the same, under 
certain restrictions therein mentioned. The grant- 
ing of this charter excited much animosity be-^ 
tween the men of Yarmouth and Lowestoft, as the 
latter were unwilling to relinquish their ancient 
privileges ; accordingly we find several of them 
indicted for not complying therewith, and a trial 
ensued in the court of chancery, whereit wasfinally 
determined in favour of the burgesses. In the 50th 
year of the same monarch, Lowestoft petitioned 
to have the grant of this union repealed, which 
the parliament of that year complied with: but 
after the death of King Edward, Yarmouth also 
petitioned for a renewal of the charter; and an 

* The word ieuk, leuga^ or leuca, is liable to various deG- 
nitions; some making it tliree, others two, and many only one 
mile. Blomefield says, that he has often rendered the word league ; 
bat informs his readers, that he does not mean by it our league of 
three miles, nor ag^ee with Mr. Bailey, in making the distance 
one mile only (though he says, it is so used in Domesday); never- 
theless, in the continuation of Blomefield, by Parkin, vol. 5, it is 
said, <' In the rolls of the King^s Bench it appears, that the Bishop 
of Norwich had a fair at East Dereham; and that the town was 16 
leuca distant from that city; by which it is evident, that a leuca 
was then in (1277) accounted only one mile, Dereham being exactly 
16 measured miles from Norwich.'* 

But whatever may be the opinion of Blomefield on this word, 
Swinden confines the admeasurement of a leuk to be one mile only ; 
probably upon the authority of Domesday, and other ancient records. 
At the annual proclaiming of Yarmouth fair, the seven leuks are 
denominated to be seven miles. Also, in the patent of the Knight's 
Marshal, for the extent of the government of the King's House- 
hold, within the verge, the word leuca stands acyudged to be 
miles, of eight furlongs each ; and to begin at the funnel of the 
chimney, in the King's lodging. 



30 



inquisition was in consequence had upon it here, in 
the second year of King Richard II., and another 
taken at Lowestoft about the same time. These in- 
quisitions were presented to parliament, and the 
grant, formerly repealed, was regranted to the 
burgh, by charter of the 24th November in the same 
year. A proclamation was directly made at Low* 
estoft, upon which occasion the people of that town 
were so exasperated as to make a serious riot. To 
this dissatisfaction, and some other causes not now 
known, may be attributed the loss of the charter a 
second time, which happened three years after- 
wards. In 1382, King Richard came here and per- 
sonally inspected the premises, when the burgesses 
petitioning him, found means to have the grant re- 
newed. In the year following it was again annulled, 
but finally regranted and confirmed to the burgesses 
for ever afterwards, in the tenth year of that mo- 
narch's reign; from which period they continued to 
receive the customs and enjoy the privileges .of 
their charter, although frequent disputes afterwards 
occurred between them, which were further aggra- 
vated by the Yarmouth men endeavouring to exact 
the duties beyond their prescribedjiimits. Towards 
the end of this controversy, there was much alter- 
cation between the two towns respecting the true 
situation of Kirkley road, the Yarmouth men insii^- 
ting that it was opposite the village of Kii'kley, about 
a mile to the south of Lowestoft; and the Lowestoft 
men as strenuously asserting that the real name of 
that part of the sea, near Kirkley, was Pakefield 
bay ; that in consequence of Kirkley having 
been formerly a town of considemble trade in the 
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herring fishery, it gave to all the sea thereabouts, 
even as far as Yarmouth, the general name of 
Kirkley Seas ; part of whieh, namely, that situated 
a little to the south of vrhere the haven's mouth then 
was, wad called Kirkley road, and then annexed 
to Yarmouth haven. It was also alleged by the 
Yarmouth men, that the seven leuks or miies were 
not to be measured from the quay of their town, but 
from the haven's mouth, which would have entirely 
excluded the townsmen of Lowestoft from buying 
herrings, unless they paid the customs to Yarmouth; 
but the former contended, and it was finally deter- 
mined, '^that the adnaeasurement should take place 
fi*om the crane key, in the haven of Great Yarmouth, 
where the herring fw* was usually held, and at the 
end thereof a post should be erected, to denote the 
termination, within which extent the bailiffs of 
the burgh should enjoy the full privileges and 
immunities afforded them by their charters, but no 
further/* 

Several other charters were given to Yarmouth 
between this period and 1553, which will be par- 
ticularized in the chronological tables at the end of 
this account ; they were, however, principally char- 
ters of confirmation, and exemplifications of those 
of tlie preceding monarchs. 

Like many other burghs, this has, at different 
periods, been noted for its loyalty or republicanism, 
as the tide of events impelled by the popular 
feelings and opinions of those particular periods 
alternately dictated. During the tempestuous 
itrugglcs of Charles I. with the parliament, this 
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tdmh ImmV^Hm ym^j^enm jf^rtftkm fP^ffijr 
ftimiShAj toakiHUt fdtb th^ liMsfceCf wA w^rej^i^r 

traopi Amt 4;hewrvi(B0 gf tb« parlwaenJb^ J^ jtbe 

p«blio iiidi¥idu9)« reffldiag here weprf^ xcimeaT^ 
wh^m psaoM miiy be l»uiid fU^ioiig thf^i^eg^si^ ,<^ 
tbfit moBiwtoiiB peiaod. Mil6|3 Cftj^fppf H^it^fr^ 
Mooonder, and ^iie of iljg sepreseat^v^ iii pfu^lif^ 
meai^ rendered hUnself partioidady eoB^pici^;^!^ 
for ^s feofttiicistt and r^bfltton, ^ wluch be Tn)4 
eordialljr aeoonded by Willuon Qoffe^ his coadjutor 
and feUow regidde^ who at; the re8UM:atipacontdTef^ 
to dude justice and the punishment due to IfiS^ 
crimes by escaping to America. 

By King Jolm's charter, Hhe burgesses vera 
enabled to elect a prorost from their own boliyi 
before which time he was appoint^ by theiKingi 
whether of the corporation or not, at his pleasure. 

The bur^ continued under the direction of Hdi 
officer a considerable time, but he was subsequently 
changed for four bailiflb, the senior of Whom waa 
{sometimes distinguished by the Old title of prorost $ 
and the four were ultimately, in 1426, reduced to 
two. Ihese authorities continued about 200 years, 
when an attempt was made to elect a mayor, in 
place Of the two bailifis, which met with great 
opposition, and was productive of much schism 
among the inhabitants. It was however rendered 
finally abortive, and the bailifl^ maintahied their 
places untU 1684, (the 36th year of Charies 11.,) 
when a material alteration took place by charter 
inriiie^toimgweriiiaent. By this jjostnuMnty they 
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hi&d liberty to ehttose a mayor^ iiistMd of die two 
bailift ; eighteen aldiermeii, (nicliidiilgf ibe' duef 
nmgii^tryie) instead of the ' tliirty^sisf '- her^liofdve 
ap](Kiiilted }' and ; tldrty^^'sk: ' cbinmoh ' c6irBcilmeii j 
in the plac^e of fort^dght ; with the higb etmatfii 
^c^order, 'and iidid^^ twb eo]^onen9/ two 

iihailibc^lains, ^a town cleric^ and other infefibr 
bffie^.' -lliis' charter was vacated by the general 
procliaination in the 4th y^ of James 11.^' and the 
g^oyernmeht wais agam yjest^ in two baUiffs^ which 
boitftihtied until the 2^d of Qaieen Aiine, when a 
twenty-fifth and last charter! was granted to the 
burgh^ in consequence of a petition fi^m the 
burgie^Wesv by which the above regulations of kinjg 
Charles II., in 1684y were renewed; and they were 
constituted on^ body^ politii; and corporatje, by the 
styfe- of M the mayor, aldermeQ, biirge$ae$ and 
conuhonalty 6f the borou^ of Great Yarmouthi^' 
The high steward is generally a peer, who with the 
recpi^er, sub-steward, and such of the aldermen 
as have served the office of mayor, are justices of 
the pc^e within the borough for life. When a 
vacancy happens in the common council, they have 
the privilege of nominating two freemen for the 
office, one of whom is selected to fill it by the 
fddermen, and a vacancy in the latter is decided 
by a majority of tbemselves. The coroners, who are 
chosen from the aldermen, are perhaps the most 
ancient officers in the bqrough : their office is very 
remote, the right of constituting which is inferred 
i^om a clause in King John'§ charter.^ 

* *' CoDceBsi muB eciam eis quietanciam mnrdri iofra burgum 
de Gernemua; et qaod unllus eomm faciaf dnellnm; et quod de 
plttottis «d eovoBam perdaentibas m powRiit diriitioiiare secnndiim 
legem et consuetudinem Oxon. "•— JT. JohnU charter. 
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.The Mttyoris elf^cted annually^ with other 
k>ffiGeni of the borougby on the 29th of Angust, by 
fok ibqitest of the freemen^ .m:i^ very peculiar man^ 
ner;^ find sW!om into office at Guild-HaUj; on the 
29tb of September following, ; from whence he pro* 
ceeds in pnoce^on tp the Town-HaU^ . where an 
elegant eutertaininept is nsuaUy giyen to the 
members of the corporation and his friends. 

* The extraordinary method of electing a Mayor and the other 
officers has been practised ey# since the year 1491,- at whicli; tline 
t he town was goremed by two bailiffs. The foUowing* regab^tionii 
are pretksrlbed in a set of ordinances, made by twelFe of the bmr- 
Ifresses in that year, and assented to by Sir James Hobart^ thei^ his 
if i^esty^s Attorney General. A copy of theeys ordinances is. pre- 
served in Swinden^s History, fh>m which» for the satisfaction of the 
curious, I insert the fsilowing extract:— - 

>* Flirst that upon Seynt John^s day the I>ecollation» a c^tnowa 
semble zeerly to be holden in the common hows for the.elecpipn of 
baliffz and othyr officer^ aftyr the old landaUe^custome of the sane 
towne wythonte ty me of meude used, it is ordeynyd and establyshyd 
that every of the XXIUI ti. and eveiry of the XLVIII ti^ for the 
tyme beyng, at that day beyng wythin the towne, all excuses avoj- 
ded, seeknesse and other ryght speciall causes, resonable except, 
shall be zeerly present at the seyd comowne semble wythoute any 
warnyng to them to be made upon peyne folwyng that is to say, 
every on of the X^Ull ti. that schall faile there and be absent at 
tX or ^ of clok at farthest before noon that day upon peyne of 
XXs. aud every one of the XLVIII ti. that schall faile and be ab- 
sent in lyke forme upon peyne of !Xs. to be forfeted and .rered wy- 
thoute delay to the comowne use and profyte of ^he same toWACy 
and that non of them absente ner wythdravre themsylff that day 
oute of the towne piirposly wythoute grett cause upon the seyd 
peynes. 

** Also it is ordeynyd that at the denominacyon and tigreemelit 
of the balyffz and' the XXII II ti. for the tyme beyng, at the seyd 
semble schal yerely be wretyn of every lete IX na^es of ttee niost 
disclrete welldygposyd and indyffetetit personyb of the sejfd 
XLVIII ti. thaone being present in the hous, and for defaWte bf 
that nowmber of the XLYIII ti. thanne to name other w:eItoy8J)084d 
personyi thanne present : the seyd IX names so wrei jii of everJ-lAe 
to be put in Iltl cappes, every lete by the self. Th6o person^ tliat 
were on the eleccyon the last seer precedent excepted, accordyug 
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Dili Mayor, In tolentff lite atitkoflijr) intirs a 
^Id chidii on all piiblic oceatfoiuiy and is pfooeded 
hfthe town te^ali% oondstlng of two macMi, silyer 
gift, itnd an oar oiT the same metal, the indgnia of 
fheadnmalty totut jwisdietion, with a sword and 
banners, on tlie last of wUch are depleted the 
Ughly symb<Acal ahns of the town, vis. per pale 

to the old ordenaunces. And all Ittl capp«B to be brougitit byfore 
the balyft and thanne fm Imioceiit, ova man not letteryd to be called 
mid he to tidLe owte of erery oapjA III hylles and ley them dowm 
before the baljA. And these XII to be called charged and sworn 
ttftyr the old onsteme of the toivne, and the aeyd XII pefaonya »• 
charged achal chose the effycerys for the zero nezte easneng, that 
is tosay, Ilbalyffs, II chamberleynys^ II chyrohe wardeynys, II 
morag^rs II oolleetoiifs for thehalf dolys VIII dyscrete and snia- 
cient wardonrs for awordyng of heiryag and IIII aadytorys, the 
which audytorys schal be ll of the XXIIIItl. and II of the 
XLVIII tl. and that they be of the most wyse and dyscpete men» 
and that can best sky! to takeaeconpt. And if IX of the XII «» 
wmmk be aocordyd, thow the edyr MI be not agreable to thera» the 
Terdyte of the IX so aocordyd sdMd be veceyvyd and the eleccyon 
aehal stand in effeete.** 

The anciei^ form Is still used, with Utile Tariatfon^ at this period ; 
except, that the ntimericat alteHrtioa in the corporate body, from 
forty-eight common conncUnnen to thirty-six, has Ijuade it necessary 
to snl)stitnte twenty-fonr persons in the first instance, in lien of the 
' ihirty«4iiz therein prescribed, namely, nine for every lect, by wUch I 
presume is meant, that nipnber for eycry one of the fomrlcetsor 
th^ diyi^ons yf the town. 

The inqntst of twelve, at tho pr^oeyt p^Hfl^* vre Ipcfc^ up in 
. ^ha Oaild-Hall withqmt me»t» driult, fire or eaudW* ntitil the elec- 
tion be made ; and, when the party feelings of the town are excited, 
. it is generally contended in a yery obstinate imuiQep. lu 177&, they 
wer? confined during six days^ n^d eyery possi)>le method resorted 
to 1^ one of the parties to starve oat their opponents* Notwith- 
Stan^fT ^e yigllanpe of the a£Se^ni in s^t^ndance, it is well known 
• that tlioie ^:«itlenien gen^r^iy cnntriye to se>cr(it§ oertfUn os^tabies 
. Ibr their Spnpport npqsi this trying y^sMon. This may yery easily 
, be 4ene9 for there (s no act1^it searc)^«pon entering, nor nny oi^h 
•iMniater^ tp ^e prUlc^yalA to ahat^ from refreshments. 
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gates and ^mm, tikoree demylioaib ^p«lUig ibveiv 
herrings' talk. 

A Court of Hustings* was established under the 
^bfirter of incorporation^ which had h^m Wore 
held hy ancient preacriptionj from the fpynd^tion pf 
the borough* TMs court was the QngU> pf the Arsf 
court of records and entitled in the rp.ljN " l^e Bur^h 
Court/' for hearing and detennining aU mftwer (^ 
trespasses^ covenantSt deceitSj debts^ ftq.d cQnjtrapis 
wiiateTier arising within the tawj^. 'Jli^ lirpypst 
and baili^ formerly presidedin it;, m tbe same jnan- 
ner as the mayor does at present. It is .h«ld ^T^ry 
Tuesday, and in its practice noctrly rj^^emhl^i^ ^p 
Couxi of Kong's Bendi at W,estwinsten ATKcJesJly 
4^ ti^asonSa mufders, feloniesi and other ^p}j;ft^,i(f 
the crown were triedby thelCing'sJ^gticQ^^; wh^ 
cania to Yarmouth, and held regnJw sessions fpr 
determining capital offences <: but in tbe .9th yefgr 
of Henry VII., the burgesses obtained ^ charter, 
by which they were enabled to constitute justices of 
^hepeaoe-from among themselves, , who were equal 
in power to any -eounty justice in {Ingland, haidag 
liberty .to hold sessions of oyer and tenniner and 
^aol delivery, after which time the King's jiisticep 
ceased their visits. These sessions were^^nni^al, untfl 
very lately, when in consequence jpf the grept iur 
erease of prisoners, and the confined limits of the 
^gao}, they were ordered to be held hj^lf-yeariy, ,Ip 

m 

^JfmUmwtt tJbif word ki dr nvct^ ffoai t|i^ ^^9^ of ^^d^, 
- 1^ COHQf U or court \ and is flp used in the Sa^^on chronicle, mino lOliSj ; 
where it is i&td^* they took the hlshop aikd led him to their Afu^ft'n^r,-^ 
that is, to their council. — Cunningiam, 
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all cases where issue' is joined between the parties 
in the court of record^ the trial take& place at thas^ 
sessions* 

In the first year of Qtieeu EUtebeth^ an impoi'- 
tant privilege was acquired; namely^ that of holding 
an Admiralty Court, every Monday throughout th6 
year, with power to try all maritime causes within 
their jurisdiction, piracy only excepted. This grant 
was further confirmed by James I., who gave an 
additional power to punish pirates, of which the 
court has several times availed itself, particularly 
on the twenty-fifth of March, in the llth year of 
the last-mentioned monarch, being the first session 
held under the charter, when five persons were con- 
demned, three of whom were afterwards haiiged 
for ^^ unlawfully taking and carrjring away a certain 
ship, named the Seahorse, and her cargo, being upon 
the Ugh seas, and within the jurisdiction of 
Yarmouth/' 

The Mayor joro tempore presides inthis court, of 
which he is the judge and admiral. 

A weekly Court of Request, commonly styled the 
Court of Conscience, Was estabttshed by, act of par- 
liament, in 175s, for the recovery of debts under 40s. 
The business of all these courts is transacted in an 
apartment over the common gaol of the borough, in 
Middlegate-street, which is termed in all sum- 
monses and other writs the ^^ Ibll-house Hall, " 
from the ancient tax on fish haidng been collected 
there. 
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In the 23rd year of the reign of King Edfrard 
I.^ we find that this town sent two burgesses to 
parUament^ wUch was quite as early as the city of 
Norwich and the borough of Lynn. In the 2nd 
of Henry V. they are further mentioned; and in the 
7th, 12tb5 ai^d VJth years of Edward IV., the; are 
again noticed in the parliamentary rolls of those 
periods. 



48 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS, «tc. 



A brief sketch of the origin and andent lustory 
of Yarmouth haring been given, its present appear- 
ance, pubUc buildings, commerce and resources, 
remain to be noticed. The town, which is thrown 
into the figure of a long and irregular parrallelogram, 
is built within a very narrow compass, the area con- 
taining only 133 acres. It was formerly divided 
into four leets, and is now subdivided into eight 
wards. The streets are uniformly in the direction of 
north and south, except two at the extreme epds^ 
which are in an opposite pointy east and west, 
and a noble and spacious opening, in the centre of 
the quay, leading to the market, named Regent- 
street, which was completed in 1813, at an expense 
of nearly a£30^000, and adds much to the beauty and 
convenience of the place. Previous to the erection 
of this street, there was no carriage way through 
the town^ except by Fuller's-hill on the north, 
and Friar*8-lane to the south, both distant and incon- 
venient. The streets are joined by narrow rows or 
alleys, running parallel from east to west. There 
are one hundred and fifty-six of these rows, in 
which the houses are built extremely close. This 
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a popiriWppi ^ posjdbtelfithii* ihe ^asrgyffis^]^^ 
in Older to fadUtate tlju& .fprt%\aU91i: ap4 /secifi^ 
0f the wlMrfe, . Many o€ ^he hp^^ ^le yei^!^k^ 
and <»uTy i/f^ them ftglopn^y appieaJW)<^f4tho|ig^ 
not g^^r^y Inconyenlevt.. ; : , . J; : .. 

The Market Flaee^ nearly meompaBsedl^y laiffci^ 
diegant^ andrespectaUe shops, is very spacious 'and 
handsome; the area (asfneasnredhy thelate Mrl 
Homas Sutton) contains two adres lyad tiburee qnarr 
4ers. tt is wdl pated, and onL market days, a proper 
asrangement is obserred in the several departments. 
At the lower end,on the east side^ are iihe fisliStalb^ 
in ;l:he same line, fipjlier nort^ isf ^he Jlnvtslrery; 
apd the centre is occupied |l>y the y^n49>9 ^f .&!7l^ 
fruit, and vegetabLes, whiehj witb eyery ^tb^r nee 
cei^^^ry, are brought to sale^ in great abwdi^oe, o^^ 
Wedi^esd^ys a^d jSatucdays. Tbe spaoe bietweeii 
the ^orth ^nd pf tbe maar]^^ and l^hC; g^)^ pf tbe 
church-yard, is occupied by a grove of stately and 
beautiM; trees, ivriiose idustering and uipbrageQUS 
foliage, almosi; jmpervious to tbe sun and raia, af* 
fords a cod aipid delightful j^rpmenade to visitoirs 
duiTiig the summer season, and is, upon tbat acr 
coimt, in great estimation. 

The principal object of attractioti to visitors in 
this town, is its unrivalled Commercial Quay, 
which for length, breadth, and extent, is certainly 
superior to any other in England, and, perhaps 
unequalled in Europe. In *particular places, it is 
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one himdred and fifty yards in breaddi, and up* 
wards of a mile in lenfi^. It Is almost equally 
dirided faito two parts, north and 8outh» extendmg 
dther way from the bridge; but the Sou A Quay 
fa the most beautifid, for tliere all the lai^r ships 
resort, and the greatest part of the trade is carried 
on; the other is used by wherries and smaller craft> 
prhidpally employed in conyeying eom and coals 
up the rivers to Norwich and the adjacent counlryv 
The centre of die former is a charming promenade, 
Ranted on each aide with a row of fine trees, and 
€»dosed on the east by some rerj handsome houses^ 
most of which are modem buildings, chiefly occu- 
fled by merohants and gentlemen. 

Varmbutli is included in, and forms only one 
parish, haring a parochial Church and Chapel of 
Sflise. The Chui^h is dedicated to St. Nicholas, and 
was founded as beforementionedy according to the 
best authorities, by Herbert De Lozinga, bii^op of 
Norwich, a rich and powerful prelate, the principal 
eyents of whose life may not be thought uninter^t- 
ing. The place of his birth is uncertain ; by some he 
k sdd to haye been bom at Orford, in Suffolk, and 
by others at Hiems, in Normandy; he was, how- 
eysr^ educated in a religious house at Fiscand, in 
that dutchy, of which he became subsequently the 
prior, and also priyate chaplain to William Rufus, 
with whom, in 1068^ he came to England, and was 
af^inted abbot of Ramsay, in Huntingdonshire, 
and afterwards lord chancetlor of the kingdom, 
which office he enjoyed under that monarch and 
Henry I. In 1091, he bad amassed such great riches, 
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as to be enabled to purcbase the abbey of Winehester 
for his CfttheTi and the bishopric of Thetford fi>r 
himself^ atthe price of ^fiSliSOO^ at that time arery 
lai^ sum of money. 

Repenting of these idmoniacal praedces, he 
went privately to Rome, presented himself be- 
fore Pope Pascal II. into whose hands he resigned 
his pastoral staffs and received firom his holiness 
absolution. The Pope, as a penance^ enjoined him 
to build certain churches and monasteries^ and at 
the same time, granted him a licence to translate the 
episcopal see from Thetford to Norwicli, where, in 
1094^ he permanentiy fixed it, building the bidiop'a 
palace, and founding the cathedral, with several 
other churches in NorfoUi, all of wliich he lived to 

see completed. 

' • ■ • . ' 'i 

This prelate had great talents and an insinuating 
address, wUch latter quality obtained for him the 
surname of Lozinga^ that is, the lAar. or. Flatterer f 
and William of Malmesbury further styles him,,t;^ 
pecunioms, or the monied man ; he was, ndtwith* 
standing, an excellent scholar, and wrote several 
works, which were esteemed learned at that|)eriodi 
dying on the ^nd of July, 1119, he was buried 
in the choir of the cathedral at Norwich, where a 
monument was erected to his memory. This bishop 
is sud to have built a small chapel upon the sands 
at Yarmouth, on a spot, afterwards called tiie Oree9%* 
MU, a littie north of the present town ; and to have 
placed therein a priest, to parform ffivine service, 
but notiiing authentic of it is now known. 
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tie^/ti\ifli£'a)Mtlg thet^igh of HdWflra the Cbnfe»- 
eov; but other accoaata place it muiJh e&rtler,- 
ascriblug' it jba Fclix^ jNehopof the East An^es, 
who fixed, the idtoir of hia.«ecle8iajstical goTemment 
StiDuQviel^ where he died in 647- Nothing satis- 
betoTfCan. Hew be adduced ; the most lihely con- 
jeetnre is* tbai St Qeunet's church was built bj the 
favDoa of the (nnque ports, tte early patrons of 
Yomoitth in the Goofeasor's reign, and falling 
into defcay, was cODvefted into ft chapel, and re- 
eodoired b^bieUop Herberb That the barxiDS had 
Anne daiM lioit, is eridenlly to be iitferred, from 
the fiojlbwing: {taBtege of Maoship, who, speahing 
of tins chapel, says " that in the year t^er it was 
finished, the barOQs of the cinque ports £d bring 
their priest with them, who did l^ttLoVe, expel, and 
evil treat the bishop's priest therfe formerly placed, 
whereof the bishop having Ubowledgft, made com- 
'pl^Dt to the King, who or^tTulio^ both pab-ties^ 
restored the bishop's priest to liis office." Nothitag 
torther occurs of this cfaapel, #hich was probably 
suffered to fsitl into decay and the priest removed 
^hen St. Nicholas's dhbrcH'w^ erected. 

that tbe piTOsent edifice was one of those foun- 
ded by bishop Herbert therecan be little doub^ and 
ac^rdia^ to Swiadeo, it was built in U^; but 
this : datte is certainly incorrect, for the bishop's 
deMh took place nearly four years previous, and 
it is expriBsaly recorded by his biographers, that he 
lived to see all his churches completed: it must 
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th^tefbli^e have bemi erected at soni^ peHocf bet^eeta^ 
this tx^hsUtion of the see, in 1094, and the time of 
his death. 

Hie Church appears in the form of a perfect crbsSji; 
haying a nare and two side aisles (the former of whicli 
is visibly the least in height and width, Jbut extendi^ 
further eastward than the other tf^o,) a chancel; anif 
two single aisle transepts, from the four roofs of 
which springs an embattled tower, having a s|>ire« 
in the fashion of our ancient cathedrals, to whiclk 
it bears a very strong resemblance. Th6 buildihjf 
has undei^one so much alterattoi), ai ditferent pe^* 
nods, that little perhaps of its ancient appearance* &/ 
retained. The architecture of the preiieni; wihdow^ 
and other parts of the fabric, is much later thatlt 
that used in the bishop's time. The trahsepts w^erc^ 
ddded about one hundred and fifty y^ats' after th^ 
6ri^al building, by William De Midcfletoti, aTcH^' 
deacon of Canterbury and biishop of Norxdch, soni^ 
time prior to his death, t^hich took place in 1288.' 
Swinden makes this addition in 1250, and the dedi- 
cation to St. Nicholas, the patron of fishermen, hi' 
the following year; certain it is, however, that Hi 
was consecrated by this pt^etate at the period of itflf 
enlargement. The principal entrafnce is through '$t 
porch on the south i^de, the intersecting archels of 
wMeb, blackened by tline, are yet pdrfeei-; and tnr 
the Outside are depicted 'm high *reU^ the arms of 
France and Engiahd, in separate eseutcheons* At 
the' west end of the nave, is a liDW door, now distsESed; 
opposite to which is th^ ancient fimt, which has an 
oMtogttlar base, with a modem top of wood» It is 
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separated firom the nave by a bar or railing^^ the 
original of which, according to the then preyailtn^ 
ecclesiastical notions, was intended to prevent the 
approach of unbaptized persons into the church. 
IWther eastward, was a kind of gallery, called the. 
rood-loft, supporting a large crucifix. This was built 
in 1370, by Roger De Haddiscoe, prior of St. Olaves^ 
who ornamented it in a rich and curious. manner, 
which obtained for it the appellation of <^ opus pre- 
ttasum circa magnum dltare. " The arch under this 
gallery led into the choir, the situation of which 
typically signified, that whoever would enter into 
that sacred place, must necessarily pass under the 
cross, literally to suflTer tribulation. The choir was 
the court of the priests, and in it were performed the 
matin and vesper services, corresponding with the 
90 w morning and evening prayers. Further east ward, 
at the extreme end of the building, was the chancel, 
or sanctum sanctorum, where tapers were kept 
constantly burning before the altar, the care of 
which was committed to a Custos, and the expenses 
defrayed by the rents of certain houses appropriated 
to that purpose, as well as the numerous legacies 
given by old wills, which were frequent, particularly 
in the fourteenth century. 

. The prior of St. Olaves, in addition to. the mag- 
mficent rood-loft before mentioned, built a chisel, 
at the east end of this church, which was dedicated 
to. our Lady of Amebui^h. Several of these 
chapels were erected within the walls of the 
chnreh, and supported by one or more guilds of mer- 
chants and traders. Each of the chapels had f^i altar. 
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an image, and lights, and some few of lliem organs, 
of whicli mention is frequently made in old church 
memorandums still preserved. They were seventeen 
in number, namely, that of St. Mary De Ameburgb^ 
St« Cathtrine, St. Christopher, St. Lawrence, The 
Holy Trinity, St. Olave, Our Lady, St. Lewis, 
St. Elignis, St. Thomas the Martyr, St. Geoi^^ 
King Henry, St. Mai^aret,. St. Edmund, Sb 
Pamal, Jesus, and St.Michacl. In some of these 
the bodies of their benefactors were buried, as in 
St. Lawrence's chapel was interred the body of 
Johanna Oxney, wife of WilUam Oxney, bMliff of 
Tarmouth; and in 1460, Constantino Dally, rector 
of MauUby, in Norfolk, was interred in that of 
St^ Mary De Ameburgh. Mention is made of eigh* 
teen or nineteen guilds, for the support of these 
chapels, the most eminent of which was St^^ 
George's, but there were probably many others 
now totally forgotten. 

In the reign of Edward HL, the chapels were^ 
so numerous, that it was deemed necessary to make 
an addition to the church, for the greater conveni- 
ence of divine service; and an additional aisle was 
begun at the west end, extending in length one hun- 
dred and seven feet, and in breadth forty-seven feet., 
This building was never finished, for the great plaguer 
of 1349 swept away most of the inhabitants, and 
rendered its completion unnecessary. 

In the chancel of this Church, during the periods 
of monaehism, was a kind of machinery, intended 
to rejM-esent the star which foretold the birth of 
our Saviour, and several memorandums of money 
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expended* for ite repair ai>e qupted by Sw^id^n, 
fram did diiir eh books. It has been lassectQ^f ftQd 
indeed becinne a &yorite opinuHi, th^t tbe Jt^iQ9 
uppearing in tbe^ accounts^ are eonvinqinif prcM^ 
of the methods resorted to by the mojkks^ delude 
the people^ and attempt to impose upon them these 
artificial resemblances^ for fiometbiog.of a more 
supernatural nature. 

This opinion^ however^ appears to hare been 
hastily and incautiously adopted^ while the true 
^igiiifipation of the emblems were misrepresented. 
Or im^eifeetly understood. It was piincipidly by 
idramatie exhibitions/ performed in churches and 
^onyents, that the leading incidents ofscripturci 
histoiy, and the prominent miracles of evangelic 
record, were; firist rendered familiar by the church 
of Rome to the po^^ular memory. These sacred 
drainaSs were mostiiy imiten and delivered in latin : 
but by degreeSi partial vernacular versions of the 
dialogue were provided, to explain the exhibited 
pageants to the wondering multitude. Hius ^rose 
those mysteries and mu*aele-plays, which migrated 
at length from the church to the theatre, and there 

• Thus, in 1465, ^< p^id for leadiQg the stmr, three-pence qn the 
twetftfa daj-HBisdcIng^ a new star **-4n 1506, <* for hangfing and sconringf 
tliefrtaivHk new b$\k Jive to theatar, andryving the atar* eight- 
f9^^ 9 ^,^d in Kil3» *^ f<^r a n|ne thread live to lead (he star ^*' and in 
die same books, the following memorandums are on record, concern- 
ing the sepulchre, nai|iely, in 1465, *< paid for setting up the sepulehra 
-plbrs^i^^helif piM4bre*s cloth-rbenring pf th^ w^ip— for twojp^llies 
oyer (he sepulchre in the chancel roof— -for taking down the se^al- 
dhre^formeiidingit— for mending an angel standing at the sepulchre 
i*-lbra.ncwhon6e in the yestry to put the sepulchre— ^or Creasing 
and watchiii^ it-<->for fetch^ig in (lie sep^ilohce, and tending itK 
Ufirht.'' 
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beoame obnozioos to the clergy^ who werefrequentij 
klarmed^ aod vnth good reason, for the dignity of 
the persons so brought upon the stage. Not all the 
catholic countries, however, have dismissed the 
scripture plays from their protection ; for in Spiaiil^ 
and at Vienna, the Autos Sacramewtalis of Calde^ 
rone, continue to be performed. The prophecies of 
Daniel are to this day a fitvorite spectacle at Madrid; 
and perhaps they preserve fragments of scenes more 
ancient than the origin of Christianity. 

It was natural that the monastic orders should 
provide appropriate representations for the several 
festival days, on which they wished to convene the 
people: thus, at Christmas, they selected the mys- 
teries of the nativity, the adoration of the shepherds 
and the Magi, and the massacre of the innocents; 
at Easter, they performed the mysteries of the pas- 
sion, the resurrection, and the ascension; and on 
the birth-day of their patron saint, they exMbited 
the miracles related in his legendary history. 

In these religious dramas, every description of 
scenery was employed, which could heighten the 
effect and give popularity to the subject ; and there 
is little doubt but that the memoranda appearing in 
our church books related alone to these exhibitions. 
With the most awful subjects the lowest pleasantries 
were sometimes mingled, and certainly only the 
goodness of the intention can apolo^ze for the 
approach which was thus made to impiety. 

The chapels of this Church were rich in silver 
.utensils, jewels, and precious stones, furnished 
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by their respective guilds^ and by various legacies^ 
until the 37th of Henry VIII.^ when all the guilds 
were ^ssolved, except the merchants', the plate 
belonging to them sold, and the money applied to 
other purpose?. 

Manship, in lus historical account of Yar- 
mouth, mentions a curious fragment pf parchment, 
suspended in the chancel; upon it were written 
some very lingular chronological notices of the 
town in latin, but the original has long since been 
totally destroyed.* Near the south side of the 
Church, are the ruins of the priory, of which very 
little is standing; and the remains of this onCe 
sacred edifice are now converted into a stable and 
other offices. Two of the windows yet retain their 
original appearance, and correspond in architecture 
with others in the Church, but they nevertheless 
exhibit marks of the withering touch of time. 

The Church was appropriated by bishop Herbert, 
fts a pjriory cell, subservient to the holy trinity at 
Norwich, and valued at sixty marks per annum. A 
deacon and three chaplains were appointed to per- 

, 

•TRANSUiTION. 

lw^<»Th0 town of Yarmouth is walled » situated upon the sea, 
distant from the city of Norwich, on the east, an hundred furlongs ; 
which tho' it be situated between two salt floods, yet hath plenty of 
fresh water fit for driBkiog* and washing^* 

9.f<-This town in divine worship, in elegant houses, decent 
apparel, plenty of provision, is npt surpassed by wy city of 
England : 'whose inhabitants in hospitality, arc as it were natu- 
rally courtiers* 

3.^There is in this town one very laudable thing, that there 
liever was in it an ecclesiastic man, who has baen publicly de(ee« 
ied of the sin of carnality. 
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form divine service, who officiated under the prior. 
Thus it continued until Roger de Haddiscoe, found- 
ding the chapel at the east end of the building, 
made an addition of eight monks, who were sent 
from the Norwich priory, and residing here with 
the priof, formed a choir until the dissolution ; but 
they were subject to local changes, as often as it 
pleased the superior of that monastery. 

The monks were of the Benedictine order, who 
were introduced into England as early as the year 
596, and before the dissolution, became a very 
powerful body. The buildings continued until the 
reformation, when the spiritualties were returned 
to be of the yearly value of 6^31. 10s. 4d. together 
vnth those of the Norvvich priory. 

They were succeeded by the dean and chapter 
of Norwich, in whose possession it at present con- 
tinues, and the living is a curacy in their appoint- 
ment. 

The old spire of this tower, which appeared 
crooked in whatever direction viewed, was com- 
posed principally of wood, covered with lead* It 
was set on fire by lightning, in 1683, but extin- 
guished by one John Grice, who hi|d the thanks 
of the Corporation, and a piece of plate, of the 
value of ten pounds, presented to him, as a remune- 
ration for his services. 

In 1803, it was thought proper to remove it, 
in consequence of the excessive weight of lead 
upon the tower, which in itself was not very 
substantial. Anew spire, one hundred and sixty^- 
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ei^t feet in height, covered tnth tinned sheet cop* 
per, WW erected vntliiii four years afterwards, and 
the tower thorongly repaired, which cost seijBQO. 

The Church was also repaired, by yirtue of an 
act of parliament, passed in 1806 : the south and 
west sides, instead of being repaired with the grey 
flints originally used, were, it must be allowed, in- 
jncUciously covered with cement or plaster, which 
peeling off, and varying its colour with the effects 
of every passing shower, has entirely destroyed the 
antique external appearance of these sides of the 
building. In 1807> a new clock was furnished, and 
the year following, ten excellent bells were added, 
and the old ones disposed of. 

In consequence of the Church being again out 
of repi^ir, an enlargement of the last-mentioned 
act of parliament was a short time since obtained, 
under the power&r of which it was determined to 
remove the window of the south transept, and 
repur the roof, which has accordingly been execu- 
ted. The window was rebuilt in a style correspond-* 
ii^g with the original, and a great proportion of the 
old work restored again to its idtuation. The old 
window, although irregular in its workmanship^ 
was notwithstancUngby far the most perfect vestige 
of arehitectural antiquity in the building. 

The great object of attracticm to stntugers 
^ririting this Church, is its magnificent and power- 
fiiSy-totaed organ, said not to be inferior to any 
other in the kingdom, aiid excelled only by that of 
Haerlem, in Holland; This instrument was first set 
up in 1733) but, in the course of time, becoming 
'much dilapidated, it underwent, about ten years 
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innce^ a complete repidr, under the dii;^tioii of 
England, the celebrated organ builder. It Ls ditid^ 
into three parts, and has eleren stops consigned 
to the great organ, five more to the choir, and 
eight others to the swell, wluch goes down to C^ 
besides two octaves of pedal pipes. 

The chancel contains a number of maKhl^ 
tablets, records of benefactions, and memorials of 
the dead, but few of any interest. In the north 
aisle, is one to the memory of John Cttrter, Els^.^ 
a violent presbyterian, the bosom friend and 
adviser of Oliver Cromwell, a man whb was deeply 
implicated in the political factions of his time. R6 
sprang from an ancient and honorable faxAibf ill 
this town, and was twice bailiff and one -of the el- 
ders. He lived to witness the restoration of royalty, 
and the overthrow of those measures he had been 
instrumental in promoting : probably he resigned 
his corporate situation at this same period, tot 
his name is not mentioned in the charter of 
Charles II. He died in 1667,' iti the 73rd year of 
his age, and upon his monumental 6tone are thit 
following singular lines: 

Hii; .court his %ht» his race, 
Thus finished fought* and run» 
D^h'brmgs hhn to the place 
From^whenoeasno rttute/ — 
Nfiver didjeBin8A/.faJnrfoQi)r^^pift3 , 

Nor. p%jii(?i s?ft hw.ftow,c^ 
Nor ci^jdve heat. of. his. return,.. 
Nor servant his indentigr^ bum», 
Nor b^ifh'd prince Mri^e his' crowtij 
N«r tired' fnui« tk ingfat; lie down - 
With greater joy» than he exprest 
At. sight of his approaching rest. 
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Mrs, Bridget Bendi^h, a daughter of the Gelebra- 
ted IretOQ, the parliamentary general, and grand- 
daughter of Oliver Cromwell, was also interred 
here. This extraordinary woman, who, in disposition 
and talents, nearly resembled the protector, whose 
memory she enthusiastically venerated, departed 
this life the 14th July, 1726, at the advanced age 
of 76 years. 

Owing to the circumstance of the burial ground 
of this edifice being the only place of interment for 
those of the established church, it became, though 
very spacious, excessively crowded, and in con- 
fiequence, an additional piece of ground immedi- 
ately adjoining was a few years since purchased^ 
and appropriated to the same purpose. An air of 
solemn grandeur pervades the whole of this build- 
ings the contemplation of which imparts a feeling 
of reverential awe, calculated to make a lasting 
impression upon the mind of the spectator. In 
former times, it was much celebrated for affording 
sanctuary to murderers, and papal abjuration fre- 
qently took place within its walls, in conformity to 
the tolerated practice of those times, when men 
could with impunity sever the bonds of society, 
trample upon all laws, human and divine, and af- 
terwards avert the punishment due to their enor- 
mities, by availing themselves of this security, 
frequent instances of which occurred in this Church. 
In 1297> Simon Blaking, of Martham, took sanc- 
tuary here, and confessed, before the bailiffs and 
eoroner, that hehadbrokenopenahouseatHemesby^ 
and stolen a bacon^ of the value of 28., and after- 
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wards committed the same outran upon the prison 
of Southtown, and subsequently killed William Uta 
Nicholas Blaking, of Martham ; when, having under- 
gone the proper; forms used on such occasions, this 
miscreant was allowed port at Erwell, (now Orford) 
in Suffolk, with permission to transport himself in 
fifteen days. But, when the clouds of ignorance, which 
had veiled the early ages of the Church in darkness 
and superstition, were gradually dissipating, under 
the increasing influence of learning and a purer 
Christianity, the monks became justly sensible of 
the necessity of discontinuing a protection, which 
the early fathers of the church had piously, thougb 
unwisely placed at their disposal, incompatible as it 
was with the general safety of the community at 
large, and the obnoxious custom of allowing 
sanctuary to offenders of this descr^tion was in 
consequence abolished. 

In a chamber vestry, in the north aisle, is a 
small library of old books, principally theological 
works; but there are none of any particular value. 
An Undent lectorn, or reading desk, containing 
seven shelves, for the reception of books, curiously 
constructed, is here preserved. 

To this Church once belonged six thousand com- 
municants. A sermon is preached here, morning 
and afternoon, on the sabbath day, and one on 
Wednesdays, besides the usual festivals and other 
holidays, with ten successive evening lectures on tlie 
church catechism, commencing in May. 
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^ An aacWatcufitomof. providing a breakfast for 
eertaiaiaimbkants of the town annually^ oa Christ* 
maskdayy ' was lAsenred by the prior and monks^ 
and afterwards hy the dean and chapter, or their 
fiumer of the parsonage; which castom continued 
until the twenty-first of Elizabeth^ when the plague 
^Dr a time effectually prev^ited it> and ^5 per an- 
num were paid instead as a compensation: after 
4he. plague ceased^ the breakfast was provided as 
«sual. .laih&reign of King James, a Mr Gostling^ 
the fiurmer, absolutely refused either to provide a 
breakfast^ or to pay any composition in lieu of it, and 
jUM>ntrqver8y«<Humeaced between him and the town 
in consequence. - He alleged^ that the custom was 
productive of much mischief, by the lower class of 
^persons quarrdling, drinking, and pro&uing the 
holy^j, breaking of pots and glasses, and com- 
mitting other disorders, which could by no means 
be prevented. With these reasons the other party 
'were not at all satisfied, and the matter was referred 
to the lords of the privy council, who obliged' Mr. 
Gostling to pay ^10 annually for the benefit of the 
*flshen]ien of the town, and the further sum of 'sSS 
fbr a compensation for his default of payment in 
the past years, to which he was obliged to submit 
jwUil some years* after, when he made an agreement 
iwhh the Corporation respecting the appointment 
«f preachers and ministers of the town, when the 
cuBlom ofxbreakfiuiting was for ever afterwards 
^discontinued. 

In consequence of the rapid increase of the 
population, and there being but one church for the 
recqition of such as held the reformed faith, it at 
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length became whpUy- incapable of containing the^ 
number of persons desirous of being admitted ta 
bear diYine service on the Babbatbj and it was 
tiierefore thought proper to apply to parliament for 
an act to enable them to buUd a Chapel, in some 
convenient part of the town^ for such as were not 
able to procure pews in St. Nicholas's Church* This 
was accordingly carried into execution^ and an act 
obtained, in 1714, by which the Corporation were 
empowered to levy a. tax upon all coals, culm, and 
cinders imported, and consumed within thie town. 
The Chapel was begun in the same year, finished 
in the course of the following, and a committee of 
management intrusted with the appointment of the' 
pews, and the distribution of the inhabitants in the 
new building. Two ministers were shortly after 
deputed to perform diiane service, under cert^ re<- 
gulations agreed to be observed,' and a clerk'^£rec<- 
ted to superintend the necessary duties, and to ton> 
the bell for morning and eveiiingprayerj^ which 
rules are, with little variation, complied with at' 
present. 

The Chapel is a light building, of an extended 
octangular form, and extremely well adapted to the. 
purposes of its erection. The pews beneath are of 
wainscot, and well arranged. There is also a com- 
modious gallery, extending nearly round the build- 
ing, with a very tolerable organ: the pulpit is 
advantageously placed, the altar piece neat, and 
the whole Chapel well lighted. The steeple is 
square, surrounded on the top by a n^ing, above 
ipf hich U terminates in an octagonal turret and 
d6me, and contuns a good elocki The bnil^^ 

K 
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was encloped a . few years slace by an handsome' 
iron palisa£ng ; the area^ covered with verdant 
^pn^, and shaded by the luxuriant foliage of soine 
lofty trees^ forms a beautiful promenade for ladies 
lii the summer season. M^tMn tile' Chapel is a tab-' 
liGtt^ to the memory of a deceased clergymian^ who 
formerly oficiated there; but marriages are not' 
solemnized in itj nor is the ground appropriated 
^o interment. 

. There are several dissenting houses in Yar- 
mouth^' amongst which may be enumerated, the 
AnanSy; CalyanistSf Independents, and Methodists, 
each of which has avery eoii^iderabl^ congregation, 
pifftioularly that appropriated . to the Wesleyan 
Methodists, a new and spacious edifice^ in King- 
Street, near Steel's Oates^ 

• . The Guikl-HaU is a convenient bnildkig, near the 
ehureh, of the lorigindi <if which Mansb^> f^y^» the 
fiollbwing aeceunt: <Ubere iS('' say9 he ^^a very fair 
faoildhlg, eommenly called the Guild^Ha)!, near unto 
the church, containing in length, from east to west, 
within.the walls, seventy-six feet, and in breadth 
twenty-two £set, wMch being much ruinated, was, 
in the year of our Lord 1544, in th(8 36th Henry 
VIII., by the town very substantially repured and 
amended, and the walls new buttressed and ^up- 
ported, and the roof, which is a very fair on^ some, 
time belonging to Mettingham College, (upon the 
suppression thereof) was brought to Yarmouth and 
placed upon the said I^all, and covered with lead 
very neatly. In this Hall, in times past, viz., within 
my remwibrahce, was yearly holden, on Trinity 
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Saiiday> 4 solemn feast for the whole brotherhood 
and fdlowship of the society, called the blessed 
trinity, wUch by our charter of Kmg John, in the 
year 1207, wiMS granted unto us by the name of the 
merchants' guild, whereunto every one of the com- 
jnon council, at his first admission and oalh taken^ 
doth still acknowledge himself a brother of that 
society; which sfdd feast was for the most part 
yearly holden at the costs of four of that brother- 
hood successively, according to their cours^ of 
incomiDg maintained; over whom the senior baili£& 
for the year preceding, was, and is, nominated 
idderman. The Hall (aforesaid) being at that time 
richly hanged and adorned . with cloth of Arras 
tapestry, and other costly furniture, not sparing 
any dainty fare, which might be had for money.** 

The order of that feast, as it waa agreed at an 
assembly holden the 18th iday of March^ in the 6th 
year of Elizabeth, 1563. *< First, that every brother 
of the house should, on the vigil or eve of the 
Uessed trinity, be present in the church to hear 
divine service, and should pay for him and his wife> 
28. 8d. towards the charges of the feast, wbether 
he came or not : every brother or sister extraordi- 
nary coming thither, to pay 12d. apiece, and so ^very 
other person the like" Their diet to be as follow- 
eth, namely, '^ at their coming to churchy on the. eve 
aforesaid, a competency of spice cakes, beer and 
ale, to be provided for them, &c.'^ 

J^Ianship further states <' that this regulation 
continued until the year 1569, when by reason of 
l^e excessive charge, but more ecfecial^ i3a^ great 
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The only conimiuiication with Yaniloutl),^ tLhd 
the west side of the water^ prior to the .year.^427jf 
was by a ferry boat; but in that year^ a Bridge was 
built, by a charter obtuned for the purpose, and 
continued upwards of a century ; falling into decay, 
in the first year of the reign of Queen Mary, a 
Drawbridge was erected, for the better defence aud 
security of the inhabitants. This was awept away 
by a violent tide in 1570, which did muqh damage 
in different parts of the town, and cost in rebuild- 
ing upwards i>f ^400. The present Bridge, built 
principally of wood, was constructed in 1/^, with 
two leaves in the centre, which were raised by le- 
vers. It was extremely inconvenient and difficult 
to move; but it continued thus until 1809, when a 
temporary Bridge having been thrown across the 
stream, for the accommodation of passengers, the 
top and middle parts of the old structure were re- 
moved, and a new firame of timber substituted. The 
Huddle arch is raised by the mechanical power of 
four cast-iron wheels, at the ezU'emities of which 
chains are attached, and a hand rope. Tlie arch 
can be elevated, with very little assistance, at 
the shortest notice } and ships are suffered to pass 
through at all times, except on market days, paying 
a tdl of nx shillings. 

The Fishermen's Hospital, (so named to distin- 
guish it from the Children's or St. Mary's) was 
erected by the Corporation in 1702, for the recep- 
tion of decayed fishermen ; and many benefitctom 
subsequentiy assisted the charity. It is a low qua- 
drangular bidldbg, a little north-east of the mar- 
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iiet, containiDg forty rooms^ each piur of which are 
bccupied by a decayed fisbermaii and his wife^ who 
krejdlowed 2s« and28.6d. per weelc^ during the 
summer and winter seasons^ and one chaldron of 
coals. No other than a fisherman, or seaiatring per- 
j^on^ is eligible to liiis charity, nor can he be admit- 
^d under the age of sixty years; if married, his 
infe may reside with him» but she is compelled to 
^it at the demise of her husband. In the middle 
of the yard is a square pedestal, surmounted by a 
figure of charity, in. cast lead; and the inner gate 
has a cupola, within which is a figure of St. Peter; 
on the left, as you enter the gateway, affixed to 
the wall, is a tablet, upon which the names of 
aeveral of the benefactors are inscribed. In 1668, 
tlharles II. gave ^160 annually to this Hospital, as 
a compensation for the duties paid on beer consumed 
in f h^ north sea fisheries. This sum at present con- 
tinues to be enjoyed, and is received by th^ Hospital 
committee^ of the collector of his migesty's excise 
in this town, who pays it out of the monies arising 
from the beer duties' collection. 

The Children's Hospital, (part of wUch forms the 
Workhouse,) on the east side of the market, has, 
externally, an ancient :and jHCturesque appearance; 
but its foundation having been described at page 13, 
I shall pass on to ' 

.. The Theatre, standing at a short distance from 
the market-place^ built in 1778, and cost in the 
erecUon, about j^l, 500, which sum was invested in 
securities of ^100 each. It was much frequented 
for a series of years» but becoming extremely di- 
lapidated, in 1820, it was judged proper to remove 
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iMi^-roonodel iOtet i^b^le o£ the interior, wluch was 
M09rdli)9ly::pui UUo executioii*. ^1000, were 
MpendeNi'byMr. WUbjbis,. the pi^tenlee,. iii the 
impsifovenieiit^ii aad teM ^ew s^^res, of ^100 each 
created: .];i>y him^ as a secorUy, ^t ^5 p^ cent* 
per annu]B4 Theiq^per and k)w:er boxes form an 
f9P(iphitheatre> after tiie ; inaiiBer of the melropo- 
lilatn :houj$es» and are ^ery 'neady fitted up; the 
pit 'IB ^pacioas^ and the gallery extremely fimftUy 
wbich is: iperhaps r^tii^ an advantage than other- 
wise, afi. it conduces I ^generally to the comfort of 
tlie aja^ence seated; iii Olfttar patts of the house. 
The Norwich aempanylperfinrm here in the summer 
reason; but the iTheatre is occasionally.used for 
pane^aipic pHr^os^, and exhibitions of a different 
nature, Jin . the absence of tiie regular company, du- 
fjQg the winter reciiess. ' 

' 'The principal building appropriated to the 
^liMBc revenue, is the Custom-House, a large and 
nandsome edifice^ nearly in the centre of the south- 
quay, containing many spacious apartments for the 
different officers of this department, (about thirty 
in nomber) land the transaction of general public 
Jmsiness, which is sometimes rery considerable. 

\ llie Excise-Office is in Howard-street, an old 
and "mean building, much inferior to the custom- 
house in size and convenience, and similar to many 
odieraui that branch of the revenue, conducted with 
the greatest attention to economy, and at the least 
possible expense. 

A short distance from the custom-house is the 
Tbii^n-Hottse^ which appertaiaf to the Corporation^ 
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and is the general office of the wateivbuliff^ who 
holds his appointment under them, and is commonly 
chosen from among their own body. His duty is to 
collect the town dues, and to regulate the harbour 
and shipping interest. 

This building, in the front of which is a clock, 
was erected in the year 1600, and originally used as 
a Dutch chapel by the Hollanders, who resorted 
hither; and afterwards as an English chapel, (in 
which preached one Mr. Brinsley, an ejected 
minister of St. Nicholas's church,) but not being 
consecrated, it was suppressed, by order of the 
bishop of the diocese. The front part was fitted 
up for an office, and the back premises subsequently 
converted into a room for dramatic exhibitions, 
and used as such, until the present theatre was 
built. The upper apartment, fronting the quay, 
was appropriated to the purpose of a Public Library, 
for which it is extremely well adapted, and as 
such Is now used. The library was first instituted 
on the 6th January, 1802, by a certain number of 
subscribers, who have all an equal right in the 
institution, and are at liberty to transfer their 
shares at pleasure, subject to the regulations of the 
society. The price of a share is sS2. 12s. 6d. irith 
an annual subscription of one guinea. The shelves 
contain about 2700 well-selected volumes, and in 
describing them, I shall follow the classification 
adopted in numbering the manuscripts preserved 
in the Harleian collection. 

K* 
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< Bibliography. — ^In this department, there are about 200 
Tolumes, among which are the Edinburgh, Quarterly, and Westmin* 
1^ Reviews; the Monthly Review from 1803, and the Quarterly 
Journal of Science and Arts, with other popular critiques. 

Thkology. — ^In this class, the collection is not very extensive, 
for there are not more than 130 voKimes, but in the selection, 
every kind of controversial divinity has been carefully avoided. 
The works of Addison, Alison, Blair, Burder, Butler, Campbell, 
Chalmers, Samuel Clarke, W. B. Collyer, Derham, Doddridge, 
Farmer, Irving, Hursley, Jortin, Lardner, Michaelis, Paley, Porteus, 
and Bii^op Watson, are conspicuous j there is also a very fine copy 
of Picart's Rdigious Ceremonies. 

PjaiLOsoPHY. — 60 volumes, including the works of Paley, 
Watts, Locke, Duncan, and Bishop Berkeley. 

PojJTics AND PoxJTicAL ECONOMY.— About 160 volumcs, 
chiefly on Legislation, the Law of Nations, and Political Economy, 
Parliamentary Reports, &c. &c. In this department, all pam- 
]dilets*having a tendency to party politics, are carefully excluded. 

Arts and Scienc£s.>-200 volumes. Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tstnnica, &c &C. 

;Gb€X}Raphy.—- 80 volumes, including the works of D'Anville, 
Fiokei'ton, Malte-Brun, Ma^or Rennell, and others. 

Voyages and Tratels.— 300 weU-choaen volumes. 

Chronology and History.— 400 volumes. Universal 
Histcry, Annual Regbter, Hume, Robertson, Gibbon, Hallam, Rapin, 
and Sharon Turner. 

]&OGRAPHY.-*-About 260 volumes. 

Topography, Antiquities, and Heraldry.— In these 
three departments, the collection is certainly not rich, but more at- 
tention is hourly paying to each by the committee. At present there 
are not more than 70 volumes, among whieh are Edmondson's 
Heraldry, Blomefield's Norfolk, and a good copy of Strutt's Arms, 
Habits, &c« 
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Grammar, Philology, Criticism & Rhetoric. — ^About 
40 volumes. 

Poetry and the Drama.^230 volumes, including Bell*t 
Theatre, British Poets, the works of Byron, Scott, Campbell, Rogern 
Soulbey, and Milman. 

Novels AND Romances. — About 200 volumes: MiasEdgeo 
worth, the Waverley Novels, Goldsmitli, Mrs. Opie, and other 
popular writers. 

PoLYGRAPHY.— 70 volumcs, including the works of. Loid 
Bacon, Sir William Jones, Hoiace Walpole, Goldsmith, and 
Johnson. 

Literary MiscBLLANiBs.->-Mo8t of the standard publica- 
tions of the Prose Writers ; a fine copy of the Harleian Miscellany, 
and a variety of other woiks. 

But the greatest and most valuable ornamenta 
of these shelves^ are forty large folio volames of the 
Public Records of the Kingdom, received the 5th of 
May, 1825, printed under the direction of the Com- 
missioners appointed by His Majesty, to execute 
the measm*es recommended by a select committee 
of the House of Commons respecting the national 
archives. The subscribers are indebted to the 
influence of Dawson Turner, Esq. for procuring 
these works, which are ordered to be returned 
to the office of the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, in the event of a dissolution of this 
library. These volumes are perfect specimens of the 
typographic art, and are adorned with a variety of 
beautifully engraved fac-similes of charters, grants^ 
seals, and other ancient documents, some of them 
coloured in a very fine and luminous manner. In 
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nraming them, it may be necessary to state, that 
the great Domesday, having been reprinted by order 
of Government in 1783, is not included in this col- 
lection. We begin therefore with the third volume, 
which is merely an index to the general Domesday, 
trith a dissertation upon that important record, viz. 

m.^ — ^LlBRI CENSUALIS VOCATI DOMESDAY BOOK INDI- 
CES ACCTESSIT DISSERTATIO GENERALIS DB RATIONE HUJUSCE 
UBRI. 

IV.— LiBRI CENSUALIS VOCATI DOMESDAY BOOK ADDITA- 
MENTAEX CODIC. ANTIQUISS. — EXON* DOMESDAY— INQUISITIO 
EUENSIS— >LIBKR WINTON — ^BOLDON BOOK. 

Of the records which compose the fourth vo- 
lume^ supplementary to Domesday, the first in 
point of time is 

The Exon Domesday, the original of -which is preserved 
among the muniments and charters, belonging to the Dean and 
Chapter of Exeter Cathedral. Its main body presents a description 
ei the western parts of the kingdom, comprising the Counties of 
Wiltshire^ Dorsetshire, Somersetshire, Devonshire, and Cornwall, 
and it is supposed, so fur as it extends, to contain an exact transcript 
of the original rolls or returns made by the Conqueror's Commis- 
fikmers at the time of forming the general survey, from which the 
great Domesday itself was compiled. 

The Inquisitio Euensis is a docmnent of the same kind 
as the Exeter Domesday, relating to the property of the monastery 
of Ely, recorded afterwards in two volumes of the Domesday Survey: 
The original is praaorved m a Register of the Monastery, remaining 
among the Cotton Ifanuscripts in the British Museum, marked 
Tiberius A. VI. and is at least as old as the 12th century. Another 
copy of this inquisition is contained in the Chartulary of Ely Monas- 
tery, preserved at Trinity College, Cambridge, called by Gale, Ltder 
Eliensis. In point of form, arrangement, and contents, it very 
much resembles the Exeter Survey. 
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The Winton Domesday. The original was formerly the 
property of James West, Esq. now preserved in the archives of 
the Society of Antiquaries, at London, and consists of two distinct 
parts or records, both written on vellum. 

Immediately following the title of the first portion, is a rubric, 
stating that King Henry J. desirous of ascertaining what King 
Edward the Confessor held in Winchester, as of his own demesne, 
ordered this survey to be made upon the oaths of the burgesses. 
Immediately after the title page in the printed volume, is a beautiful 
fac-simile of the rubric, contained in the original. This survey wtis 
taken between the years 1 107 and 1 128. The next is 

The Boldon Book, or Survey of the Palatinate of Durham. 
In the year 1183, Hugh Pudsey, called also De Puteaco, De Pusar, 
and De Pusas, nephew to Stephen, King of England, caused this 
Survey to be made, since known by the name of " The Boldon Book.'* 
It probably had its name from Boldon, a village and parish neiBLr 
Sunderland, in the same diocese, where it was either compiled, or 
according to the census of whose inhabitants, the other manors, &c. 
in that bishoprick were regulated. This latter is the most probable 
origin of the name, for in the account of rents and services required 
of other places, reference is frequently made to those rendered by 
the people of Boldon. Of the motives or reasons which led to this 
compilation, we have no record. Its title, however, in the Laud 
M, S. 542, shews at once the nature and design of the work— « 
'*Inquisitio de Consuetudinibus et Redditibus totius Episcopatos 
Dunelmenais: facta per Hugonem Episcopum, Anno 1183.'* 

TaXATIO BCGLESIASTICA ANGUJE et WALUiE AUCTORI* 

TATE P. NiCHOLAi iv. CIRCA A. D. 1291. In the yCBT 1253^ 
Pope Innocent the Fourth, to whose predecessors in the see of Rome 
the first fruits and tenths of all ecclesiastical benefices had for a 
long time been paid, gave the same to King Henry m. for three years, 
which occasioned a taxation in the following year, sometimes called 
the "Norwich Taxation," and sometimes "Pope Innocent's Valor." 
In the year 1288, Pope Nicholas IV. granted the tenths to King 
Edward I. for six years, towards defraying the expenses of an expe- 
dition to the Holy Land, and that they might be collected to their 
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fuli^ value, a taxation by the King's precept was begun in that 
year, and finished as to the province of Canterbury, in 1291 > 
and as to that of York, in the following year j the whole being under 
the direction of John, Bishop of Winton, and Oliver, Bi^op of 
Lincoln. 

A third taxation, entitled " Nova Taxatio," as to some part of 
the province of York, was made A. D. 1318, (1 1th Edward II.) by 
virtue of a royal mandate, directed to the Bishop of Carlisle, chiefly 
on account of the invasion of the Scots, by which the clergy of 
those border countries were rendered unable to pay the former tax. 

The taxation of Pope Nicholas is a most important record, 
because all the taxes, as well of our Kings as the Pope's, were regu- 
lated by it, until the survey made in the 26th year of Henry Vm. ^ 
and because the statutes of colleges which were founded before the 
Reformation, are also interpret^ by this criterion, according to 
which their benefices^ under a certain value, are exempted from the 
restriction in the statute 21st Henry VHI. concerning pluralities. 

Valor ecclbsiasticus temp. henr. viii. auctoritate 
REGiA INSTITUTUS, 4 VOLS. — ^This survey was made in pm^uance 
of an Act passed in the 26th year of Henry VHI., for ascertaining 
the annual value of all the possessions, manors, lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, and profits, as well spiritual as temporal, appertaining 
to any monastery, priory, church, college, conventual parsonage, 
vicarage, chauntry, free chapel, or other ecclesiastical edifice or 
community within the realm ^ and by it a certain number of com- 
missioners in each district were appointed by articles under the 
King's own hand, who had power to examine the clergy touching 
the value, extent, and nature of all the ecclesiastical property in the 
kingdom. 

Calbndarium inquisitionum post mortem sive 
escaetarum, vol. 1. temporibus regum hen. iii. ed. i. 

& ED. II. 

Vol. 2. Tempore regis edwardi hi. 

Vol. 3. Temporibus regum rig. ii. & hen. iv. 

Therecords preserved in the Tower of London, entitled, Inqui" 
siiknes Post Mortem^ or as they are sometimes called, Escheats^ 
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commence with the early pait of the reign of Henry HI., and end 
with the third year of Richard III. The originals are preserved 
in bundles clironologically arranged : they wei*e taken by virtue of 
writs, directed to the escheators of each coimty or district, to sum- 
mon a jury on oath, who were to enquire what lands any person 
died seized of, and by what rents and services the same were held, 
and who was the next heir, and of what age the heir was, that the 
King might be informed of his right of escheat or wardship. They 
also shew whether the tenant was attainted of treason, or was an 
alien, in either of which cases they were seized into the King^s hands : 
they likewise shew the quantity, quality, and value of the lands of 
which each tenant died seized, &c., and they are the best evidences 
of the descents of femilies and of property. The calendar to these 
records now published, is a transcript of the official calendars, re- 
vised and corrected with the originals. 

ducatus lancastrlig pars prima calsndarium 
inquisitionum post mortem, &c. temporibus regum sdw. i. 
edw. iii. ric. ii. hen. v. hen. vi. edw. iv. hen. vii. hen. viii. 
edw. vi. regin. mar. phil. & mar. eliz. jac. i. car. i. 

Pars sbcunda a calendar to the pleadings, &c., in 
the reigns of hen. vll. hen. viii. edw. vi. queen mary 
and phil. and mary. 

According to the return made to the select conmiittee of the 
House of Commons, in the year 1800, the Inquisitions Post 
Mortem, in the repository of the Duchy of Lancaster, then found, 
amounted to 2400, beginning with the first year of King Henry V. 
1413, and ending with the 18th year of Charles I. 1642, A mora 
recent investigation has shewn tiieir number to amount to 3569, 
which it was found necessary to put into a better state of arrangement, 
to clean, repair, and bind them into volumes, and compose the new 
calendar, which forms the first part of this volume. 

The Pleadings, consisting of bills, answers, depositions, and 
surveys, in suits exhibited in the Duchy court, commence with the 
first year of King Henry VH., and are continued to the present time. 
The calendar now published, extends from the earliest date of these 
pleadings^ to the reign of Philip and Mary, including 5682 records, 
and forms the second part of the volume. 



72' 



ROTULI HUNDREDORUM TEMP. HEN. III. & EDW. I. IN TURR* 
LOND' £T in CURIA RECEPT^ SCACCARIJ WESTM. ASSERVATI. 
VOL. 1 & 2. 

The hundred rolls contain inquisitions taken in pursuance of 
a special commission, issued under the great seal, dated the 11th of 
October, in the second year of King Edward 1. It was one oi the 
functions of the justices of Eyre, to enquire in every county, of 
the knight's fees, escheats, wardships, marriages, presentations to 
diurches, &c., and usurpations of the rights of the crown, in order 
to preserve the profitable tenures of the King, and that he might be 
duly answered of the fruits of such escheats, wardships, &c., which 
formed a material part of his revenue, and also to enquire into op- 
pressions and frauds of the King*s ministers and officers; and for 
these purposes, the justices delivered in charge to the hundredors 
certain articles, called '< Capitula Itineris.^ 

During the turbulent reign of King Henry HI., the revenues of 
the crown bad been considerably diminished by tenants in Capite 
alienating without licence; and by ecclesiastics as well as laymen^ 
withholding from the crown, under various pretexts, its just rights, 
usurping the right of holding courts and other Jura Regalia. 

King Edward L, on his return from the Hdy Land, corrected 
these abuses, and one of the first acts of his administration, after his 
arrival, was to enquire into the state of the demesnes, the rights and 
rev^aesof the crown, and the conduct of those officers who had 
defrauded the King and oppressed the people : for this purpose, pecu- 
liar, evidence w IS necessary, and the King therefore appointed special 
commissioners for the whole kingdom, who commenced their in- 
quiries, and returned the rolls of their inquisitions into the Ck>urt of 
Exchequer, which exhibited at one view a return of the demesne 
lands, manors, tenants, alienations, wardships, marriages, escheats, 
and every other kind of property, in which the right of the crown 
was affected, with the abuses of its officers. 

PlACITA DE quo warranto TEMPORIBUS EDW. I. II. 
& III. IN CURIA RECEPTEE SCACCARIJ WESTM. ASSBRVATA. 

To describe the nature of these records, refereace may be had 
tathe preceding Hundred Rolk. The statute of Gloucester was 
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enacted in the sixth year of Edward !.» the. first chapter relating 
to liberties, franchises, and quo warranto, was founded opon the 
previous enquiries, under the commission issued third of Edward I. 
Immediately after the passing of the statute of Gloucester, the stated 
period of the circuit in Eyre returned, and on the justices going 
their Iter, writs of right and of quo v^unranto issued very generally 
against such persons as claimed manors, liberties, &c.y where the 
jurors had previously said upon oath before the Inquisitorf, An. 3. 
Edward I. **Nesciunt 2uo Warranto,** the parties held cm: claimed} 
and again where they said the party held or claimed **SMe WtoT' 
rantot* in such case a writ sometimes issued \ but the party usually 
came in upon the general proclamation (directed by the statute) 
without any special writ of quo warranto. 

ROTUIX>ilCM OBIGINAUUM IN CURIA SCACCARII ABBRJIU 
VIATIO. VOI^ 1. JemPORIBUS REGUM BBN. Ill , ED. L,&GO. U, 

Vol, 2. Tempore regis bdwardi hi. 

The *' Originaiia** are the Estreats of all the grants of the crown, 
ioroUed on the patent and other rolls, whereon any rent is resenred, 
any salary payable, or any service to be performed, which Estreats 
commence about the beginning of the reign of Henry DI. and are 
continued to a late period. 

The abstract, now published in twa volumes, begins witb 
the roll of the 20th year of King Henry III. no earlier record of this 
nature bemg discoverable, and concludes with the end of Edward HI. 
It has been compiled from a careful examination of the office leper* 
toxies with the records themselves; the former, though of considerable 
use, having been found not deserving of implicit rdiance. An Jod'ix. 
Rerum, an Index Locoium, and an Index Nominum are subjoined 
to each volume. 

NoNARUM INQUISITIONBS IN CtTRlA SCACCARII. TEMP* 
REGIS EDWARDI III. 

These records are the result of statutes passed in the 14th and 
15th of Edward III., by which a subsidy of the "Nmth" and "Fif- 
teenth** was granted to the King, towards maintaining his wars with 
Scotland and France. By a third statute, in the 15th of the same 
m(Hiarch, assessors and venditors were appointed for every county in 

K** 
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EDglandy to assess and sell the ninth and fifteenth^ and three com- 
missions were issued, directed to them under the great seal by the 
King and Council. 

In the 14th year of Edward m., the clergy, both of the pro- 
innccs 6i Canterbury and York, granted to the King a tenth for two 
years of all their property ^ notwithstanding which they were 
assessed. and taxed to the ninthy and both were collected; but this 
exaction produced from Stratford, the Aichbishop of Canterbury, a 
lemonstrance addressed to the King. 

In these records, it appears that the parishioners of every parisli 
ibimd upon their oath the true value (sometimes separately) of the 
Bmth of com, wool, and lambs ; then the amount of the ancient tax 
oC Hat chuvch was stated, and afterw^s the causes of the ninth 
aot amounting to the tax or value of the church, were assigned ; and 
when the ninth did not exceed the tax, it was assigned for cause 
tiiereof, that within the valuation or tax of the church, there were 
other articles included besides com, wool, and lambs, such as the 
Dos or glebe of the church, tythe of hay, and other tythes. 

And if any abbey, priory, qr other religious corporation had 
property within any parish, the ninth arising from such property 
was found and returned. 

FiSClTORUU IN. DOnrO CAPITUIAEI WESTMONASTEfilENSI 
AWSBVATOBUM ABB&EYIATIO. TbMPORIBUS REGUM RIC. I., 
JiOHANN.» HEVR. III., BDW. I., BDW. II. 

These records were printed from several volumes of abstracts 
of pleadings, during the rdgna of Richard I., John, Henry in., 
Edward I., and Edward 11., preserved in the Chapter-House of the 
Abbey of Westminster. From the commencement ci these pked* 
iogs, in the reign of Ridbaid r., to the end of the leign of King John, 
the abstract has been framed for the most part from rolls of the 
Curia Regis. But as it is dijfficult now to decide, when the proceed- 
ings in the Curia Regisfimshed, and the component branches of that 
court became distinct and permanently severed, the whole of the 
work has therefore been printed under the Title of ** Placitorum 
Ahhreviatio.'' During the reigns of Edward the First and Second, 
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tax the greater part of the abstract is collected from rolls of plead- 
ings in the King*s Bench, but there are numerous other pleadings 
under mixed titles. 

Throughout the whole, much important matter will be found 
relating to petitions of right, and to the parliament and the Ck>nci- 
lium Regis ; and frequent references from each of them to the King^s 
Bench, and again, from that court to the pailiament» 

TBSTA DB NBYILL site liber PBODORllto IW CURIA 

BCAccARii. Temp. hbn. hi. & bdw. i. 

In the Court of Exchequer are preserved the two ancient origi- 
nal volumes, from which the above record was printed. They appear 
to have been compiled near the close of the reign of Edward II., or 
fhe commencement of that of Edward III., and contain principally 
an account, first, of fees holden either immediately of the King, or 
others who hdd of the King in capite; and if alienated, whether 
the owners were enfeoffed ab antiquo, or de novo, as also fees hoidea 
in Frankalmoigne, with the values thereof respectively. 

2nd« Of Serjeanties holden of the King, distinguishing such as 
were rented or alienated, with the values of the same. 

drd. Of widows and heiresses of tenants in capite, whose mar* 
riages were in the gift of the King, with the values of their lands. 

4th. Ofchurchesin the gift of the King* and in whose hands 
they were. 

5th. Of escheats, as well of the lands of the Normans as others, 
in whose hands the same were, and by what services holden. 

6th. Of the amount of the sums paid for scutage and aid, &c« 
by each tenant 

From what circumstance they have obtained the name of Testa 
De Nevill is not ascertained. There are however two persons, to either 
of whom they may be assignable, viz. Ralph De Nevill, an accoun« 
tant in the Exchequer and collector of aids, in the reign of Hairy III. ^ 
and Jbllan De Neville, a justice itinerant of the same reign, who (as 
Dngdale, in his Baronage, supposed) may have been the author. 
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CALBNOARIUM ROTULORim CHARTARUM ET INQUISITIO- 
NUM AD QUOD DAMNUM. 

The Charter Rolls begin in 1199, the first year of King John, 
and end with the reign of Edward IV. in 1483. They are 
principally royal grants of privileges to cities, towDa» bodies corpo- 
* rate, and jnivate trading companies belonging to those cities and 
towns; grants of markets, fairs, and free warrrens; granb of creation 
of nobility, from the 11th year of theieign of Edward II., to the 
end of the, reign of Edward IV. ; grants of privileges to rdigtoua 
houses, &c. 

The lnqulsitione$ ad quod damnum begm in 1307, the first 
year of ^waid II., and conclude with the 38th of Henry VI. They 
were taken by virtue of writs, directed to the escheator of each 
county; when any grant of a market, fair, or other privilege or 
licence of alienation of lands was solicited, to enquire by a Jury 
whether such grant or alienation was prejudicial to the King, or to 
others, in case the same should be made. 

CalbndarIum rotulorum patentium in TURRI tON- 

DINEN8I. 

The Patent Rolls commence with the third year of the reign 
of King John, and end in the twenty-third of Edward IV. : the 
originals are deposited in the Tower of London. They contain 
grants of offices and lands— restitutions of temporalities to bishops, 
abbots, and other ecclesiastical persona-— confirmations of grants 
made to bodies corporate, as well ecclesiastical as civil -—grants in fee 
farm-Hspecial liveries — grants of offices, special and general-— patents 
of creations of peen, and licenses of all kinds, which pass ^e great 
teal; and on the backs of these rolls are commissiotis to justices of 
the peaoe, of sewers, and all other commissions which passed the 
<fGrBttt Seal.** 

FCEDERA, COJfVENTIONES, LITTERS, ET CUJUSCUNQUE 
GENERIS ACTA PUBLICA, INTER REGES ANGLING ET ALIOS 
QUOSyiS IMPERATORES, REGES, P0NTIFICES,PRINCIPES, VEL 
COMMUNITATES ; AB INGRESSU GULIELMI 1. IN ANGLIAM, 
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A. D. 1066. AD NOSTRA USQlTB TKMPORA HABITA AUT 
TRACTATA. VOL. 1. PARS I. AB ANNO 1066. AD ANNUM 1272. 
VqL. 1. PAR« 2. AB ANNO 1272. AD ANNUM 1307. 

Vol. 2. 1. .. 1307. .. 1327. 

Voi;„ 2. 2. .. 1327. .. ■ 1344. 

The maleruds of which the Foedera is composed, ai>e geoendly 
speakmg of a moat importaat nature. England, from the lemotest 
period .of its history, has borne a distmguisbed part among the 
nations of Europe, and its connexions with foreign states have al* 
ways been extensive and powerful. A diplomatic history therefore 
of such interests and connexions, from the invasion of England, by 
Wmiam, Duke of Normandy, down to our own times, containing 
all the leagues, treatises, capitulations, manifestoes, and connespon** 
dence which have taken place between this country and other states 
and sovereigns, must be of great importance, not only to England, 
but to Europe at large; such a history, the collection now fech* 
nically called << The Fcedera,'' (from the first word of its running tide) 
presents; taken in every point of view, it is of the highest interest to 
the statesman, the lawyer, and the historian. 

This work has passed through three editions; the first by 
Thomas Rymer, the original compiler, assisted by Sanderson; the 
aeoond by Holmes and Sanderson; and the third by the Hague 
Booksellers. 

The first fourteen volumes weare published in Rymer*s life timej 
the fifteenth and sixteenth, which he had prepared for the pie88» 
were published after his death, by Robert Sanderson, his assistaaty 
afterwards Usher of the Rolls, by whom also was added a seven- 
teenth volume, with extensive indexes. The work was ccmtinued l^ 
the same hand, in three succeeding books, making in the whole 
tw^ity volumes folio. With respect to the sources firom 
the materials were derived, it appeal's that Rymer had 
by royal authority, to all the public offices and repositories of 
state papers. Both his instruments and margins prove that he 
collected much from tlie charter, patent, and clause rolls in the 
Tower, as well as from the bundles of letters, writs, and miscellanies 
in the same place; and some few things from the Chartse Antiquae, 
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ftom the Bulls in the Chapter House, Westminster, and from the 
ancient Treatises in that office^ from the Kind's Remembrancar*s 
Office, in the Exchequer ; and much from the Cottonian Library. 
He made collections also at the Chapel of the Rolls, and some 
from the Archives at the Archbishop*s Palace, Lambeth. The 
State Paper Office furnished him with nothing previously to the 
raigii of Henry VIQ. : from that period it is rich and abundant ; and 
the gleanings left are more copious tiian the harvest which he reaped. 
But tiiere was a source of another description to which he was 
much indd)ted, viz., the ancient English annalists and historians. 
This has been demonstrated by the &ct that seveml papers, of which 
the originals are probably no longer extant, and the only copies are 
preserved in the above writers, are found verbatim in Rymer. The; 
proofs of this have been furnished in great detail to his Majesty^s 
commissioDers on the public records, but need not be adduced here. 
Of this fact, the regulations made by Richard I. at Chinon, on his 
way to theHdiy Land, A. D. 1190, p. 52, and the Letter of Vetus 
de Monte, A.D. 1192, p. 61, affi)rd sufficient proof. It is also 
suspected that Rymer had access to some private collections, the 
proprietors of which he has not thought proper to name. 

The principal points in which the present w<»:k has improved 
upon the fbrmer editions are, first, the extension of its limits to 
an eadier and later period of time; secondly, the verification of 
the old materials, and the addition of others within the same reigns ; 
thirdly, the chronological armngement, with a reference to the re- 
pibsitory m which each article is to be found 3 and, lastly, the typo* 
graphical exepution of the whole. 

The work commences now at an important era, that of the 
Norman Conquest, in A. D. 1066, instead of A. D. 1100, the ac- 
O0«6ion of Hemy L as in the original edition, which forms no 
Ninaiicable period in our history, nor is distinguidied by any trans- 
action of importance in the British annals. 

To the former plates in the volumes, which are here retained, 
and some of the most important re-engraved from the originals, there 
are added several new ones, consisting of fac-similes of the most 
ancient instruments, and of the seals of the difierent monarchs. 
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A CATALOGUE OF THE MANUSCRIPTS IN THB COTTONIAV 
LIBRARY, DEPOSITED IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 

A CATALOGUE OF THE HARLEIAN MANUSCRIPTS, IN THV 
BRITISH MUSEUM, WITH INDEXES OF PERSONS, PLACES, AND 
MATTERS, 4 TOls. 

A CATALOGUE OF THE LANSDOWNE MANUSCIPTS, IN TBB 
BRITISH MUSEUM, WITH INDEXES OF PERSONS, PLACES, &C. 

ROTULI SCOTliE IN TURRI LONDlNENSl ET IN DOMO 
CAPITULARI WESTMONASTERIENSI ASSERVATI. VOL I.TeMPOM. 

bus regum angliie edwardi i., edwardi 11^ sdwardi iii. 

Vol. 2. Temp6ribu8 regum anglije: ric. ii., hen. it«, 
v., vi., ed. iv., ric. iii., hen. vii., viii. 

An important collection of records, illustrative of the political 
transactions between England and Scotland, are contained in tilt 
Rotuli Scotise. They commence with the nineteenth year of K^ 
Edward I., and terminate with the eighth of Henry VIII. WWtk 
the exception of two rolls, relating to the 13th and d4th years <jf 
King Edward IIL, which are preserved among the records in the 
Chapter-House, at Westminster, all the Rotuli Seotiae are deposited 
in fbe Record-Office at the Tower of London* 

The materials of which this collection of documents is com- 
posed, may be divided into political transactions, which rdale 
principally to the disputed succession to the Crown of Scotland; 
the claims of King Edward as superior Lord ; and the contests be* 
tween Baliol, Brace, and other competitors for tbe Scotfiah tfatone. 

Others relate to naval and militai-y transactions; proceediii(^ 
relative to prisoners of war; rewards to partisans; orders fbr attaiii- 
ders, and grants of pardon to perscms attahited; revenue, trade, eodd^ 
siastical documents, and various miacdlan^us matters, not referrahte 
to any of the preceding heads. 

Registrvm magni sigilli regvm scotorvm in 
archivis pvblicis asservatvm. a. d. mcccvi . ■ ■ 
A. D* Mooecxxiv. 

Next to the Parliamentary records of Scotland, the most iii^ 
portant of these intended publications now in progress, is a select 
collection oi ancient Royal Charters, drawn not only from the 



7a*< 



existing registers of the Great Seal, but from original charters in the 
possession of individuals and public bodies, and from other 
authentic sources. 

The portion here published of the royal charters, or as the 
record is technically termed the Register of the Great Seal, com- 
mences with the accession of Robert Bruce, in 1306, and ends with 
the return of James I. in 1424, to which has been added very copious 
indexes of the names of persons and places: many of the rolls of 
the record of these charters, are however lost. 

InQUISITIONVM ad CAPEIXAM DOMINI REGIS RETORNA- 
TARVlfy QYAM l» PYBJJCIS ARCHIYiS SCOTIAB ADHVC SSR- 
YANTVR ABBREYIATIO. VOL. 1. 2. 3. 

The record, of wliich an abridgement is here given, compre- 
liends all those proceedings by *< Inquest'* or the "Verdict of an 
Assize,** which originate in certam writs issuing from Chancery, and 
which are ultimately transmitted or " retoured'* to that office, accord- 
ing to the practice of the law of Scotland. 

Of those proceedings, the most considerable in number and 
importance, ongiaate in a writ issuiag from Chancery in the King's 
name, sometimes called the Brieve o£ Mortancestry , but more properly 
tfie Bfieva pf Succession) the purpose of which is to establish a 
jcibaxa by inheritance, or to be ^ served nearest lawful heir** to those 
adjects of a feudal nature, in which the alledged ancestor of the 
clahnaat was vested at the time of his death. 

AocorcQng to the ndes of the Scottish law, the complete and 
elective right to such subjecN does not pass immedis^ly and 
spoataneonsly from the ancestor to the heir, but is said to remain 
f*m heretUiate jacenU*' of the deceased owner, until the claim of 
4ie heir has been formedy recognized and established by the pro- 
cedure under a Brieve of Succession. 

Ia the record are also many other writs connected with the 
sul^ject, agreeixig with the practice of the law of Scotland. 

The three last volumes relate to the proceedings 
of the Commissioners, appointed to inspect the 
national archives: the first volume is entitled 
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RePORTI FRQBf TBB CpII^MIS8IONER8 APPOINTfiD BY HIS 

miajesty to execute the measures reoommenoed by a 
select committer op the house of commoira, rbsfect* 
ing the pubijc records of the kingdom, &c. 1800*->18,19. 

Appendix to the reports^ with bngrWbd fac- 
similes INSERTED IN THE SEVERAL WORKS PRINTED UNDER 
•TflR COMMISSION, WITH THE EXPLANATIONS, ORDERED TO BB 
PRINTED 13th JULY, 1819. 

The last volume of REPOIVrS relates to the proceedings upon 
the Irish records, with supplement^ and appendixes, and contains 
some exquisitely finished &c-simi}es of ancient chaiten and other 
documents. ^ 

The remaining volumes of the FCCDERA yet unpublished, as 
well as those of the oth^ unfinished records, will be forwarded 
to the Committee, and deposited upon the shelves of this library as 
soon as completed. 

A librarian attends from twelve till two every 
day ; and on Monday, Wednesday^^ and Saturday 
evenings, from Lady to Michaelmas^ from six to 
eight o'clock j and on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 
and Saturds^y evenings, from Mlcbaelm?is to Lady, 
at the same hours, to facilitate the exchanges of 
books among the subscribers. The back room of 
the building, (on the same floor as the library,) 
was built expressly for a Concert-Room ; and in it, 
for a considerable time, amateur concerts were 
regularly performed during the winter season, 
generally to a very select audience ; but three years 
since, they were entirely discontinued, which is much 
to be lamented, as the room contained an excellent 
organ and other instruments, and the skill of the 
amateurs, who were aided by several distinguished 
professors, had certainly raised this, society to an 

L 
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enunent degree in the scale of vocal and instru'^ 
mental harmony. The apartment has lately been 
converted into a Commercial Reading-Room^ the 
necessary expenses of which are defrayed by a 
iih^ul fittbsmptian. 

The l\)St-oi&ce is in an obscure row^ at the 
uorth-west corner of King-street, where the Lon- 
don mail arrives every day at half-past eleven, and 
returas at three, throughout the week, except on 
Saturdays. Norfolk letters, and others to the more 
distant parts of the kingdom northward, are sent 
off at one daily, and arrive in the afternoon at 
half-past two. 

The Subscription-Rooms are large and elegant 
apartments on the Quay, nearly opposite the bridge, 
where a number of London and Provincial papere 
are prorided for the use of the subscribers, who 
are most opulent gentlemen of the town, and a few 
non-subscribers from the country. These rooms 
are well managed by a person solely employed for 
that puirpose^ and the whole establishment is one of 
the highest respectability. 

Abont the year 1713, some charitable persons 
founded a Free School, for^ixty-four poor boys and 
giris; and iten years afterwards, the Corporation 
granted a piece of ground, at the south-east corner 
of the market, upon which a substantial building 
was erected for a school-room to the institution. 
Some years afterwards it was enlarged, and a dwel- 
ling-house made for the convenience of the master 
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and mistress superintending the schooL As 1^ 
subscription (wliich is only twenty shillings pec 
annum) increased^ the number of children WM 
enlarged also^ and the whole amount of money now 
collected is about ^£90 annually^ besides which 
they have the benefit of two sermons in the year, 
preached at St. Nicholas's churchy the proceeds of 
which are wholly applied to their support. A great 
number of poor children haire received their educa- 
tion at this praise-worthy institution^ wUch has^ 
ever since its ertetion, been under the direction o^ 
the minister of the parish, a treasurer, and six 
directors; The children are clothed every other 
year, and uniformly brought up in the fidth of thiA 
protestant church, which they attend constantly 
at public worship. 

Several other charitable seminaries, for educa- 
ting the indigent, are encouraged in this town, par- 
ticularly the Auxiliary British Free School Society, 
better known by the name of the Lancasterian 
School. The building, wMch stands upon the denes, 
is new: it was founded in 1813, for three hundred 
boys, supported by voluntary aid ; there are^ how- 
ever, but one hundred and forty two educated at 
this time, who are the children of parents of aU re- 
ligious sects and denominations whatever. Severld 
private institutions are also well supported, the 
most prominent of wMch is the School of Industry, 
established by the ladies of Yarmouth, for the 
instruction of poor girls. 

The government of the town is well attended to; 
and order strictly preserved by a very active and 
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eflBcient polfee>wh#iq^<m^ apprehending tttoffoo^ 
der diffing the nootHhial faonrsi for a. breach' of the 
peace, are required to place him in immediate con* 
finement isk a night celi^ familiarly termed the Cage^ 
"Whence he is brought the next morning for examina- 
tion before the mayor. 

The Gaol and Bridewell hare lately been incor- 
porated, before wMch time, the latter occupied a 
portion of the premises belong^g to the workhouse. 
The 6aol^ an irregular but ancient building, in 
Middlegate-street, was found to be too limited for 
its wretched inmates, who were not unfrequently 
crowded to excess ; in fact it was so extremely 
confined^ as entirely to preclude a classification of 
the prisoners, according to their respective sexes 
and crimes, a distinction allowed to be essentially 
necessary in all bmldings of this description. In 
consequence of a presentment by the grand jury 
jEtppointed to inspect the prison in 1818, it was 
resolyed to purchase additional ground at the back 
of the premises for enlarging the Gaol, and erecting 
a new Bridewell or House of Correction immedi- 
ately adjoining, which was carried into execution. 
The front of the old Gaol is principally occupied 
by the sessions court, the audit chamber, and lodg- 
ing apartments of the marshall; and at the back 
are the debtors' rooms, some cells for felons, and 
the necessary offices. The new building adjoining, 
planned by Mr. Stone, an architect of Norwich, 
is very extensive. The different floors are divided 
into partable galleries, each having a number 
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of ceUs> with ft sick and day rb6tn for the gaol 
tenants ; and in the middle of the parthioh wall; a 
strbng door communicates with the other side of 
the gaUery, where a like distribution of apartments 
is observed for the Bridewell. The prisons are well 
lighted^ and exceedingly substantial. The roof of 
each ceU, in the lower range^ is composed of a huge 
block of stone, which forms the fldor of the one 
immediately above it, and the whole are well aired 
and ventilated. A proper division of the prL^dners id 
thus easily maintained; and, in aid of this intention, 
a separate part is allotted to the females. The yard^ 
are also divided into different portions, by which 
a distinction is preserved between the tried and un- 
tried felons, and the debtors: the whole appesirance 
of' the new building is extremely imposing,; aui it i^ 
certainly admirably adapted to its various purposes. 

Among the numerous handsome houses on tho 
north and south quays, there is one upon the hitter^ 
the residence and property of John Danby, Palmer, 
Esq., which, for its celebrity during the wars of 
Charles I. and the parliament, claims for itself a 
brief historical notice. The site of this house was 
anciently part of the precinct of the grey friar»* 
convent, the whole of which was first granted^ in 
1540, to Thomas Lord Cromwell, who took an active 
part in the reformation ; but falling into di^graca 
with his master, Henry VIII., he was soon after 
beheaded, and the property escheated to the crown,i 
but was subsequently regranted, in 1542, by the 
same monarch, to Sir Richard Williams, alias Cxom 
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well^ knight, (the great grandfiither of the Lot4 
Protector) then the chief instnoment of his plea^ 
sures* The house now standing, was erected in 
1591, by Benjamin Cooper, an alderman of Yar- 
mouth, who rendered himself conspicuous, for at^ 
tempting an innovation in the civil gorernmeBt of 
the town, in which he was unsuccessful* Mr. Cooper 
sold it, 1635, to John Carter, Esq., the staunob 
presbyterian fiiend and counsellor of Oliver Crom-^ 
well, (whose monumental stone is mentioned in the 
account of St. Nicholas's church.) While in the pos- 
session of this gentleman, the house is said to have 
been frequently the scene of consultation between 
Cromwell and the officers of the parliamentary 
army: at one of these meetings, the death of 
the unfortunate Charles is believed to have beea 
proposed and determined upon: an upper roon^ 
in the house is pointed out as the place in which 
this sanguinary act was contemplated. The regi- 
cides assembled, early in the afternoon, and to 
prevent the possibility of intrusion, a confidential 
person was placed without the door of the apart- 
ment, with a strict injunction not to allow any one 

_____ * 

to approach. Hughes says, they had ordered their 
dinner to be ready at 4 o'clock, but it was not served 
until half-past eleven at night, the party remidniqg 
in close conference during the whole of that time ; 
they then hastily partook of some refreshment, and 
departed, some for the metropolis, and others for 
the head quarters of the army. The original wains- 
cot panels of this room are profusely and elegantly 
carved^ but have suffered much deterioration from 
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having been injadicioutly painted. Hiis drawing 
room, in its original state, admeasured thirty feet 
by twenty, and is adorned with a profusion of 
car7ing,the beauty of which is greatly diminished by 
the punting it has undergone. The chimney-piece 
projecting into the room, is elaborately carved at 
each end ; two fluted pilasters, of the Corinthian 
order, support an entablature of curious workman- 
ship, above which six pillars divide it into three 
parts, and in the centre are carved the royal arms 
and supporters of James I. The walls are wain- 
scotted and pannelled to the height of six feet, and 
divided at regular intervals by fluted pilasters, sup- 
porting alternately a male and female Termini, 
which support the frieze; and between the Termini, 
there is a ebntinuation «f small arches. The ceiling 
is adorned with mouldings, projecting from the 
surface, which divide it into fifteen compartments, 
each enriched with a representation of fruit, 
flowers, &c. 

It has been said that the death of Charles I. 
was determined on at Wjndsor, but there can be 
little doubt that so momentous a circumstance, 
would require more than one, probably many meet- 
ings; and it is certain, that one of great secresy and 
importance was held in this chamber; for it appears, 
by a letter from Mr. Hewling Lewson to Dr. 
Brooke, that the room was shewn, and a similar 
statement of the circumstance just recited then re- 
lated, in the time of Mr. Nathaniel Carter, the son 
of the proprietor, who must have been aware of the 
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^uKiheaticHjr of the foot, as the house was the resit 
deace. of his latter a4; the tkne tlie above-^meatioBed 
event took place. 

In the house is the following small but good 
collection of pictures — . 

A Portrait^ as Wmt&s-^acqucs Jordaens-^With all the fire and 
Ibrce of Rubins. 

A Small LaAdscape— .^^nwfl/i Swanevelt^A sweet little picture. 
An Italian Port-^^-Adrian Storcke. 

. Very fine and perfect 
A Palace in Genoa— DiY^a. 

A Landscape, with Hunters— Miwc^erow S^ Adrian Vafideroelde. 
A OruciAxion. 

A BaiA wHk Tjrees, almost €qual t3 Wynant^— 'Crowe, Sen. 
The Moscld £aters^*-»I«4iac Ottade. 
A Landacapa, Cattle and Figures — Adrian FanderoMe, 

An uncoijgmionly pure and perfect specimen of this highly- 
adi^iired Artist, 
A Horse Ffur — Peter Wbuvermans—'la no respect inferior to Phillip^ 
A Dutch Fair — D. Teniers, Sen, 

It is no presumption to say, that few, if any, superior proofs of 
^his great Artist's abHito, are in existence in this kingdom. 
A Landscape— /aco^ Ruyidael. 
A Landscape— iVfoMcAfr^^w. 

Some of the b^st of these pictures were bought of Mr. Isaacs, 
who ha9 imported from Holland and Flanders, some of the finest 
specimens of Iffghbima^ ^wfsdael^ 4*r., in the kingdom. 

It has been observed^ that most of the buildings, 
in Queen Blizabeth's reign^ have a style peculiar to 
themselves, both in form and finishing, where 
though much of the Gothic is retained, and a great 
part of the new taste is adopted, neither predomi^. 



rs. 



nated^ The ofafserratian is in tsomt measure iUteitfa- 
ted by the other ofiartnrents in this honse, where it 
may be observed the different orders are iatf oduced^ 
mixed with a profusion of carving 

«* O'er wrought with onuunents of Gothic pnde.** 

A little north of the town-halt is the Sthr 
Inn, an ancient and well-built house, once £he 
property of President Br^shaw, the interior ot 
which is highly ornamented, and ricbly wort^ the 
yiditor's attention. The ^at rc^om, termed the 
Nelson, id beantiftilly c^rv^d in walnateot, m/W stt- 
bled by time, but in exceHent preservation : there is 
also some rare and curious tapestry in a sleeping 
room, exquisitely wroi^bt in sylvan and forest 
scenes, with birds and animals^ eoetal pi^obably vriM 
the carving of the other apartment. The htte \fbrthy 
proprietor of this fine o»fd mansidti, Mr William 
W^oolverton, was offered ^100 for the panels and 
decorations of the great room, which io Us taste 
and credit, be it remembered, he refused. 

Near this house is the Bank of Sit £. K. Lacon, 
Bart. Edward Youell, and Co., W&ds^ bilt^ lite 
payable, in London, at Sir James EsdaiTe a^d (kl's. 
The banking-house is a good building, recently 
adapted to its present purpose. This estabHshment 
is of the greatest use to the mercantile interests of 
the inhabitants, and one of tl^ highest respec- 
tability. 
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Directly opposite to the bridge, is the Bank of 
Messrs. Garneys^ Turner^ and Brightwen, whose 
bills are honoured in the metropolis at Barclays, 
Tritton, Bevan, and Co's.^ 54, Lombard-street. 

The house is the residence of Dawson Turner, 
Esq., a gentlemen, whose talents, and varied and 
extensive learning, are well known and appreci- 
ated by the literary world, to which he has been a 
Uberal and valuable contributor. 

ms pictures are numerous and valuable, of 
which the following are the most esteemed — 

DRAWING ROOM. 

An Accouchement and Gossipping, vtery fine — Jan Stein, 

A Landscape, a capital picture-^Gojptf r Poussin, 

A Sea View, with Kocks and Bather, mellow and richly tinted — 

Wilson, 
A Landflcs^y equal to Poussin— >frimce«co Bolognese, 
Bacchus and Ariadn^^ an excellent and undoubted sketch by 

Ru6ens, 
A Landscape, an exquisite specimen of the Master — HobBima. 
A Virgin and Child, wi& a Family m adoration, a very fine 

and vivid specimen-^GrMn^anni Bellini, 
Fruit, very fine — De Heem, 

A Landscape — Moucheron — the figures by Adrian Vandervelde, 
Katharine Parr, a good picture — Hans UolSein, 
A Landscape, very beautiful — Old Teniers. 
Virgin, Christ, and Saint John, fine. 
Three small pictures of the senses. Hearing, Seeing, and 

Smelling, very clever— />. Teniers. 
A Virgin and Child. 
Fishwoman, firom the Orleans' collection — Chevalier Vander 

Werff. 
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Landscape — A, Carraeei, 

Interior — Gerard D&w. 

Family Portraits : Mrs. Francis Palgraveand Miss M. A. Turner, 

brilliantly and beautifully executed — T. PkiliipSy R, A, 
Horse at the Stable Door, excellent — A. Cuyp, 
Dog and Hare, very fine — Fytt, 
QaxVz Head — Greuze. 
Judgnient of Solomon. 
Portraits of Napoleon, the Emperor of Russia, and the King 

of Prussia. 

A Sal vator Mundi,from Leonardoda Vinci, exquisitely enamdled 
by Bone, 

LIBRARY. 

A Family Picture : Mr. and Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Hooker, and Mrs. 
F. Palgrave— r. Fhillips, 

DINING ROOM. 
Flower Piece, very celebrated. 

Portrait of William Jackson Hooker, Esq. — T. PhiUip$, 
Ditto of Mrs. Hooker, very fine-— -Ditto, 
Landscapes, a pair, very good-— Crowe, Seji, 
Landscape, Rock Scenery and Fir Trees — Pynaker, 
Saint John's Head in a Charger — A, Carraeei, 
Head of Teniers, by himsdf, excellent 
Man Smoking — Adrian Browtoer — ^Ditto. 

ADJOINING APARTMENT. 
Landscape, Hunstanton Cottage, a very dever productioi 

Crome, Sen^ 
Poringland Heath, also very good — Ditto, 
Landscape, with figures Bathing— />iV^o« 

Theie are several other pictures by this artist. 

GREAT STAIRCASE. 
Fowls and Qame—Hondekouter, 
Mountain Scenery — Crome, Sen. 
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Sketch, with a Mill, kc—Crome, Sjm. 

Lady at her Toilet — Venetian School of Painting, 

il Battle Pie^se. 

Grudi^xion — Vandyckn 

Landscape and Cattler-rSo^c^/fveytr 

View in Venice, the Rialto, with many %psKit^Cmdetti. 

Besides the above collection, there are nume- 
rous engravings of the French^ Flemish^ and Dutch 
schools^ and several other morceaux of vertii. 

Mr. Turner possesses an extensive private 
library, of about 8000 yolun^ei^, of general literature, 
unrivalled, perhaps, in botanical productions, most 
of which are of great beauty, apd on large paper, 
but chiefly rich in Natural History and the Arts. 
His own works on Normandy, with Robinson's 
Scripture Characters, are bea,utifully printed on 
vellum, and not mentioned in Pe Pradt's. Q^^t^logue 
des Livres imprimis $iir V^Jin. There are also 
above 150 volumes of ^mnuscriptsi; aiidat least half 
of these are ^ q| «irigui41 liters frwik m^ of 
eminence, comprising all ffir I^eioy SpebnAn's 
correspondence, and Dr« CaveU's, the karaed 
author of the Hi^t^y 9f (h^ Gr^ek Church, with the 
manuscripj^ of Pr. Colbatcb, the great opponent of 
Bentley ; a volume of original letters, unpublished, 
from Cowper, and a ^huIw voloaae, chiefly unpub- 
lished, from Gray, the poet. In this valu^Ue col- 
lection is also dep^ited the con^espond^ice of 
Sir George DovpiQuig, \k^ amba3sador of Oliver 
Cromwell to the Low Countries. The topogra- 
phical and historical voliune» are splendidly iUus- 
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trated, particularly Blomefield's History of Norfolk, 
which contains above 2000 original drawings of 
antiquities in the county, executed by Mr. Turner's 
owa family* The elegant and finished labours of 
Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Hooker, and Mrs. F. Palgrave, 
appear in fire exquisite quarto volumes of etchings, 
some of which may rank with the finest productions 
of our best artists, 

A memoir of the life and writings of this accom- 
plished scholar and industrious antiquary, is a task 
to which the feeble pen of the writer of these sheets 
would be inadequate : a few brief notices however, 
of one, who has been so distinguished and valuable 
a contributor to the general stock of literary infor* 
mation, cannot but prove acceptable to those who 
are interested in the advancement of literature* 

Mr. Turner was bom in October, 177^9 ^ 
Gi:eat Yarmouthn where his father was a banker, 
nA waA first educated at the grammar-school aft 
North Walshansi^ in Norfolk, under the Rev. Joseph 
Hepwortb, and afterwards removed for private 
ti^tioa ta Barton, in the same county, under the 
Rev. Robert Forby. Intended by his father for the 
cburcbi he was entered in 1793^ of Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, of which his uncle, the Dean 
of Norwich, is master; but not intending to pursue 
the clerical profession, he did not graduate. At 
the death of his parent, he succeeded to bis exten- 
sive booking concern in this town, and married 
the daughter of the late William Palgrave, £^. of 
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Coltisball^ in Norfolk, sister to William Palgrave, 
£sq. the late Collector of His Majesty's Customs 
in Y^mouth. 

Few individuals have been more distinguished 
by literary honours, either foreign or domestic, than 
this gentleman. He was elected Fellow of the 
Linnaean Society, in 1797; aud in two years follow- 
ing, of the Physical Society of Gottingen. In 
1800, he was chosen a Member of the Imperial 
Academy, Naturae Curiosorum, which diploma was 
/ accompanied by another, conferring the honorary 

degrees of Master of Arts and Doctor of Philoso- 
phy; of the Royal Society, in 1802; of the Society 
of Antiquaries, in 1803; of the Dublin Society, in 
1804, and the Royal Irish Academy, in the same 
year; of the Wernerian. Natural History Society of 
Edinburgh, in 1808; of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Stockholm, in 1816; of the Royal 
Academv of Sciences and Belles Lettres of Rouen, 
in 1818; of the Academy of Sciences, Arts, and 
Belles Lettres of Caen, in 1820; of the Naturfor- 
schenda Gesellschaft at Leipzig, in 1822, and finally 
of the Royal Society of Literature, in 1824. His 
own works are — 

A Synopsis of the British Fuci, published in two volumes^ 
octavo, 1802. 

Muscologim Hiberniccs Spicilegium, octavo, privately printed, 
with coloured plates, 1804. 

BotanisVs Guide through England and Wales^ two volumes, 
octavo, compiled in conjunction with Lewis Weston Dillwyn, Esq. 
F. R. and L. S. S. 1805. 
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Historia Fucorum, coloured plates, four volumes, quarto,, 1808. 

Tour in Normandy f cMefiy undertaken with a viexp of inves^ 
tigating the Architectural Antiquities of that Duchy ^ two volumes, 
octavo, 1820. 

Letter-Press to Cotman's Etchings of Architectural Antiqui- 
ties in Normandy f two volumes, folio, 1822 : of these splendid 
volumes, the Reviews have all spoken in terms of unqualified 
approbation. 

Besides the above, Mr. Turner is the author of 
sundry papers in the Transactions of the Linnsean 
Society, and many other detached writings. 

Near St. George's Chapel, is the large and 
elegant house of Mrs. Penrice, erected a few years 
since by the late Thomas Penrice, Esq. : and, in 
the spacious and elegant apartments of this costly 
mansion, are distributed the following valuable 
collection of pictures, all of them by the most 
eminent painters, and admitted to be extremely fine. 

DRAWING ROOM. 

Fruit and Flowers — Van Oss. 

Ditto — Ditto — ^The artist considered these pictures as his finest 

peiformances. 
llie Woman taken in Adultery — Titian. 

THE BREAKFAST PARLOUR. 

The Judgment of FSarift— P^ P. Hubens — ^This celebrated per- 
formance is from the Orleans' collection, for the acquisition 
of which, his present Majesty ^is said to have offered 
5000 guineas. 

An interior, with Boors Sporting — Adrian Ostade — ^An ex- 
quisite specimen of this esteemed master. 

A Wske-^David Teniers, Jun, 
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Going to hawki a beaoftifiil pictare^-PJ WottvefTnans. 

Boors at Cards, extremely fine, from the Oiteans* coUection-^ 

D, Tenier$, Jun, 
A Holy Family — Carlo Maratti, 
A Lfolddcape — Chuie Larrain* 
A View in Veake — Canaletti, 
A Holy Family^ from Hie Jtutiiiiaft collcctioiH-Tifi^Ti. 
Portrait, large as life, of Captain T. Penrice— /. P. Davis, 

DINING ROOM. 

A Landscape, very fine — Gaspar Poumn, 

Susanna and the £lders-^6rtt2Vo. 

liOt and his Daughters — Ditto, 

Portrait of Mr. Peance— iSiir Thomas Ltwrence, 

Ditto of Mrs. Penrice^-DzV^tf. 

This lady possesses an excellent Ubrary af nume- 
rous and weU-chbsto yolumes of general literature, 
among which may be diistinguished some of the 
finest editxons of the Dutch ddissics, many of them 
printed on large paper. There are also some su- 
perior engravingSi of the modern French school, 
relating to Egypt. 

The Rev. John Homfray, M. A. ha^r a good 
collection of pictures, most of wMch are by 
eminent masters, and the whole seleetion is highly 
creditable to his^ taste and jad]^meiit: they are^-^ 

Scene on Norwich Hiver — Cromer of Norwich. 

Portrait of Master T. P. Homfray— nj. P. Davis, 

Portrait of the Chevalier Vander Werff, the great Painter — 

Oaspard Netsckerp 
Fruit and Flowers— ^< P. T. Van Brusseii fecit, 1789.** 
Head, extremely ^m^Fandi/ck. 
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Pigs — George Morland, 

Flowers, with Insects, Butter0ie3> Bird's Nest, an4 Featlijera, 
exquisitely fine. 

A Piping Faun, large as life— «"J^7cA^/<w Poumn, 1660." — 
This picture luis been cox^ideied as oojs pf the finest 
specimens of this great master, by some of the first 
judges in the kingdom, and variously est||)r^ted at i^i^ 
1200 to 2000 guineas. 

Thistles, Dock, Creepers, Insects, Butterflies, and Toad, with 
a Landscape— "Mi/lAffw fVithoos.'* 

Fldwefa and loseds— Ernest Stuven. 

Portrait of hift Mother-^jaiar/Zn DeFtfi. '. 

A Dqc^, with Snake, Insects, and Butterflies-r J^T Morell. 

The ^ml)ar)ca3tion pf. ?t. Ursula-^Grwrow© Twteretto—TW 
was the onginal picture from which he afterwards painted 
his large one, (see Fuseli*s Lectures.) It was formerly in 
the possession' of Le Bran, but last the property of the 
iate Mr. Thomas Harvey, of CattoD, near Norwich, 
who valued it more tiian apy other in h^foaseasion, 
and during his life nothing codd induce him to ^a^ wi^ 
it. Mr. Cary, the' distinguished writer ^nd cpnnoiraeur, 
esteems it to be worth 300 guineas. 

Large Landscape, with two portraits — **J, Wynants fecit, 
1660.'' — ^The portraits are by Adrian VanderveUe, 

A Landscape, ** The Ferry'* — Vtm Goyen — ^An admired produc- 
tion oflhis distinguished master. 

A Cobler at VfoA in his Shop— Jo^^A Fan Crtuubeck^ but 
f^ways ^teeiped as an Adrian JBroKVP^ivrrThe figqi^.pf 
the Cobler is equal to any of these subjects ; the accom- 
paniments are well ^oianaged, and delightfully painted.' 

A Storm^^WiHiamJoy — ^A painter of considerable geidiiB, 
a native of Yarmouth, whose marine views are h^hly 
and justly admired, Ws^er jn motion is his forte, $m^ 
in this particular department of the art, so difficult 
to painters in g»:ieral, he has, it will be allowed, few 
superiors. 

M 
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A Scene on the Beach — William Joy. 

A View in France, near Clermont — Ditto 

A Stomiy ]>iawing — John Joy — ^A junior brother of the above, 
who pursoes the same line of painting, but in water colour 
—many of his pieces deserve the highest commendation. 

Dutch Fishmg Boats— DZ/fo. 

A Calm — Ditto. 

A Gentle Breeze — Ditto, 

Mr. II. has also some beautiful drawings, and 
two very fine missals^ on yellum, one of which is 
said to be by Julio Clovis, with several exquisite 
etchings, in pen and ink, and some few fine ivories, 
framed. His library was nearly complete in county 
histories and general topography, heraldry, chro- 
nicles and genealogy, approved voyages and tra- 
vels, with a general biography ; these were chiefly 
on large paper. It is, at this period, nearly un- 
equalled in foreign genealogy, tolerably rich in 
histories and travels, with some scarce and valuable 
volumes of ancient poetry, and contains besides 
some excellent English and foreign engravings. 
His galleries were also nearly complete ; and his 
portfolios, twenty-one in number, contained some 
of the finest productions of the English, French, 
German, Dutch, Flemish, and Italian schools. 

The drawing-room of Henry Colby, Esq., on the 
Sontb Quay, is enriched with the two following 
admirable and superior full-length portraits, by 
Rembrandt, in a sitting posture. 

The Rev. Mr. EHinson, chaplain to the English factory at 

Amsterdam — ** Remlravdt 1634." 
Mrs. EHinson—" Ilanbrandt 1G34." 
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These exquisite painUogs are classed with the 
first productions of that celebrated master^ for 
which two thousand four hundred pounds were 
offered by Woodbum, the great picture merchant. 
They are said to be family portraits of Mr. Colby's 
ancestors, taken by Rembrandt, who was on inti- 
mate terms with them in Holland, where they 
resided. 

There are many good libraries in Yarmouth, 
which the limits of this work will not allow me to 
particularize. The Rev. R. Turner has an excellent 
and extensire collection of theological works, with 
many other volumes. J. F. Ranney, Esq. in Priory- 
place, has also a fine collection of books, including 
nearly all the expensive and highly embellished topo- 
graphical and historical tomes of the present day, 
and some valuable reprints of antiquarian works, 
the originals of which are now scarcely attainable. 
The library of R. Cory, Jun., Esq., P. A. S. is rich 
in chronicles, much county history, and general 
literature, with a great variety of books on archi- 
tectural antiquities. His collections for the his- 
tory and antiquities of this his native town are very 
great, and it is much to be regretted that he can- 
not be prevailed upon to favour the public with the 
fruits of his researches, as they would be highly 
gratifying to. them, and doubtless equally credita^ 
ble to his industry and talents. This gentleman 
has also two excellent pictures, by Jay, and a very 
fine battle piece, by Hugtenbergh. 
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'Sevefal lli^e and cbinplete trindtnills have been 
built Tipoil difltei^nt parts of the dentil, for which its 
open situation is particulariy well adapted. Tliere 
was fohn^rly one on the north quay, built with 
wood, which was some years since taken down 
nearly entite, &nd remored to a village, near 
Southwold. The elevated spot of ground upon 
which the mill stood, is now levelled, but retains 
the appellation of M ilmont, and is occupied 
by an excellent hous6, the residence of Edmund 
Preston, Esq. In his dinhig-room, a spacious and 
elegant ap«rtiBent> are these pictures — 

A Ftih'Piece^ ia which the warm colouring and characteristic 
melk)¥hMtt of tone, visibte in all the works of the master^ 
are v^ conspicudus-^M/c^c?/ Angela Battaglia. 

Landscape and Cattle, ** the gnarled Oaks.*' — Initials £. M. 

Lteidscape^ with a Brook and Cattle — Ditto, 

Portrait of an Ecclesiastic, after Rembrandt : the garment, and 
some other touches in this picture, are little inferior to 
those of th&t gteiBit ma&ter. 

Laliddbape, Sheep and Tftes in ^ foregtoittd* wiOi a UaMle 
in ttie^lktance, tiieaerid ptts9)eotive beauti&lly preset 
•^Perelie* 

Mountain Scenery, A Fduntaia, Cascade, Buildings, and 
AnimsUs, admirably and delicately painted. This and the 
preceding picture are executed on copper, and form a 
pair — Pereiie. 

A tlhateau n^t the Water, Boat and Pigures, sinall, also on 
coppep-*»J>i» D^tek School of Painting. 

' AFlemish Village^ Figured ofti Horseback, &c.— *D/^d. 
\.Family^rtrait, in hit best st^/ie'— iS^«r/7. 
Ditto— />2V/o. 

A beautiful garden, attached to the house, 
extends from the quay to the river, the terrace of 
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which, washed by the Yare, commands a fine view 
of Breydon water,* a lake of about three miles in 
length, and nearly a mile and a half in breadth. 
The prospect is bounded on the north by the Nor- 
folk shore, beyond which are scattered, in pleasing 
variety, the woods, villages, and churches of the 
neighbouring country. The western rays of the 
sun, falling in gilded magnificence upon this ample 
and picturesque expanse of water^ have often been 
the subject of poetic eulogy, as pcoductive of a 
delightful, yaried, and brilliant effect. 

Samuel Paget, Esq., possesses a very good col-- 
lection of pictures, distributed in the apartments 
of his excellent mansion on the South Quay. 

la the historical department, are — 

Chnsidexided'^Daniel Snyder. 

Petef deUveied from pri8oii---iSftf«iiv^cXr. 

In the cabinet or conversation style, are — 

The Finishing Touch — Sharp 

Interior of a Merchant Tailor's and Barber's shop— ^Gfon^a/o 

Coqufs, 
A^hepherdr-Ward, R. A. 
Horse Peeder» and its Companion. 
The Tdvet Bi«dohes-*A genuine picture, by Mmiand. 
Boors l>riiduog'-*i£naMi«r^* 
Cat aadPish-r-fi/mer. 

Subjectfrom Shakspeare's Henry l\, -^Woodford, R A. 
Fruit Piece, an admirable specimen— Dc Heem. 
Interior of a Cathedral— De Witt 



* Breydon^ Bradeny or Braifdtn^ a Saxoa word, si j^nlfjriag 
the broad water. 
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In the landscape departinerit — 

An Italian Port — Claude Lorrain. 

Village Scene^ in' his more than usually finished style-^ Van 

GoyeUm 
Landscape, with Hermit — Brueghel, 
Sun-set — Arnold^ A, R, A. 
Landscape — De Fries. 
Landscape — Ga insborough. 
View on the River at Yarmouth — /. U, Crome, Jun. 

Scene in the Forest of Soignies, Waterloo Church in the 
distance— Di/^o. 

There are also five pictures by the late Croiney 
founder of the Norwich school of artists^ two of 
which may be mentioned as his largest and principal 
works — they are scenes in Norfolk, and are treated 
with a fidelity to nature, united to a fulness of 
colour and sweetness of execution, which may 
place them amongst his very best. 

Norfolk fbas, for some years pa$t, been con- 
sidered rich in the productions of the graver^ and 
more particularly so in the labours of the justly cele- 
brated fFoollett. In the collection of prints in the 
possession of Mr. Paget, are some of bis best 
works, as well as thoae of HcUl and Sharp; 
also some fine proof impressions, transcripts of 
the works of Wilkie, by Raimbach and Burnet^ 
besides several by Bartolozzi, Hogcarthf Le Ecus, 
Rylandy Desnoyersy and many others^ 

Mr. Paget has likewise a small, but rare and 
valuable collection of corals, minerals, and fossils, 
forming a pleasing cabinet. 
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Mr. Charles Bell, in King-Slrcet, has a fine 
collection of engraved portraitn, produced by the 
French school, between the l/th and 18th centuries, 
(the grand era of French engraving) the principal 
of which are — 

Samuel Eemard, an impression before the letters ** Conseiller 
d'Etat*' were added to the plate — Drevet^ Jun. 

Bishop Bossuet — Ditto, 

Philip V. King of Spain— Dr«7e/, Sen, 

Brisacier, the grey-headed man — Masson, * 

Medaviy Archbishop of Rouen — Ditto. 

Beaumont* Archbishop of Paris — Ditto. 

Peter DupifiSy the Painter — Ditto, 

Lamoignon, President of the Parliament — Nanteuil, 

Dulieu, Master of the Chamber of Accounts — Ditto. 
^ H. Rigand, the Vandyck of France, looking over hti right 
shoulder, from a painting by Inmself— ^c//;ic^. 

Largilliere, the Painter — jF. Ckereau, 

Eusdbius Renaudot, a learned writer in the latter part of the 
17th century— D/V/o. 

Colbert, Bishop of Montpellier — J, Chereau. 

l^gnon. Counsellor of State — F. Poiily, Sen, 

Potier, Duke de Gesvre— ^. Poilit/, 

N. Parfaict, an Ecclesiastic — Ditto, 

St Simon, Bishop of Mentz. — DauUc, 

De la Peyronie, Chief Surgeon to Louis XV, — Ditto, 

Poisson, Marquis de Marigny — Wille, 

Frederick the Great — Ditto, 

Marshal Saxe— DtV^o. 

Mr. B^U has also several early portraits of the 
German and Low-Country schools of engraving, 
amongst which arc — 

SchmidVs beautiful portrait of De la Tour D 'Auvergne Count 
D* Evreux, after Rigaud. 
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And the well-executed portraits of — 

Oomelms F. Eversdyke — Hotthraken, 

John Burnaan— DiV/o. . r 

lohn Schellhammer, Pastor — H, Bary. 

Anthony Chasse, Chief Prior of the Monastery of Vudwt — 

Van Schuppen. 
Jacobus Roelans — P. Pontius, 

In his collection of portraits, of the British 
series, there are some by the Passes, HoUqr, 
Faithome, Glover, fFhite, B. Picort, Fosterman, 
Van Gunsty Houbraken, and Vertue ; together with 
some rare and curious portraits, without the engra- 
vers' names, noticed by Granger in his Biographical 
^istory of England. 

Mr. Bell has, amongst his large-sized modern 
portraits, of the British school — 

The celebrated fulUlength (considered aa admirable likeness) 
of General Wishington, from the graver of James Heathy 
after Gilbert Steuart. 

William Pitt, Earl of XI!hathuay in the act of speaking in the 

House of Lords: ooeof ^ best portraitiy engraved by 

J, K, Shertpin, 
Charles I. with his Page and his Equerry, Jamef, Marquis 

of Hamilton, holdii^ ^is iione, lifter Yandyck-^^^ 

Robert Strange, 

Sir Robert Boyd, Lieutenant-Governor ^ Gibraltar^ one of the 
principal plates of /o^;} Ho/^ 

The Princess Charlotte, by Richard Golding, from ^Thomaa 
Lawrence*s picture^ 

The well-kBQwn portraits of Raphael the painter, 
and Napoleon Buonaparte, by Morghen, are also 
in this collection. 
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The impresi^ns are generally excellent and 
many of them (particularly those of the foreign 
schools) are proofs ; besides which, the prints are 
almost all in a high and perfect state of presenration. 

In taking leave of Mr. Bell's collection, I can- 
not omit to notice his — 

Death of Lord Robert Manners, after Stothaid«->/^ K. Skerwin, 

a proof. 
St. Cediia— fFf/ZiVtm Sharp-^fetf fi«e. 
The Woman taken in Adultery, containing Pdrtiaiti of Reubens, 

Adam Van Odrt, Vandyck, Luther and CalWa: a ys^ 

sentation print, before Uie letters, by W. BromU^^g the 

painter's and engraver*s names in their own vnriting— 

exiceflent. 
Ben Jonson— by Edwards^ of Bungay ; a presentation pioof 

print, which does very gteat credit to the gniTer of tktft 

rapidly improving artist 

At Mr. Yetts's residence^ in Chapel- street, are 
the following paintings — 

Mountainous Country, a distant view of Hvoli, witti Cattle 
and Figures in the foreground, possessing much spirit — 
Uo9u di Tivoli. 

Rustic Figures^ emblematic of the Seasons, Autumn and Win- 
ter, after Tenters, 

Flemish Cottage, with Ballad Singer and Figures, story well 
tol(t— %7b72 Steen, 

Holy Family, finely coloured, by an Italian master. 

A finely-executed Sea Piece, by BysdelL 

Diana reposmg after the Ctaa^-^Quierchino, 

A pleasing Landscape, hy Patel, 

A Battle Piece, finely executed, by a Flemish master. 

A Spaniard singing to his Guitar, portrait size^ the style mas- 
terly, and possessing much breadth of colouring, by a 
Spanish artist. 
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A Fruit Piece, richly coloured, by J, De Heem, 

A Duenna, a fine old painting, portrait size — Jordaent, 

A Sea Rece,^ Strong 'Bi&stA— William Joy. 

Ditto, Light Airs— D1//0. 

Two Pictures, the Seasons, Spring and Summer, after Teniers, 

A beautiful and glowing little Landscape, Sun Set — Vanderneer, 

Nymphs Bathing, much neatness of execution-^Po/e;;z3ur^^. 

Landscape— W^<?r^«»^^^. 

A finely painted picture of Spanish Scenery, the aariei perspec- 
tive executed with great efiect, and finely colourai— « 
Wiidens. 

Family Portrait— C/dt>^. 

Ditto— DiYfo. 

In addition to the piers at the haven's mouthy 
the Jetty npon thebeach^ erected in 1808^ is a con- 
venient structure to seamen and others engaged in 
commercial pursuits. It extends into the sea up- 
wards of four hundred and fifty feet, and is composed 
of strong oak piles driven into the soil, braced 
together by cross beams of the same material, and 
well secured by iron fastenings : upon the top is a 
platform, twenty-one feet in width, surrounded by 
a substantial railing. This work cost in the erection 
upwards of 61^5000: it is intended to facilitate the 
approach of boats to the beach, and the landing of 
passengers in bad weather, which would otherwise 
be attended with much danger. This Jetty is a 
highly fashionable and favourite promenade in the 
bathing season. 

Near the jetty is the Bath-House, which was 
first built in 1759, and a short time since it under- 
went considerable repair and much judicious im- 
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provement : hot aod cold baths^ upon an improved 
principle^ may be taken here ia great perfection. 
Adjoining the'' original building, a fine room was 
added some years since^ the windows of which com- 
mand a beautiful and highly interesting view of the 
oceao, the jetty, and the beach. Public breakfasts 
and balls are frequently held, and a band of music 
attends three evenings in the week^ during the 
summer months, when it is generally filled with a 
numerous party of the fashionables of the town, 
and visitors; a good billiard table is also a certain 
source of amusement to gentlemen in bad weather. 

The town is very brilliantly lighted with coal 
gas, for which the spacious and level streets, at 
all times clean and dry, are well adapted. Perhaps 
there is scarcely a town in England that appears 
to greater advantage with these lights : the quays, 
when illuminated, are particularly splendid, and 
it is very general in the shops. 

The Gas Works were erected by Mr. G. fl. 
Palmer, of London, upon the south denes, near 
the water's edge. The buildings occupy a square 
piece of ground, surrounded by a brick wall: the 
front entrance is between two handsome lodges, 
one of which is the residence of a superintendent^ 
and the other is used as an ofiice. In the centre of 
the yard, a neat building, in separate divisions, 
contains the retort house, the condensing and 
purifying houses, the lime shed, the tar receiver, 
and a capacious storehouse for coals. There are 
two eiiTular gasometers, working in cast-iron 
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tanks, which are suspended upon columns by 
three chains, haying their counterbalance in the 
centre. In a separate apartment is the gas meter, 
which measures the whole of the gas, as it comes 
from the purifiers previous to its entering the 
gasometer; and there iis also a machine for regtila* 
ting the density of the gas supplied to the tow% 
by which means it is kept in the mains at an unifi»rm 
pressui^e. There are about 160 street lamps, and 
the gas contractors are required to fiirnisb them 
with Mght during eight months in the year, except 
three nights immediately before, and three nights 
directly after the full moon, until three o'clock 
in the morning, during the months of April and 
September ; and an hour later on the mornings of 
October, November, December, January, February, 
and March. The contract for lighting is now vested 
in a company of persons in London, (Mr. Palmer> 
who was the original contractor, having disposed of 
his interest in the concern) and their affairs are 
managed by five directors, who also reside in the 
metropolis. The whole length of cast-iron main 
pipes deposited in the town, is about five miles : the 
street lamps were lighted, for the first time, on 
the 6th December, 1824. 

The Royal Barracks, the most considerable of 
the modern buildings, stand upon the south denes, 
at a convenient distance from the town, surrounded 
by a high wall of great extent. An iron gate opens 
into the court yard, on each side of which are two 
good houses for the barrack master, and other 
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(MBcert. *3%erb^^ is iqnadraagiilari itWil^ll 
dctodiei vwge^f oAeefit; for ilii> »<yq^p|iio4atiqfr^. 
liie. mililaby^i^^ it, to 

ilk wlach the «iir aiay be jeq«all]r enjojied lusabi^a^ 
IB) lughtf J ee»ditci¥€( li« the i^orftrgf^ :6f :ittYili^*: 
it'did^not^'lioffrev^9 >1ob^ podtinue'ea heepitel,^ for 
ineeiiis^iieiie^of l^« Nicholfie'fl Gatt, tbe oolyrsiifo 
ettrance tothe fottds^shoaliBg its watery Ihe pafiaegei 
beeame contraeted, and; unsafe for m^em M i waif^auft 
■Ups of biirtheii, and> in ooiisequenoe, aa <^ 
seBi'firom .theAdmindtjr^ to discontinue itias aar 
bofpital, and convert the building, into foot bfurr^ 
nidks^ butit isnowconunoplyrunocQiqpied: when; 
in use, it Heldom reeeives more; than a detaelHnent 
of dismount^ horse, or a company of foot B<ddierfif«f 
The barrack master and Ms sei^eiant are residents^ 
and to the fermer aU miUtary orders are directed^ 
This boBdiBg^was eminently usefU in 1815^ whent 
iq^inrards of six hundred of the wounded Watterlpa 
heroes were brought here, andcomfortably provided 
for. 

The greatest ornament ta the denes, is a 
beautiful column, erected to the memory of the im- 
mortal Nelson, by the joint contributions of the 
gentlemen of Norfolk, imder the direction of W. 
Wilkins, Esq., an eminent architect. The first stone 
was laid^ witb great ceremony, on the 15th August, 

N 
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upon the Aesmsif eastward, at a short distance 
from the gates at the lower end of the market, is a 
fine building, erected in 1818, by Messrs. Grout, 
& Co. of NQmich, for a silk fyctorj^ It is very 
extensiy^y an4 coittains two l<mg and spacious 
apartments, upon sepomte floors, in which the 
business of silk windmg is canied on to a rery 
great extent. The machinery is put in motion by 
an eightyohorse power steam engine, which is con- 
stantly at w:ork, and employs a considerable number 
of cMdren, who relieye each other at stated 
periods during tbe day and night. The erection of 
another factory, of equal dimensions, is siddto be 
in projection by the proprietors; and it is to be 
wished they may eventually aniswer their sangmne 
expectations, as -Mich establishments are of incal- 
culable sendee to the town, by employing a number 
of poor children, who would otherwise, perhaps, be 
burthensome to the parish. 

The trade carricjl on at this port is very con- 
fsidentUe^t and its commerce aiid shipping' interest 
farge. Nearly 6n6 huhd^d sail of ships were built 
in the seveiul dock-yards of the townin the donrise 
of the year 181B, some of which were sold, and 
others.added io the floating capital of the merchants. 
The w:hoie iiumber of vessels, of all glasses, regis- 
tered at tbe custom-house^ in 1824, amounted io five 
hundred and ^orty-nine, a large majority of whi^h 
are employed in coasting with com and coals. Ttie 
importationof thelatter, inthe sameyeiir, ekbeeded 
98,000 chaldrons. The former is brought down the 
rivers, in wherries and small craft, and sent to 
all parts of the kingdom. In an abundant year. 
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ascdrtamed thatitbe ports: of Norfolk ezMrt^as 
mtich com: A9:fdl;tbe,otberooDintteS;of thit£ii^ 
together; seldom less tbaa a mUUQa9t«iitog in YS^^ 
fmd^ at the present Ugl^ price pf sra|ii, it. may be 
estimated at a much larger suin. Qiij; pf this liwn-; 
titji Yarmouth has becQ Imoym to export a jitrppqiv 
^n nearly equal to one h^f: hut^ the.ipimens^ 
sbipmcAts of com and flour, i^if u^lly mad^^ ^U 
better appear by the following statement of the 
fetyms for the last three yeai^; i^to.; frofar Odtbber 
lOth, 1821/ to October 10th, 1824/ eliding^ lOl^ 
October in ea<ih year. .: rv, . : j» 

1822. 1^23. 1824. V .. 

Quarter*. QoMrten.- <{{inuterlir 



> « ■ • 1 1 . 



* BARLEZ ...*.• 166,487 12M08 '188,4«7» 

.. ItfALT 85,174 82,3d7 -.Tdiefl?:,:.: . 

pATS. .♦.*..... 6,894 2,630/.; V^6, . 

BEANS.,,*...; 10,513 . .4,879..,.. 14,5'J6 . .; 

; PEASE.:. ' 2,217v .738 |tf,4^4 ' ' 

RYE... 632 ' 145 '■ -238' ' 

; -WHEAT .......i 37,230 : :43.94b '36,161 - : -^ 

"' . 298,147' 264.546 326,789 /" . 

; 1822.- 1828» » 1824. - 

¥LO^B.^.,.^... m,^77^^ 143^?,. ;j^- . 

• The. vessels . thus . engag^d^ are , generally: from 
torent^' to one. hundred tons burthen; but otb^ i^ 
a muchflifci^er deSor^Ktion. are em^Idyed iuilerfarm^ 
ingfgreigitiKoyages; ^ Russia^ Swed^n^ia^dJ^^olrwapi 
daify contribute thek stores, of sil;^l>..iroi),ipUcbi 
audi airo^d; inrfatdi,;' with otherL comifkodities^ 1 10% 
attteMW tQf ittenrdop^ i Jirer |faipditeft;i Jtiid: oottOna^ 
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bombaifaiei^ amlrefei^wtticdie of British productidbi 
ape-«hipped^ in return; indeed nearly the whole 
p<qpiiltttk>n of the town are, directly or indirectlj^ 
»4;»ged in inereantiie con^riMS. • ^ : ; • ; 

fiiit the cluef bnsine^ of th^ met*chan);s Itei^ Itf 

theh* exteiisive and unrivklled fisheries. Whidh; front 

, ' . . » •..-.../ ..lit 

the fonndatiba of. the borough to; the present mcM 
fhent^ have been a eonstant and uninterrlip^ 
sbtiree of wealth andemplpymentto the Inhablta^^isr: 

. lii the.fiaiiy part of May, the iteacWeJ scif^^ 
))opiiea iiijf i^^d usually continues, a^out eight weeks; 
during which tiiine great numbers are. caii^l^i and 
conveyed to Liondon^ and the adjacent msirkets, 
affording employment for more than seven hundred 
men, and occupying abont SQY^P.tJ boats. The 
herring fishery bi^^s a few days before Michael- 
mas, and terminates generally in the middle of 
November, forming this greatest source of wealth 
to the trader. The herring has been noticed by 
naturaUsts for its migratory ^nd gregarious pro- 
pensities: immense shoals of them pass annually 
from the northward further soutb, in quest of food,^ 
and for the purpose of depositing their spawn in 
the warm and capacious rivers of America. They 
qmt the north seas, when the weather becomes cold, 
for a more southern climate, and, as it changes to 
l^at, they revisit the north, and afterwards descend 
to the shores of Great Britain and Ireland, proidng 
by tUs instinctive change of place, that tenapera^ 
ture Hit least, if not warmth^ is necessary to their 
es&tenoe. About June they appear off tSie islands 
to the north of Scotland^ where, dividing themselves 
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into Ifro distiact hbdoMi ^ey IraTen^ ihe wsUml 
mkd wtistem Mtot^ of tkie kingdoni^ aAdrarrfye^ 
Yanno^th iw the llittef end of Septembety wben^ Abe 
grand fishery ileasOQ begins. . Tbeboatd. fitted'^nfc 
firtr this otidMion^ var6 of three different de9^rip|;ioil9,; 
the suMdle^t are opdn boats or yaWls; the lai^g^ are 
decked^'and from fbrty to fifty- tons burthen* Otber 
yeMli, liamed Cobles j are' einployed bj^ the^nieiv 
chaiitSy bat th^se are Idred from , r^nrftb^yi : and 
otiier jdtees iA Yoii^^ire, are paid a fixed price for 
theii^ se^ces, and seldom stay dnAag 4fae whole <if 
thejse&son: The crewsToC the dfeckalhol^t3si and jbsMb 
are retnnneratedt>y the last, imd ednseqnenUy tbeu^ 
profits depend u]^on the catch of ' the. season i tlM 
number of men in each' vanes aocording to ch^Si^e 
of the boat . Proyiding' themselves with a Isufflcient 
quantityof 6alt, in the event of their beingkeplloiq; 
out of theharbour, they proceed t0 sea, a^dgenerattjf 
take their drift, as it is tefmedy about - eight or 
fti^ leagues to the north-east of Yalrmouth, betweM 
a sand, natiied Smith's Knowl, and the Foreland!; 
but at dthet periods of the fishery^ they meet w^ 
the herlings miich nearer home. Every boat is 
furnished with eighty or qhe hundred nets,r eadb of 
which is about twenty yards long, and eight and a 
half deep : they are fastened in length to a wear rope, 
by cords or seasonings, each of which is three 
fathoms long; the nets are floated by corks^ placed 
at intervals of a few feet from each other, and the 
wear rope is supportedby smaU tubs or buoys^ about 
thirty-five yards distant from each other. Early in 
the evening, the nets are thrown oyer th^ side of the 
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bmt;^>«rfaidik l0'8!«6»«d' a#ay inM^ to cfeei^ Mdl^iitad 
liMldl*^«r<<AmwiiMitp a^^aini at dUtyligfal^ M4ieii itha 
Mi(fetfs8 or filiittre pf tbe ierenin^s ^tisbf raimi 
diSMhtaltied :'^ tt Single bdat^bae thw been kiiowti to 
take ' tfrvtre HQfr fbviipieeft lasto In one nights = flhi 
fish arcf thteii' labd^d; trnless' the quantity caught 
ambuhts^tndtytb af<^\ir thotsa^d^ and in :tbht4b8b 
they are^alted, and the boats v^diain on thcrlMdi^ 
^und; but^tfaey geibevany come into lite barbouv 
once eyc^ lird' or three days^ \dien the fresh 
herrings ar^ taken to* the fish-house and salted: 
After: remaitifaig'ftffy licrnrs^ they are washed in vaid 
by Aeehrerpi spitt^ thi^ngh the head; or giils with 
nkall wooden rodfii^ a^d hung "up in lihe ilsh^iousei 
which is a' large bifildingy thirty or fi>rty feet lngh> 
and IBitlfed tip expressly for the purpose. The spits 
are 'hniBg in^iSiers; and thus prepared^ a firo ^of 
billet wooil is Mndlfed under thetn^ which is extin^ 
guii^hedtWo or three timies during the operafion/td 
idtowtthebil or fat to drip from the herrings, until 
tftey are'^^erlbckly smokedj whteh usually occupies 
liine o> ten day^ i they are then paclied into barrels^ 
each contEd^niiigfrom eight hundred to one thousand 
herrings, ready for foreign exportation, or home 
fonsumption. 

If early 40,000 barrels have been sent annually 
to the catholic countries of the Mediterranean, 
and other places, and, at certain seasons, a much 
greater number; but of late years, the foreign mar- 
ket liasj^ i&om some cause or othep^ visibly declined, 
which may perhaps be iattributed, in a great measure, 
to the vast increased consumption of herrings m 
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'CIreat Britain^ (at this time very conrideraUe,) 
Mad the competition in the foreign market, with 
the Dutch, French, and other fishermen, who naw 
participate in the fishery, which a few years Mnce 
iwas wholly engrossed by the English. A Jast of 
herrings, consisting of ten barrels, of one thousand 
each, is on an average worth about ^16, though 
the price varies considerably in' different seasons. 
Formerly, a summer fishery for herrings was 
carried on to a cbnsiderable extent, by the Yan- 
m.outh fishermen, and in 1603, a bill was brought 
into parliament to restrain them, but rejected; sub- 
sequently, no such restriction appeared necessary^ 
for the herrings, at that period of the year, ceased 
to frequent the English coast; and although at this 
time, a few occasionally visit us, and are caught^ 
yet the practice may be considered, in a commercial 
point of view, to have enth'ely declined. 

The North Sea fishery* was also carried on by a 
few enterprising individuals. The boats employed in 
that service proceeded, about the month of June, to 
Brassey Sound, in the Island of Shetland, in the 

♦ This fishery was chiefly monopolix^d by the Dutch, in the 
b^inningr of the 17th century, who prospcuted it to a very g^cat 
extent, and employed upwards of 20,000 men in their busses and 
•mall craft, almost to the exclusion of the Engflish, who frequently 
complained to the government, and vented their displcasuf'e in sar- 
casms and bitter reflections upon the industry and avarice of the 
Hollanders. In the Harleian collection of papers is preserved 
a quarto pamphlet, of fifty pasres, entitled ** Cnsriand's way to win 
^realth, &e." written by Tobias Gentleman, fisherman and mariner, 
•nd printed in 1614, containing a ^ true relation of the inestimable 
wealth that is yearly taken out of his IVIajssty^sseas by the Hollan- 
ders, by their ip'eat number of Busses, Pinks, and Line Boats, &c.'' 
in which, taking^ an able and luminous view of the subject, th« 
author thus characterizes the Dutch of that period. 

O 
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MlgUbomiieod of which the fish were teilgdt. The 
herrings taken were Hot cured or redded, but 
|»ckled* in barrels ; and when they had obtained a 
fiufficient quantity, they returned htmie and dis- 
posed^of them. This fishery was regulated by an 
'act of parliament, and the merchants had a bounty 
•allowed them for encouragement, according to the 
tonnage of the boat and the number of barrels 

** And thiM norfh-west and by noitb lipncc along they ftteery 
tiien being the very heart of 8nmmer, and the very yolk of all the 
^ear,8ailiDgpuntiItbey do come unto thelsleof Shetland, which ishis 
IMi^esty^B dominions. And if it happen that they have so good a wind 
-Id be at Shetland before the fonrtesnth day of thcnr June, tts meal 
commonly they have, then do they pat all into Shetland, nigh Swiii- 
Ibom-Head, into a Sound, called Bracy^s Sound; and there they frolic 
ft on land, nntil that they have sucked out all the marrow of the 
ttalt and good Scotch ale, which is the best liquor that the hAaati 
doth afford : but the fourteenth day ot June being once come, then 
laway all of them g^, for that is the Brst day by their own law; before 
Srhich time they must not lay a net, for until then the herrings bii 
not in season nor fit to be taken to be salted. 

" We are daily scorned by thpse Hollanders, for being sonegli- 
igeatftt our profit, and careless of our fishing; and they do daily 
flont us that be the poor fishermen of England to oar faces at sea, 
calling to us, and saying, Ya English, ya zall, or oud tcoue dragien^ 
%hich in English Is this; you English, we will make you glad for 
-to wear our old shoes/* 

* William i9«cAel«s;,aSwede, who died in 1397, was supposed 
to have been the inventor of pickling, herringg. But in the third 
▼olnme of Leland^s Collectanea, page 173, it is recorded as a fact, 
that pickled herrings were sold as early as 1273. It may be pre- 
•umed that preserving herrings, by imoking and drying^ if not by 
pickiingi is more ancient than has been recorded. The faoetiooa 
Tom Na»he, in a pamphlet he published, in the year 1509, entitled 
** Lenlen Stuffe, containing the description nndfirtt procreation 
of the Town of Great Yarmouth^ with a new play of ihepraise of 
red herringsy ** ascribes the discovery to accident, by « fisherman 
having bung some up in his cabin, where he says, ^ what wUk his 
'fiering and tmoking^ or smoki^fiering^ in thai his narrow lobby^ 
Mf kerringM which wtre at whiU ae whaMone^ when he hwi^ ih^m 
Ml. Mew &okt Of r§da» m |oteif«r.** 
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^ugbt| but tli^ lict having been lately repealed| 
^nd the bounty no longer allowed, this fishery ii in 
consequence entirely discontinued. 

Besides the mercantile pursuits of the inhabl- 
tants, they have lately made some progress !• 
manufactures, and although confessedly in thei 
infancv of this branch of commerce, their labours 
appear to have been adequately remunerated ; and 
it is expected, as they are more encouraged, they 
will necessarily become more extended. 

The beach, in the fishery season, presents a 
varied and busy scene to the spectator; but more 
particularly the jetty, from which a view of the 
whole business of the herring boats may be com- 
manded. Owing to the general salubrity of the air^ 
this town is happily little subject to noxious fevers^ 
or pestilential diseases. The wholesome exhala* 
tions, arising from the fish during the operation 
of curing, are said to have a tendency to dissipate 
contagious disorders, and have satisfactorily been 
proved to be beneficial to the constitution. 

Yarmouth, viewed as a bathing placoj (for lybioh 
its conveniences are admirably adapted,) cert^nly 
possesses very considerable attractions. The beauty 
an4 cleanliness of its spacious streets, ^nd t^ba 
cool refreshing sea bree^e^ enjoyed in mo^t^ if uq% 
all, of the public walks, render it a station essen- 
tially important to the invalid. To sucb^ no place 
can be better calculated for a residence^ not only 
ou account of its superior comforts, and ihe facility 
with which medical a^ssistance may be obtained|^ 
but for i^ great a^nd never endin g variety. Ple&^ur^ 
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and exercise may be enjoyed at all times, m an 
infinitude of shapes, each essentially difierent 
from the other. To such as delight in the bustle 
of mercantile pursuits, its noble quays, its 
wharfs, and its rivers, ofler a rich field for im- 
provement and speculation. The admirers of 
nature, in her quiet and rustic garb, may at 
leisure solace themselves in paths little subject to 
interruption. The more remote parts of the beach, 
the denes, and the surrounding country, are equally 
removed from the busy hum of business, and the 
tread of men engaged in the bustle of active pursuits. 
On the two former, the botanist may amuse himself 
with examining a variety of rare and interesting 
plants. Among others indigenous to the soil, may 
be enumerated, the Amndo Arenariaj or sea red 
grass, springing in scattered tufts above the sand; 
the Arenaria Peploides^ or sea chick weed, growing 
upon the beach, near the turf of the common; the 
Bunias Cakile^ or sea rocket, rendered distinctly 
yisible by its enlivening flowers of purple hue shoot- 
ing above the shingle ; the Convolvolus Soldenella^ or 
sea bird weed; the Eryngium Maritimum EryngOj or 
sea holly, scattered indiscriminately over the beach; 
and the Ononis Repens, or creeping restharrow, 
with many others, often before noticed, and fre- 
quently sought after and admired. 

The Denes is a charming promenade, forming 
a beautiful peninsula, upwards of a mile and a 
half in length, and a constant subject of interest 
and delight to the bather and general visitor. Its 
flat and open surface is certainly mounifully 
destitute of trees, but not of verdure, and though 
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the former constitute the beauty of a landscape, 
yet in lieu of them, it possesses other features^- 
the character of which is so completely its own, 
that the spectator finds himself amply compensatecl 
for the deficiency. The bold picturesque and rugged 
bank on the west side of the Yare, and the distant 
cliflfe beyond Gorleston, with the surface of the 
majestic and swelling ocean, studded with a rariety 
of barks, present at once an outline infinitely 
diversified, and unceasingly interesting. 

Every possible accommodation is given by the in- 
habitants to visitors. Besides the numerous taverns 
and excellent inns for the resort of passing travellenv 
a number of lodging and boarding houses, of the very 
best description, abound in all parts of the town, 
and may be engaged upon the most reasonable 
terms. Provisions, and all the necessaries of life, 
are abundant and generally cheap, and the utmoist 
attention ispaid to the wishes and comforts of stran- 
gers; nor are amusements wanting, the annual 
races which take place generally about the latter end 
of August, upon the extensive turf of the south 
denes, constitute a very gay and pleasing spectaple. 
A number of well-trained horses attend the course, 
and draw together, perhaps, a brighter assemblage 
of beauty and fashion, than any other turf in the 
county. Upon these occasions, the Vauxhall and 
ApoUo Gardens are brilliantly illuminated, and 
fingers of great respectability are generally en- 
gaged for the orchestras ; excellent bands are in 
attendance, and every method is resorted , t<> by 
the proprietors^ to ensure the comfort and conveni- 
ence of their visitors. 
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The Water Frolie is another source of gratis 
fieatioB to the town and neighbourhood, and an 
almost immemorial custom of the borough. The 
ehief magistrate, who is conservator of the waters, 
makes an annual excursion up the rivers to pro- 
claim 4he liberties of the borough, which extend 
toHardley Cross on the Yare, St. Olave's Bridge 
on the Waveney, and to Weybridge on^the Bare, 
where proclamation is made by the town elerh, 
generally in the month of August. The mayor 
iiails in a barge, fitted up for the occasion, with the 
corporate body and their friends, attended by a 
numerous fleet of pleasure boats of every dcscrip^ 
lion. After the necessary forms are gone through^ 
the party dine in great state at Burgh, near the ruinq 
of Garianonum, ttie area of which, and the isloping 
bill at itsbase, are frequently covered with spec tatorq 
grouped into parties, who, with the nun^erous b<)ftt8 
scudding upon the water, form an animated and 
pleasing picture. After dinner, a sailing content 
for a silver cup takes place, and the fleet return 
to Yarmouth, where the banks of the river ar^ 
studded with joyous and happy countenances as«- 
sembled to greet their return, and a rowing match 
doses the festivities of the day. 

The fashionable company arrive in Yarmouth 
about July, and continue until the latter end of Sep- 
tember or October, when every method is taken by 
the inhabitants to beguile the summer months : balls, 
concerts, and public breakfasts, are each resorted 
to in their turn, and enjoyment and pleasure 
afllprded in every possible shape. The theatre at 
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this season is open^ the corps dramatique of which 
will perhaps be found to be as respectable as that 
of any other provincial house in the kingdom. 

The town is one hundred and twenty-three miles 
distant from London, to which two coaches run 
daily and perform the journey in about seventeen 
hours; there is also a rapid communication for the 
conveyance of wares and merchandize, preserved 
by regular trading vessels. Steam-packets also pass 
between this port and Hull and Selby, and several 
vessels are employed in carrying heavy goods of all 
descriptions to and from the same places. 

Yarmouth is twenty-four miles distant from 
Norwich, to which place coaches and steam-boats 
are passing and repassing daily: an extensive and 
expeditious communication is also kept up with the 
towns of the adjacent country. 



For the continuation of tlie Ancient History of 
Yarmouth^ the reader is referred to the end of the volume, 
where the principal events are recorded in a series of 
Chbonolggical NoTES,/rom the Saxon invasion to the 
present period, including an enumeration of the different 
dunrteri. 
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THE 



ENVIRONS OF YARMOUTH 

Abound with pleasant rides and walks to the 
numerous pretty villages lying adjacent to it, which, 
for the beauty of their general appearance, may vie 
with those of any of the most frequented watering 
places in the kingdom. The picturesque ruins of 
ancient edifices, baronial, military, and religious, 
richly scattered over this tract, are not the least 
interesting objects of the landscape. 

Leaving Yarmouth, by the north entrance, a 
pleasant ride of nearly three miles, over an excellent, 
causeway, brings us to Caister, an early Roman sta- 
tion, as its name imports, nearly opposite to Burgh. 
This village is mentioned in the Domesday Volume, 
and unquestionably received its name from the 
Camp of the Roman Legions formerly stationed there. 
In the Confessor's reign, the Abbey of St. Benneit's 
in the Holme had a lordship in this town, which 
was given by Grimholf, a Saxon, soon after itsfound- 
ation in 1034, and valued in the Conqueror's survey 
at 25s. This fee of the Abbot's was afterwards 
divided into several lordships. John De Castre was 
lord of Caister manor in 1384, and afterwards it 
came, with Rccdham Hall, to the Fastolfs. The first 
of this family, who had any possessions in Caister, was 
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Thomas Fastolf^ Esq., to whom Oliver De Ingham 
granted, in the 7th of Edward II., his right in the 
manor of Reedham in this town; and in 1356, John 
Fastolf, Esq., purchased the lordship of Vaux, 
which was confirmed to Hugh Fastolf in 1363. 
John Fastolf, Esq. was lord of Vaux, Reedham, 
and Caister manors, held of the Abbot of Holme, 
and was buried in the chapel of St. Nicholas, in the 
church of Yarmouth, leaving John, his son and heir^ 
afterwards the famous Sir John Fastolf,* the prin- 
cipal events of whose life and brilliant actions, are 
mentioned beneath. 

♦ He was born at Yarmontb, in the year 1380, but bis father 
dyingf before he was of a^e, he became the ward of a nobleman, and 
was trained up, according^ to the custom of the times, in^ the Norfolk 
family. About the year 1401, Thomas of Lancaster, afterwards Duke 
of Clarence, second son of Henry 17. was sent Lord Lieutenant into 
Ireland, and it is supposed that Fastolf attended him, for it appears, 
that he was with him in 1405 and 1406. Two years afterwards 
he was married in Ireland, on the feast of St. Hilary, to Miliccntia 
Lady Castlecombe, daughter of Sir Robert Tibetot (Lord Deputy of 
that King^dom) and relict of Sir Stephen Scrope, a lady of great 
beauty and fortune ; soon after which, receiving some considerable 
posts of trust in Gascony, he went to reside there. In 1415, Sir John 
was intrusted, in conjunction with the Earl of Dorset, with the 
government of Harfleur j and it appears that he was present with 
King Henry V. at the battle of Agincourt, where he behaved with 
great bravery After the death of Henry, he was appointed by 
the regent Bedford, grand master of his household, and seneschal 
olC Normandy^ and in 1423, he was constituted lieutenant for the 
King, and regent in that province, in the jurisdiction of Rouen, 
Kvreux, Alengon, and the countries beyond the river Seine, and 
also governor of Anjou and Maine: he afterwards captured the 
castles of Tenuye, Beaumont le V^pompt, and Silliele or Sine- 
tingle 'y the latter in 1425, from which he was dignified with the title 
of baron. And in the same year, this active warrior took also St. Oiien 
D' Estrais, near Laval, and the castle of Gravelle, with other places 
of strength, from the enemy, for which dangerous and indefatigable 
services in France, he was about the same time elected in Englandi 
with extrAordiaary d«f?rence %o his great merits, a knight of tb« 

P 
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TheCasde, founded by this hero^ appears to have 
been rather a sumptuous castellated mansion than 
a building calculated for defence. A manuscript 
account^ by Blomefield, states^ that ''Henry V. 
granted his licence to Sir John/' to build it ^^as strong 
as himself could devise^* and appointed it a fortifica- 

j^rter, and a commission was issued to the Earls of Warwick, 
Salisbury, and Suffolk, to receive Sir Jobn^s oatb, and to invest bim 
with the order. In 1428, he ^ined g'reat honour, by his valour and 
good conduct, at the memorable battle wof Herring's, in which he 
totally defeated four thousand, or as some of the French historians 
say, nine thousand of the French, at the head of about two thousand 
five hundred English, and succeeded in conducting a convoy of 
provisions (chiefly consisting of herrings) in triumph to the English 
i^amp before Orleans. Of this signal victory, a witty Frenchman has 
said, that 

" God wa§ wholly tuni*d.uiito the English side, 
" And to assist the French, Ifae devil had denied." 
Our brave commander appears to have been infected, in 1429, with 
the epidemical panic, which had taken posscssionof mostof the Eng- 
lish, on witnessing the military achievments of Joan of Arc, the en- 
thusiastic maid of Orleans, for we find his name amongst those who 
fled from the enemy at the battle of Pataie. For his share in the dis- 
asters of this battle, he was deprived of the garter ; but his general 
character for courage and ability was so well established, that in 
1430, the Duke of Bedford, the regent, preferred him to the lieu, 
tenancy of Caen, in Normandy. Two years afterwards he was sent 
ambassador to the council of Basil, and was subsequently appointed 
tonegociate a final or temporary peace with the French ; and the 
same year, Sir John, with Lord Willoughby, commanded the army 
whioh assisted the Duke of Brittany, against the Duke of Alengon; 
soon after which he was for some time in England, but in 1435, 
he was again with the regent in France, and the same year was ap- 
pointed one of the ambassadors to conclude a peace with the French. 
The Duke of Bedford dyin^* that year, gave a manifest proof of his 
esteem and regard for Sir ..John, by constituting him one of 
his executors. His successor in the regency Richard Duke of 
York, made l^astolf a grant of an annuity of £20 a year, out 
of his own estate, for his good services and council. In 1436, for 
about four years, he appears to have been settled at his government 
in Normandy, after which, in 1440, he made his final return home, 
where he rendered himself conspicuous for his virtues, and became 
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tion to Yarmouth ; but the founder, probably, did 
not ayail himself of this permission. 

Another manuscript, in the possession of Anstis^ 
late Garter King at Arms, relates, that Sir John 
Fastolf, haying taken the Duke of Alengon prisoner, 
at the battle of Agincourt, that Duke agreed as a 

as amiable in his domestic, as he had been admirable in bis public 
character. He died on the 6th of November, 14d9, and was buried 
in a chapel erected by himself in the abbey of St. fiennet^s in the 
Holme. All that we learn of him in his retirement is elegpant, hos- 
pitable, and f^enerous; whether we consider the places of his abode^ 
the style of his living, or those foundations on which he dispensed 
his bounty. He was a benefactor to both the universities, bequeath- 
ing: A considerable legacy to Cambridgt;, for building the schools of 
philosophy and civil laws*, and at Oxford, he was so liberal to 
Magdalen College, in consideration of the affection he had for his 
friend Mr. Wainfleet,the founder, that his name is there commemo- 
rated in an anniversary oration. In short, no retirement could 
obscure his reputation, nor no infirmities weaken him in the exer- 
cise of his geuerous spirit. It appiars, that at the time of his death, 
he was extremely rich, and possessed of considerable lands and 
estatesiu Norfolk and Suffolk, in Yorkshire, and in Wiltshire, the 
greatest part of which he bequeathed to charitable purposes. 

Shakspeare has been much censured, by some writers, for 
perverting, they say, with an unaccountable licence, the character 
of this great and good man, under that of his ludicrous and inimi- 
table Falstaff; while others will not allow that the poet had ever any 
intention of drawing Sir John Falstaff from any part of Sir John 
Fastoirs character. The latter urge, as arguments for their side 
of the question, the difference of name^fi, a difference in their 
ages, and above all that the character of Falstaff was originally 
written and acted under the name of Oldcastle ; but which Queen 
Elizabeth ordered the bard to alter, imagining it might give offence 
to some of the Oldcastle family then living : with the real Sir John 
Oldcastle, the delineation will no better agree, except as to age, than 
with Sir John Fastolf. But this, however, is certain, that nothing 
can be more widely different than the characters of Shakspeare^s 
Falstaff and the real Fastolf. 

Shakspeare has mentioned the circumstance of Sir John Fastolfs 
being deprived of the garter, for his share in the flight and disa»* 
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ransom to build a Castle here, fitmilar to his own 
in France^ in consequence of which agreement^ this 
Castle was erected at his ex;pehce. 

The battle of Agincourt was fought on the 25th 
of October, 1415 ; and supposing the Castle to hayo 
been begun three or four years after that event, it 
will place it among the oldest brick buildings in the 
kingdom. 

The mansion enclosed a court, in figure a rec- 
tangled parallelogra m, whose south and north sides 

were larger than those on the east and west. At 
the north-west angle is the tower; the grand 
entrance was over a drawbridge on the west side, 
A manuscript in St. Bennet's college, Cambridge, 
written by William De Worcester, (who was officer 
of arms, or herald to Sir John Fastolf) says, that 
" on the right hand, on entering the great hall, 
which measured forty-nine feet in length, and 

ten of the battle of Pataie, in the fourth act of King Henry VI., 
where we find Talbot speaking to Sir John thus, 
Talbot. — ^" Shame to the Dake of Bargnndy and theel 

I vow'd, base Knight, when I did meet thee next. 
To tear the garter firom thy craven's leg/' 
But this is wholly without reference to the chatacter of FahtafP. 
Hollinshed mentions the fact of his deiprivation of the garter, and 
says, (speaking of Pataie,) '* that fromthis battle, departed without 
anie stroke stricken. Sir John Fastolfe, the same year by his yali- 
antnesse, elected into the order of the garter. But for donbt of 
misdealing at this brunt, the Dnke of Bedford tooke from him the 
image of St, George and his garter." Monst relet, the Frendi his- 
torian, also mentions this circumstanoe. It is probable that fRr John 
was thought to have been too eeverely, if not unjustly pnniBhed 
by the Dake of Bedford^ for his part in the battle ; for that prince, 
it appears, soon afterwards received him ag^ain into his favour, res- 
tored him the garter* and appointed him to a military office of 
great honour and emolument. 

Sir John was twice married, having for his second wife, 
Margaret Howird, a daughter of Sir John Howard. 
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twenty-eight in breadth^ adjoining to the tower, was 
the dining room," the great fireplace of which is 
still yisible. Directly east of this^ communicating 
by a drawbridge^ stood the college, encompassed 
by three sides of a square, whose area was larger 
than that enclosed in the walls of the mansion. 
The west side was bounded by a moat, haying two 
round towers at the north-east and south-east angles, 
and towards the west end of the north side ran the 
great avenue. 

The Castle was surrounded by a moat, that Ls said 
to have once communicated with the ocean by a 
navigable creek, which is extremely probable. A 
little south-west of the mansion, is shown the crown 
of an arch, eight feet in diameter, which retains the 
name of the barge-house. At present, the north- 
west and north walls only, with the tower, are 
standing; the latter is upwards of one hundred feet 
in height, and was ascended by a winding flight of 
stone stairs, now removed. The interior of the 
tower had several floors, and the fireplaces and 
chimney apertures remain perfect, ranged one above 
the other, in circular apartments, lighted by nar- 
row windows securely grated. The external parts 
of the tower, the arched entrance, and the prin- 
cipal front of the Castle, are in excellent preserva- 
tion^ the face of the brickwork retaining much of 
its original beauty ; the south-east walls are levelled, 
and nearly destroyed. The spandril of an ancient 
chimney piece^ formerly within the ruins, contained 
the armorial bearings of Sir John Fastolf, finely 
sculptured, and encircled by the garter; and as 
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by the negfigence of a girl, who in making a 
bed, set fire to and<fid it considerable damage. 
John Mowbray, the Dnke of Norfolk, next claimed 
it, under pretence of having porchased the castle 
And lands of William Yelverton, (^Uhat cursed 
Norfolk justice,** as Worcester terms him) one of 
Sir John Fastolf s executors; but this act of the 
Duke's was illegal, and contrary to the will of the 
founder, who had ordered it not to be sold, but to 
be kept as a college for priests, and an hospital for 
poor men. John Paston, Jun. £8q., (acting as 
goremor of the Castle, on behalf of his brother. 
Sir John Paston, who was absent) refused to sur- 
render the possession, and the Duke in consequence 
appeared before the walls with three thousand men, 
armed with guns, culrerins, and other artillery, and 
immediately besieged it. The names of the prin- 
cipal persons at this siege were — 

John Duke of Norfolk, Sir Humphrey Talbot, Sir Wflliam 
Calthorpe, Sir John Heveningfaam, Sir Gilbert Debe&ham» Sir 
Thomas Wingfield, Sir William Brandon, Thomas and W^Aiam 

Wingefeld, Esqs. Swansey , Esq. Hugh Auston, Esq. Sir Joho 

Waldgrave, William Debenham, Jun. Esq. Robert Debenham, Esq. 
-^-* son of Sir Laurence Rayneford, James Ratcliffe, Esq. Black 

John de Ratcliff, son of Stafibrd, Esq. Sir Kiilip 

Wentworth, Simon Fitz-Simon, of Essex, Esq. Timpeiley, 

Esq. Richard Southwell, Esq. Gilbert Debenham, Sen. Esq. — 

Brook, Esq. son of the Lord Cobham; Bardwell of Herling, 

Esq. Herward, of Cromer, Esq. John Ratcliff, of Attlebur^, 

Esq. Letham, Esq Plumestede. 

The castle was surrendered to these gentlemen 
and their retainers in about a fortnight's time. 
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In 1472, the 12th of £dward IV., John Paston^ 
Jun. Esq., presented the following petition for his 
brother. Sir John Paston, and himself, to be re- 
stored into the manor of Caister, from which they 
had been pat out of poissession more than three 
years, by the Duke's servants. 

*To the Right hyghe and myghty Prince, and my right good 
and gracious lord, my lord the dwke of Noiff. 

Mekly besechyth your hyghness, your poore and trew contynuall 
9eru*nt and oratour, John Paston, the yonger, that it myght pleaae 
your good grace to call on to your moat discret and notabyll remem- 
btance^ that lateward at the cost and charge of my brodyr John 
Paston, Knight, whyche most entcndith to do that myght pleaae 
your hyghiiess. The ryght nobyll lord the bysshop of Wynchestr. 
entretyd so and compouned wt. your lordshepp that it likyd the 
same to be so good and gracyous lord to my seyd brodyr, thai by 
forsse of serteyn Dedys, relessys, and letrys of attorney, selyd wt the 
sealys of yor. good grace, and of other serteyn p*sonys, Infeofiyd to 
your use in the maner of Castr., late John Fastolfifi, Knight, in the 
Conte of Norff. Myseyd brodyr and J, yrt, others enfeoffyd to my 
seyd brodyrs use, in the seyd maner, wer peasably possessyd of and 
in the same tyll syche tyme as serteyn prsonys, seru^nts on to your 
good grace, entred in to the seyd maner, and therof have takyn 
the Jssuses and p*i6itys, in the name of your seyd hyghnesse, by the 
space of thre yer and more, to the gret hurt of my seyd brodyr and 
me your said sem*nt and oratour; wherfor as I have oft tymys befor 
thys, I beseche your good grace at the reurence of god, and in the 
wey of charyte, that my said brodyr may by your hyghness be agen 
restoryd in to the possessyon of the seyd maner, accordyg to the laiw 



* Original Letters daring the reigns of Henry VI. Edward IV. 
Edward V. Richard III. and Henry VII. of Persons of Rank and 
Conseqnence in the possession of the late Sir John Fenn, Knt. M. A. 
F. A. $• 
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and good co&ncyence. And we shall prey to god for the p^aeroacyon 
of your most nobyll estate. 

P&per mark, a mermaid or figure riding on a fish. 

This petition mast have been presented about 
tbe latter end of 1472, as the Duke had been in 
possession of Caister from September, 1469, ami 
the petition sets forth that he had then received 
the issues and profits for three years and more. 

The towers and ruins of the college have been 
conyerted into bams and stables; the moat yet re^ 
tains some water, and the whole building wears an 
air of melancholy and deserted grandeur, which 
forms a striking contrast to its former character 
for magnificence and hospitality, and conveys to 
the mind a useful and impressive lesson on the 
mutability and uncertain duration of human labours; 

••The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces^ 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself; 
Yea, all which it inheiit, shall dissolve. 
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision. 
Leave not a wreck behind.** 

Caister is a pleasant but scattered village, for- 
merly divided into two parishes, "Castor Trinity'' 
and "Castor St. Edmund;" consolidated 22nd Sep- 
tember, 1608. The church of the Holy Trinity 
was a rectory, anciently valued at thirty marks, 
and the Abbot of St. Bennet's had a portion of tithe 
of the value of 208. ITie edifice has long since 
been decayed, and, standing in the garden of a 
farm-house in an elevated situation, forms a pic- . 
turesque ruin. 
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. St. Edmund's, the prei^nt parish church) standing 
on the north side of the high road, leading from 
^Yarmouth to Norwich, has a nave, with a south 
aisle and chancel, covered with lead, and a square 
tower containing three bells. In the chancel and 
nave, are several grave stones and mural monu- 
ments ; in the latter is one, without any date, having 
this inscription, with the arms reaved- 

''Here layet];L Elizabeth iat%the wife of John Paston, 
on whose soule Jesu have mercy." 

The building is in good repair, and in the church- 
yard are several handsome tombstones. 

The presentation is now vested in John Steward^ 
Esq. of Norwich, and the present incumbent is the 
liev. J. B. Wilkinson, vicar of North Walsham,^ 

Quitting the turnpike, a I'oad tQ the rights »at 
two miles distant from Caister, brings us to. the 
pleasant village of Ormesby, the prindp^ Jordsbip 
of which wa3 anciently possessed by Guert^::!^ 
younger son of Earl Gpdwiii, the brother of King 
Harold, who being killed at the battle of Hastings, 
it reverted to the c^own, and was subsequently re?, 
granted by Henry 11. The ancient family .of J)e: 
Ormesby were lords of this manor. Sir William De 
Orniesby, who was slain on the field of Bannockbm-^/ 
in Scotland, is mentioned in a fine with Agnes, his 
wife, in the 30th year of King Edward I. Roger 
De Ormesby was returned to be lord of both ,the 
Ormesbys (the village being divided into two parts. 
Great and Little Ormesby): in the 9th of Edward 11.^ 
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he settled it on lliomas his son, and Margaret his 
wife, in tiul. This Sir Thomas dying without issue 
male, left four daughters and coheirs, one of whom, 
Gnnnora, the second daughter, married John 
Perers, and had Alice, the wife of Sir Thomas De 
Nerford, the celebrated mistress of King Edward 
III., after which the estate passed to the CSeres, 
an ancient and honourable femily, in whom tt 
remuned for a consideiable period. 

Great Ormesby possesses some very handsome 
houses. In a verdant park of about nxty aci^ 
surrounded by young plantations, interspersed with 
a pleanng variety of old wood, is Ormesby House, 
the seat of Sir Edmund Knowles Lacon, Bart*, 
which has lately been much enlarged and improved, 
under the direction of a distinguished archi* 
tect. The mansion is unadorned gothic, crenelled 
and turreted, having tha grand entrance on the 
east, over which is a sculptured compartDsent, 
containing the arms of Lacon and their quarter- 
ings: the entrance is groined, 32 feet in length, 
and from 9 to 12 in height; at the further end> 
is an oak panelled hall, and a noble staircase, 
adorned with fine family portraits; a corridor, com- 
mumcating with the hfdl, which is very lofty, and 
30 feet by 18 in dimensions, opens to a flower g^«- 
den, on the west front of the building; a handsome 
^ing room, on the south, 28 feet by 19, is entered 
from the hall, and on the same side is an elegant 
drawing room, rather larger than the dining apart- 
ment; a Ubrary, a breakfast or morning apartment, 
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Esq., whose ancestors had long been seated at 
Coleby, Suflleld, and Cley by the sea, bought of 
13ir James -Calthorpe, and dame Dorothy his wifi^ 
:|^ Algernon May, and dame Mary his wife. Sit 
William Paston, and others, a considerable encrease 
to Ids Ormesby and Burgh possesidons. He enlarged 
his mansion, at the east end of the church, and laid 
out some handsome gardens, with a large bowling 
green. About the close of this century, the house 
and grounds were much improyed by his son, Jonar 
than Symonds, Esq. Cotton Symonds, the sur* 
idving son of Jonathan, High Sheriff for the county 
in I7&6, rebuilt the soutib front of his fiEmiily mansion, 
but in the rage for improvement, destroyed the 
bowling green, and a laige banquetting house in 
the garden. He died in 1761, and left the house 
and family estates to his widow for her life, with 
remainder to his relation, Nathaniel Symonds, Esq. 
of Yarmouth, who had married Ids cousin Mary, 
daughter and heiress of Thomas Symonds, Esq. of 
Browston Hall, Suffolk. James Symonds, Esq., the 
late possessor of this estate, was their only child : 
he -greatly improved the gardens, and added some 
very excellent graperies, pine^es, and an extendve 
peachery ; and by Hannah his wife, left one daughter, 
Hetty,* married to the Rev. John Homfray, B. A. 
F. A. S., one of the ministers of St. George's chapel, 
Yannouth, (by whom she has eight children,) and 
two sons;^ the Rev. James Symonds, M. A. 
(a justioe of the peace, and a d^nty lieutenant for 

• Nichols's LeioeBtershire, vol. 4) part 3, pages 602 and 7%.* 
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the county, who, by his wife, Janet, daughter and 
heiress of the late John Fish, Esq. of YaiuMmtb, 
has a numerous issue) and Charles Symonds, Es^. 
of Runham Hall, who married Mary, sole nhild of 
the late Ely Morgan Price, D. D^ ricar of Runham 
and Oriston, in this couiity. 

The Byni6nds*s were first seated here at' the 
close of the reign, of Elizabeth, and bore ariden^ 
for their arms, per fess, sable and argent^' a pate 
and six trefoils^ slipped, and counter changed ; but 
John Symonds, of Cley, thie second sdn cif ' John 
Symonds, of Stiffield, changed his paternal coat to 
aiure, three trefoils, slipped, or; and 'married 
Agnes, the daughter of WiHiain Saundeirsoti : 'and 
soon afterwards, Robert Symonds, of dufldd, 
fourth^ but only surviving son of Adam dyinonds, 
of Suffield, who died in 1494^ by his wife Agnes 
Kugge, changed his paternal coat to sable^ a^lpliin, 
n^uant embowed, devouring a fish, proper: -^is 
Robert was nephew' to John Symonds, of €ley ; 
and these coats have been constantly borne by his 
descendants, quarterly; sometimes the anient coat 
in the first quarter, aud sometimes the dotjphin, but 
with variations, and without the fish in its mouth. 
Ftoof^ of these variations eidst in an {liuminated 
pecUgree on vellum ; on various ancient carvhigs on 
stone about the mansion ; on the monuments of the 
family at Yamibuth, and at Ormesby ; and oh the 
several hatchinents set up in those churches. From 
this Robert Symonds, of Suffield, by Margaret 
Calthorpe, his Wife, daughter of John Calihorpe, of 
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18 feet square, and an ante room, are the principal 
Ifnprovements, which, much to the credit of the 
^mrehitect and the conrenience of the mansion, are 
placed upon the same level; the upper windows 
isommaiid a fine view of the sea and the surrounding 
country ; the ground in front is tastefiilly disposed, 
and the pinery, grapery^ and succession houses, 
vein the finest condition* 

-. The Laconfamiiyris of considerable antiquity 
Am the parish of La^n, in Shropshire^ Edmund 
Jjabon, Esq^ a yorunger son of that family^ resided 
lit* Oltley, in the West Riding of Yorkshire, 
«nd^ munied Martha, a dau^ter of the Rev. W. 
Beevbr, rector of South. Mpnlsham, in Norfolk, 
: {grandfather- of the late Sir Thomas Beevor, of 
,HethelPark, Bart.) and had issue by her, 1, Thomas 
;Laoon, of Ottley, (who assumed the name of Bamer 
and' bad ' twoulaughters, one iof. whom, Catherine, 
was^the wife of Charles Wood, R.N. the father of 
the preisent Sir Frands Linley Wood, Bart.) and 2, 
Jolu Lacon,' whaaettling in Norfolk, \n 1740^ mar- 
*rledhiftCouna Ellen, daughter of Robert Ward, 
Esq^ of Great Yarmouth. By this lady he had issue, 
onedaughter> Judith; and two sons, Edmund and 
.John; Edmund Lacon,. Esq.,. the eldest son resided 
. at Yarmoutli,. necei ved : the honour of Kntgh|;hood, 
. attd waa created a baronet^ lUh I)eeember> 181S. 
• He married first, Eleanor, youngejst daughter and 
coheiress of the Rev. Thomas Knowles, D. D. pre- 
bendary of Ely, and bad two children : Eliza, mar- 
ried to Captain Hendeson, now deceased, and Sir 
r. Bp K> l4M3on^ of Qrmesby* Sir Edmund married, 
secooidiyj Sarahs daughter of John M9f^^!^» ^^-^ 
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filS Cambridge, and by this lady had issae^ 1, John 
Mortlock Lacon, Esq., late a captain in the armj^ 
who married Jane, daughter of — Stirling, Esq. ^ 
Dimtruae, near Dundee, in Scotland; 2, Henry 
Lacon, Esq., who resides in the East Indies; 3^ 
Henrietta Maria, married to Edward Symons 
Ommanney, Esq. son of the late Admiral OmmaHaeyj 
4, Anne Elizabeth, who married 6. W. Willes, Esq., 
a captain in the royal navy ; 5, Louisa Sarah, mar- 
ried to the Rev. Fisher Watson, M. A. ; and 6^ Mary 
Anne, married to Fuller Farr, Esq. banker, of Lon- 
don. Sir Edmund died 3rd November, 1820, and was 
succeeded by his son. Sir Edmund Knowles Lacon, 
the present Baronet, who in 1804, married Elisa, 
elder daughter and coheiress of Thomas Beecroft, 
Esq. of Saxthorpe Hall, in Norfolk, and has issue, J, 
Eliza Beecroft, married Ist April, 1826, to Kerrison 
Harvey, Esq. son of John Harvey, Esq. of Thorpe 
Lodge, High Sheriff for the County m 1825 ; 2, 
Edmund Henry Knowles Lacon, EJsq. captain In 
the East Norfolk regiment of militia, who is h^ 
to the title; 3, Anna; 4, John; 5, Henry; and:^ 
Emma. The present proprietor of Ormesby House 
was High Sheriff for Norfolk m 1823, and bears for 
his arms> quarterly, per fess, indented, erminois, 
and azure ; in the second quarter, a wolfs head, 
erased, argent : Crest — on a mount, vert, a felcon, 
proper, belled, or, collared, and charged, dn the 
breast with a cross, flory, gules. 

The remuns of the old Hall, long the residence 
of the renowned family of the Cleres, formerly lords 
of the manor, still exist at the west end of the 
village. In or about the year 1654, James Symonds 
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Cockthorpe^ by his wife Alice, daughter of John 
Astley, of Melton Constable^ descended the late 
James Symonds^ Esq. 

On the windows of the principal staircase in 
the house^ are some good specimens of ancient and 
modern painted glass, historical and armorial; and 
in the apartments^ are the following coUecUon of 
pictures — 

Landscape— ^^Jtfc^vef ArtotsJ'* 

A Winter Scene and Skaiting, very gooS^^** Moiinaer.^* 

Mary (Fairfax) Duchess of Buckingham — Old Dobson — a very 
agreeable picture, whole length. 

Charles Lenox, Duke of Richmond, ''at the Siege of Carlisle, 
1745."— ^/oA» fKooWo»pi7ixM746." A fine specimen of 
this master. 

The Sick Lady, from Old Mieris— «Ja« Steinr 

Bacchus and Attendants — Jacques Jordaens — ^From the collection 
of King Charles 1,; an excellent proof of the great powers 
of this master. 

A View of Norwich from Heigham— Crojw^, of Norwich. 

A View on Norwich River — Ditto^-li would not be an easy 
matter to produce two superior pictures of this highly 
esteemed artist. 

A Breeze—^. S torch, 

A grand procession of Philip lU. of Spain and his Court, icom 
a Pdlace near the Hague; an extraordinarily fine and splen- 
did specimen--^/>/vo^ Sloot, 1621 — ^It has always been 
considered his ckef d'atuvre, by those be^t enabled to judge 
of its merits, 

A Storm "J 

A Gale 3 

A Butcher's and Poulterer's Shop — Jjopsmg. 

A Owen and Fish Stall—-DiYf o— These two Pictures possess the 

fire and colouring of Reubens. 
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Fbrtrait of an old Lady— ^imon De Vos^^k similar portrait b5^ 
this distinguished master was sold at the late sale of .Hr* 
Watson Taylor for £365, and another is now in the pos^ 
session of a gentleman, in Manchester Street, London, for 
which 150 Guineas were offered by his present Majesty. 

A Dutch Admiral — Van Djfck — excellent. 

A Dock, Reptiles, Butterflies, Creepers, kc—N, More//— The 
Pictures of this master are extremely rare. 

A Landscape, very fine — Van Goyen. 

Pigs — G, Morland — ^In his best manner. 

A Storm Drawing-^o^» 4r W. Joy, 

A Nativity, sketch, very rich — "-4 Cuyp^ 

Dutch Boats— Jo^n Joy, 

The framed prints in Mrs. S*s sitting room are extremely fine; 
among them are the exquisite productions of Browne^ 
Woollet, Sharp, Heath, Earlom, Byrne, Thew, Ice* &c. 
our own Countrymen \ and also some choice portraits of 
P. Drevet, P. Drevet, Jun., C. Drevet, DauU^, F. Chft: 
reau, J. Chereau, Petit, Schmidt, Masson, £delinck» 
Van SchuK)en, Wille, Vivares, &c. &c., of the French 
School. 

The late Rer. Christopher Taylor erected 
a good house here, about 1770, which is now in 
the possession of J. Bampton, Esq., who has 
materially improved it. 

At the east end of the village^ are two good 
gentlemen's houses, one the property and re^dence 
of Robert Cory, Esq., and the other of Timothy 
Fellows, Esq., held under the trustees of the 
presbyterian meeting-house at Filby. 

In Little Ormesby, which adjoins the west 
end of Great Ormesby, are two excellent man- 
sions^ one erected not many years ago by Mrs* 
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Montagtty widow of 0erard Monti^^ Bsq,^ 
only soa of the late Edward Montagu^ Esq«^ 
a master in chancery^ and the fourth in descent 
from Henry Montagu, created Earl of Manchester 
by Charles L, in 162& Mr. Montagu left issuer 
three sons and three daughters, «nd his lady after^ 
wards re-married to the Rer. George Lucasi M* A,^, 
Rector of Catfield, and they now reside here. 

The other house is ocetrint^d by Captain Rifeh^rd' 
Glasspoole, of the East India Com{mn/» seiricey 
whose collection of Indian and Chinese produetions,~ 
are choice and valuable, and his urbanity and 
attention in shewing them to his friends^ and those' 
who feel pleasure in seeing them> cannot be^ 
exceeded. 

In this village were four churches and rectories,' 
St. Margaret's, St. Michael's, St. Peter's, and St. 
Andrew's, and King Henry I. presented to ftH of 
them. 

The united vicarages of Ormesby St. Margaret 
and St. Michael with Scratby, were consolidated 
15th April, 1548. The prior and convent of Norwich, 
had the patronage from 1305, until the dissolution^ 
of religious houses, when the dean and chapter, 
succeeded them, who are the present patrons. 
The Rev. David Price, M. A. father of E. M. Price, 
l). D. vicar of Runham, held this living for nearly . 
half a century, and was succeeded in it by the Rev- 
Richard Turner, 3. D. of Yarmouth, the present 
vicar. . 
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The cburcli in Little Ormedby, as before stated^ 
has been lon^ consolidated with tbat of 6t. Mar* 
gfiii^et/in Great Ormesby, and its vicairs ever shice 
bave been the same. It is dedicated to St. Michael*; 
is a single pile^ with a chancel, and a low square 
tower, with one bell. There are some monuments in 
it to the &milies of Upcher and Manning; one, 
erected to the memory of the late Mrs. Upcher, Is 
fay the celebrated sculptor. Bacon. This church is 
yery neatly kept, and in it was the guild of Stii 
MichaeL 

The present church in Great Ormesby, dedicated 
to St, Margaret, is also a single pile, with a square 
tower, chancel, and belfry. The south porch is 
extremely perfect, and the chamber over it, in 
which the sexton used to reside, has had its window 
lately blocked up : the arch over the entrance is very 
fine, and a perfect specimen of early Saxon architect* 
tnre. The chancel windows are ancient, except that 
over the altar, which is square ; but the others have 
all been removed and replaced by lancet-shaped 
frames, of modem and not very elegant construction. 
On the south side, in the chancel, are three stone 
seats, probably used for the priest, the deacon, and 
the acolyte,* and near them a niche, with a perfect 
piscina. The font is handsome, and divided into eight 
compartments, in seven of which are quarterfoils, 
and the eightb contains the arms of Clere. 

This church was always considered the prin<^ 
cipal one, and Elizabeth Clere gave, in 1492, ten 
pounds towards rebuilding the steeple, and in 155S, 

• See Clark's dissertation upon these seats in the Archselogia. 
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there were legaeiea towards casting the great bell. 
Here were the lights of St. Mai^wret, St. Mary^ 
St Nicholas^ and Holy Cross^ with St. Margaret^s 
guild. ■ 

At the angles of the tower above^ in lien of 
Innnacles^ are the figures of four monks^ in sitting 
postures, with each a book open upon his knees^ 
carved in stone; the architrave immediatdy under 
the parapet, is ornamented with quarterfoils^ &c. in 
its centre^ and at each of the cardinal points is a 
dragon, the symbol of St. Mai^aret. * 

The interior contains several monuments of the 
Cleres; there are also some brasses^ one with the 
arms of Boleyn inscribed upon it^ add on another. 
Credo quod redemptor meus vivit, Sfc; and several 
slabs, from which the metal has been removed. 

~ The monument of Sir Robert Clere has been 
admirably engraved by Mr. Cotman, in his History 
of Norfolk Brasses, and a female of the same' 
femHy; these are still preserved. The altar toinb of 
Sir Henry Clere, Baronet, remains; at the east end; 
is Clere, with a label of three, impaling Mundefordy 
His wife Was daughter of Sir Edward Munde*' 
ford, of Feltwell. John* Symonds, son of Joha 
Symonds, of Suffield, by Mai^aret Calthorpe, also 
married a Muildeford, of Feltwell, viz., Mkry, 
daughter of Francis Mundeford, (great grand- 
father of this Sir Edward) by Margaret Thoresby, 
his second wife«* 

There are several hatchments and memorials of 
the Symonds's, whose family vault is imder fhe.. 

• For the descent of this famUy, see Blomefteld, vol. 1, 
pages 182—193. 
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^tKt, ia whkh ace inteitod Hm \Hfik» of JtonatibMoi 
SyiBimdd, Esq. and Mary his wife»* the daughter of 
WUliam CqUoii» of Cottoa Hall, ia Cbeshm^ 
fourth son of Sir Thomas Cotton, Baronet, of 
■Cpanaigton, in Huntinydoashire, the son of Sir 
B. Bruce Cotton,. Baronet, founder of the Cottoniaa 
lihra^f, and the proposer to James L of the order 
g( 3arpnf 4, who on acoonnt of bis relationship Un 
tbe blood royals was usually honoured by his 
|P%iesty 3Hrith thQ appellation of cousin; and be 
ever after sulyoined the name of Bruce to that 
• of Cotton, and caused the royal arms of Scotland 
to be: added to his own.f 

. At tbo east end of the north wall, is an anoienft 
dab, mtk the bra^^s^ reaved from it ; and ov^ the 
monument, at the meeting of the spandHls, in each 
of which is a large qqarterfoil, with other oma- 
^neoti^x is an heater shield, with the coat of Clero 
OiAyi ^b^ appears as if it bad been erected oyer 
a^^nder of^ or great benefoctor to the churchy 
V^dar a tomb^ near the north window, next to 
the jn^od loft, without any < inscriptipn or «ni|s,r 
liea buried, Robert Claret, Esq.^ who married 
Aliee, daughter of Sir Jobn Filby, who is said 
to baye rebuilt this ebufeh.^ In this window wero 
thm eflSgies, ^tbaa ^ot^ for tbem« In the church 

<» Ab •vtk^ritieH for thcM •latemeato relatinsr to Oie. 0»tt«i 
vni Sijvaw^^ ftuniUeSy »#• Collinp^ n^rooets, yoj. l, pagre 19S, 9ili^ 
1tl5} Blomefield in Locis, Ormrod^i Cheshire, Nicholses Leicester- 
•hire, and yarious pedigrees of the family on ▼ellnm and paper. 

t IS(^ of SI^Eoherl Cotton, pr eil^ied to the Catalo^e of the 
Coltonian libraryir— For the qnarterings of thi^ illiistrious map 
hio dei«endastS| toe Niehols^l Leieettershlre. 
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THE DESCit COUNTY OF NORFOLK, 

from Sir Rctinder of the British Museum. 



Mary, daughter an(^h-=pThoma8 Cotton,=pDorothy,daugh- 
of Henry Fitz-Altey, 
ob. 3co. 



Arundel ; 

1557, buried aV 

Clement's Daneirs. 

wife. 

The Dul 



of Connington, 
co.Huntincj^don, 
Knt.oftheShire 
for Huntingdon 
5 Philip and 
Mary. 



ter of John 
Tamwortb, of 
Hawstedj co. 
Leicester. 2d 
wife. 



Thomas Howard, anth, daughter and coheiress Three 
cfstor to the £ar|iam firocas, of Theding- daughters, 
of Suffolk. 2d , county of Leicester. 



son. 
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Margaret Hqd sole heiress of Sir John Consta- 

1st wife, ly, county of York. 2d wife. 
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Sir 
John 
Cot- 
ton, 
Bart. 



Sir Philip 
Wode- - 
house, of 
Kimber- 
ley, Bart, 
buried at 
Kimber- 
leyiGMay 
I681,aet.73. 
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Sir Thomas = 

Wodehouse, 
Knt. of 
Kimberley, 
burled at 
Ifimberley, 
1671, ob. 
v.p. 




=Mary, dau. 
of Robert 
PuUeyn,Ck, 
of Thurles- 
ton, CO. Lei- 
cester. 
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FrancesCotton,mar- 
ried Sir Thomas 
Proby, Bart, of El- 
ton Hall, Hunts. 

Alice Cotton, mar- 
ried Sir Humphrey 
Monnoux, Bart, of 
Wotton, Bedford- 
shire. 



:Ann4)t- 

ter ajss 
heirel 

Wiir^at. 
mine^d 
ofOa. 
CO. L, 
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Wil- =Alice Cotton, 
liam buriedatGreat 
Shiers. Ormesby 30 
Oct. 1749. In 
the Register 
she is mis- 
called Eliza- 
beth. 



Catherine 
Cotton, 

Frances 
Cotton, 
married 
. . . Lewis^ 
M. D. 



From this match 
descends the 
present Lord 
Wodehouse, of 
Kimberley. 
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1756 J ob. 26 Frances Symonds. 

He was twice Elizabeth Symonds. 

Mary Symonds. 

Alice Symonds. 
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Authorities. J^ichols's Leicestershire ; Monumental 
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were the arms of Hopton, argent^ a chevron^ 
azure^ and a file of three, ermine. The other two 
churches have been long since destroyed^ and the 
fragments of one of them converted into a bam. 

Adjoining to Ormesby is Scroteby, or as it is 
now generally termed Scratby. This manor was 
long in the possession of the Bishops of Norwich. 
Bishop Beaufoegave it, with other lordships, to be 
held of that see. The parliamentary baron Aguillon 
held it some time: afterwards Isabel de Agdillon, 
his daughter, brought it (temp. Hen. III.) to Hugh 
Lord Bardolph, of Wirmgay, her husband. The 
manor, with Cromer, came to the Lords Beau- 
mont; and on the attainder of the Lord Viscount 
Beaumont, was granted, 19 Edward 4th, to Anthony 
Earl Rivers. The family of Scroteby had large 
possessions here as early as the reign of Henry HI. 
This family was not of very long continuance in 
this place, and expired in coheiresses. In 1557 these 
estates were the property of the Cleres of Ormesby, 
and continued in their descendants till nearly the 
close of the 17th century. They were subsequently in 
the hands of various proprietors, till about the year 
I775j when John Ramey, Esq. of Great Yarmouth, 
bought them, and left them, with other considerable 
possessions at Ormesby, Clippesby, and Hickling, to 
his widow for life, with remainder to his daughter 
Abigail, third wife of Alexander, ninth Earl of 
Home; and with remainder over, as to the posses- 
sion of Scroteby, to his grand-daughter, Lady 
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Charlotte Home, afterirards the wife of the Rer« 
Charles Baillie, {now Hamilton) Archdeacon of 
Cleveland, second son of Geoi^e Baillie, Esq. of 
Jervis-Wood, by whom she has issue. On the death 
of her mother, Lady'C. B. Hamilton succeeded 
to the Scroteby property, which is now, with the 
hall, a very comfortable house, and the extensive 
gardens and hot-houses, let on lease to Isaac E veritt^ 
Esq. The farm, part of these possessions, is leased 
to the Waters's, a family who have'Iong had their 
residence in this parish and its neighbourhood^ 
The manpr was in very early times united to 
that of Great Ormesby. There was formerly a 
church here, dedicated to All Saints, which was a 
rectory. John Grey, Bishop of Norwich, appro- 
priated it, in 1205, to the use of the Sacrist of the 
priory of Norwich, saving a pension of 5s. to the 
Cellarer, and a vicarage was appointed. The Peter- 
pence were 20d. Robert Allen was the last vicar, 
in 1548, when the living was consolidated with 
Great Ormesby, and the church was licensed to be 
demolished. The vicarage was valued at ^5. 

The sands opposite to this part of the coast, well 
known in our charts as the "Scroby Sands,** have 
often proved fatal to many an adventurous seaman. 
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Hctracing our steps, and crossing the Yaf e alt 
Yarmouth bridge, we enter the half'-kuiidreiidf 
Lotbingland, a narrow tract of land) at the north- 
east corner of Suffolk, having the O^rman Oceafi 
for its boundary on the east, the river Yar^ on tlilSe 
north, the Waveney to the west, and Lake Lo.tfaing, 
a beautiful and extensive sheet of water, upon the 
south. It is about ten miles in length from north 
to south, and six in breadth, east and wel^t, and 
contains fifteen parishes, of which Lowestoft is the 
principal and only market town, and five hamlets* ' 

Some authors have conjectured that Lothinghnd 
derived its name from Lake Lothing, others, with 
more probability are of opinion that both received 
their names from Lothbroch, a noble Daqe, who w{(s 
treacherously assassinated by Bern, a Saxon retainer 
of Edmund, King of the East Angles, to whom he 
unjustly imputed the crime. Hinguar and Hubba, 
the two sons of Lothbroch, in revenge, assembled 
a numerous army, and landing in England, ravaged 
the whole kingdom of the East Angles, took King 
Edmund prisoner,whom they barbarously murderedi 
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and thus terminated the goveniment of tUat division 
of the heptarchy. After the death of Edmund, the 
Danes remained in this part of the kingdom, 
which had freqnently been the seat of war in their 
descents upon the British shores, and most pro- 
bably gare it the name o{ Luthingland, Lovingland^ 
or, as it is now termed, Lothinglandy in memory of 
Lothbroch, their unfortunate countryman. 

Lothingland was formerly an island, the river 
Waveney discharging itself into the ocean between 
Kirkley and Lowestoft at a small inlet or bay, 
now known as Kirkley Ham, from which it was 
navigable to a considerable distance beyond 
Harleston. The passage of the Haven however gra- 
dually contracted, but preserved a small communi- 
cation with the sea, which proved extremely 
^ttblesome, whenever that boisterous element was 
more than usually agitated by the operation of the 
winds and tides. At such times, the sea would 
break through with great violence, and threaten the 
•adjacent lands with immediate inundation. To 
prevent this, a breakwater was very early con- 
structed, but subsequently suffered to fall into dd- 
cay; for in the middle of the 17th century, the sea 
. entered with such impetuosity, that the causeway at 
Mutford bridge was completely broken down, and 
rendered impassable, and the neighbouring towns 
were obliged to be taxed, to defray the charges of 
this disaster. 

The breakwater in time became entirely useless 
for all communication with Lake Lothing and the 
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dcean ceased about 1712. A firm and narrow 
isthmus of land was formed^ and Lothingland 
changing Its character, became, instead of an island, 
a peninsula. Although the isthmus was so firm, that 
the furious irruptions of the ocean were insufficient 
to dislodge it, yet notwithstanding, in 1717>^ the sea 
broke over the beach with so much force into the 
lake, as again to destroy Mutford bridge, which is 
more than a mile and a half distant from the shore. 

In the civil government of the county, Lothlng- 
land is reckoned but a half-hundred, the other half 
being the district of Mutford, with which it was 
incorporated as one hundred, by act of Parliament, 
ifk 1764, for erecting a house of industry, and^ 
ameliorating the condition of the poor. 

In the ecclesiastical division, it is within the 
diocese of Norwich, and- was anciently one of the 
rural deaneries und^ the archdeacon of Suffolk, 
until the office of rural deans was abolished. 

The fee of Lothingland was originally in the 
crown; and in the 12th of Henry III. commenced 
the great disputes between Roger Fitz-Osbert, then 
warden of Lothingland, and his tenants, and the 
burgesses of Yarmouth, which continuing for a long 
series of years, at last ended to the disadvantage 
of the former. 

* Gillingfwatcr sajs, that possibly Mutford bridg^e, before 
this eyent, was only a dam of earth formed across the riyer, with 
a small pas^iag^e for the water to pass through. In 1760, a new 
bridg^e was built with brick materials, hayings a spacious arch, 
large enough to admit small craft under it, and thus rendered the 
river naWgftble to^ its ntoiost eastern liaiitf. 
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In 1238| Henry III. gr&nled 1%, La exeliiiige for 
^her lands, to John De Balkd, who bmd married 
De^orgdlla, one of the heiresses of John Scott, EaH 
of Chester and HunUngdoOi who dying in 1259,, 
was sneceeded by his son, John De BaUel,. (the 
issue of this marriage) aftenrards King of Seotiand^ 
This monarcht failing to do homage to the erown of 
England, his English estates were forfeited to IQag: 
Edward h, who, in 1306, gave them to John De Bi^ 
taignc, earl of Richmond, his sister's son: descend- 
ing to other lords, the property was divided; but 
subsequently, nearly the whole island became part of 
the large possessions of the Jerninghams, who re- 
dded here, and had before acquired estates at St.! 
Olaves, Herringfleet, and Somerley, (by marriage 
with the l^z-Osberts) until that ancient fitmily, 
obtaining considerable lands in Norfolk, eventually 
removed into that county. ., 

At the foot of Yarmouth bridge commetades^ 
South«town, or Little Yarmouth, which is very' 
handsome and within the jurisdiction of Oreat 
Yarmouth, but a hamlet only to the village of. 
Gorkston, to which the inhabitants are parq-; 
ohially assessed. South-town appears to have beei^ 
a more considerable place formerly, and was cUyi^ 
ded into two parts, South-town and West-town, by.- 
which names it is described in the disputes with thi^, 
burgesses of Yarmouth. West-town was built upon 
the nuirshy ground on the west bank of the Yarej 
probably on the site of the ancient Saxon founda-^ 
tions opposite to Yarmouth and South- town; nearer, 
to Gorieston, adjacent to the part in which the 
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numerously peopled* After these disputes had ter- 
minated^ and it was placed within the Uberties 9f 
^he borough, trade failed, and the town gradually 
decayed, for we hear littie or nothixi^^ of it after- 
wards. Twenty years since, it was very small an4 
inconsidembje, until the merchants of Yarmouth 
retiring from that town, began to erect hojoses, 
when it agsdn emerged from obscuri^« 

The road £rom Yarmouth ttuxHi^ .tliis hw^et, 
is one of the best peil^aps in the klagd^Hn, 
adorned on the west side by a tine of .very }hand- 
some houses, es;tending from Ywmautb l^ridgc 
more than half a mile southwfurd. The bank ofiii^e 
river, on the opposite side of the road^ .from tiie 
Bear Inn to the toll-gate, is occupied by 0pcks, 
timber wharfs, and ship-yardsj in the latter are 
constructed a large majority of the vessels belpnjg:- 
ing to this port, which afford employment for ft 
vast uumb^ of shipwrights, caulkers and others^ 
engaged in building them. 

The Royal Armoury was bulk in 1806 hy !Wyatt^ 
ithe great architect, and cost in the erection aboa); 
j?15,000. It was designed for the reception {<^ arm^ 
accoutrements, and stores >for tbenavid and milUliry 
services;. and during the war, about 10,000 3tand4^ 
arms were arranged in it, after the disposition ob- 
served in the Tower of London. The building is of 
brick, and encloses a court yard^ with a magasine, 
mansion houses, and offices; but the stores, upon 
the peace establishment, were removed to the 
Tower, and the building is at present disused. 
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A short distance from the bridge^ ait the curre 
of the turnpike, a path leading into the marshes 
brings us to a narrow stream of water, named 
Ladies' Haven, over which are two small brid- 
ges ; one of them was formerly the only accessi- 
ble passage to Cobholm^^ a piece of land of about 30 
acres in extent, anciently an island, totally uncon- 
nected with the adjoining marshes. The entrance 
to Ladies' Haven is contiguous to the premises of 
Edmuud Preston, Esq. and boats and wherrie^, in 
their passage up the river, could, instead of pass- 
ing round the point as at present, enter it, and 
proeeed in a circuitous direction, to the eastward of 
Mr. Waters's mill, where it communicated with 
Breydon water. 

About forty-five years since, the upper part of this 
channel, which is now reduced to the compass of a 
marsh ditch, was stopped up, and Cobholm ceased to 
be an island, although it yet retains the name. A 
portion of this space is occupied by the Salt 
Refinery of Edmund Preston, Esq. which forseveral 
centuries has been established here. These works 
are remarkable for having been in the possession of 
that truly eccentric and enthusiastic woman, Mrs. 
Bridget Bendish,t (a grand daughter, as has been 
related, of Oliver Cromwell,) who in the latter 

* Cobholm — ^In the orthographical changes of succeeding ages, 
this word appears to have undergone little variation. It is purely 
Saxon, Cobf or Coppe, a sea fowl, and Ilolm^ which Bailey tells us, is 
a" low fenny gpround encompassed with little brooks." This name, I 
presume, was given to the Island by onr Saxon ancestors, probably 
from its having been the resort of numerous sea fowl. 

j-See a particular account of this remarkable woman, in 
HughesV, Letters, vol. 2, page 307. 
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years of her life^ engaged in tlie business of tliis 
Be&nerj for a subsistence. - 

In the marshy acQoining to Cobholm, arie three 
lofty WindmillSy the first of which, completed 
in 1813^ isof Tery extraordinary capacity akid pro- 
portions, its extreme elevation being 120 feet* 

Returning to the tumpike> a church dedicated 
to St. Mary, stood in or near the garden of l>aTid 
Simpson, Esq., the foundations of which are still 
visible, and was styled in old deeds, ^S'^ Mary 
ultra Pontem. It was desecrated some time prior 
to the year 1559, at which period the stones 
and rubbish were employed in the service of the 
haven and piers of Great Yarmouth. 

Proceeding through the toll-gate, and continuing 
our walk upon a level causeway, overlooking on 
the right a verdant tract of marshes, with the river 
to the left, at a mile distance from Yarmouth, we 
pass a pleasant white house, with a grove of old 
trees behind it, which was formerly the residence 
of Mrs. Bendish, from whose family it came by 
marriage to the Berners', whose descendant, Charles 
Berners, Esq. is the present proprietor; an ancient 
chimney piece curiously carved, and coeval proba- 
bly with the building of the house, has been, it is to 
be regretted, lately removed. 

Further on, the road at the Greyhound public- 
house, branches into two parts, one leading south- 
eastward to Lowestoft, and the other in a south-west 
direction to St. Olave's bridge. Pursuing the latter, 
a few yards south of this division, are the ruins 
of an ancient religious house> formerly a convent 
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for Austin w AtgvkMt FA^tt, fomtided B/btoiMBg 
to Weeyer (upon the auflMM^ty of Mr. hH Nete,) 
fey WnUam WooArove> an< A&rgaret hit Unle, 
k die rrign of King Edward I. Tfate order of 
Aiigiigtine Friars^ to irhonK this cdnvent* be- 
loDgedy were introduced into England about 1248, 
by Btefaard Pe Clare> who estabUshed them in 
tft^ first house at Clare, in Suffolk, Tliey were dis* 
tingmshed firom the r^fular monks, in having no 
fisied endowments^ and were properly one of the 
fiwr orders of reUgious, then termed mendicants, 
who derived their support from the voluntary ob« 
lations of the public, were remarkable for the 
sanctity and austerity of their manners, and formed 
an intermediate class between the regular monks, 
to. whom in opposition they were introduced, and 
the secular clergy. Before the dissolution, however, 
the mendicant friars began to acquire property, 
rose to the highest honors in the state, and became 
the most powerful body of religious in the country. 

According to Speed, it appears to have been 
cmftomary wherever any of the mendicant orders 

*Mr Tiijlory in his in^foductory preface to tlie Index 
MonmtipuSf s^ys, thi^t the distinction between monasteries and 
cohyents is properly this: the first are inhabited by monks, mono-' 
Mi or soitttitires^ whose object is to worship God apart from hamaii 
society^ men who, whilst they reside in one house, from the neces- 
sity of proyiding mutnal subsistence, are yet separated from inter- 
poarse with each other. Convents were societies of friars, frmires^ 
JFsereif or brothers, who withdrew from the world, in order to 
eigoy reli^ous fellowship, and to reap spiritual instrnctiou in 
commatiity; the one denotes a cluster of independent isolated 
rebates, the other, as the name imports, Implies a society of bt^threa 
coming together. Notwithstanding this distinction, the term convent, 
is constantly used in reference to the religious, as communities oc* 
cat^jrHilr thea^ bow^ #h^thto of aioilki, ^tlll8, caiioBt, «r fri«M(!t. 
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settled, to aHotr tbem a eertain spaee in the town, 
U the TicinHy of tKeir aibode, within which they 
were at Bbefty to coUeet the means of support 
ttiHet the laity, in return for their pious offices of 
ptAyets, preachings and confession ; and the same 
fihithor informs us^, ttifat every hoifseholder paid to 
Mch of these orders, onepenny per quarter, towanhr 
their maintenance. This contrihtrtion, we mre told, 
existed here ; and from the extent of the fnars^ 
district, which included the whole of the parishes 
of South-town, Gbrleston, and a part of Yarmouth,- 
there is no doubt but that the eleemosynary re- 
yenuesof this convent amounted to a considerables 
sum. 

In 1310, the friars obtained a patent to enlarge 
their precinct, but the number of brethren tfaer 
convent supported is now unknown* 

The ruins of the house are partly in this ham- 
let, and partly in the village of Gorleston, and 
appear by their magnitude, to have belonged to a' 
very considerable building. A targe portion of the 
Trails were, some years ago, converted into a bam^ 
and have subsequently been transformed into cot- 
tages. Fragments of the chapel and the dormitories 
of the friars are still visible, with the entire areh 
of a door, that in all probability opened into the 
preaching yard, which occupied the south-west Cor- 
ner of the extensive precinct attached to the con- ' 
vent ; the whole of the lodgings however are so 
dilapidated, as to remain an almost undistinguished 
mass of ruins 5 the space within the walls is now 
ooQverted into a com field and garden. 
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The coDventttal church was dedicated to St. 
Nicholas, and stood wholly within the parish of 
Gorleston. This edifice was probably very large, for 
It had a lofty square tower belonging to it, three 
sides of which, for a long time previously to its total 
demolition, had completely fallen away, and left the 
eastern face quite entire to the battlements. This 
ponderous fi^gment was blown down by a high 
westerly wind, in February 1813, which gave a 
severe shock to the surrounding houses, and 
covered the field around it with ruins. 

A very large burial ground appertained to the 
church ; a fragment of the wall which enclosed it, 
is still standing in Gorleston high street, and the 
foundation has been traced to a considerable dis- 
tance. The adjacent premises every where exhibit 
marks of having been used for interment: in a gar- 
den adjoining the site of the tower, a brick vault 
was opened a few years since, in which an entire 
skeleton was discovered, and in other parts of the 
same premises several remans of stone coffins 
have been found. In Weever's Ancient Funeral 
Monuments, I find the following names of persons 
registered, buried, and concerned in tliis church, 
which, he says, are extracted from Mr. Le Neve's 
papers. 

" Waiiam De Ufford, Eau-l of Suffolk, who dyed February 15, 
•• 1382 J Michael, and Michael De La Pole, Earls of Suffolk; Sir 
Thomas Hengrave, knight, of Hengrave, in Suffolk, (of which 
family and the owner of the lordship, was that renowned lawyer, 
** Edmund De Hengrave, who flourished in the reign of Edward I.,) 
who dyed 23rd May, 1349; Sir Robert Bacon; Richard Earl of 
Clare; Roger Fitz Osbert; Lady Katherin, his wife; Sir Henry 









sin ^ntitnt €vos»^ 

Similar to one found at Little Carbrook, in Norfolk, and' 
described with a figure, by Blbmefield (vol. 2. page 332) in his 
history of that county, was found by a poor man, buried 
amongst the ruins under the south wall of the precinct of the 
Austin Friary in Southtown, in the most perfect preservation. 




It is formed of lignum vitae, sabled by time or staining to the 
hue of ebony, but seems not to haVe ever had ornaments of brass 
like that described by Blomefield, and was probably laid over the 
coffin of some religious person buried here, belonging to the- 
Convent. 
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«< Bacon and Sir Robert Bacon, Knights; Lady Sabina, the wife 
Kof — Bacon, John Bacon, his son, and nine other children; Joan 
"of Acris, Countess of Gloucester;* Sir Henry Bacon, of Garles- 
" ton, or Garneston {Gorleston) obijt 1335 ; Dame Alice Lunston, 
"obijt 1341; Dame Eleanor, wife of Sir Thomas Gerbrigge, of 
<* Wickhsanpton, obijt 1353 ; Dame Eleanor, Dame Joan Caxton, 
"obijt 1364; Dame Sibill Mortimer, obijt 1385; Sir John Laune, 
** of Flixtonforth, and Mary his wife ; John Haukin, Esq., obijt 
"1385; John Belhowse, Esq., obijt 1399; Alexander Fastolf; 
" William March, Esq., obijt 1412 ; John Pulham, gent, obijt 148 1.^ 

The names of some of the benefactors to the 
convent are recorded^ who were chiefly burgesses 
of Yarmouth^ with a few others. The convent 
flourished until Henry VIII. dissolved the religious 
houses^ when it shared the fate of our other ecclesi- 
astical establishments. It was granted, in 1544, to 
John Eyre, and the buildings and precinct are now 
occupied by sundry persons : the boundary line, divid- 
ing Gorleston from this hamlet, passes through some 
land which was formerly the court-yard of the convent. 

According to the Taj:atio Ecclesiastica of Pope 
Nicholas the IV. A. D. 1291, it appears, that the 
Abbey of Bella Zfoco, or Beau LieUy in Hampshire, 

• This Joan of Acris, Countess of Gloucester and Hereford, 
was a great benefactor to several religious houses. She was probably 
only registered at this church, for«he was interred at Clare, in Suffollc, 
as appears by a curious dialogue, in latin and english verse, be- 
tween a friar and a secular priest, copied from an ancient parchment 
roll, formerly in the possesion of Augustus Vincent, Esq. Windsor 
herald. She was the second daughter of King Edward I. and Queen 
£leanor« bora in the first yearof her father^s reign, at Ptolemais,acity 
in the Holy Land, now called Acre, where her mother remained during 
the wars her father had with the Saracens : she was married, at 
eighteen years of age, to Gilbert of Clare, Earl of Gloucester 5 
and outliving him, she afterwards remarried to Ralph De Monte 
Hermer, formerly a retainer of her first husband. She died at the 
manor of Clare, the 10th May, 1305. 
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for Cistei^tian monks^ had an annual revenue of 
£6. 13s. 4d. in South-town. 

Formerly there was an hermitage^ described as 
being on the west side of the haven, but the precise 
spot cannot now be exactly determined. Our re- 
cords are equally obscure as to the site of the 
prison; that there was one, is certain, for it appears, 
by a memorandum in Yarmouth church books> 
to have teen broken open by Simon Blaking, of 
Martham, in 1297* 

North of the White Horse Inn, a narrow 
lane, enclosed on one side by tlie mouldering and 
ivy-covered wall of the precinct, enables us to 
regain the Lowestoft high road, opposite to South- 
town Academy, conducted by Mr. Wriglit. TTie 
improvements effected on this estate are extensive, 
and well designed. The house stands upon aii emi- 
nence, with a verdant carpet of level lawn in front, 
surrounded by trees and flowers of every kind and 
bu^. The situation of this establishment is highly 
conducive to the health and amusement of the nnmle- 
rous pupils; and it is certainly one of the most agree- 
able and ornamental objects in South-town^ or its 
idcinity. Several handsome houses have been 
erected in this neighbourhood, which may properly 
be termed the second division of the hamlet^ as it 
forms a portion quite distinct from the buildings 
north of the toll-gate, the whole appearance of which 
is highly pleasing and respectable. 

Pursuing the Lowestoft road southward, at the 
Sun public-house, through which also passes the 



Jbioundftry tine oS tiie4;wQ f^xishen^ vrp wt^ tbf 
l%li street of Goriegtou^ pleasmtly sltiiftte^ JVf^ 
the i^rown af a hifl, jDTerjlaQkiii|S the wcf* ymx^ 
whicb flow« jm a rapid stream ;near itB jfoptr T!bi9 
i^Uaj^e Tras also involved ii^ the nyti Mkp^Um wiit)^ 
Yannouth^ and at the con<;dip$ioa ^of tbip epnt^ 
sank into comparative in^ispifica^Cii^ 4ccor4ing if 
Domesdaf,,*' Earl Gnert held it^ in ihe Confiipsor^f 
reignf when there were d carneates ^of Iwd fdf 
one manor, 20 villeiAs^ 5 bordars, apd^ servantf^ 
2 carncates in demesne, 3 sialt panSj 300 sheap, anA 
24 fishermei^ of Yarmoutbr l>elonging tatl^ manor^ 
i&e. Subsequently there were fourfxiMor^ m tim 
yiUs^^y a paramount, a principal, and two m^esnc^ 
of all of whiqh the Jeminghams were Jords. Tbe^ 
are now two only, the paramount manor xnf Gox* 
leston, of the rights and royalties of which the 
Rev. George Anguish is lord in tail male, and the 
manor of Bacon's within the sanie, which is he}d in 
fee. 

The Index MoikmUcus informs us, that in the wiU-" 
book Heydon, A. D. 1372, a house of lepers is 
mentioned here, but where it stood cannpt now bp 
correctly ascertained. Tradition says^ that this vil-r 
lage once had a weekly market; but as no recoi^ 
exist to prove the fact, it cannot be insisted uppn^, 

* Dimidittu hvndredi de LutUngrlond*^ 
**QQr1tBtoa tenuit Guertus t. r, f», Qaioqtie earvcaf teme pro oiip, 
manerio; tunc yiginti yillani, modo duodeclm j ^eiyp^rquinquebord- 
naniii ; tHBo quiaqae serW, raodo qaatuor. Tunc hi dominico duo 
caruc^e modo una*, tunc boyes Vearac*, modoJiM. SUte qi^nqve 
porcorum; decern acre prati^ tres saline 5 tunc ^ runcioi, modo 
HRp ; teibper tmceiieoTas*, iii G<eni8ina* viginti qiuitaor ^fanoatores 
Pfrtinsiit hia« i*»iijen«VVIH]i«««iia|r« 

T 
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by custom pnlyj a small fair ts annually held at 
Whitsuntide^ for toyp. In VJ^f the mutilated re- 
mialns of a stone eross were visible, a little south of 
title village^ but they have now quite disappeared. 
Almoist every, part of this place commands a marir 
time view^ and is generally much frequented by 
bathiersj for whose accommodation there are many 
e:kcellent houses. Near the centre of the high street^, 
in which the houses are generally respectable, 
we pkss the site of the conventual church of St. 
Nicholas, mentioned in the description of Souths 
town. A high wall, enclosing part of what was 
formerly the church-yard, has been built with 
the fri^;ments of the tower, and stands as nearly 
as popsible upon the foundatidnis of the ancient 
boundary. 

At the lower end of the village, a n^rroTf street 
eastward, leads to the Haven*s JNIouth, in our road 
to the vicinity of which we pass, on the left, th^ 
pleasant improvemei^ts of J. S. Bell, Esq., whose 
house, shaded on the west by some old wood, comr 
mands a fine view of the harbour and shipping. The 
verdant meadow in front^ profusely planted with 
rising trees, in a very thrifty condition, was part of 
a tract first cultivated in 1S13, under the authority 
of an Act passed for enclosing the waste lands of 
the parish. The ornamental appearance of this spot, 
contrasted with its fornaer chi^racter, is certainly a 
very material improvement, and highly creditable 
%o the taste of tl^e proprietor. 

Continuing our route southward, by a gradual as-* 
pentj we arrive at the summit of the Battery Hi|I, 
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so named from a ^tfimaof guns placed there in 
the late war. but now dismantled. The sknrfiiir edee 
of this eminence is occupied by a range of good 
bQnses'^ most of which have been erected in the pre- 
MQt century. 

The white cliffs extend in an nnintermpted 
curve to Lowestoft^ and are of considerable eleva- 
tion^ affbrding a fine view of the ocean^ the harbour, 
and the denes^ with Gorleston and Yarmouth^ and 
an extensive and highly diversified semicircle of the 
adjacent country. 

Gorleston is a vicarage^ to which there are no 
glebe lands belongings but is endowed by prescrip- 
tion^ and claims some portion of the great tithei^ 
viz. tithe wood^ marsh hay^ hardland hay^ and 
clover^ of which last^ the first and second crop have^ 
by constant usage^ been tithed by the vicar^ trith 
other and smaller portions. The com tithes are the 
property of a lay impropriator; but in South-town^ 
which is consolidated to Gorleston, all the tithes^ 
both great and small^ belong solely to the vicar, 
and are either paid to him in kind, or compounded 
for. Mortuaries, and tithe of fish taken out of 
the sea, are also by custom due. The present ih-t 
cumbent is the Reverend Thomas Brown, D. D., 
who has also the impropriation of the great tithes, 

in Gorleston. 

. . , -. 

The churchy dedicated to St. Andrew, stands ai 
little south-west of the village, and is a large strae^ 
ture, with a thatched roo^ a nave, chancel, and two 
side aisles ; a substantial square tower, embattled 
and strongly buttressed at the angles, ascended by 
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fi ^(^ inn&lfiB&fi^ fttid ifll f fin^ ^Bflfej' fW>iki eteb cftber 
in architecture: the principal entrance it fhi^mgh 
« Itcme poi^ im the ioulb side, tolaid in the firont 
witU black fiihta^ and had fdrmerly two aperturea ta 
adndt the Ught, which a^ now closed ap* The ardit* 
lectuv^ of the door^ ahanilar to t^at of the wbokt 
Uildin^, isqaite^bdni but the mouldings of the 
arch terminate in two sculptured heads^ very uncom- 
mon, one of which is apparently a female martyn 
The arch of the north door opposite has umiiar 
omamentfi> but those on the chancel entrance are 
somewhat different, and are probably intended to 
represent the heads of a professed nun and a novice. 

The west end bf tike interior is separated from 
lite save by a modem partition^ in which are three ^ 
doors td eaeh ^f the aidesy and over two of them 
aregaUeries. The choir gallery, lighted by acircular 
aperture in the roof, cdntains a tolerable organ, 
beUnd wfaloh arfe depicted the arms of £ng]atid#. 
with two other paii^ted cbmpartments, eadh con-, 
la&ilng a verse from the 84th Psalm. 

The rdof bf the nave is ceiled with wood, but 
iSte two side assies are uncovered; the formed i» 
supported by arched buttresses, and across the 
latter ave the fenlmns of afi ancient wooden screen, 
marking the ditision of the obaticel or sanctuary, 
in Which the flo6r is sometrhat elevated. The north 
Mde of the screen is entirely decayed, but the south, 
iamuchmore perfect, and is divided into eight arched 
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eompBrtmetkifl, cnrUmfAy ornamented VfUhflmr^ cf# 
Hs and roses ; parrellel to the seteen in the miTe, 
Is the aticient oak reading desk and pnlpit; The 
altar in elerated by three dteps^ enclosed by an 
oak railing, and over the commitnion table in 
the decalo^e, sarmounted by the patriar«Shial 
figures of Moses and Aaron. In the wall of at 
buttress, on the left of the altar, i$ a nidbe, Uiat 
probably contained a piscina } and at the sotttb*easlf 
comer, near a small wooden vestry, is a window^ 
having a recess, with the seats of the priest^ dear 
con, and acolyte, elevated above each other in th^ 
vsual'manner. 

In the north wall of the sanctuary is a lofty arched 
recess,* which from its situation, was probabtf 
intended fbr the mural monument of a founder ol* 
benefactor io the church ; indeed the slab at the 
foot of the arch, has the appearance of having* 
had a brass reaved from it, but it is so kuotilated M 
to be searcely dlscernable. 

At the north-east corner is the tdp of the aaclent 
font, which is hollow, with an aperture, used formerly 
to let off the baptismal water, having a BMHkim 
cover of woi^d. The original font stood at the weet 
end of the nave, but was taken dowu a few years 
since, and tite top remored to this situation. On 
the wikll of the north aisle, are three handsome 
white marble tablelSj with one of a similar descrip*. 

*The recem in at present ocenplei! by all afieient oak 
cliett, thicklj studded with iron^ ^hieh foraerlj contained tiMi 
parish h<k>k8 and records, but they are now r^moTed, and their 
plaMoeeopied by a few parish ind^atorMi «trlii#iilft,iMMl<>th«v- 
cemaon place doipaueats* 



tion upon the south. The floor of the chancel i^' 
thickly strewed with memoiifls of the d9a4; but 
few> if any, of the inscriptioni are earlier thafr the 
commencement of the 17th century, although many 
of the stones are much older* . 

In the south of the chancel are three granite 
slabs, from which the brasses have been rehired. One 
of them has had an inscription, in Saxon diameters, 
round the border ; the impression is In double pro- 
file, probably those of husband and wife; the o^er, 
more perfect, is undoubtedly the memorial of an 
ancient soldier of the church, perhaps a crusader, 
but certainly a standard bearer, as the Gonfineitions* 
above his head plainly indicate. On the lower part 
of the vestment is the letter B, from which I conjee* 
ture it to have been a monument of one of the 
ancient and honourable family of Bacon, who were 
lords of the manor of that name in this village, to 
which they gave the appellation. 

Within the altar-railing is a coiBn-shaped stone,^ 
over the grave of a departed ecclesiastic, carved 
with the usual symbol of the cross, and near it a 
grey slab to the memory of Captain Francis Saun-^ 
ders, with an inscription, and the arms of Saunders 
on a mantle at the head, viz. per chevron, 
argent and sable, three elephants' heads erased,.. 
counterchanged : Crest — an elephant's head erased, 
per chev. counterchanged, argent and sable ; there 

* Grott/ofifioii, a banuer fttaadard or ensi^f n. The person who 
carried it, was termed a Gonfalonifir, or standard bearer to the . 
eirarch. In heraldry, it is rather an nnnsual charge ; but we some- 
tiwes nieet with it, as the Ck>unts of AuYergne, in France, bore « 
fer their arms, or, a gonfannon, gules, fringed, yert. 
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trt alsa lererai black marble slabs to the Killetts, 
an opulent but now extinct family in this place. 
Near the east wall of the north aisle* 6f the 
chancel, is one to the memory of the Rev. Sir John 
Cdstleton^ bart., formerly vicar of this church, who 
died 7th November, 1777> and beside it another, 
having the arms of Castleton, viz., azure, on a 
bend) or, three adders nowed vert : Crest — a dra- 
{;o^9's head, between two dragons' wings expanded, 
gule$\ with a latin inscription, (the only one in the 
churchy) of whicb the following is a translation — 

X|(l^ this stone are deposited the remains of Mary, the wife 
of Joh|i Castleton, A« B., who laboured severely more than five 
years with the gout; at length reduced to extreme weakness, and 
aninuited by the greatest hope of the resurrection of the just, sht 
breathed her last, not unwillingly, in the calends of February, 
in the year of our Lord 1737, in the 45th year of her age. 

The communion plate consists of a silver flagon 
weighing 4& ounces, a silver chalice of 12 ounces, 
^nd a plate qf the same metal of 15 ounces, with 
the usual vestments, • 

* As tone workmen were scaling the wall of the north aisl^, 
in 1810, they discovered a fresco paiutiDg, near the north door, 
^hich after being exposed for a few hours, was ordered by the 
chnrchwardeus to be again covered ; the colours were bright aoif 
but little hijured. It is probable that this painting was first plas- 
tered either by order, or through fear, of those ruthless spoliators 
of church ornaments, the parliamentary visitors of 1648, who from 
their hatred to painted glass and pictures, have been properly 
termed th9 window breaking visitor*. Recording the mischief they 
had committed in Uffbrd church in this county, the Journal of these 
worthies says " fVe broke thirty picturety and gave directiofu to- 
takedown tkirty-eeven more, and we took up six inseripiiona i» 
breui, broke twelve ch^rubimt on ike roof of the ekancelf and nigh 
an hundred Jeeut't and Maria* t in capital letterSf €Md tk€ Mpe w§ 
UvtiUAT 
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1%e towar contains a peal of ax beUi» the jtenor 
of which w^ghs IS.^wt : a&w fi:»ffMenU<^ {lainted 
glass were fonnerly in die wii^w% ^ut they Are 
iu>w jt^taUy destrpyecL 

A spadoiis burial gronA bdtongfng to this 
chmrch has sereral neat modem nioiioaients, but 
none of particular interest. 

There are two dissenting meeting l^onses^ in the 
inlla^e^ one for Wesleyan methodists^ the other 
for a congregatioji of Independants. 

Leaving fiorleston^ by Fen-street, |S0 named 
from the fens or marshy ground in its vicinity, a 
road across the common, at the distance of two 
miles, conducts us to Burgh, one of the most ro^ 
mantic little Tillages in Suffolk. 

Sigebert, fifth monarch of the East Angles, 
founded a monastery here, at the commencement of 
his reign, in 636, under the direction of Felix his 
bishop, who had been consecrated by Honorius, 
primate of Canterbury, at the request of the king. 
Felix fixed the chair of his ecclesiastical govern- 
ment at Dunwich, and zealously employed himself 
iu spreading the gospel and promoting Christianity, 
which was beginning to dawn through the darkness 
of paganism that then obscured the whole kingdom 
of the East Angles. To assist him in the spiritual 
task of instructing the barbarous Saxons, he invited 
ever to his assistance from France, Furseus, au 
Irish monk, who assembling a community of reli- 
gious persons, under the monastic vow, placed 
them in the monastery at Burgh, then named 
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€n6bersbui^^ from Cutooberi-Urbs^ a- Saxon diie^ 
irho formerly resided there. The monastery* is^said 
to hare beei^ jdaced within the walls of Oarianoimm^ 
although some writejn have supposed that a frag- 
ment of masonry still remaining near the church*, 
Mrmed apart of this foundation : the latter ' Opinio^ 
is, perhaps, incorrect, as regular buildings fop re- 
li^ous purposes were then unknown amoi^g' the 
Saxons. It was probably nothing more than a hut 
of clay, covered with sods and straw, and sup- 
ported by stakes. The churches at this early 
period^ like the Idol temples of the Druids, were 
composed of wicker work or hurdles, and were 
thought to be sufficiently durable for men who, a6 
a provincial historiaii has well observed, might> per- 
haps, in compliment tb their next prince^ return to 
paganism, 

Furseus, upon tl^e death of his patron Sigebei^t^ 
who was slain in a battle with Penda, the Mercian 
King, retired from his monastery at Burgh to 
France, leaving behind him the monks, who, endued 
with more constancy than himself, maintained 
their situation for several years, but at last aban- 
doned it, at a period which is now uncertain. 

The lordship of Burgh was always a demesne of 
the crown ; for according to Domesday, Stigand, 
bishop of Norwich, held it by soccage in the Con- 
fessor*s time, when the whole was valued at ICfO 
shillings. Radulph Balistarius was lord at the con- 
quest, and after him Roger De Burgh^ and Ralph 

*The first monastic habitatiou in tlie world, was founded io 
27 , to whicli tiic sister of St. Anthony retired. 

U 
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his son. Gilbert De Weseham died rfeaed of it in 
the time of Henry III.^ to whom it was smrendered. 
That monarch granted it to tiie prior of Brome- 
faolme^ whose successor held it, in the 14th year 
of Edward I.^ in capite, by the grand seijeantry 
tenure of providing an archer to serve in the King's 
army in Wales during forty days^ which service 
was valued at s£^ per annum: at this time 
the prior claimed view of frankpledge, a38ize of 
bread and ale, and other liberties. The manor 
continued to be one of the lordships of the priors of 
Bromeholme, until the 26th of Henry VIII., when 
it reverted to the crown, in which it remiuned, 
until Queen Mary sold it to William Roberts, Esq., 
town clerk of Yarmouth. It is now vested in 
Miss Lydia Baret, of Thwaite, Norfolk. 

The rectory of this village was anciently valued 
at ten marks, and being of the sworn value of 
^44. 6s. Id. is discharged of first fruits and tenths. 
The advowson was given by Roger De Burgh to 
the priory of St. Olave, at Herringfleet, for per- 
petual arms, which was confirmed by Henry III., 
and the superior of that house presented to the 
rectory. At the dissolution it came to the crown, ' 
to which it now remains annexed. Tlie Rev. H. C. 
Manning, of Thetford, is the present incumbent. 

The church is one of the humble order of eccle* 
siastical buildings, dedicated to St. Peter, and has 
a nave and chancel, with a round tower, but con* 
tains nothing remarkable, except a long latin in- 
scription upon black marble, near the font, to the 
memory of Thomas Greenwood, Esq. 
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The village cottages are fetv and scattered, but 
the county is rich in foliage. Upon the right of the 
road, leading to the church, is the pleasant seat of 
W. Fisher, Esq. At a short distance, by the road* 
dde, is a decayed farm-house, the property of this 
gentleman, containing an inscription, in latin and 
english, upon a balk in the kitchen, which has been 
noticed and engraved by Mr. Ives, in his treatise 
upon the Garianonum : he reads it — 

|Si0 antoH atin trntuo ttOi^i&tatut. Onsee 
Bteitt atotnt i0 l&slt agean tv Uclbttt C^ottte 

m »W0On, 1348.- 62. 

That ingenious antiquary, however, has com- 
mitted more than one mistake in this inscription. 
The editor of the second edition of his treatise 
has corrected the first words, which are evidently 
13i0 ttmaS>atUVp but has overlooked an error in 
the date, which I read 1595. The lower part of 
the second 5 is defaced, but the upper is plainly 
discernible, and exactly corresponds with the 
first. This brings the date of its erection almost 
two centuries and a half nearer to our own time, 
supposing the balk to have been originally placed 
where it now stands, which, considering the dila- 
pidated and almost ruinous state of the cottage, is 
extremely probable : Mr. Ives's engraver has cer- 
tainly exaggerated the appearance of the letters ; 
they are rude, and very unlike the originals, which 
are fair and regular black letter characters, in 
strong relief, and have no pretensions to an anti- 
tiquity so remote as he has assigned them. The last 
word is quite as unintelligible now, as it was former • 
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ly; for the good woman of the bouse has bestowed 
upon It a lit)eral wbite->7ashingi wbieh has nearly 
stopped up the lett^rs^ and left us in darkness as to 
their aignifieation : the figures at the conclusion 
appear to me to be 63, rather than 62. According to 
the tenor of the inscription, this house was rebuilt 
by the rector of the parish, after it had been twice 
burnt, and was in all probability his residence at 
that period. The balk^ upon whidi it is cut, runs 
qiute across the room, and supports the chamber 
above. An alteration has been effected in the 
apartment since Mr. Ives wrote his account, being 
now divided by a partition, which obscures the 
last four letters of the word parson^ 

The parsonage house, now in the occupation 
of a tenant, has 39 acres of glebe attached to 
it, and adjoins the west end of the church yard, 
standing upon the summit of an eminence, over- 
looking the marshes: the descent is through a- 
deep and narrow defile, overshadowed on the south 
with trees and underwood almost to the margin of 
the river; hence crossing a rude stile, a narrow 
path, winding at the foot of the hill, passes imme- 
diatel]f under the w^lls of the Roman Garianonum, 
and pursues its course beside the Waveney, the 
pladid stream of which, gliding at intervals from 
beneath its fringed covert of sweet sedge and 
rushes, is a prominent and interesting object in the 
picture. The river near this admired spot abounds 
with fish, in which the wily angler, secure from 
interruption, may practically illustrate many of 
the maxims of honest old Izaac fTaltoriy in the pur- 
suit of this, his favourite diversion. 
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Returning eastward from Burgh to the cross^ 
roads^ we enter the Tillage of Bradwell, a yaluable 
rectory, in the presentation of the lords of Somei^ 
leyton manor. The manor of Caxton Hall here 
formerly appertained to the prior and knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem, and Gapton Hall, a portion of 
which lies in this parish, belonged to the priory of 
Leigh, in Essex. John Jernegan^ of Somerley, Esq, 
who married Joan, daughter of Sir John Darell, 
Knight, of Cale Hill, in Kent, by his will, made in 
1473,* and proved 9th December, 1474, bequeathed 
to his eldest son, John Jei*negan, the manors and 
advowsons of Somerley-Town, Stonham- Jernegan, 
Horham, and Bradwell, with the foundation of the 
house of St. Olave's, besides gifts to bis three 
daughters, who were nuns, viz., Anne Jemegap, who 
was professed in a religious house, at Brusycrd, in 
Suffolk ; Thomasine, at Denny, in Cambridgeshire ; 
and Barbara at Champsey, in this county. One of 
manors was granted by Henry VIII. to the Caven- 
dish family. The Rev. G. Anguish, who is lord of 
Somerleyton, hath a paramountship not only 
over these, but over all the other manors in Loth- 
ingland. The church is a small picturesque 
building, with a nave, chancel, and two demi 
aisles, under a single roof, supported by slender 
pillars, and a round tower, which contains 
thi-ee bells. In the chancel is a very curious 
monument of William Vesy, Esq. whose family 
were of considerable note in this village. In 1674, 
William Vesy, clerk, gave a£200 to . the parish 
poor of Great Yarmouth, and ordered the same 

• Betham, vol. I. pt^e 226. 
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to be paid out of his estate at Bradwell^ irithin one 
year after his wife's decease, which is recorded in 
St. Nicholas' church there. 

The monument is in a niche on the left of th^ 
altar, and consists of a group of figures in coloured 
plaster. In the foreground are two females at prayer 
before an altar, and behind them a priest officiating; 
on each side of the latter, is a boy in a long white 
robe, apparently the garb of a charitable institution, 
with his face towards the priest. On a square com- 
partment, at the foot of the niche, is the figure of a 
man, in a recumbent posture, upon a slab, and near 
him four females, with their hands clasped, in dark 
brown dresses, small black hats, and veils thrown 
backward. In the front of the monument, a small 
piece of brass, so blackened as to be almost invis- 
ible, has this inscription — 

MONUMENTUM 

o 

GULIELMI VESY DE 

HAC VILLA ARMIGERI 

ET DUARUM UXORUM 

ET SEPTEM LIBERORUM 

SUB HOC MURO 

SEFULTI ANNO 

DOMINI 1644, ^TATIS SUJE 63. 

Above the niche is an escutcheon, with the arms 
of Vesy, ermine, on a cross sable, five martlets, or. 

There are no other monuments, for the floor 
of the nave and chancel, having been repaired some 
time since, the ancient stones were removed. 

The church yard is small, verdant, and retired, 
but contains no memorials of any interest. 



151 



This building is dedicated to Saint Nicholas. 
Adjoining it are the grounds and a moderately- 
sized genteel-looking Parsonage-House, lately built 
by the present rector, the Rev. W. Trivett, 
who possesses a small but choice collection 
of pictures and prints, and a library of about 
2000 volumes, classical and theological, chiefly 
collected many years ago. 

The following pictures may be considered as the 
finest. 

IN THE DRAWING-ROOM. 

A Landscape, with Rocky Scenery and Figures — Saivator Rosa, 
The inimifable freedom, characteristic grandeur and mag- 
nificence, visible in all his compositions, sufficiently 
denote the hand of the master. 

Cattle, very beautiful — A, Vermeuien, 

A Man in a Window, with Game, a most beautifiiny finished and 
highly valuable painting — Mieris, 

Fruit and Animals, a lobster admirably executed — /. Fi/ff. 

Repose after the Chase, a very agreeable picture, the composition 
extremely judicious — /. Lingelback, 

A Sick Lady and Physician, a small finely-painted picture— 
Jan Sieen, 

The Marriage of St. Catherine, colourmg very bright and fine— 
Pietro da Cortona, 

Dutdi Boors Drinking, very spirited*— DoviV/ Ryckaerts. 

. A Cabaret and Boors Drinking, a good specimen of the master: 
' the figure of a man on horseback it peculiarly attractive—' 
Barent Gad, 

A Sea Storm, the water transparent and highly finished— 

/. K, Riehchoqf, 
A View in Rome, with a green market In the area of tlie build- 
ings, the perspective well miXD»ssd^^Monmcks. 
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A Landflcape, a good tpeeimea of the master — Plan 6oyh. ' 

A iSpaniah Mnsioianiy with hat mid feather eHqmsHely^fviBted^ -3 
very , good picture* said to be by V-daiffiieAi it4eeS']i«t h&m^ 
everTesemble the style of ithat master. 

A Townou Fir^. A multitude of minute 6gui£s hunrying to^anS. 
fro, and the neflection on the water, very ^n&—iAmoi4^ 
Vanderneer, 

Bohemian Fortune Tellere, a well-painted picture — Pdlame(fe^, 

An excellent Horse — Wouvertnans, 

A Gill, with a Lighted Lamp, small — Schaiken, The li^t is 
finely diffused over the face of the object. 
The best picture, painted by this master, was St. Peter deny- 
ing Christ, and in that design, the maiden is represented 
holding a light to the face of the Apostle. In this style 
of painting, he seems to have been without a com- 
petitor. 

Portrait of a Lady — Const anihte Netscknr, 

Two Heads, a fine and highly spirited sketch — Mortimer, 

The Last Supper, small j the colouring clear and lively, and en- 
tirely free fsom the predominant brown or 3^11owish tinge 
that usually appears in the pictures of this artist : Uke all his^ 
works, this painting is celebrated for the number of its figures^ 
\^hich are very happily grouped — Old Franck. 

A very beautiful Landscape, Ruins in the Environs of Rome, with 
many figures. A remarkably fine picture of the master, m 
excellent preservation — Bartholomew Breemderg, 

In the diDittf^«F4M»m axe the framed prints^ a 
valuable seleoliotio by ike meet eminent engraven. 
Hey are all excellent^ imd rMAy worthy of an in* 
spection : the subjects are — 

His Grace Francis, Duke of Leeds, from a painting by Sir Thomas 

Ijowrence — engraved by Meadows, 
La Vierge au Dona,taire dite de .Foligno, a fine proof from 

Raphael — engraved hy A, B, Desnoyers, 
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philip Baptizmgthe Eupuch, a fine proof befbie the letter, painted 

by J. J3o^A— engraved by John Browne. . 
John the Baptist Preaching in the WMssmesi^-Salvator Bosa^ 

J, Browne. 

t 

Presentation in the Temple, fine proof before the letter— 

Rembrandt — engraved by De Fry, 
Marriage of St. Catherine, fine old proof before the letter, painted 

by P. Midori/— engraved by JF. Poilfy, 
St. Gregory Refusing the Emperor Theodosius Entrance into the 

Church, a beautiful print, and very good impression — J^ubens 

— engraved by Jacob Schmutzer. 
La Vierge aux Rochers, fine — Leonardo da Vinci — engraved 

by A. B. Desnoyers. 
La Vierge au Poisson — ^B^^fle^— engraved by A, B. Desnoyers. 
La Madonna col Devoto, fine impression — Corregio — Bettelini. 
Adoration of the Shepherds — Julio Romano — Louis Desplaces, 
St Michael Vanquii^Dg the Evil Spirit — Raphael— N, Larmessin, 
The Entombing of Christ — Thaddee Zttccaro — John Raymond. 
Holy Family, very fine impression— B<^Aae^ — J. Chereau. 
Pprt of Genoa — Berghem — ^beautifully engraved by Jacques 

Aliametf pupil of Philip le Bas. 
Chaeae Royale — Adrian Vandervelde — Philip le Bas, 
Retarde de Chasse — Philip Wouvermans — J. Beaumont, 
The Storm, good impression — Vernet — J. J. Balechou. 
The Bathers, very fine ditto — Vernet — J. J, Balechou, 
Mrs. Siddons, as the Tragic Muse — Sir J. Reynolds — Howard, ' 
John Nicholson, Map-seller of Cambridge, fine ^roai-^Reinagle 

•^Caldwail. 

Italienne Cuainiere ) 

. t) 'J i A pair— H. Robert — J. B, C. Chatelaine. 

Abraham Journeying from Egypt — Zuccherelli — Bartolozzi and 
Byrne, 
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Descent from the CroM, spiritedly etched fnnn Remiratuit bf 
E, Girling. . 

Amon^t the tmframed Prints are — 

A very fine pr/oof of Rapbad^s Transfiguration, by Raphael 

Morgken, 
A choice collection of 100 Etchings, on large French paper* 

by J. J. Boissieux. 
Gerard Dow in his Study, a very fine proof before the letter;; a 

presentation copy to a friend, by G. Dow — engraved by 

Scriven, 
Hagar and Ishmael, from Barocciothy Giovita Caravaglia^ an 

eminent modem German engraver. 
Four fine impressions, by J, G, Wille, 
Four very pleasing Engravings, Spanish subjects, from Vanloa — 

engraved by Beauvarlet, 
The Four Seasons, by Hollar. 
The Travelling Musicians — A. Ostade — C. Visscher. 
La Vierge — Raphael— A. B. Desnoyers. 
Sacra Famiglia QsuiexQxnxy^Rosaspina, 
Belisarius and St. Agnes, by Strange. 

The situation of the house (which fronts the 
south) is extremely pleasant : some judicious alter- 
ations have been effected in its vicinity, and the 
plantations are in a very flourishing condition. 

Withm the limits of Bradwell, is Hobland, or 
more properly Hopland Hall, a good house, at the 
south-east corner of the parish, the property of 
N. S, Palmer, Esq. of Yarmouth, late the residence 
of the Jarrets, but now of John Penrice, Esq, 
who married a lady of that family. It has lately 
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^eceired some tfery material improvements, and 
possesses a fine garden, with grapery, succession 
and green-houses, the latter of which contain some 
rare and curious exotics: a fine grove of firs near 
this mansion adds considerably to the beauty of 
the situation* 

In the third volume of the £cclesiasticai Survey,^ 
commonly called the Valor Ecclesiasticusy made in 
pursuance of an Act of Parliament, of the 26th year 
of Henry VIII., and returned into his Majesty's 
Court of First Fruits and Tenths, it appears, that 
in the reign of that monarch, the clear yearly value 
of Bradwell was estimated at £2S. 

Upon the turnpike road to Fritton, half a mile 
from the Sun Inn, at Bradwell, a road branches oif 
to Somerleyton; opposite to it is a new cross- 
road to the westward, leading to Belton, which joins 
Burgh, Bradwell, Fritton, and Lound, and lies 
beside the Waveney. Pursuing this road for nearly 
a mile, a low sequestered dell, haviug a few houses, 
denotes the entrance to Belton. Turning to the 
left, we pass the church, and arrive at the green, 
upon which are built the cottages of the parish : 
the parsonage-house, by the road side, is a neat 
conspicuous modern building. 

♦ This yaluable Survey, with the Taxatio Ecclesiatfica of 
Pope Nicholas IV., the JExau. Dometdayy and beveral of the other 
national records, have been beautifnUy printed for the convenience 
of general reference, by order of his Majesty. 



In Ae 2iidof Rich|a*d IL^ Hugh Faslolf, Esq, 
granted tiie manors of Belton, Bradwell^ Pakefield, 
mid Kirkley, with those of three others Tillages ii^ 
Suffolk, to John Fastolf, his brother, both of 
whom were of the great family pf Fastolf, after 
which being divided into several' branches, they 
shared the inhentance between them. The manor 
pf Gapton Hall, in this parish, apd Bradwell, belongs 
to the Rev. George Anguish, The living is ^ rec- 
tory, in the gift of the' Bishop of Norwich, and now 
in the possession of the Rev* Dr, Hay, of Nortl^ 
Walsham, to which is attached a small portion of 
glebe, of about twelve acres. It was valued in the 
King's boohs (temp. Hen. VIII.) at ^17* 15s. and 
certified to have been worth gS3l. 16s. Id. 

The church, dedicated to All Saints, has a nave, 
chancel, and south porch of stone. Over the latter 
is a curious wooden top, containing a bell ; the tower 
was round, but has long since been in ruins. In the 
interior, a neat screen-work, with folding doors, 
divides the nave and chancel. The altar window 
has been stopped up, and over the communion table 
is an ancient oil painting of '^The Last Supper.'^ 
Upon the right of the altar are the usual seats of 
the priest and attendants, with a double arched 
niche, contsuning a perfect and original stone 
piscina, curiously scallopped. 

There are several neat tablets here. On the south 
wall of the chancel is one of fine polished marble, to 
Pavid Urquhart, £sq., late of Hobland Hall, with 



1^ 

Todbs moiOQnr fit Mr^ M^ffH^^ l^^h of Aroiptflfl^ HaU,. 

jfjsmtUDXf fi^l^e. At th^ l^wer iea4 r^f 4;he iprnfTf 
Is the family vault of the Jy^s',i^ wUh itW4i fuiir^ 
wo^^|llQnt$, one in memoiy of Jfohn lyes, Esq. 
"frbo 4i^ ia 17^3^ ppsse^sied ^ e^fat prop^^jr 
in this hundred : near it, is another, of white nuu^tdef 
t» im 801I9 Johfi Ives, E)Sq« F. Vf. Sv ap4 F. A* S. the 
^lel^r^d and ingenious ^utjbor ^f ^^SLemsirJks fjffoVL 
the fiarianqnuni, " ^^Select Papery relMyog t^ JEfi^ 
gUsh iMitiquities,*^ and a MS. ^IJj^tory of hofj/mg^ 
l^d/' An elegant latin iosci^ioii^ ^PEipo^^ 
bjr the Rev. E. Thomas, of Fevershasi^ reoorcb 
lii^ death, which hs^pened in January, i77$i, in 
the ^th year of bis age. Ue possessed a ohoiee and 
valuable collection of pictures, coins, bo^s^ and 
MSS. relating to archa&ology, formed by himself 
during the last five jears of liis life, which were 
disposed of by public auction at his decease, a^nd 
produced a very considerable sum. Mr. Ives was 
born at Yarmouth, and lived during the early part 
«f his youth with his parents at this village. At 
the foot of the monument is carved an oak tree, 
broken in the middle, from which a few acorns 
have fallen, a touching and appropriate emblem of 
the untimely death of this accomplished antiquary. 
His arnas are depicted upon the tai>let, argent, 

X 
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a chevron^ between three moors' heads, sable: 
Cresty a boar, passant, sable, collared and chained, 
or; with the motto, moribus ANTiauis. On the 
floor of the naye are several memorials of the 
Symonds's, (a younger branch of the Norfolk fa* 
ndly) who resided at Browston.* Some of these 
memorials are very ancient, and now nearly 
illegible. A grey slab, near the south wall of the 
nave, is thus inscribed-* 

Here resteth the body of James Symonds, the 2ad son of 
James Symonds, of Yarmouth, gent ob. 8 December, 16249 
aged 40. 

They were formerly benefactors to this parish. 
Nathaniel Symonds, Esq. of Yarmouth, bequeathed 
large sums to pious and charitable uses, as appears 
by an extract from his will, set forth in a printed 
sermon, preached at his funeral, in the parish 
church of Great Yarmouth, on the 23rd September, 
1720, by the Rev. Barry Love, A. M. minister of 
that parish. To the corporation of Yarmouth, he 
bequeathed—* 

'^Two hundred pounds towards erecting a 
place for God's public worship; forty pounds 
per annum, for ninety-nine years, to the widows of 
poor clergyn^en of this diocese ; forty pounds per 
annum, for the same term, to four daughters of 
aldermen or common-councllmen of that comma* 
nity, of forty years of age, and single," 

^^Five pounds per annum, to be annually laid 
out for fifteen years, to purchase religious books, 
to be distributed to the poor who can read, in tb^ 

• See p?ige 117, 
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parishes of Belton^ Onnesby, Burgb^ Lowestoft^ 
aad Bedingham," with other benefactions. 

A few fragments of stained glass are yet re- 
maining in the north windows of the nare^ but 
they are yery imperfect specimens* 

Retracing our steps, we enter the Somerleyton 
road, and arrive at Browston, an inconsiderable 
hamlet attached to this parish. It contains a few 
small houses. The Hall, sometimes named Brows- 
ton White House, is a fine building, in a Ught and 
elegant style of architecture, standing in a low, but 
agreeable situation, very tastefully planted* It was 
formerly the seat of the Symohds's, after which 
it became the residence of the Le Grys', and is now 
the property of John Parson, Esq. ' 

9 ' • 

South-eastward of Browston Hall is Hopton* 
next the sea, the turnpike road from Yarmouth 
to Lowestoft dividing it from- Brotherton^ a 
hamlet belonging to it, which occupies the west 
side of the road. The village consists of a few 
houses south of the toll-gate, on the left, beyond 
the White Hart Inn. The impropriation here an- 
ciently appertained to the prior and convent of the 
Holy Trinity at Norwich. At the dissolution of the 
monasteries, the dean and chapter succedeed them : 
the living is a perpetual curacy in their appointment, 
now in the possession of the Rev. B. Ritson, of 
Lowestoft, and has six acres of glebe, with the great 
and small tithes. A large tract of heath or common 
land in this village was inclosed a few years since, 
under the Gorton^ Hopton^ and Gorleston Inclo- 
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fsm Act, ^^i§ Mw hf fi Kigfa stikt^ of MiStiLiim^ 
Thomas Afi^t^, Es^. lArd tfn e!!t!tei»ite dldnt 
to commonage bei%^ in right of the maftoir of 
Cia^toiip Hall t? irti BeltOD> of wbieh- be w&s lord ii> 
tail male^ and also siloh part of the mill watery 
with the exelusivd right of fishing therein^ as be* 
longed to this pariii^b, which \^as admitted, and ten 
feet of land assigned him on every side, beyond the 
margin of the mill stream, wMch is now the pro- 
perty of his successor, the ftcv* George Anguishv 
The min water, so named from a mill formerly 
there^ is an extensive lake^ lying between Hopton, 
Shrowston^ and Lomid. The dean and chapter of 
Norwich are lords of the manor of Ilopton Hall^ 
to which they became entitled, witli the impropria- 
tion. The old manor house, near the cliurch^ ha8= 
been many years derided into cottages. 

Near the toll-gate, on the west side of the road, in 
!6rotherton, is the neat villa of James Sayers, Esq, 
very tastefully planted; and pursuing the private 
road, further southward, is another handsome seat 
of Samuel Bell> Esq. completely embosomed in 
trees. 

The chnrch is an ancient ImSding, dedicated 
t9 St. Margaret, and has a nave, with a north 
aisle, » square tower, and poi'eh of stone, fronting 
the north: the narrow looped windows, pointed 
and placed in deep embrazures,^ admit but a very 
scanty portioti of light, and impart a deep gloom 
to the interior, which is floored with red bricks. 
On eaich side of the east window, in the noi^th 
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tSAt, Are t\fo' slofintd' ttiehesy arclretf and 6rttft- 
inented. The belfry wiftdeft is of a more niod^M 
eonstmctioti, and was probably added at a lateif 
(leriod: there is no distinctiea betw^to the 
nare and chancel. The font is ancient; at the^ 
base are foar liens, supporting an octangular lopv 
ht eight com^rtments. In six of these ar^ roees^ 
and lions seanty chained, ^Ite^natefy; and kf thc^ 
other two are human figares, sopporting axi hcfat^r 
shield, probably witb the urni!^ of the founder/ M^ 
nearly invisible. Near the font is an afieieM o^tta-^ 
sCone^ miieh defaced i on the right of the akar is a 
perfect piscina, and opposite to it^ & white marble 
tablet, with this inscription-^ 

Sacred to the memory of >ohn SAYttts, £eq. bom the 17th^ 
of January, 1782, who^ after serving 16 years, withdistinguislied 
credit, in His Majesty's Revenue Service, was, while in the com. 
mand of the Ranger Cutter, and in the zealous discharge 6i his 
dirty, shipv^rected off Happisbttfgh sand, m a suddenr sf ortt, oi^ 
the night of the ]f7th of October, T822, and p^rishd^ #Jth «U hkS 
crew. 

His body was never fomd, but it is the eondolalio» of hit 
surviving relatives and friends, that his spirit rests with Him, at 
whose divine behest the earth and sea shall one day give up their 
dead. To his sisters, deprived in early life of parental care, lie 
anxiously performed the duties of a faihes atid a brother. They ha^ 
erected this tablet as a teifxd of theii^ respoct for his virtaea, and of 
their grief for his untimely loss, and to pjerpetuate and gratify Iheir 
own feelings of affection ibr his memory. 

The floor is qnite destitute of any memorials, 
except two modem black marbles to the Sayers's 
family. 

Ashby, or Haskeby, lies to the westward of 
Hopton, a mile and a half north-cast of Herringieetv 
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The ancicQt &mily of Inglosse^ who were of greq^t 
repute in the county, were very early lords of this 
manor. Weever says, ^^one Robert Englisse qi; 
Inglosse, esquyer, who died A* D. 1365, was.buri|ed 
in Lowestoft church,^ and was probably a niembar 
of this family." In 1520, the manQr became tlffd 
property of the Jernegans, from whom it passed, ta 
the Wentworths. John Wentworth^ Esq., held it^ 
in 1627; it was afterwards sold to Sir Thomas 
Allen, about 1669; from the Aliens it came to the 
Anguishes, in whose representatire it is now vested- 

The east end of Fritton Decoy extends to this 
village, and communicates with the mill water 
opposite, by Lound Run, a narrow sluice under the 
causeway. Near it a road to the right, bordered 
on each side with furze and broom, leads to Herring- 
fleet, and was formerly part of the ancient warren 
of the parish. Keeping this road, until we arrive at 
the farm-house of Mr. Wm. Green, a turn to the 
left brings us to the church, a single thatched pile, 
the tower of which is rather of an unusual construc- 
tion, circular at the base, and springing into an 
octagon above, with battlements, more in a military 
than ecclesiastical style of architecture. Eight nar- 
row embrazures, uniformly ranged at the same 
height, ornament the faces of the octagon, with 
one at the base. The windows are extremely ir- 

* The g^ye-stone of this person, which is in the middle aisle 
of Lowestoft church, formerly contained the effigy of a liMui 
standing^ in a prayings position, with an inscription underneath, the 
brasses of which are all removed from the matrices, except a small 
one, upon which are inscribed the initials of Robert Ing^osse.— 
GiUinifwaier. 
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regular; the most ancient are acutely ardhed loops, 
the others are larger and more obtusely pointed. 
The admission to the interior is by a south door 
only, but it does not contain any thing remarkable. 
Opposite to th6 altar are two coffin-stones, toler- 
ably perfect,. and on the right is a large arch for 
the piscina. 

The living is a rectory, in the presentation of 
the Rev. George Anguish, the incumbent to whicli 
is the Rev. Edward Thurlow. 

The burial ground is small, but appears to be 
fully equal to the extent of the parish, for there are 
not more than six or eight grave-stonfes within it. 
Adjacent to this church, the country is unequal, 
but very finely diversified and wooded. 

Adjoining to Ashby is Lound,* a respectable 
little village, very pleasantly situated, having seve- 
ral neat houses. The Jerninghams were lords of 
this manor, from whom it passed, with the Somer- 
leyton estate, to the respective proprietors of that 
domain, and is now in the possession of the Rev. 
George Anguish, who presents to the rectory. 

The church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, 
is a single building, the round tower of which has 
three bells ; there is a south porch, and the nave aiid 
chancel are strongly buttressed. In the former, the 
windows are pointed, but quite plain ; in the latter^ 
they are more elegant, each ornamented at the 

* Lound, a Saxon \rord, sia^mryiii«|^ *' a plain amongf trees.** 
The meaning of this word oorret^ponds ej^actly with the situation of 
tlie village. 
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spaadrils wLtb u quarterfoU* la ibe north idndow 
of the WYB, nt thje i^pw pf tb^mdi^ ore two coats 
of arm3 on the f 1»^ ime 4)f whic)i JB ai;geiit, a 
cross fttl^, 

Some^oCher fra^meats of pidoted flass are ako 
remaiBlag ia the opposite windowe. The usaal 
diyision of the nave and chancel is preserved by a 
irpodeD screen. The altar is plain but neat, and on 
1^ right are the seats of the priesthood^ and ji 
piscina^ rather elegantly arched* 

TiM^ fl^or has probably been relaid. In the middle 
of the naire are some ancient stone^^ the iasciiptions 
of lyrhieh are quite obliterated i upon one of them is 
tbie iqaprei^ion of a diminutive full length figure, 
from which the bras^ has been taken ; two of tiiese 
ate coffin stones^ 

The font is very ancient, built by Sir John Sta- 

yleton^ las appears by an Orate for him^ carved 

bori^ontally round the base. The altar window 

of this church is large, and there is a neat 

banal growid. 

At a short distance from it, stands the rectonr 
house, a very pretty thatched cottage, extremely 
neat and rustic in its appearance, the residence of 
the Bev. Edward Thurlow, the rector, who holds 
this living with Ashby. 

At nearly a mile from hence, is an excellent 
house of T. Morse, Esq., surrounded and almost 
hidden from the. view by some luxuriant trees. 
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Near the mill water, ^ flew years stiffH!, oi(, t}i« 
fiide of this Tillage, we found aey^ral pi^c^ pi 
antique armour, with rmiouB coins. 

Reg^in^ the high road to St. Olare'g hrfdga* 
at about a mile dif turt bxm it^ w^ enfer (he ^aU 
village of Fritton, long celejtrated fifr ib; lyiw^g^ 
decoy. TTie manor fqrmeriy belated W? ^ 
Sydnors, then it e^m^ to t)ie AUfsa^' ftfiber^af ^ tf 
Richard Fuller, and ie no^ in the g^a^a^o «f iy 
(j, Jobflstone, Es^. In thia village is Caldo^ H^ 
sow a farm-house, ii) tb|B apf:up«(tioif of ij^. (i«;qffp 
Giasspoole, to which Is wnezed a mauor, the pru- 
pcTt? of the Preaidrait and Scholars of Atugdaleu 
College, Oxfof'I, who bold it in ^. Tiie living is 
A rectory, in the giH of Mrs. Burroughes, uf Hore- 
ton, in Norfolk, now in the possession of the ficr. 
Charles Barlee. , 

, Thechureh, dedicated to St. EdpWid, te i^ea^wMr 
ly f&tnated to the lef^ of this road, and cQi^iats of j^ 
nave, chancel, and tower. The ohajxxji la circnlar 
at the east end, a p^ect «peeunen of SaKpp ^.tifeWr 
tecture, unqnestionaMy «f &^ \tigtmi Vtitfi/iHf* 
it has six windows, and aamfillsarrotrl^ApAver.l;^ 
altar; they are square and rery aii«>wt« wf^ltia 
«ugle transum running quite through, fuim^ttUQted 
by a border coping, the whole of which !• «• 
perfect preservation. The interior is irregSlarW 
floored with bricks; the ehancel wisdowa have a.Ec^ 
fragments of painted glass, and a sqnare, eontaitiiBg 
the arms of the rector. Embedded in the e^lpiior 
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of the wall^ between the south windows, is a small 
grey stone, with this inscription — 

In memory of Mr. Tho. Skeet, rector of this chmch 45 
yexn, who died Sqpr. ye 22» Anno Domini 1720, aged 68. 

The church-yard is small, and contains some 
monuments of the Greens. The nave appears 
to have been bmlt at a later period; but the 
tower, which is low, round, and unembattled, is of 
the Danish construction, peculiar to the churches 
in Suffolk. Near it is Fritton Hall, a good house, 
the seat of A. 6. Johnstone, Esq. 

The decoy is a fine fresh water lake, of more 
than two miles in length, and in some places 
of a considerable breadth. The banks of this 
water, fringed with woods, rallies, and glades, are 
highly picturesque and beautiful. It abounds with a 
great variety of fish, and is the resort of widgeons, 
ducks, teal, and every other denomioation of wild 
Ibwl, during the season, which begins in October^ 
and continues until the April following, when 
vast numbers are caught,* and produce a con- 
riderable sum to the proprietors, who are three 
gentlemen whose lands are adjacent to the water. 
On the verge of the decoy, near the road, is a 

* The method of taking^ tho wild fowl is as follows : Creeks 
or canals are out in particular parts of the decoy, over each of which 
is a long net or pipe, wide at the entrance, and tapering^ at the 
farther end, similar to a purse. Into these the fowls are enticed by 
ducks, bred np tame for the purpose, who are constantly fed at these 
places, with which they are quite familiar. As soon as the decoy 
van perceives the flocks fairly settled in the water, he g^es down 
secretly behind a reed fence, and throws into such places as the 
decoy ducks are accustomed to, a quantity of corn, to which they 
Immediately resort, followed by the strangers, until they are all at 
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t>1easaiit sporting cottage, the occasional residence 
of Captain G. W. Manby, of Yarmouth, the ingenious 
and humane inventor of the apparatus for pre^ 
serving the lives of seamen shipwrecked upon a lee 
shore. The apparatus, as every maritime person 
in the kingdom is already awai*e, has been eminently 
successful ; and Captain Manby has the heartfelt 
satisfaction of knowings that his meritorious exer« 
tiods have been instrumental in preserving froni 
the boisterous element the lives of more than 300 
of his fellow creatures. 

Passing through Herringfleet, which will be 
described hereafter, I shall now proceed to the 
beautiful village of Somerlcyton. 

In the reign of the Conqueror, this manor was 
in the possession of William, Earl of Warren and 
Surrey. It was afterwards held by the powerful 
family of Fitz Osbert, who were lord wardens of 
Lothingland, and had many lordships in Suffolk, 
from whom it came by marriage to the Jernegan$ 
or Jerninghams, ancestors of the present noble 
family of that name, at Cossey Park, in Norfolk. 

Sir Walter Jernegan, of Horham and of Ston- 
ham-Jernegan, (in Suffolk) knt. married IsabeUa, 

length insensibly led into the pipe, without perceiving^ it above tbero. 
When the decoy man ha<» ascertained that they are all within the 
net, a dog-, who is perfectly trained, rushes from behind the reedt 
into the water, swimminGT directly after the fowl ^nd barking ait 
them; they immediately take wing, but being' beat down by the pet, 
naturally swim forward to avoid the dog-, until they are hurried into 
the parse, and there become an easy prey to the decoy man, who 
immediately sets the tame ducks at liberty. The whole bosiness is 
conducted with so little noiie, as not to alarm the fowl in the other 
parts of the decoy. 
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diiiighter, and at length heiress of Sir Peter Fita 
Osberty of Somerleyton. This lady was the widow 
e( Sir^Henry De Walpole^ knt.^ ancestor to the 
late Earls of Orford, and was endowed with a third 
part of the manor of Houghton, in this connty. 
She afterwards became coheir to her brother, Roger 
Vitz Osbert, who was summoned to Parliament^ 
22nd Edward I.« Sir Walter died before the 34th 
Edward I., his wife Isabella being described at that 
time as a widow, 40 years of age. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Sir Peter Jemegan, of Somer- 
leyton, knt., who, on the death of bis mother, 
inherited the large possessions of the Fitz Osbert 
family ; for his maternal uncle, Roger Fitz Osbert, 
dpng without issue, the estates devolved to Isabella, 
his mother, and to the issue of Alice, her sister 
and coheir, married to Sir John Noyoun, knt. On a 
division made between the two sisters, this manor, 
with those of Uggeshall, in this county, and Hades^ 
ton and Whittiugham, in Norfolk, were settled upon 
Isabella. From this period, the manor descended 
through a long line of the Jernegans, as will be 
seen by the tabular descent annexed to this account, 
until the reign of King James I., when Henry 
Jemingham, Esq. of Costessy (who had married 
for his second wife, Frances, daughter of Sir John 
Jernegan, of Somerleyton, and widow of Thomas 
Bedingfeld, Esq. of Oxburgh) sold it to John 
Wentworth, Esq. whose son, Sir John Wentworth, 
succeeded him, and married Anne Soame ; but dying 
without issue, in 1652, the estate descended to his 

* Herald's Books, Betham''s Baronetage, &c. &c. 
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nephew, John Garneys^ Eisq. Thomas Garneys, Esq^ 
his son, by Anne (or Elizabeth) Rugge, sold it ta 
Admiral Sir Thomas Allen, baronet, of Lowestoft, 
whose son, Sir Thomas, dying a bachelor, it came to 
Richard Anguish, Esq. the son of Alice, his sister^ 
who had married Edmund Anguish, of Moulton, 
upon condition of his taking the name and arms, 
of Allen,which he did, and was advanced to the rank 
of a baronet. It remained in his descendants till 
1794, when Sir Thomas Allen dying unmarried, the 
title became extinct, but the estate descended to 
Thomas Anguish, Esq. heir at law, who was 
descended from Edmund Anguish, second son of 
Edmund Anguish, of Moulton, Esq., by Alice> 
daughter of Admiral Sir Thomas Alien* 

Thomas Anguish, Esq. dying a bachelor, in 1810, 
it devolved on the present possessor, the RcF. 
George Anguish, M. A., one of the prebendaries 
of Norwich Cathedral, and rector of Gisleham, 
his eldest brother and heir, whose elder sister 
Catherine, married his Grace, Francis Godol- 
phin Osborne, Duke of Leeds, K. G. by whom she 
has issue, Lord Sydney Godolphin Osborne, and 
Lady Catherine Osborne, married to John Whyte 
Melville, Esq., of Mount Melville, Fifeshire, in 
Scotland. 

Of the Jemegan or Jerningham family, the 
ancient possessors of this domain and nearly the 
whole of the hundred, in which, as well as in the 
county at large, they exercised a very exten- 
sive influence, I shall present my genealogical 
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readers with a detailed pedigree, collected from 
the most approved authorities, and continued 
through the latter descents to the present period^ 
as having reference, and properly belonging to 
this subject. 

Tliis family is one of the very few of the 
ancient race of English gentry now reniaininjg, 
whose origin may be satisfactorily traced to a 
period anterior to the Norman conquest. The 
namt itself is a derivation from the Celtic, 
and occurs as such in the annals of French 
Brittany, by Lobmeau ; but Camden and Weever 
suppose the family to be of Danish extraction* 
The latter, at page 769 of his work on ancient 
funeral monuments, describing Somerleyton, says, 
it was <^ the habitation in ancient times of Fitz 
Osbert, from whom it is come lineally to the 
worshipful ancient family of the Jernegans, 
knights, of high esteem in these parts," adding 
that ^^the name hath been of exemplarie note 
before the conquest," and quotes the following 
passage, extracted from a pedigree of the Jer^ 
ninghams. Anno MXXX. 2 "Canute, King of Den- 
marke and of England, after his return from 
Rome, brought divers captains and souldiers from 
Denmark, whereof the greatest part where christ- 
ened here in England, and began to settle 
themselves here, of whom, Jeruegan or Jerning- 
ham, and Jernihingo, now Jennings, were of the 
most esteeme with Canute, who gave unto the 
said Jerningham certain royalties, and at a 
parliament held at Oxford, the said King Canute 
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did give unto the said Jerntngliaiii, certain ma-" 
nors in Norfolk, and to Jennings, certain manors 
lying upon the sea side, near^Harwiche, in Snf^ 
jfolke, in regard of their formersservices done 
to his father Swenus, King of Denmarke/' 

The difference of opinion, however, as to ex-: 
traction, can be but of little importance^ wh^e 
all authorities agree in their remote antiquity. 

Horham manor, in the hundred of Hoxne^ 
in this county, is their earliest seat upon record, 
and was from them styled Horham-Jernegan. 
The last resident at Horham, was Hubert Jer- 
negan, who died in 1239; and his son. Sir Hugh, 
made Stonham, in the same count]f, the chief re- 
sidence of the family, which then received the 
name of Stonham-Jemegan. 

Sir Peter Jernegan, in the reign of Edward 
in. again removed, making Somerlcyton his 
principal seat, which he had inherited through 
his mother, who was the heiress of the Baron 
Iltz-Osbert. Somerleyton continued to be the 
chief seat, until Queen Mary granted to Sir 
Henry Jerningham, knt. (the gallant assertor of 
her title to the crown of this kingdom, when 
opposed to the usurpation of the Lady Jane 
Gray) the manor and park of Costessey, or 
Cossey, in Norfolk, to which he remqved; and 
upon failure of the Somerleyton branch in heirs 
male, Cossey Park became, and has ever since 
continued to be, the uninterrupted residence of 
the family. Few private families, as Playfair, in 
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his Baronetage, lias yery Justly observ^^^ can 
prove such a lengthened successioa of knights 
lund baronetSt who hare all matched with ladies 
of an equal or superior degree; and it is no less 
deserving of remark, that they should have subsist- 
ed for so many centuries, by a linteal male descent, 
in nearly one original stock, without spreading 
into several branches, or settling in other parts 
of the kingdom; and have inviolably adhered to 
ibm' ancient faith of Englaqd, to wfaidi their 
fUBcestors were originally converted* 

' The first upon record is •— — Jemegan,who was settled at Hor*- 
ham-Jemegan, m. Sufiblk, in the teign of King Stephen and Henry 
(L, and is mentioned In the Ca^tie Acre Register, (Jo. 63< i,j ^s 
vitoeas to a deed without date» by which Bryap, son of ScoUand^ 
^^jafinned the church of Melsombi to the monks of Castle Acie^ 
and died about the year 1182, leaving by Sibilla his widow, who 
in 1183, paid £100 of her gift into the Exchequer, (Rot pip, 3^ 
Sen. 2) a son who was called 

2. Sir Hughy or Hubert Fitz Jemegan, of Horham-Jemegaiiy 
kBtf who paid a considerable sum of money into tl^e Exchequer^ 
in 1182^ as a gift to King Henry XL, and was fitness to a deed ii| 
1195, by which divers lands were granted to By land Abbey, in 
Yorkshire. His wife was Maud, the daughter and coheiress of Thor* 
pine, son of Robert De Watheby. By this lady, the manor of 
Wathe, in North Cove, in Suffolk, came into the family. He died i9 
1203, and the King granted the wardship of all his large possessloqiSy 
and the marriage ofhis wife and children, to Robert De Veteri Pont, 
or Vipount, so that he married them without disparagement to their 
fortunes. He was succeeded by his son 

3. Sir Hubert Jemegan, of Horham, knt., who aided the barons 
against King John, in their magnanimous struggles for the great 
charter, by which he forfeited a considerable part of his estates. 
On the accession of Henry lU., in 1216, he submitted himself, and 
obtained his pardon 3 but in 1219, he bad not, it apppears,recoverp4 
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«U his estates, for ia that year, j^bert Mara^on, /uiLt'liadtte 
wardship of l^iid, late Hugh Jeroe^;an% ia Hmidein^eby; givem 
to him by Gilbert De Gant. Sir Hubert died probflibly about^ 
.year 1239; for in 1240» Margery his w^ sued Hugli Jecni^^aQf ber 
«on, for lands in StonhamJ'eraegany in Suifolk, Ue had issue 
by his wife, Margery, who was the dawghter and heiress of & 
Robert De Herling, of East Herling, in Norfolk, knt«, four, sons, 
Oodfrey, William, Robert, and Hugh, of whom Sir William Jejr- 
negan, of Horham-Jemegan, knt. succeeded hun, and married 
Julian, daughter andcoheiress of Sir- Gymixigham, dflBurnhiEuq, 
knt.; but dying without issue, was succeeded by his youngest brbther« 

4. Sir Hugh Jemegan, of Stonham-Jemegan, knt who in -122^ 
came to an agreement with his mother, Mngery, and settled «p<m 
her, in lieu of her dower, during her life, the capital messuage gf the 
manor of Horham-Jemegan, with the park, windmill, and det^owe 
land, and the services and cents of Horham manor, with; house- 
bote, hey-bote, and pannage, in consideration of which she released 
all her right in dower in two carucates of land, and a messuage i^. 
Stonham-Jemegan, and in all hi» late husband's other estates^ ia 
Norfolk and Suflfolk. (Fines Com. Suff, Hen. III. L. 6.) Sk 
Hugh, after this settlement, removed irom Hortiam, and made Ston- 
ham-Jemegan the chief residence of his family. He was witness 
to the deed of grant, made in 1244, by Henry, duke of Lovain, to 
the monks of' Eye. {Begr^ -Eye, foL 25,) He lived to be very old, 
for in 1269, he held lands of Roger, son of Sir Peter Fitz Osbert, in 
Stovene and Bu^es, for which he did homage. He mamed for his 
first wife, Elizabeth, who is mentioned in the assize rolls. His 
second was Ellen, daughter and coheiress of Sir Thomas Be Ingal* 
desthorpe, in the county of Norfolk, fart. She bore for her arms^ 
gules, a cross, engrailed, argent ; and survived her husband, wh« 
died in 1272, leaving a daughter, Jane, married to John Leystoo* 
Esq., and a son, 

5. Sir Walter Jemegan, of Stonham-Jemegan, knt., who during 
his father's life, (after the decease of his grandmother Margery) 
resided at the ancient family seat of Horham-Jemegan, which was 
aettied upon him, on his marriage withlsabella, daught^ of Sir Peter 

Z 



170 



Fitz Osboty of Somedeytoiiy (who boie for bis arms gules, 3 bars, 
gemelle, or, and a canton, argent) widow of Sir H. Walpole, of 
Walpole and Houghton, in Norfolk; by which match the lordship 
of Somerleyton, as Camden, in his Britannia, expresses it, devol- 
ved on '*the famous and knightly family of the Jemegans." Sir 
Walter was succeeded by his son, 

6^ Sir Peter Jemegan, of Somerleyton, knt, who succeeded as 
coheir, on the- death of his mother, to her share of the large pos- 
sessions of Jthe Fitz Osbot femily; which estates, on the death of 
Sir Pder Fitz Osbert, his grand&ther, had descended to his ma- 
temi^ uncle, Sir Roger Baron Fitz Osbert, who died without issue, 
leavmg them to Catherine, his wife, for life; upon whose decease, 
they devolved ^ Isabella, the widow of Sir Walter Jemegan, 
as sister and coheiress to Roger, and to Sir John Noyoun, who had 
married Alice, the othar sister. Upon a division of the property, 
Somerleyton was settled upon Sir Peter, with other manors; who, 
upon this, left the ancient seats of Horham- Jemegan and Stonham- 
Jemegan, and made Somerleyton the capital residence of the Jeme- 
gan tamily. Sir Peter was sub-escheator of Suffolk, in 1283. In 
the year 1334, he sold Uggleshall manor, with the advowson, to 
Sir Edmund De Sortelee, knt and Witlingham and Haddeston in 
1342, he being then above 70 years of age. It appears by the Eye 
Blister, (fol,9^) that his first wife was Alice, daughter of Sir 
Hugh Germayne, by whom he had no issue; that his second was 
Matilda, daughter and heiress of Sir Roger De Herling, of Herling, 
in Norfolk, knt, (who bore for his arms, on a field argent, an 
unicom salient, sable,) by whom he had his son and heir. Sir John 
Jemegan. Sir Peter married, thirdly, the daughter and heiress of 
Sir Rc^er De Huntingfield, of Huntingfield, in Suffolk, by 
whom that manor came into the family. Sir Peter departed this 
life, at an advanced age, about the middle of the reign of Edward 
in., and was succeeded by his son, 

7. Sir John Jemegan, of Somerleyton, who married Agatha, 
daughter of Sir Robert Shelton, of Shelton, in Norfolk, a knight 
€f very ancient lineage, who bore for his arms, azure, a cross 
Cr. It 18 not a little remarkable that this descent is entirely omittec} 
\y^ Blomefi^M* Sir John was succeeded by bis son^ 
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8. Sir John Jeniegaii,6f Somerleyton^lmty who upcmtbe death 
of his cousin. Sir John Noyoun, inherited the other moiety Of the 
Fitz Osbert estates, and married Joan De Kelvedon, the daughter 
and coheiress of Sir William De Kelvedon» of Kelvedon, in Essex, 
and the widow of Sir John Lowdham, of Frenae, in Norfolk. She 

. hore for her arms^ gules, a pall reversed, ermine, survived her 
hushand, and was found jointly seized of all his manors, at the 
time of his death, which happened on Thursday hefoie the Feast 
of the Annunciation, in the year 1375. His son, 

9. Sir John Jemegan, of Somerleyton, knt, succeeded him, 
and in 1374, married Margaret, daughter of Sir Thomas V]r De 
Lou, knt., (of ancient Norman extraction, who bore for his amu^ 
three wolves* heads, sable on a field argent,) upon whi6h marriage, 
the manors of Stonham and Horham were setded upon him by hii 
father. (Fines Suff, A9th Edw, IIL^ bettoeen John, son of Sif 
JohnJemeganp and Margaret, his xoijh. Sir John Jemegan and 
Joan, his wife, deforciants of the manor of Stonham- Jemtgam,) 
Sir John had issue, two sons dnd two daughters : 1. Thomas, \a& 
successor; 2. Humphrey, who died without issue, and was buried 
at Somerleyton, in 1446 ; (Weever p. 784^ 3. Alices married to 
John Cleresby, Esq.; and 4. Elizabeth, who married to John Gon- 
ville, of Gonville's manor, and of Rushworth, Esq. Sir John 
died in 1405, and was succeeded by 

10. Sir Thomas Jemegan, of Somerleyton, knt, who obtsdned 
a grant of free warren in Somerleyton, Flixton, and other manors 
here, in 1406. He married Joan Appleyard, daughter of William 
Appleyard, an esquire of ancient descent in Norfolk, t^ bore 
for his arms, azure, a chevron or, between three owls, aigent. They 
were buried under an altar tomb in the <;hancd of Somerleyton 
church. Sir Thomases successor was his son« 

11. Sir John Jemegan, knt., of Somerleyton, who married 
Agnes Darell, daughter of Sir John Darell, knt, of Cale Hill, in 
Kent. She bore for her arms, azure, a lion rampant or, ducs^y 
crowned, argent, and dying before her husband, was interred in St 
Olave's priory, at Herringfleet Sir John, on the marriage of his 
son with Isabel Clifton, in 1459, settled upon him the manor of 
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taihM-96mt^ fMgweisp to Mm tiieikiiiily seat at Somer- 
leytohfietiifftg^bntiself toCovCyh where he was tiving 

M 146^. He dqmrted this life in 1474. (Fines, 3Sth Henry 
^TI. Suf.) His wfll, which is dated in 1473, was proved the 9th 
of December in the following year, by the name of Sir John 
Jtoegan, imt, of Little Wiilingham, in Suj9blk,in which he directed 
his body to be buried, with that of his wife, in the priory of St. 
^ave, where his progenitors had been intoned. The Wirlingham 
manor he bequeathed tohis scm, Osbert, fer life, as also his manor 
gf Wathe Hall, in North Cove; to his eldest son, John, he 
]b(^u9«l;^ed the manors and advowsons of Somerleyton, Ston- 
ham-Jemegan, Horham-Jem^an, and Bradwell, and the foundation 
or advowson of the religious house of St Olave, besides legacies 
to his three daughters, who were nuns, viz. 1. Ann Jemegan, 
atBrusyard, in Su^lk, of the order of St Clare; 2. Thomasine 
Jemegany at Denny, in Cambridgeshire, of the order of Minoresses;, 
mi 3. Barbara Jemegan, at Campsey, in Suffolk, of the 
order of St. Augustine. Elizabeth, 4he other daughter of Sir Jolm;» 
was married to John Denton, Esq. He was succeeded by his son, 

12. Sir John Jemegan, of Somerleyton, knt. who, in 1459^ 
married Isabd, the daughter of Sir Gervase Clifton, knt. and died 
in the jvaip 1503, leavmg two sons. Sir Edward, his successoi^ 
and Sir Richard, with several daughters. 

A letter from this Sir John Jernegan has been published by 
Sir John Fean» in his Original Liters, vol. 1. p. 157, in which he 
idates the share he bore la the sea engagement off Calais, in the 
year 1458, which, for the amusement of my readers, as it is a 
eurioiis specimen of the epistolary stylie of composition at that 
period, I shall transcribe. 

** Unto my Worshipful Gonsin, Margaret Fasten, tfins letter 

be delivered in haste. " 

*^ Ri((ht Worshipfal, and my most best beloved Mistress 

*^ and Cousin^ I recommeud me tinto yon as lowly as I may, 

^ evermore desiring to bear of year g^d welfare; the which 

' ** I beseech Almighty Jesu to preserve yon, and keep yon to> 

*< his pleasure^ and to* your gracious heart's desire. 

^ And if it please yoo to hear of my welfare, 1 was in 
^ good hele at the making of this letter, blessed be God ; pray* 
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(( w«re at Norwich with yoa at this Trinity MaM or no^ ami 
^ how the matter doth between my mistress, Slanch Witchin- 
** bam, and me, and if ye suppose that it shall be brong^lit 
" about or no; and how ye feel my father, if he be wellwit- 
** lingf thejreto or no? Prayings you lowly that I may be re- 
" commended lowly unto my mistresSf Arblaster*^B Wife ; and 
<^ unto my mistress Blanch, her daughter specially. 

** Rig^ht Worshipful Cousin, if it {^ease you for Ineer of 
** such tidings as we have here, the basgett (the embassy) of 
** Burgundy shall come to Calais the Saturday after Corpus 
** Christi day, as men say, five hundred horse of them. 

'* Moreover, on Trinity Sunday in the morning, came 
^ tiding^ unto my lord of Warwick *, then there were 20 sait 
^ of shnps on the sea, and whereof there were 16 great ships 
^ of forecastle; and then my lord went and maimed fire ships 
** of forecastle, and three carvells, and Iburspynnes; and oa 
^ the Monday, in the morning after Trinity Sunday, we met 
^ together afore Calais, at four at the Clock in the morning, 
^ and fought together till ten at the Clock; and there we took 
^' six of their ships, and they slew of our men about four 
** score, and hurt a 200 of us right sore; and there were slain 
^ on their part about 120^ and hurt a 50O of them. 

*' And happed me, at the first aboarding of us, we took 
^ a ship of 360 ton, and I was left therein, and 23 men witb 
^ mc; and they fought so sore, that our men were fain to» 
^ leave them; and then come they and aboarded the ship that 
** I was in; and there I was taken, and was prisoner with 
*^ them six hours, and was delivered again for their men that 
<' were taken before; and, as men say, there was not so great 
'* a battle upon the sea this forty winters ; and, forsooth, we 
^ were well and truly beat; and my lord hath sent for more 
^ ships, and like to fight together again in haste, 

** No more I write unto you at«this time, bat that ilt 
*^ pTease you for to recommend me unto my right rercrend and 
**^ worshipful cousin, your husband, and mine uncle, Gour- 
^ nay, and to mine aunt, his wife; and to all good masters and 
** friends, where it shall please you ; and after the writing I 
^ have from you, I shall be at you in all haste. 

" Written on Corpus Christ! day, in great haste, by 
** your humble servant and cousin* 

» Calais^ 1458. " JOHN JERNYNGAN. '^ 
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Sir Richard Jemegan, the second son of this Sir John, attended 
King Henry VIII. in his wars in Flanders, and received there tlie 
honour of knighthood. (Nom, MiL in Bidl. Cotton.) He was 
tent by the same monarch, in 1523, as ambassador to the Emperor 
Charl^ v., then in Spain; (Lit, Pat. inter eviden. Costey) 
and a collection of his correspondence with Cardinal Wolsey, 
daring this embassy, is preserved amcmg the Harleian Manuscripts. 
Sir Richard was also one of the gentlemen of the privy chamber 
to the same King; for as Stowe, in his Chronicle, relates it, 
*^ certain gentlemen of the privy chamber, which, through 
** theKing*8 lenitie in bearing with their lewdnesse, forgetting them- 
** selves and their duty towards his grace, in being too familiar with 
'^ him,not having due respect to his estate and degree, were remo- 
**^ ved by order taken from the council, unto whom the king had 
given authority, to use their discretions in that behalf; and then 
were four sad and ancient knights put into the King*s privy cham 
•* ber, whose names were Sir Richard Wingfield, Sir Richard Jerne- 
" gan. Sir Richard Weston, and.Sir William Kingstone. " 

From the histories of the famous intarview between Henry 
Vni. and Francis I., at the Champ De Drap D'or, it appears that 
Sir Richard was an actor in all the feats of chivalry exhibited on 
that celebrated occasion. We learn also, from Hall, that at the 
setting up of the two great royal shields of France and England, 
by way of general challenge to all comers at tilt, tournament, 
and barriers, with those of their respective associated knights, that 
the shield of Sir Richard Jemegan, bearing three armed, 
buckles, gules, on a field argent, was suspended upon the same 
tree with that of a French knt. named Monsieur Brian. This 
valiant and distinguished gentleman, married Ann, daughter of 
Sir Guy Sapcotes, knt.,*but had no issue. Sir John, his father, 
having died, as beforestated, in 1503, (Regr, Gii, foU 34.J 
was succeeded by his eldest son, 

13. Sir Edward Jemegan, of Somerleyton, knt. who married two 
wives, first, Margaret, the only daughter of Sir Edmimd Beding- 
feld, of Bedingfeld, in Suffolk, and of Oxburgh, m Norfolk, knt. 
(ancestor of the present Sir Richard Bedingfeld, of Bedmgfeld 
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•and Oxburgh, bart^ who bore for her arms, ermine an eagle, 
displayed gules, and departing this life on the 24th March, 1504, 
.was interred in the chancel of Somerleyton church. By this 
lady he had issue six sons, viz. Sir John,, his successor at 
Somerleyton, Thomas, Oliff, Robert, Nicholas, and Edward, who 
all, except Sir John, died without issue. Sir Robert, the fourth son, 
was much famed for his valor, and was knighted by the Duke 
of Suffolk, at the taking of Mondidier, in France. (Hall, page 
120> He also greatly distinguished himself in Italy, under the 
French General Lautrech, who being commanded to proceed 
with his army, in which Sir Robert Jemegan had the command 
of two hundred horse, paid by our King, the Imperialists, knowing 
how much it concerned them to defend the kingdom of Naples, 
retired thither, with a small remnant of their army, and the French 
having lost by sickness the greater part of their troops, were 
compelled to raise the siege of Naples, after a blockade of four 
months. Lautrech the general, and Sir Robert Jemegan, were 
victims to the contagion. Sir Robert died on the 25th April, 1528, 
and was interred with military honors, his company being after- 
wards given to Master John Carew, his lieutenant. The valorous 
achievments of Sir Robert, in Henry VIII. wars, are detailed at 
length in HalVs Chronicles, and several others. 

The second wife of Sir Edward Jernegan, was Mary, daughter 
and coheiress of Richard, second son of the Lord Scroop, of Bolton, 
She survived him, and was afterwards married to Sir William 
Kingstone, knight of the garter. Sir Edward had issue by this second 
marriage, four sons and one daughter, viz. Sir Henry Jemegan,. or 
Jeraingham, of Huntingfield, and afterwards of Cossey, (ancestor 
of the present Lord Stafford}) Ferdinand; Edmund, gentleman 
of the privy chamber to King Henry VIII-, Edward, born 
after his father's death ; and Elizabeth, who was maid of honor 
to Queen Mary. Sir Edward died 6th January, 1515, and was 
jBucceeded by his eldest son, 

14. Sir John Jemegan, of Somerleyton, knt., who married Brid- 
get, daughter of Sir Robert Dniry, of Hawstead, near Bury, in this 
county, knt., who was descended from a very ancient family^ 
which took its name from a village in Normandy, from i^heace 
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thek ancestor came over to England with William the Conqueror. 
Sir Robert Dniry bore for his arms, argent, on a chief vert,* a 
cross tauy between two mullets, or ; CrcsU-r^. greyhound, courant, 
argent, collared, or. His daughter had issue, by Sir John Jemegan, 
thiee ions, Geoige, Robert, and John, and two daughten, Ann^ 
who married Sir Thomas Comwallis, and Elizabeth, who mar- 
ried Sir John Sulyarde, of Wetherden Hall, in Suffolk, knt, 
(of whom more hereafter) ancestor to the present Lady Stafford. 
Lady Sulyarde died in January, 1518, and is intared with her 
husband, under an handsome altar tomb,in the family chapd of 
the Sulyardes, in Wetherdon clmrch. Sir John Jemegaa was suo- 
ceeded by his eldest son, 

15. George Jemegan, of Someileyton, Esq. who was a repre- 
aeatative in Parliament for the burgh of Orford, in 1553, and 
married Eleanor Spdman, third daughter of Sir Henry Spdmao, 
of Naiburgh, and had issue six sons and four daughters. His fourth 
80D, Sir Thomasy with his cousin Sir William Drury, represented 
the county of Suffolk in Parliament in 1554. George Jemegaa 
was succeeded by his eldest son, 

16. Sir John Jemegan, of Somerleyton, knt, who married 
the Honourable Catherine Brook, daughter to Lord Cobholm, by 
whom he left issue four daughters and coheiresses, viz. I. Elizabeth; 
2. Catherine, who married Wymondham Carew, Esq *, 3, Frances, 
who married first. Sir Thomas Bedingfeld, of Bedingfeld and 
Oxburgh, knt., by whom she had two sons, and afterwards her 
cousin, Henry Jemegan, (or Jemingham,) of Costessey, Esq.*, and 
4» Margaret, married Thomas Ford, Esq. of Butley, in Suffolk. 

Having brought down the issue of Sir Edward Jemegan, of 
Somerleyton, knt, who died in 1515, by his wife Margaret 
Sedingfeld, to the four daughters and coheiresses of Sir John 
Jemegan, his great grandson, the male heirs by this marriage being 
•U extinct, I shall now return to the issue of Sir Edward Jeme- 
gan, of Somerleyton, knt who died in 1515, by his wife Margaret 
Bedingfeld, to the four daughters and coheiiesses of Sir John 
Jemegan, his great grandson, the male heirs by this marriage being 

• Playfair says Sir Robert bore argent a chief azure^ but 
this Is a mistake, see the arms in the windows of Hawstead church, 
fieettlao BttmontUofCs Heraldry. 
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by Maryt his second wife, d^gbter of lUohard Lord Sooopv ^ 
Solt$Ni«by wlionihehady .r 

to knftt TBcied^flABB^pitobafaftyto dEiitilt9iiia]ila»41ftiD% jNl»: 
tke«on«l€ytan bfMMb) oT Htaitiae^ wd WtegflcU,(aiaiAik»: 
and of Costesse^ia Jfoi^olk^ mi»'m&mu&%iti\m ^ KAmma a (^i\m^ 
Sjufiolk aad Noifeyc kiMghts who espouaied* on the demiae of £d- 
wand VL in 1555^ |he cause of •Queen Mary^ and pnoceede^^ M 
the head of his tenants and retaineiSf to join fb^ Qmeea »i^ 
Keoninghall, and afberwasds at Framljngham Castle hayis^g fyn^^ 
procloiinedher «l ;Norwich» on the 12th July. 

The mtefeit of tte Jomin^haiB fiemiiy umi reiry gmrt at- thii 
peiiiMl» in the counties 4s( McddSL and "SuAA^ partinnhriy ^Hat- 
iaflaenoe of 43ir fienry, in the n^i^oorhood of Yasauxith; bf^ 
which he was enabled at this very critical time, tfl^ itiioi ym 8 c M S C ii> 
of the fleet which had been stationed therefor the purpose of jQter- 
€^>tiiig the QueeDt in the event of her<atten^)tmg to qiut England.^ 
This successful enteiprize is thus related by Holllnshed^ in Im Cfal30« 
nicle, who says* that ** about this time six shi^, that wene. 
** spptmted to lie before Yaxmouth^ and to |uve taken the I^die 
^ Majiie^ ii sibe iutd fled that way» were*^^ by fojrce of weather^. 
** driven into the haiien, where Maister Jenungham was xaisi^gt 
** power on the Ladie Mane*s behalf^ who hearing theieoJ^ caiae 
thither, whereupon the captains took a boat, and went to their 
ships 3 but the sailors and soldiers asked Maister Jemingham, 
*♦ what he would have ? and whether he- wodd have their captkins 
** or no? and he said yea. Marrie, said'lliey, ye shaU havethinn, 
^ or we thrdwe them into the bc^tome of iSie sea. Btrt ilie captainif 
** said forthwith that they would serve Queen Mary wiffingly, atti 
** so brought forth their men, and conveyed with them the gr eat 
*' ordnance. Of the oomiog of these shi^ the Ladie Biarie was 
** woadei^ly joyocni, and aflerwai^ do\d}ted litde the duke*a 
^ puisaanee; b«it ^i^ien nevvi theKof was broi|ghtto the to«Meiv«fW)|i 
^ mm these began to draw backwacd, and^ter that wofd» ei ^ 
** greater mischief, was brought to thetower^thtft is so s&y,th»t thtf 
^ noblemen's tenants refused to serve their lords against Queen 
*• Marie.** 

A A 
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By this JJassage^ it appears that the flejrvioe performed by Sir 
Henry was of decisive importance to the Queen's interest* -for upon 
the newB reaching London, the comicil then assembled in ^he tower, 
began to dispene, and her Majesty advanced against the Duke of 
Northumberland, who was soon afterwards abandoned by his aimy, 
on his retreat firom Bury St. £dmund*s to Cambridge* 

For the loyal and eminent services of Sir Henry, the Queen 
proved herself sufficiently grateful; for, upon her accession to the 
throne, she immediately appointjed him vice-chamberlain, captain 
of the guard, master of the horse and of her household, and one of 
the privy council, keeper of tiie royal palace of Eltham, in Kent, 
and lieutenant of that county : her ]\(ajesty granted him also several 
large manors in Norfolk, Suffolk, Herefordshire, and Gloucestershire; 
and in particular those of Costessey, in Norfolk, and Winlgfield 
Gastle^ in Suffolk. 

He was one of the representatives in parliament for the latter 
county, in the first year of Queen Mary ; and his eldest son, Henry 
Jemingham, Esq. represented it in the 3rd and 4th years of the 
same reign. He continued firmly attached to the Queen during her 
leign, and as captain of the guard, was extremely active in suppres-' 
siiig the rebellion of Sir Tliomas Wyatt, and routed the rebels at 
Gluffin^-Cross, after their Mure at Whitehall, iii their attempt to 
follow their leader into the city. — (See Speed's Chronicle^ pp. 11' 
and 15,) 

Costessey, as already intin^ated, was the chief place of his resi-; 
denoe, where he pulled down the old hall, and erected the present 
mansion, which he finished in the year 1564; aiid it appears, from 
tl^e Evidences at Costessey, that he resided at the royal palace oC 
E^thaxn^ 4uring thje buildmg of his own mansion. 

Sir Heiuy married Frances, a daughter of Sir George Baynham, 
of Clowerwcdl, in Gloucestershire, knt. This lady brought the 
manor of Painswick into the family, and survivii]g her husband; 
departed this life at Costessey, 2drd December, ^1583, and was 
buried in the church of that parish. 

Sir Henry entertained Queen Elizabeth in her progress into 
Norfolk, at his house at Costessey ; but the unchangeable attach- 
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ment which he evinced to the ancient leligion of this redm^ seemt 
to hare precluded him from any favour at court under the govern- 
ment of Elizabeth. 

He had issue by his lady three sons, Henry, William, and 
Francis, and two daughters. Sir Henry depaurted this life at 
Costessey, and was buried in the church of that parish, on the 7th 
September, 1572, aged 63, (Fine. No. 429. Funer. Certif.Jznd 
was succeeded by his eldest son and heir, 

18. Henry Jemingham, of Costessey, Esq. who married, first, 
the Honourable Eleanor, daughter of William Lord Dacres, of 
Gillesland, (by Elizabeth, the daughter of GeorgeTalbot, fourth Earl 
of Shrewsbury, and Ann, his wife, daughter to Lord Hastings, 
chamberlain to King Edward IV.) by whom he had issue five sons 
and one daughter, the eldest of whom was Henry, his successor. 
His second lady was Frances, the daughter and coheiress of his 
cousin, Sir John Jemegan, of Somerleyton, widow, as before stated, 
of Sir Thomas Bedingfeld, by whom he had issue four children. 
In the second year of James I. he had an act passed to sell certain 
lands in Norfolk and Suffolk, ^ and among others in the latter 
county, the manor of Herringfleet, alias St. Olaves. He died 15th 
June, 1619, was buried in St Margaret's church at Westminster, 
(Fun. Certif, Herald's C^U.) and succeeded by his eldest son, 

19. Sir Henry Jemingham, of Costessey, who was created a 
baronet, 16th October, 1621. He married, in the 34th year of 
Queen Elizabeth, Eleanor, daughter of Thomas Throckmorton, 
of Throckmorton, in Worcestershire, and of Coughton, in War- 
wickshire, by Margaret, daughter and coheiress of William 
Whorwood, attorney-general to King Henry YIH. and sister to 
the Countess of Warwick. He had issue by this lady, three sons 
and two daughters: 1. John, who died during his father's life; 
i2. William^ 3. Thomas, who was knighted for his gallant beha- 
viour at the Isle of Rhe, under the command of Villiers, Duke of 
Buckingham, in 1627, being then only 19 years of age; 4. Cathe- 
rine; and 5. Elizabeth. The i^ily suffered much during Sir 
Henry*s life, from the civil wars and other causes, as appears by the 
vostssey Evidences. He died at Costessey, 1st September, 1646, 
and was buried in the church there. His eldest son, John Jeming- 
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"laxAf Aq. who dM in 1636, Kaviti^ mavried, in 1^1% Mary^ 
dkughter of Sir Franeis Mooie, of Fawiey, in Berfaliiie^. bast, 
had issue by her, Henry, Francis, and Dorothy. His aon» 

■r 

20« Sir HSenry Jiemingham, of CkMtessey, the second barcnet, 
siioceeded his grandfather, in 1646. He married Mary, daugiilar of 
^edlct Hafi, of High Meadow, in Gloucestershire, Esq. by wiiont 
he had Benedict, who died at Paris ; Francis, his successor, and cue 
daughter. His lady died Apiil dOth, 165% and was buried m 
Beo^htol churchy Surrey. Sir Henry died October 6th, 1680, and 
was fOQoeeded by his son, 

21. Sfar Fiancis Jemlnghani, of Cossey, the tfainl baronet, whtf 
ftumried Anne, daughter of Sir George Blouut, of Toolingloaa, ^ 
WorcesDMhire, bait., by whom he had seven sons : 1. John, hia 
sniocessor, baptized at Cossey, Sept 6, 1678; 2. George, baptiaed 
June 2, 1680^ 3. Charles, prc^Qsssor of physic, who married £liaabeth» 
daughter of Christopher Lord Teynham ; and this lady dyin^ 
without issue, November 14tb, 1736, he married, seccmdly, Frances.^ 
dieiught^ of Rowland Belasyse^ brother of Lord ViscounI 
Fauconberg, and dq>aited this life ^t Coeteasey, in the 73d year of 
his age, on the 28(h April, 1760, leaving no issue; 4^ Heor^j^ 
Jemingham, who suffried Mary, daughter of Nicholas Jonquet 
L'Eplne, andhad issue by her> five sons and thxee daughters.: via. K 
Franeia ; 2. Heory, who settled in .^nerica, in the provmce of 
liai^^d, died Nov. 20, 1722, leaving issue two sons and five 
daughtoB: viz. 1. Charlea Edward, died 1777, S. P.; 2. Henry 
Tobias, bom 176^ ; 3* Frances Henrietta* bom 1745, a nun* at 
Hngrave, in SuffoKk ; i* Mary, died in 1777 ; 5. Helosyia, mar- 
ried in 1779,. to John Lancaster, Bsq. of Charles County, Maryland^ 
by whccn she baa living four sons sood two daughters ; viz. 6. Anne 
J!^ardina,marfiedill 1787, Joseph Queen, Esq. by whom she had 
three soms and two daughters : 7. Olivia, married m 1785, to Henry 
HammersUy,^ £^, dkd ha 1793, leaving one son. The third son 
ofHenry JenunghMB and Mary L'Epine, was Charles, a general in 
the Imperial service^ who resided at Vienna, and married a German 
buly for his seeood wife, by wliom he had issue two sons, now 
tdi^Bg.. His first wife was the daughter of William Dickenson« 
<3i Wrijghllingtee^ in L«icashire|| Esq. The- fourth sou was Nicholas, 
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mho married tbe widow of tiid late Mr. Carte, the hktoriatty by 
"Whom be had no issue, and secondly the daughter of Ashe Windham^ 
of Fdbrigge, in Norfolk, Esq. and died in 1785. The fifth Hugh, 
H religious, in the convent of English Franciscans, at Douay, ih 
Vkfidets, who died at Dover, 1793. His three daughters weve 
Mary, Elizabeth, and Edwardina, nuns at Bruges, but came over tb 
England in 1794, with the remainder of the community, and set- 
tled at Hengrave, near Bury. The fifth son of Sir Francis Jemingham 
was Edward, who married Elizabeth, daughter of John Keighley, 
of Giay*s Inn, Esq. and had issue George, who died 17— -S. P. 
and Haurietta, a nun, at Pontoise, in France ; 6. Francis, of the 
order of Jesuits, who died in 1739; and 7. Richard Jemingham, 
who died young. Sir Francis had also two daughters, who were 
IMins in the English monastery of the Augustines, at Bruges, m 
Flanders : he died 26th August, 1730, aged 80 years, and was inter- 
led HI Costessey church. Anne, his lady, survived him, and at 
her death was interred near him, Feb. 17, 1735. 

^. Sir John Jemingham, of Costessey, the fourth bart. eldest 
ton, succeeded, and married, in 1704, Margaret, daughter of 
Sir Henry Bedingfeld, of Qxborgh, bart. but by her had no issue. 
Ife resided chiefly during the life of his father at Painswick, in 
Gloucestershire, and died at Bath, June 14, 1737, and was buried in 
(he cathedral of that city. He was succeeded by his second brother, 

93. Sk George Jemingham, of Costessey, the fifth baronet 
who was baptized June 2nd, 1680, and passed the greater part of 
his youth upon the continent. He returned to England in 1733, 
being tlien in his 54th year, and married Mary, niece to William 
Earl of Stafford, eldest daughter and at length heiress of Francis 
Plowden, Esq. of Plowden, in Worcestershire, by Mary Stafford 
Howard, daughter of the Honourable John Stafford Howard, 
yonnger son of Sir William Howard, Viscount Stafford, beheaded 
aomo 1680, by his wife, Mary Baroness Stafford in her own 
light, and Countess of Stafford for life, sole heiress of that great 
and illustrious &mily. 

Sir George had issue by this lady four sons and one daughter : 
viz. 1. John Jemingham, who died on the 30th Jime, 1757,, at 
Stonor, in Oxfordshire, in the 23rd year of his age; 2, WilUam 
Jemingham, bis successor; 3. Edward Jemingham, who distin- 
guished himself by many elegant literary publications ; and 4. Charles 
Jemingham^ a general officer in the service of the King of France^ 
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and Knic^t of Malta and of St Louis. The daughter was Maryi» 
vho died at four years of age at Camhray» in Flanders. Bir Geoige 
Heguted this life at Costessey, highly esteemed and lamented, on 
the 2l8t January, 1774, in the 94th year of his age, and was 
interred in. the chancel of that church. Mary, Lady Jerningham, 
his widow, survived him, and resided principally in Grosvenor 
Square, in London, where ^ died in. September, 1785, in her 
j^id year.. Sir George was succeeded by his eldest surviving son, 

24. Sir William- Jemingham, of Costessey, the sixth baronet, 
amd subject to a decision then pending in the house of lords, Baronr 
Stafford, of Stafford Castle, who, in June, 1767, married the 
Honourable Frances Dillon, eldest daughter of Henry, Seventh 
Viscount Dillon, of the kingdom of Irel^d, (by Charlotte Lee, 
eldest sister and coheiress of George Henry, second and last Earl 
of Litchfield, grandson and heir of Lady Charlotte Fitsroy, 
Countess of Litchfield, daughter of King Charles H.) By this 
marriage. Sir William had issue three sons and two daughters! 
viz, 1. Creorge William Jemingham, his successor; 2. William 
Charles Jemingham, who entering early into the Austrian service^ 
signalized himself by hi& distinguished bravery and conduet- during- 
the whole ofthe first French revolutionary war; having been present 
at the great battles foi^ht in Germany and Flanders, during the 
seven campaigns, from 1790 to the peace of Campo Formio^ 
when he quitted the Imperial service, and returned to his native 
country. He. died October, 1820, having married first, (5th 
October, 1303,) Anne, eldest daughter of Thomas Wright, of 
Fitzwalters, in the County of Essex, Esq., and by her (who died in; 
1813) had issue, 1. Lucretia;.'2. Edmund William; 3. Arthur; 
4. Louisa Mary;. 5. Charles William; 6. Gertrude; and 7. Frederick. 
His second wife was Anne, daughter of James Moore, £sq« of 
Mount Brown, in Ireland, the lineal descendant of the pow^lul 
0*Moore*s,.chieflains of Queen^s county, by whom he had no issue.^ 
The third son of Sir William was Edward Jemingham, barrister-at* 
law, of Lincoln's Inn, and of Painswick, in the county of Gloucester.^ 
He married, 15th October, 1804, Emily, the eldest surviving daughter 
of the late Nathaniel Middleton, of Townhill, in the county oC 
Southampton, Esq. and died 29th May, 1822,. leaving issue by his. 
widow, who died 24th June following, 1. Charles Edward; 2..C1&»' 
mentina;. 3. Valentine Robert (since dead); 4. John; 5, James.. 
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Sir William's two daughters were, 1. Mary, bom at Costessey, 
in 1769, and dying at the age of four years, was buried in the chan- 
cel of that church; and Charlotte Georgina, who, in 1795, was 
married to Sir Richard Bedingfeld, of Bedingfeld and Oxburgh^ 
bart. by whom she has had issue, 1. Frances, married to the Right 
HoBOuraUe William Lord Petie, of Thorndon Hall, in Essex, and 
dying in 1822, left issue two sons and two daughters; 2. Matilda, 
married to Stanley Cary, Esq. of Follaton, in the county of Devon 3 
3L ^^gnes, married to Molineuxe Serle, Esq, of Bolton Hall, in 

4. Henry; 5. Charles; 6. Edward (deceased) ; 7. Charlotte j^ 

8. Felix. Sir Richard and his highlyraccomplished lady, have 
now resided for some years at Ghent and in its neighbourhood^ 
where they exercise the same unostentatious hospitalities, benevo> 
lence, and beneficence, that obtained for them the esteem and, 
affections of their friends in England. 

Sir William Jemingham inherited through his mother, who 
was maternally descended from the great &mily of Stafford, the. 
baronial castle of that town, with several other estates, formerly a 
part of the vast possessions of Edwaid Stafford, Duke of Bucking- 
ham, the last High Constable of England, who fell one of the 
victims to the tyranny of King Henry VHI. and was beheaded for 
pretended treason against that monarch, in the year 1521. Stafford 
Castle, however, with some other estates, together with the ancient 
fee barony of Stafford, having been restored to the Duke of 
Buckingham'^s son, Henry Lord Stafford, they became at length 
vested in Sir William Jemingham, as sole heir of the body of the said 
Henry Lord Stafford ; and had it not been for the attainder of the 
Duke of Buckingham, in the reign of King Henry VUL, all the 
other fee honours vested in that nobleman, must necessarily have 
descended to Sir William Jemingham, viz. the High Constableship 
of England, the Earldoms of Hereford, Essex, &c. and several 
ancient Baronies. 

Upon the death of the late Lady Anastasia Stafford Howard, 
Baroness Stafford, on the 27th of May, 1807, Sir William 
Jemingham presented to the King his petition of right to be 
summoned to Parliament, as Baron Stafford, of Stafford Castle, 
he being th6 sole heir of the body, as well of Henry, the restored 
Lord Stafford; son and heir of Edward Stafford, last Duke of 
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great great graad-daughier and heiieBB, who was «Ato aetlbfsd 
BaroDen Stafford, by Irtteis patent, in liie 16th year of Gharlaa 1^ 
and became the wife of Sir William Howard, Vitcoant Staffiwd, 
aa before mentioned. 

In May 1808, the petition of Sir WilHam JemingbnB was 
referred by his Majesty to the House of Lords; and tbe elaan was 
pending before this tribunal, when the death of that tndy soble . 
and amiable gentleman took place on the 14th of August, 1809, aft 
t!ie venerable seat of his ancestors, at Gostessey, in the 74th year of 
his age, and was interred on the 22d of the samemonth, with gieat 
solemnity, in the &mily chapel there. Sir William employed Ma 
leisure hours in improving, upon a very extensive scde, theestatrat 
Gostessey, the manor of which is described by Blomefield, b» beiag 
the largest in the county of Norfolk, extending itseif into twenty;, 
four parishes, over which it has the superioiity in as ais^ mmanner 
as the lord of the hundred haa over the rest. In tbe executioa of his 
object. Sir William displayed the greatest poasible taste, and has> 
certainly rendered Gostessey Park one ctf the most beauti^ spots in 
tiie county. ButthegreatesUomameatto this ancient demesne andre- 
sidence, was the erectk)n of the present tioble chapel, under tbe.direc- 
tion of his lamented and accomplished son, the late Edwaid 
Jemingham, Esq. It is enriched with many glowing specimena of 
glass, ** painted in tiie olden time," with mnch gold plate, and rich 
copes and vestments, of considerable splendour and antiquity ; and. 
an altar, moat profiaely embellished with the pious oblations and 
gifts of tiie various meaDohea of this distinguished £uuily, ^o loqg 
devotedly attached to the religion of their fothers. 

He was succeeded by his eldest son, 

25. The Right Honorable George William Jemingham, Loid 
Stafford, Baron Stafford, of Stafford Gastle, in the county of Stafford, 
tbe seventh baronet, whose seats are Stafford Gastle, Shiffhal Manor, 
in the county of Salop, and Gostessey Park, who, by an act of 
parliament passed in the fifth year of his present Majesty, for re- 
versing the attainder of William late Viscount Stafford, succeeded 
thereto as heir male. His Lordship married in 1799, Prances 
Henrietta Sulyarde, one of the daughters and coheiieases of the 
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thiscoanty, the last male hekof that aacieat funily^ of which I 
shail here subjoin a brief memoir. 

The Sulyardes very early obtained a grant of fiee warren at We- 
therden, which was confirmed to John Snlyarde» Esq. who^died^ 
seized of it in the 8th year of Edward IV. This gnmt watf 
again confirmed to Sir John Sulyarde, and Anne his wife, m te« 
first of Richard HI. Sir John, who was Lord Chief Justioe ^ 
England, was much celebrated for his learning and accompttshmcmti^ > 
and married a daughter and coheiress of John Andrews^ Esq. of • 
Bailham, in Sufic^k, by Elizabeth Scratton, who. was lineally 
descended from Humphrey De Bohun, Earl of Hereford and 
Essex, by his Countess Elizabeth* daughter of King Edwaxdl, 
Sir John Sulyarde repaired the parish church of Wetherden, added 
a very large aisle, and rebuilt the chancel, round which and the 
porch are carved the armorial bearings of his family, from an 
early period to his own time, very finely executed, wilb theif 
different alliances. The old hall in this parish, the xesidetice of the 
family, was a noble building, but has long since been in ruins* 
It continued to be their seat until the reign of Queen Mary, when 
Sir John Sulyarde, the descendant of the first Sir John, obtained a 
grant of Haughley Park. -This gallant gentleman was tiie first 
soldier who appe8u:ed in -anns for Queen Mary, mainly conttabnted'] 
to place her upon the throne of her ancestors^ and afterwaida Ud i' 
a very distinguished place in her confidence and councilst, Thft^ 
Quel's mandate to Henry Bedinglelde, Esq. requiring him tfli^. 
execute Sir John Sulyarde's commands in tiiia important affitis, ift'. 
still extant, in the following words— « 

<' MARY THE QUEEN. 

^ Heary Bedingfelde, 

^ Theys ar to require and commaimde you to g ive most fHyth» 
'' fUll and assured orders to this berer our tmstie and wellxbelo^ed 
*< syieat Sur John Sulyarde ; and in any wyse as ye love ns and te»o 
** dre our favor not to fkyle to aceonplish and pntte in eseentlaft 
'< that which he shall declare unto you from us to be our fleaawre^ 
" 80 fare ye hartyle well. From Fframsn} the S3 off Jan.** 

B B 
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Sir John Svlyaide had bcfoi paiticiiUHrly active for fbt QaBea>' 
in whose bdialf he had anned a large body of his taunlB aod 
retainers. A tradition in the family (the faithful preserver of many a- 
&ct which history has overlooked or forgotten) says, that when 
her Bfajesty fled from Kenninghall, she rested for one njght al . 
Wetherden HaU» the seat of Sir John, from whence she dejpaxted 
the next morning on horseback behind him, on her journey to 
Framlingham Castle, which place she had chosen, the better ta 
enable her to open a communication with the Emperor and her 
friends in Flanders. 

To reward the Services of Sir John, the Queen made him a: 
grant of Haughley Park, where he built the fine old mansion now^ 
standing there ^ and died m the twelfth year of Elizabeth. He was^ 
succeeded by his son Edward; who faithiully adhering to the* 
religion of his ancestors, during that stormy period, sufiered the 
greatest privations for recusancy, he being one of the first recusant 
convicts upon the record of fines taken at that period. His loyalty 
and attachment to the interests of the country, however, under this 
oppression, remained unshaken, as is sufiiciently manifested in the 
declaration signed by him, on the 24th October, 1588. 

That the reader may form some idea of the mannas in whiclv 
this gentleman was treated, in common with other recusants, I ahaU 
tianacribe the following passage from the notes to Doctor LingardV 
History of England, the facX% of which were collected by him from 
Mr. Sulyaide*s Papers, now in the possession of his descendant,. 
Lady Stafford, at Costessey. 

** In 1586, the Queen, finding that many of the recusants were 
imable to pay the lull amount of the fines, to which they were 
liable by statute, consented to grant them some indulgence, on 
condition that they should pay an annual composition. By Mr, 
Siilyarde, £40 per annum was offered. I know not what sum was 
accepted: but he received permission to remain at his own house, 
under a protection from Secretary Walsingham, forbidding him to- 
be molested, * he having bene a iong tyme rtstrayned •/ hw 
liiertie/or fmtitcr of religion* 
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*< It appears, tiiftt the fines due from him to the Queen, leo qued 
Ipae non adivit, Anglice, did not repair, ad,, aliquam eoclesiaav 
capellam sive locum usualem communis precationis per .ftpatiunjt 
69 mensiam/ amounted to £1,380, of which he had paid only 
£540.; for the payment of the remaining £840, withm the space 
of three years, he found two sureties, Thomas Tyrrel and Edward 
Sulyarde, of Penning, Esqrs. 

** On the approach of the armada, he was thrown into prison, 
together with other recusants ; but having in October, 1588, sub« 
scribed a declaration, that the Queen was his lawful sovereign, 
notwithstanding any excommunication whatsoever, and that he 
would be always ready to defend her with his life and goods, against 
the force of any prince, pope, potentate, prelate, or whatsoever 
other her enemy, he obtained leave to go to Ms estate, for the pur- 
pose of raising money, but on condition that he should repair to 
London, against Hie 10th of March, and be confined in a private 
house. He obeyed, and was bound in a penalty of £2,000 not tO 
depart out ctf the house, or the appurtenances thereof. 

" In October, 1591, he obtained the liberty of walking out, 
having first bound himself under the same penalty ; viz. not to go 
beyond the sea, or more than six miles from the place of his 
confinement, and to present himself before the council, within ten 
days, whenever notice should be left for that purpose at the house 
aforesaid, * until he should have conformed and yielded himself 
unto the order for religion, and for coming and resorting te 
divine service, established 61/ act of parliaments 

•* la 1594, on a rumour of invasion, he was confined, with 
other recusants, in the castle d Ely. In autumn, leave was given 
him to go to his own house for fourteen days, and sfterwards to 
choose the house of some friend, where he might be confined, 
Hnder the usual restrictions and penalties. 

** In 1595, he procured the indulgence of having his own 
house for his prison : and in 1598, was permitted to leave it for the 
space of six weeks. 

'* In 1599, on another rumour of invasion, he was again con- 
fined in the castle of Ely ; but as soon as the danger was over, he 
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** Doriog this time* besides the composition to the Queen, he was 
ftpcaaionally compelled by privy seals, to lend money, which was 
never repaid; occasionally to find a trooper, fiilly equipped for the 
Queen^s service; and often to appear in person before the council 
or the archbishop. 

^ Sadi was the harassing a&d degrading life which this unfor- 
tanaie gendcman was compelled to lead, for the sole offence of not 
oonfionniog to a woohip whidi was contrary to his conscience.** 

Sir John Sulyarde, his successor, had part of the penalties and 
fbifeitiiresy whicb had been extorted from him, remitted by King 
James L who conferred upon him the honour of knighthood, and 
also upon his son Edward, during his Other's life. At the great 
rebellion, the family again suffered in the person of Sir Edward, 
who was placed under confinement, and obliged to submit, during 
the usurpation of Oliver Cromwell, to tlie loss of two thirds of 
his^tate; which he however recovered at the restoration, and 
was also set at tiberty. He married the daughter of William Lord 
Stourton; but dying without issue, the estate devolved on his next 
brother, Ralph, who married Elizabeth, the daughter of James 
WHford, Esq. of Wandsworth, and by her had a numerous issue. 
This ancient family gradually descended in the exercise of unlimited 
hospitality, at HaugMey Park and Wetherden, to the late Edward 
Sulyarde, Esq. the last male heir to the honours of this distinguished 
noe, who left three daughters and coheiresses j 1. Sophia, married 
to John Gary, Esq. second son of the late George Cary, Esq. of 
Torr Abbey, county of Devon; 2. Lucy, married to Hugh Smythe, 
Esq. son of Sir Edward Smythe, Bart of Acton Burnell, Co. 
Salop } and 3. Frances Henrietta, the present Lady Stafford. 

Bat to Fetum to the Jeiningham pedigree. 

Lord Stafford has issue by her Ladyship, six sons and six 
daughters; viz. I. Charlotte Georgina, married 6th August, 1823, to 
T. Atennder Fraser, Esq. of Lovat, Stracben, and of Beaufort Castle, 
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Cd. &iv«nies$, K. 6. ; 2. fieniy Valentine; 3. Frances Sophia and 
4. Georgiga Susan, (twins) ; 5. Edward ; 6. Georg:e Sulyarde; 7. 
Charles William; 8. Mary Althea, (died 3rd November, 1813) ; 9. 
Laura Maria; 10. William; IL Francis Hugh; and 12. Isabella 
Mary. 

Sir William Jemingham, the late Baronet, having presented 
hh petition of rights to the King for his summons to parliament 
as Baron Stafford, of Stafford Castle, and the Lords having lately 
acknowledged the legitimacy of tlie claim, and agreed to issue their 
simimons, and his Majesty having graciously reversed the attainder 
of Viscount Stafford, who was bdieaded in 1680, it may be neces- 
sary to state concisely the descent of the present Lord Stafford 
from tliat great and noble family. 

Ralph, first Earl of Stafford, K. G. 1372, married Margery, 
daughter and heiress of Hugh de Audley, Earl of Gloucester, by 
Isabella, daughter and coheiress of Gilbert de Clare, (Earl of 
Gloucester) by whom he had issue 

Hugh, second Earl of Stafford, K. G. who married Phillipptt» 
daughter of Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, by whom ht 
had issue three sons, 

Thomas, third Earl of Stafford, who died in 1393; 

William, fourth Earl, who died in 1395; and 

Edmund, fifth Earl, who married Anne, daughter of Thomas 
Plantagenet, of Woodstock, Duke of Gloucester, younger son of 
King Edward III. and dying in 1405, left issue by her, 

Humphrey, sixth Earl of Stafford, and Duke of Buckingham^ 
who died in 1460; and by Anne, his wife, daughter of Ralph, 
first Earl of Westmoreland, by Joan, daughter of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster, had issue two sons, 

Humphrey, seventh Earl of Stafford, and John Stafford, who 
was created K. G. and Earl of Wiltshire, and married C. Greene. 

Humphrey, the seventh Earl, died in 1455 ; and by Margaret, 
daughter and coheiress of Edmund, Duke of Somerset, had issue, 

Henry, second Duke of Buckingham, K. G. who maxried 
Oatherme, sister and cdidress of Richard Earl Rivers ; by whom 
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lieliad two sons, Edward, tbiid Duke of Bnckingfaan^ aad 

Eari of Wiltshire, K. G. 1523^ whomairied Muriel, sister to John 

Grey, Viscount Lisle. 

Edward Stafford, third and last Duke of Buckingham, K. G. 
Iiereditary High Constable of England, Eaii of Hereford, £sBe3c, 
Korthampton, and Stafford; who was lineally descended from the 
before mentioned Thomas Plantagenet, of Woodstock, younger son 
of King Edward HL married Eleanor, daughter of Henry Percy, 
Ibuith Earl of Northumberland; by whom he had Henry, (of 
whom hereafter) and a daughter, Elizabeth, who became the second 
wife of Thomas Howard, third Duke of Norfolk, £. G. Earl 
Blarshal of England, (whose first wife was Anne Plantagenet, 
third daughter of King Edward IV.) 

The Duke of Buckingham was beheaded in the 13th year of 
Henry VIII. His only son, 

Henry Stafford was restored in blood in the first year of 
Edward VI. but admitted only to the Barony of Stafford. He 
married Ursula, daughter of Sir Ricl;Lard Pole, K. G., by Margaret 
Plantagenety only surviving child and heiress of George Duke of 
Clarence, brother to King Edward IV., and dying in 1563, waft 
succeeded by his son, 

Edward, Baron Stafford, who married Mary, daughter of 
Edward Stanley, K. G. third Earl of Derby, by Dorothy, the 
daughter of Thomas Howard, second Di&e of Norfolk, by whom 
be had a son, 

Edward, who succeeded his fcither as Baron Stafford, and 
married Isabella, daughter of Thomas Forster, of Tong Castle, Esq., 
and died in 1625, having had issue a son. 

The Honourable Edward Stafford, who married Anne, daughter 
of Sir James Wilsford, Knt., and died in the lif^^time of his father, 
leaving issue one son, Henry, afterwards Lord Stafford, and a 
daughter, Mary. 

Mary Stafford, who became sole heiress of her brother, 
Henry Lord Stafford, was created Baroness of Stafford, by 
letters patent, in the 16th year of Charles I., and afterwards 
a Countess in rank for life. She married Sir William Howard^ 
K. B., (second surviving son and younger brother of Henry 
Earl of Anmdel, ancestor of the present Dake of Norfolk) 
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afterwaids created Baton Staffoidy by letters patent, in the I6tir 
year of Charles I., and also Viscount Stafford, (who waetf 
beheaded in 1680) by whom she had two sods and a daughter; 
1. Henry, (of whom afterwards) ; 2. the Honourable John Staffi>rdl 
Howard, who married Mary, daughter of Sir John Southcote, of 
Merstham, in the County of Surry, Knt and dying in 1714, left 
issue, William, who became the second Earl and Baron of StafR)rd; 
John Paid, the four& Earl and Baron of Stafford ; and Mary Staffbid 
Howard, (of whom afterwards). The daughter was Anasfasia, who 
married George Hohnan, Esq., from whom descends tiie pvesent 
Francis Eyxe, of Hassop, in the County of Derby, Esq. 

Henry, the eldest son, was created Earl of Stafford, in the 4Qs 
year of King James XL, in the lifetime of his mother, after whose 
death he succeeded to the Barony of Stafford ; but dying without 
issue, the title devolved on William, the eldest son of the Honour- 
able John Stafford Howard : 

Which Wiiham became the second Earl and Baron of Stalford, 
as already noticed, and died in 1734, leaving issue, WiUiaxn. 
Matthias, and a daughter, Anastasia. 

William Matthias, the third Earl and Baron of Stafford, died 
without issue in 1750, and was succeeded by his uncle, 

John Paul, fourth Earl and Baron of Stafford, the second son of 
the Honourable John Stafford Howard, who also died without issuer 
in 1762, and was succeeded by . . . 

Lady Anastasia StafiR)rd Howard, Baroness of Stafford, being 
sole surviving heiress of her l»x)th» and uncle, the third and 
fourth Earls and Barons of Stafford. She died wi&out issue, 26th. 
April, 1807. 

Mary Stafford Howard, the only daughter of the Honourable 
John Stafford Howard, married Francis Plowden, of Plowden, Esq. 
and dying in 1765, left an only daughter, 

Mary Plowden, who married Sir George Jerningham, BarL 
and died in September, 1785 , leaving issue. 

Sir Wiiham Jerningham, the late Baronet, who presented his 
petition of right to be summoned to parUament as Baron Stafford^, 
and married the Honourable Frances, dau^te^ of the late Viscoudfc 
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DiHon* and had issue as already stated* tbeelaim A^^^'^w^ff^ l&i^ 

eldest son* 

The Right Honourable George William Jemingfaam, Loid' 
Sta£R>rd» Baron Staffbxd, ci Stafford Castle, restored by act of 
parliament passed in the fifth year of his present Majesty King; 
George IV . as before mentioned. 

His Lordship's Armorial Bearings are, argent, three aiming 
buckles, gules. 

Crat^—Thou^ aititled by descent to several cognizances,, his 
Lordship at present useth only one, namely, a Mcon, proper, rising 
out of a ducal coronet, or. 

Supporters — On the dexter, a lion rampant, argent, with a 
ciescent for difference; on the sinister, a swan, with wings ^cpanded, 
tfgent, beak'd and member'd sable, gorged with a dtieal coronet' 
per pale, gules, and sable. 

Mo//oe5— Abstulit qui dedxt Stafford. — Virtus basis vitae. 
Jbrningham. 

The Hall at Somerleyton, the residence for a 
long series of years of this noble family, stands in 
a park, beautifully and tastefully planted. A fine 
^rove of limes decorate it at one end, and are scat- 
tered with other trees, in great variety, over the 
whole range of this highly verdant enclosure. The 
situation of the house may fully justify the enthusi- 
astic expression of Puller, who, visiting it, exclainsed^ 
^'that it well deserves the name of Summeriy, be- 
cause it was always summer there, the walks and 
gardens being planted with perpetual greens.^' The 
mansion was built by Sir John Jernegan, the last 
resident of that family, and subsequently became the 
favourite retreat of the great Admiral Sir Thomas 
Allen, who succeeded the Wentworths in the pos- 
sestton of the estate, and is now one of the occa- 
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sional residences of his descendant) the Rey* Geof^ 
Anguish. ]t is a brick buildings having ^ high roof, 
mth dormers, stone pilasters, and a cornice. Thie 
quoins and dressings of the windows are of stone ; 
the centre is very bold and imposing, and the 
exK^niities have curved pediments, terminating ia 
scrolls, of considerable magnitude. The windows 
in the great ball are gorgeously decori^ted with 
heraldic figures and arms^ the tinted apd glowing 
blazonry of which insensibly carry the thoughts 
back to the chivalry of that age, in which the 
more ancient of them were set np by tlieir j^rsl; 
honourfEtble possessor. 

^' A slanting ray of evening light 

« Shoots through the yellow pane 9 

^ And makes the feded crimson bright, 
^* And gilds the fringe agam." 

The upper comps^rtment of the stained glass 
exhibits— - 

1. The efBgy of Sir Peter Fitz Osbect, i^ chain armour, hpld- 

ing on his left arm, an heater shield, with the coat of 
Fitz Osbert. 

2. The effigy of his daughter Isabella, with the arms of hqr 

first husband. Sir He^ry Walpole, and those of h^ 
second. Sir Walter Jemegan.-rA %ure, in stained gladS;^ 
exactly similar to this, is in the possession of tl^e Righj^ 
Honourable Lord Stafford, at Costessey. 

3. The effigy of Francis Jemingham, the wife of Thomas 

Bedingfeld, Esq. and afterwards of Henry Jemiog* 
ham> Esq. with their arms. 

4. Sir John Waitworth*s sprms, ^md those of hjs il^4i^« 

5. The arms of Thomas Gameys, Esq. 

c c 
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6. Those of Admiral Sir Thomas Allen, Bart, and his second 

Lady» Elizabeth Anguish. 

The lower compartment contains — 

7. The arms of Sir Thomas Allen, alias Anguish, Bart. 

8. Those of Thomas Anguish, Esq. and of his brother, the 

Rer. George Anguish, the present possessor. 

9. The arms of Thomas Anguish, Esq. Accountant General of 

the High Court of Chancery, and those of his lady, 
Sarah Henley, (of Docking, in Norfolk) parents of the 
present lord of this manor. 

10. The armorial bearings of his Grace, Francis Godolphin 
Osborne, Duke of Leeds, K. G. and Amelia, Baroness 
Conyers, in her own right, his first Dutchess. 

11. The arms of his Grace, Francis Godolphm Osborne, 
Duke of Leeds, K. G. and his Dutchess, Catherine, 
(daughter of Thomas and Sarah Anguish) sister of 
the Rev. George Anguish. 

12. The arms and quarterings of Lord Sydney Godolphin 

Osborne, only son of his Grace the Duke of Leeds, by 
his Dutchess Catherine Anguish. 

The apartments are of excellent proportions. 
In the north drawing-room^ which is wainscotted 
mth oaks that formerly grew in the park, are 
some beautiful specimens of carvings by the inge- 
nious Gibbons^^ consisting of ducks, partridges, 
and ears of corn. The hall is of very fine propor- 
tions, and frequently used as a dining-room in the 
summer, haying, on its east side and south end, 
a noble gallery, the ballustrades of which are 
extremely large, the work also of Gibbons and his 
pupils. [May the writer of this account be ex- 
cused for observing, that this would be an excellent 

* For an account of Gibbons, see tbe last edition of Eyelin's Anecdotes. 
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and appropriate sUuatiou for a series of marine 
paintings, by that eminent artist, William Joy, of 
Yarmouth, in which should be exhibited the ever 
memorable exploits of the hospitable proprietor's 
gallant ancestor, the famous Admiral Sir Thomas 
Allen?] 

This fine old mansion conveys a just idea of the 
knightly residences of our ancestors, at the period 
of its erection. The solitude that reigns in its yici- 
nity, the cawing of the numerous rooks, which, 
for ages, have preserved their airy habitations amid 
the clustering branches of the loftier limes, with 
the restoration to the park of its ancient inhabit- 
ants, the fallow deer, would give it an appearance 
of feudal grandeur, at this time rarely excelled. 

There are two other good seats in the vicinity 
of the Hall. On the opposite side of the road, at a 
short distance from it, is the elegant modem rectory 
house 9f the Rev. E. M. Love, standing upon a gentle 
eminence, nearly encompassed with some very 
thrifty trees. Further on is the seat of Cammant 
Money, Esq. which for the natural beauty of 
its situation, may vie with any other mansion in 
this neighbourhood. This gentleman's estateis richly 
decorated with trees and foliage, and possesses a 
beautiful piece of water, named the Wicker WelL 
The banks of this luxuriant lake are fringed with 
drooping shrubs, that contrast finely with the lofty 
trees near them, and impart to the dark, still waters 
of the Well, a character of pensive interest, more 
easily to be conceived thw described. 
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Vety ilear tte ftall park^ is the village church of 
SbmfierfeytoD, dedicated to St. Mary ; a neat plle^ 
bbnsififtingbf a liave, north aisle, chancel, and belfry i 
ivith a sdtath porch, and square tower, containing; 
thte bellff. The nave and chancel are ceiled with 
wood; but the north aisle, which is much lower, is 
of ([flaister. The altar is elevated, and ascended by 
Aifte st^ps of wood, having a painted decalogue 
uliAer the window. The north aisle has a window 
e^tward, and another to the west. At the north- 
l^ast corner of the chancel, is a venerable altar-^ 
tliiab of ^ Thomas Jemegan, who married Joan 
A^Ieyard, of Dunston, in Norfolk. Weever, quo-( 
ting Camden's Remains, page 329, respectiiig this 
monument, says^ he was buried cross-legged^ ai^ 
had iqK)n his gravestone these words — 

Jesu Christ, bdih God and Man, 
Save tby servant Jemegan; 

Ti^at lie wks thils Interred after the maltoer 6t 
i&e Knights Tfemplars is extremely probable^ for tUe 
Hiiffiibig t;rbss^l^gged, in token of the banher 
elf iOitf^ knfghfs w^s a practice of interment 
IWig ^fWIdwed by the christian church, subsequent 
tb-the Ci'tiiliders'flfttes, aild was not entirely disc6n* 
tftitea %r k^is aftgr 'that 6rddr w&.s abolished* 

^ tn ail probability the humble and pious suppli- 
cation, mentioned by Camden, appeared upon the 
mtbnument in Ms time. I conjecture it to have 
been cut round the ^edges, where a slight indenta*^ 
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tion is visible, although tio vestiges of t)ie letters 
retnain ; but there are two matriees yet discernible, 
from which the brasses have been reaved. The 
fact> however, of its being the monument of Sir 
Thomas, is sufficiently established by the arms^ 
which are perfect. On the south side, are three 
shields: that in the middle contains the coat of 
Jernegan> argent, three arming buckles, gules^ 
The escutcheon on the right, has the anas o£ 
Appleyard, azure, a chevron, or, between tfarc^e 
owls, argent. The left shield is Jernegan impaling 
Appleyard ; and one at the west end of the monu- 
ment, with the coat of Jernegan alone. Canadeo 
supposed it to be the monument of Sir Richimi 
Jernegan, Privy Counsellor to Henry VIII. ; ibut he 
is certainly incorrect in his supposition, for the 
appearance of the monument is considerably ante* 
rior to the time of Henry Vltl. and the arms af 
Appleyard, with those of Jernegan, satisfactoiilj 
prove the contrary. The arms of Sir Thomas and 
his Lady were remaining in the chancel windows 
when Blomefield wrote his History of Norfolk, but 
they have now quite disappeared. The first wife of 
Edward Jernegan, Esq. who i^as afterwards 
knighted, was interred here. The brasses are 
lost; but Weever has preserved the following 
inscription, (fol. 784) — 

** Margaret Jernegan the wyef of Edward Jernegan* Esquyer^ 
daughter of Sir Edw. Bedingfelde, knt. which Margaret dyed th9 
XXIIU. of Marche, Anno MDIIU." 
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Bot the Jcrnegan arms impaling Bedingfeld^ 
Und the effigy formerly there, have been remored. 

Over the altar- tomb is a black tablet, to the 
hiemory of Thomazine Allen, the wife of Ashhurst 
Allen, who died 16th September, 1749. Near 
this is another white marble tablet of Mrs. Amy 
Norris, daughter of John Norris, of Witton, by 
Caroline, daughter of Colonel Piayters, and above 
are two hatchments of arms . The next is a stately 
black tablet, to Sir John and Lady Anne Wentworth, 
with a latin inscription, and t^ro polished white 
nkarble busts of Sir John and his Lady, both quarter 
lengths. The lady appears in a plain garment, but 
Sir John is represented in half armour, with a 
peaked beard ; above are the Wentworth arms, in 
white marble, and beneath, is an escutcheon, with 
azure, a saltier, ermine, between four eagles dis- 
played, or, empaling, 1st. and 4th gules, a chevron 
between three malletts, or, 2d azure, two bars 
genielle, and a canton or, charged with a tun, 
gules, 3rd gules, six annulets or. On the same 
Bide, nearer the nave, is a white tablet, to the 
memory of Mary Love, mother of the Rev. John 
Love, A. M. rector of the pari:$h, who died 28th 
September, 1777: and beside it, another neat white 
marble, bearing this inscription — 

Sacred to the memory of John Love, A. M. 46 years rector 
of Somerleyton and Blundeston, who died Dacember 13th, 1816, 
liged 73 years. 
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In a niche of the south wall, is a black marblo 
tablet^ with a white bust, thus inscribed-— 

Near this place, lies interred Sir Thomas Allen, Bart. • whose 
unshaken fidelity to his sovereign, Charles ye. 2nd, was rewarded 
with many marks of his royal favour, having had the honour of 
serving him as Admiral in his fleets in the British and Mediter* 
ranean seas. Controller of the Navy, Captain of Sandgate Castle, 
and master of the Trinity House. He died in 1686, in ye. 73. year 
of his age. 

Near the steps of the altar, is a small memorial 
of John, the infant son of John and Elizabeth 
Garneys, who died in February, 1660. The arms 
on the stone^ are argent, a chevron engrailed^ 
azurcy between three escalops, sable, empaling, 
gules, a chevron, between three mallets, or. Hie 
church yard, which is very retired, contains 

* Sir Thomas Allen, the gallant and distinguished admiral^ was 
early trained to the naval profession, in which he subseqllently 
rose to the highest honours. He was a warib and steady snpportef 
of royalty darings the usurpation of Oliver Cromwell, and at the 
restoration received an appointment in the navy. He was sent as 
commander in chief, in 1664, to the Mediterranean; and In the spring 
of the following year, at the commencement of the Dutch war, 
he intercepted their Smyrna fleet, of about forty sail of shipsi 
under the convoy of four of their largest men of war. Sir Thomas's 
fleet consisted of eight ships, and^ after a very sharp engagement) 
in which the Dutch commander was killed, he succeeded la ca|^ 
toringf four of the enemy's richest vessels. At the memorable fight 
off Lowestoff, in 1665, and in the battles off the Flemish coast and 
the North Foreland, in 1666, he disting^uished himself by his condiict 
and courage. At the termination of the first war with the Dutch, ho 
was again sent into the Mediterranean, to chastise the insolence of 
the Algerines, which he effected, and returning to England, was^ 
in consideration of his long and eminent services, created a baronet 
in 1669, when he retired to his estate at Somerleyton, aud past thQ 
declining years of his life in peace and retirement. 
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BOtbiDg remarkable^ but is nevertheless marked by 
a variety of humble mounds and pious ioscriptions, 
beneath which the ^^ rude forefathers of the hamlet 
sleep. '' 

** Their name their years spelt by th' unletter'd muse, 
** The place of fame and elegy supply: 

** And many a holy text around she strews, 
«* That teach the rustic moralist to die. '* 

The patronage of Somerleyton rectory is vested 
in the Rev. George Anguish^ the incumbent to 
which is the Rev. E. M. Lovc^ who succeeded liisr 
fether in the living. In the valuation, in the reign 
jof Henry VHL, Somerleyton St. Mary and 
Herringfleet St. Margaret were valued in the 
King's books at sSl% but they do not appesur to 
have been certified. 

Adjoining to Somerleyton is Herringfleet, or as 
it is written in Domesday, Herlyngflete, a consider- 
able parish near tbe river, Roger Fitz Osb^t 
founded a priory here for a comn^uqity of the 
xderical order of Augustine, or Austin Canons, 
dedicated to the honour of the Virgin Mary and 
^t. Olave, the King and Martyr, about the com- 
mencement of the long reign of Henry HI. or per- 
haps earlier, for Roger Fitz Osbert flourished in the 
latter end of the reign of King John, and did not 
4ie until 1239. The number of canons placed in it 
by Fitz Osbert is not known, but it appears by a 
inanuscript deposited in Corp. Christ. Coll. Cam- 
Ibridge, that at the dissolution^ it contained five pjr 
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six religious persons. The founder of this priory 
endowed it with forty acres of land and tythes ia 
Tibbenham^ and bequeathed his body to be buried 
in the conventual church. Peter, hisson, gave the ; 
advowson of the impropriate church of Witlingham^ 
{Blom. vol. 4. p. 239.) and was also interred in the 
priory church, in 1 275, as was Beatrix, his wife, 
in 1278.^ John Jemegan, Esq. of Somerleyton^was 
buried in St. Mary's chapel here^i with Agnes, 
his wife, about the year 1470. The church of 
Herringfleet, with a portion of the rectory, the 
advowson of Burgh,t and the church of Hales, in 
Norfolk, were appropriated to this house, with 
other possessions in Cringleford, Raveningham, 
Thorp, East and North Tudenham, Thurverton, 
Haddescoe, and Maltby.]: 

The Fitz Osberts, and after them the Jernegans, 
of Somerieyton, were the principal benefactors, 
with the following persons, whose names are 
preserved in the Index Monasticus. 

Osbert de Dagworth. Edwin Bacon. 

Roger de Burgh, 1269, Roger de Ludham. 

Ralph de Chedgrave, and Emma, Alan de Hekyngham. 

his wife, 1275. Roger Rogers, 1392. 

Ralph, son of William le Ferya. Joan, wife of Sir Thomas 
Stephen deAstley, 1300. De Ludham, Knt. 1399. 

Roger, son of Peter Fitz Osbert, Roger Betts, 1456. 

1305. John Reppys, 1473. 

Sir George Fellbrigge, Knt. 1372. 

* Iq volumine cartarum mearum originalium inscripto Clarky q. 
152. tostarncntum Beatricis relicts dom. Petri fil. Roger! fii Osberti| 
dat 50. Hen. 3. Sepeliendae ia eccl. prioratus S. Olavi juxta sepuU 
ehrum viri Sui. 

t In lib. instit. &c. temp. Hen. Spenser cpisc. Norwic VI. notato. 
f. 361. appropriationem eccl. S. Petri de Burgh in Lovinglanq 
canonicis S. Olavi: Ibid f. 293. resignatioaem ejusd. eccl. appro- 
priatae per priorem ct conv. in manus episc. Norwic A. D. 1403. 

X Biomeficid. 

D D 
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In the Taxatio EceksiasHca^ it appears, that the 
rt&oior acqtDsitioiis of tins priory, in fourteen 
parishes in Snifolk, amounted to ^12. 4^. 71^* 
and in tldrteen parishes in Norfollt, to ^£2. I9s. llrf. 
amonnting in the irhoie to iSlb. 4s. 6|<f. per 
snninn* 

In the Falor JScclesiasficus of 1534, its dear 
yearly value appears to have been ^49. lis. 7d» 
which agrees wi^ Dugdale and Speed. 

The fiite of tins house, with a considerable 
portion of the lands, were granted to Henry Jer-^ 
alngham, £sq»» patron, and Frances his wife, 26th 
Jamiary, 1546^ for the consideration of sS92. 8s. 6d.* 
The remains of the priory were prineipaily taken 
down in 1784, but the boundary walls were then 
left standing; they are now, however, removed, 
ajid the materials applied to the repair of a new 
road> lately formed in the vicinity. A few fragments of 
the lod^ngs are converted into offices; and, except 
a low arched vault or crypt, little of the ancient 
buildings remain. Near the ruins of the priory, is 
a bridge over the Waveney, connecting the coun- 
ties of Norfolk and Suffolk, of the original of which 
the following historical description is extracted 
from a manuscript, drawn up about the year 1706, 
by the late Bishop Tanner, author of the celebrated 
JiJhtitia Monastica. 

" King Edward I., in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, which 
was in the year of our Lord, 1296, seat out a writ to William De 

* LeJaud. Collect, yol. 1. p. 61. 
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Keideiloii* Steiiff of ^adcXk mui SofiUk, to iaqjiufewlMtt delii. 
mcnt it woidd be to aay penoiiy foe him to gnat leave ta Je£fecf 
Pollerin» of Yarmoutlis to build a bridge over the river at sL 
Olave's Priory^ and a jury being empannelled, returned that one 
Sfreck, a fisherman, called afterwards John Atte Fenry^ began 
several years belbre to carry over passengers in In bool flieit^ aad 
received foe his paina^ bread, benrmgs^ and aicii l&etlnig^ ^atfat 
value of 20$. per year: after his deaths Wiltianiy his son^ did the 
like» and made it worth 30^. per year : and after him, Ralph, his 
son, perfomed the same services, and had of his neighboursr, bread 
and com, and of strangers money ; and because the prior of Toft* 
hindered passengers from goin]^ thf ough his marsh, the said kalph 
purchased a passagef through the prior'a marsh, with afleet on each 
side, paying 12^. per year ^ and of the commoners of Herringfleet he 
purchased a way through their common, and was to carry them over 
at aft times free for it, and then it became worth £10. per year, after 
Ralph's decease, John, his brother, had it, and it waa» vaiueiK al 
£12. per year; John sold it to Roger De Ludhamv who thea held 
it, so that the building of a bridge there, would be to the detriment 
of Roger De Ludham and the Prior of Toft, but it would be to 
the great benefit of the country ; whereupon, leave was git«i awl 
a brkige began, at least a& it is supposed , but perhaips mcft friiihffJ^ 
in a durable manner, for among the patents of fiie 9th Heatvy W^ 
is one for building a bridge over the water between Norfolk and 
Suffolk, at * Seen* Tholowes (St. Olave's) Perry:' what was then 
done does not appear, but probably not much, for in King Henry' 
Vin. reign, it is generally believed that Sir James Hobart buflt the 
present bridge, {1106) or put it into th&pxeseatfbnttr*" 

Sir James, who was Attorney General and Priry 
Counsellor to Henry VII., is said by Camden- to* 
have founded Loddon church, St. 'rfMave's bridge^ 

* Toftes Monacborum — An Alien Priory belonging to the Abbey 
of St. Feter and St. Paal de PFaCelH« in Normaiidyy the Tev«a«es of 
which were given by K. Edward IV. to King's College^ CanhiridgjB*. 
—Maimer. 

t This passage is about a quarter of a nitle lon^, and is still used 
by the inhabitants of the net^bourhood. 
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and the causeway adjoining ; but it appears by an 
inscription* under a curious old painting in that 
churchy that the former only was built by him, 
the bridge and causeway haying been erected 
at the expense of Dame Margaret, his wife. The 
old structure, built by Lady Hobart, falling into 
decay, in 1770^ the materials were removed, and the 
bridge now standing was erected at the charges of 
the county. 

Near it is the Bell Inn, and a few other houses ; 
one, a good modem mansion, (in which some very 
considerable improvements have lately been 
effected,) is the residence of the Rev. Frederic 
Leathes, the minister of the parish. 

A short distance from the Bell, a road tjpposite 
to the site of the priory leads to the parochial 
church of Herringfleet, which, as already stated, 
was early appropriated to the monastery, and made 
conventual. It is a neat single pile with a round 
tower, nave, and chancel. The south door within 
the porch, has a iSaxon arch, in good preservation, 
and in the south wall, near the screen, was a spinal 
staircase, that formerly led to the rood loft. The 
whole of this edifice has lately been completely 
repaired by De Carle, of Bury. The wipdows are 
all new, the materials for the gotMc stone work 
of which were supplied from the ruined arches of 

• ** Orate pro anima Jacob! Hobart, Militis Aurati, qui ecclesiam 
hano parocbialem de Loddon, a primoTuDdameuto coudidit in tribus 
annis cum suis propriis, anno undecimo reg^is Heurici Septimi.'* — 
*' Orate pro anima Domine Hobart, Uxoris Jacob, predicti, que 
pontem Sti. Olavi una cum via Strata ad earn ducente propiiis suis 
impcnsis boni publici erg^o, &c. '' 
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the priory at St. Olave's bridge. The altar windoir 
is a fine piece of architecture, and exhibits a rich 
and beautiful display of stained glass, liberally 
presented to the church by John Leathes, Esq., 
of Herringfleet Hall, and placed there under the 
immediate direction of the Rev. G. R. Leathes, 
of Shropham Hall, Norfolk, to whom the arrange- 
ment does infinite credit. A few panes in this win- 
dow are modern, but the greater part of the 
collection are ancient fragments, rescued from a 
monastery in France at the commencement of the 
revolution in that kingdom. It consists of foreign 
arms, flowers, portraits, scriptural pieces and de- 
vices, very tastefully arranged — 

In the centre are the arms of Leathes, azure on a bend, between 
three fleurs de lis, or, three mullets pierced, gules : Crest — a dcmi 
griffin rampant, with wings displayed sable. The scriptural sub- 
jects are — ^The flight into Egypt — Adoration of the Magi — The 
Expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise — Our Saviour and the 
Blessed Virgin — ^The Angels appearing to the Shepherds — Christ's 
Agony in the Garden — Sleep of the Disciples — Judas and the 
Jewish Officers — ^Part of the Crucifixion — Casting out Evil Spirits 
— ^Its Companion, subject unknown ; the principal figure supposed 
to be Christ — ^The Last Supper — ^Peter in Prison — ^Portrait of that 
Apostle — An ancient Head of St. Edmund the King and Martyr, 
brought from Bury St. Edmunds — Figure of St. Aimery — ^Figure, 
of St. Patv. — Portraits of Charlemagne and Wolfgang — Elevation 
of the Host — ^The arms of St. Edmund, also from Bury — ^The arms 
of Barnwell, viz., gule^ a saltier embattled, between four crescents, . 
argent : Crest — A wolfs head erased, argent, gorged with a collar, . 
embattled, gules. Argent, a chevron between three gad flies, sable. 
Vert, a tortoise passant argent. The arms of Edward the Con- 
fessor, with «yther foreign Heraldic Bearings, interspersed with 
Angels and Devices. A Saxon Decrescent, or, very ancient, with 
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a wassi's &ce between the koma: Device — <*A sfoftrgfB^aBswfCi 
swageth softe ire.'* '* Auditor raeus omnipotent.'* ** la Dom. Coik- 
fido."— Two Doves, with this legend " I H V. Help." 

The foUawing worda appear upon one of tbe 
lower panea of the window — 

Adm» £duB. et Eximius Rtler P. BdmuDdw Bungcr S» SI €i 
TUn Doctor ordhus' Fiatram Minonm S* Franciaci Conv«otuft. 
lium Almie Proiae Coloaiensis £x Proviucialis el GowMnissarius 
Ge&eralis Diffinitor perpetuus et AlmiCaaventus Colonieosis Acti»- ^ 
alis Guardiaiius F. anno 1692. 

Two south windows in the chancel are also 
enriched, one with modem stained glass, and the 
other with specimens of the same ancient fragments. 
They are all very beautiful, but the altar window is, 
particularly fine, and will long be admired by the 
antiquary as a valuable acquisition, and a striking; , 
proof of the taste and munificence of its founder* 

On the north wall, next the altar, is a marble 
tablet, thus inscribed — 

Here lie ye. remains of Hill Mussenden, Esq., late ford of this 
manor of Horringfleet, who died 22d November, 1772, s^ed 72. 
He was an o^Hright. magistrate, a generous friend, and an honest 
man. 

Opposite to this marble, is another, surmounted 
by an urn and arms — 

To the memory of John Leatbes, Esq., also lord of the manor 
of Herringfleet, who died on the 6th day of January, 1787, in the 
49th year of his age. 

In the chancel, are four hatchments, on which, 
are depicted the arms of the Leathes' family, and 
their quarterings. 
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The screen is in excellent preservation. Near 
it lies an ancient stone, with a small figure, fonneiiy 
covered with a brass, long since removed. The 
tower has four upper windows, of a very early 
construction, and contains five bells : the church- 
yard is exceedingly neat, and very handsomely 
paled next the road. 

At the dissolution, this parish was valued with 
Somerleyton, as already noticed. The living is a 
lay impropriation, in the possession of John Leathes^ 
Esq., who is the patron. 

The Fitz Osberts were anciently lords of the 
manor, from whom it came to .|;he Jeminghaipsi 
who were hereditary proprietors for a long series of 
years, until Henry Jemingham, Esq. of Cost^ssey^ 
gold it, with other lands in Suffolk^ in. the second 
year of King James I. Subsequently it became 
the lordship of the Taverners, then of Sir Edmund 
Bacon, of Gillingham. Bart., and others pf thgt 
family, and about the middle of the last century, it 
passed to Hill Mussenden, Esq., who bequeathed it 
to his eldest brother Carteret, who had tafcen the 
name of Leathes. From him it descended to John 
Leathes, Esq., his son, whose widow possessed it, 
and afterwards married to Anthony Merry, Esq.; 
and at her decease, it came to John Leathes, Esq., 
the present proprietor. The estate annexed, to this 
lordship, comprehends neariy the whole parish of 
Herringfleet. 

The Hall, the residence of Mr. Leathes, is an 
excellent modern house, in an elevated situation, 
having a verdant paddock in front, bordered with 
s^me very beautlftil plantations. A collection of 
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irtch an4 numerous paintings ornament the apart- 
ments, among which the cabinet pictures of Vander 
Myn claim particular notice. In elegance of design, 
ebastity of colouring, anatomical correctness, andf 
superior execution, the Herringfle^t collection of 
pictures by this master may justly be termed the 
Vander Myn Gallery. The works of Herman 
Vender Myn are but little known : his best pictures 
are scarce, and the real merit of the master is erea 
BOW but imperfectly imderstood. His pieces haTe 
frequently been confounded with those of the 
Vandermines, tiie elder of whom only was a good 
]»ertrail pidnter, and whose clerer produetioBS m 
HbM bfBiMih of the art, in all probabffity, gare rise 
to the eenfttsioB of his pieces with the portaH#« 
•f Herman. I%e styles of the two painters ara 
deeMedly diffsrent, and they executed at dWereBt 
periedst for Herman Vander Myn died in f74l, 
ftttt oM VandenBine painted nearly to the eoBi- 
BiedeeBient of the present century. 

The firs(-rate^ pieces of the foimer^. in the; 
|M)i^s^U «f Mr. -Lathes, are-^ 

TlpetJimith'-^ mfMifii^ picture^ lecoided by PiOdogtOQ^ m tht 

Hkn^mdfijnnis^ — Difto. 

9tt Dca^ of flopfaoDiiflba— l^e principal figttre is imtiMSitf 
fti&9 Hie ffify linfit of dtath are OTcnpneiidflii^ hm tam^ 

b^un to darken the features — Ditto. 
YcQus and Qapid^ fine-^ffenntfn Vauder Myn. 
ttopid and Pfcyche, vary beautfltil— Di«o. 
A MigMeiie— D^<^. 

Ihaie ^ttenaiia an in viiat Uia paantertamcd bii cibiiMt 
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and in numy respeets eimneaitly eurpaBaed ium. Tiie 

other pictures of Vander Myn^ as an historical portrait 
painter, are — 

A fiill length portrait of Wm. Leath^ Esq., when BGnirter at 
Bruxelles, attended by a feithful domestic, for the «Mciition 
of which the artist is presumed to have received £lwK)0«^ 
a remarkably fine paintings the ekefd'muvre of theoCtUflCtiofl 
— Herman Vander Myn, 

A Kit Cat representation of the same gemtleman-^-DfiS^tf. 

fit. Ptad writing his Epistles-^DtV^*. 

A laige Danae-«-I>/f^« 

A Flower Piece, very ^ood-^Diito, 

The other subjects of this rich assemblage of fine 
paintings are — 

JMeleager and Atalanta, a genuine production of the maafev, 
althou^ ibe finished appearance of the picture has iaduooi 
aoBOfi coiUKMssecirs to poonounce difiera;itly— JRif^«M* 

Hot CoddeSt in fine style and pceservation— C« DusarL 

Seggar Bpys^ a superior picture^ iecorded» in Evelyn's Memoirs, 
as the property of the Earl of Godolphin — Murilio, 

The Rest of the Virgin, a fine painting — Titian. 

Christ at the Gate of the Temple — Andrea Dei Sarto, 

A Holy Family, an interesting spedBOasi^^Sc^ool of lUdjfm 

Dkigaae^^Ditto. 

St. John {»8SK3hing in the Wildemes^^Di^^^. 

A Flying Magician — DittQ. • 

A Sea Calm, the watar exquisitely managed — Vqndervelde. 

CSiailes I. on Horseback, the original sketch, from which tk^ 
picture at Hampton Court was aftfirwacda piititBdr#«^ 
Vandtfck, 

Heady very fine— »De Koningh. 

Portrait of Henry yjn.-^Holbein. 

A Dead Swan — Snyders, 

A Landscape— JlifoiMj^r^-^-A beaatifid picturt, in his hast a|yk| 
the figures by Ttniert. 

tiiypsies* a singular painting, the accompanimenli goo d ' ' Aft tAoM* 

A Bath and Ruins— JPaiuAi. 

^Sheep, eicdlent— £r. W. SchweichhardU 

£ £ 
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An Afloensioiit a very superior sketchy intended for an altar-piece. 

A Landscape— *BereAam« 

Portrait of George H. 

Portrait of Carteret Leathes, Esq. wdl executed— OW Vender^ 

mine. 
Fruit, very fine— M. Angela Campidoglio. 
St. Stephen Stoned-—/. S. Hueber. 
One of the Battles of the Duke of Marlborough, with a variety of 

Portraits — Verdussen, 
Confession, a Friar and Nun, rare, and well executed, in hit 

conversation style — Michael Von Musscher, 
Peasants Drinking— "il</rf<in Ostade, 
There are also some other pictures, by Hemskirk, Hondekoeter, 

Pater f and Van Gool, 

This is a very superior collection of paintings, which to be 
admired, needs only to be seen. Their tasteful arrangement 
throughout the mansion (which has been considerably enlarged 
by successive members of the family) and the improvements lately 
made, reflect the highest credit upon John Leathes, Esq. the pie- 
sent proprietor, who has succeeded in imparting to the interior of 
the house an air of comfort and elegance seldom excelled. 

The pleasure-grounds attached to this mansion, 
were designed by the late Rev. Norton Nichols, of 
Blundeston. They contain a very choice coUection , 
of ornamental flowers and trees, and are partictir 
larly rich in the varieties of thorns and hollies, and 
considering the nature of the ground, are certainly 
the most perfect and beautiful that ever were plan- 
ned and executed upon so flat a surface. 

There is a curious old mansion in this parish, 
named Blocker Hall, highly deserving of notice. A 
lofty antique flight of steps leads to the door of the 
principal entrance, which, with the other parts of 
the building, convey a good idea of the domestic 
architecture of the Elizabethan period. 
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The manor house^ half castellated in its itppear- 
ance^ stands near the churchy and was formerly 
surrounded by a moat^ part of which now remidns. 
•Both these houses are the property of Mr. Leathes^ 
and are occupied by tenants. 

Crossing the country from Herringfleet^ we 
arrive at Corton, which is a mile northward of 
Xiowestoft, situated upon a high cliff, command- 
ing an extensive prospect of the ocean. This parish 
includes upwards of a thousajid acres of cultivated 
land, prettily divei*sified with rising grounds, and 
interspersed with plantations. The street consists 
of forty or fifty dwelling-houses, tolerably compact^ 
near the sea. The church stands nearly a qnarter 
of a mile from the edge of the cliff, (which is 
fifty feet above the beach,) and i3 dedicated to St. 
Bartholomew, but now dilapidated, the chancel 
only being kept in repair. The side walls of the nave 
are standing, and with theporch are nearly overspread 
with ivy. A winding flight of stairs, which led to the 
rood loft, arc still entire, and the architecture of the 
remaining parts of the edifice is bold, and exhibits 
traces of considerable elegance. The whole length of 
the building, including a very handsome tower, 
ninety feet in height, measures one hundred and 
twenty feet, and nearly thirty-two in breadth. The 
church was suffered to dilapidate more than a 
century since, when application was made to the 
diocesan for his license to permit it to continue so, 
and to maintain the chancel only for public 
worship, which he granted; but in a series of years^ 
the latter also becoming decayed, in 177i^ the Rev« 
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Frauds Bawnessy then vicar^ in eompliance with 
the wishes of the paridiioners^ solidted pemuaslon 
of the bishop to sell the lead and other aitidn 
bdonging to llie churchy and to expend the piOi. 
ceeds in the reparation of the bidlAng. After nniek 
oppositionj his perseverance obtuned from Ushop 
Yovnge a power to dispose of the lead, and^ il 
necessary, also, a large bell, suspended in the porch. 
The vicar avuled himself of the former part of the 
license only, and the chancel was accordingly put 
Into complete repur for the performance of divine 
senoce. The parish is a vicarage, and at thh 
period, a lay impropriation ; but before the disso- 
lution of tiie monasteries, tiie impropriation apper-r 
tained to the Premonstatensian Abbey of Leiston^ 
in this county,* founded by Ranulph De GlanWlle, 
in 1183, and rebuilt by Sir Robert De Ufford, 
Earl of Suffolk, in 1363, dedicated to the mother 
of Jesus* 

The advowson formeriy belonged to the im? 
propriators ; but through neglect, was sufibrod to 
lapse to the crown, in which it now remains. The 
impropriation, at the dissolution, 28th Henry VIII, 
was granted, with Leiston Abbey, to Charies 
Brandon, Duke of Suffolk ; and passing througd 
various hands, became, in the last century, tho 
property of the Ives's family, from whom itcume id 
the present proprietor, Thomas Fowler, Esq. of 
Gfunton. The vicar is the Rev. Richard Quck. 
This parish does not appear in the King's BookSi . 
temp. Henry VIII. but it is certified to have beei^ 
worth ^10. 

• WecTcr'i fun. mon. 
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Cortoti to supposed, from the foundations of 
Md houses discovered ia different places, to have 
been much larger formerly than at present; and 
probably the pedod of its greatest opulence was in 
the 13th century, when ithe haven of Yarmouth 
extended nearly to this village, which, from its 
.contiguity to Kirhley Road, might have been a 
convenient situation for seafaring persons, and 
others connected with the fisheries. It is believed 
that it once contained two churches, or perhaps 
a chapel of ease to the mother church only; and the 
remains of a building of this description, named the 
gate, tend to confirm the opinion. That the parish 
was larger formerly, may be inferred fi*om the 
appearance of the church ; for it is not probable that 
a village so small and inconsiderable as Gorton now 
appears to be, could, with its own limited resources 
only, have been enabled to erect such a statdy 
structure as the present edifice, without the assist- 
ance of a larger population ; unless it be admitted^ 
that as it formed part of the endowment of Leiston 
^bbey,* that monastery might have kept it in repair 

* The fpUowin^ sinsrular tradition respecting^ the foandation 
pf this buildings, has been communicated to me hj a gentleman, to 
ilrhQm I ha?e been obliged for many curious particulars relating to 
fhis viUage. In 1810, as the sexton (Thomas Soames) was employed 
in the ehnrch-yardy he was accosted by a stranger, who enquired of 
Ifim the name of the building, and that of its founder. To the latter 
question, the sexton was unable to reply; and the stranger then stateit^ 
that he had been in Italy during the revolution, when the French 
IMrmies were ovemnning the country and rifling the Monasteries. 
Employing himself one day with examining the records of a religion* 
house there, he discovered a manuscript, purporting to have beeM 
written by Francis Cecelia, a monk of the Premonstatensian ordery 
frho stated l^I^self to have been abbot of Leiston, in Suffolk, 
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until the dissolntion, at which period^ as forthar 
assistance could neither be expected nor obtained 
from that source^ the church might have been 
suffered to fall into poverty and consequent 
dilapidation. 

The parish register is well worthy of inspec- 
tion. It is a vellum book^ in a perfect state of 
preservation ; and what is very unusual/ contains 
an account of the births^ burials^ and marriag^ 
as far back as the middle of the sixteenth 
century, commencing with the early part of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

The manor of Corton was anciently in the 
possesion of John De Heriing, who had right 
of free warren in this and some of the neighbour** 
ittg parishes in 1306, and dying seized of it, was 
succeeded by his eldest son, Sir John De Herling^ 
knt, whose brother Robert had estates here. 
Lady Anne, daughter and sole heiress of Sir Robert^ 
possessed them in 1403. She married for her third 
husband. Lord Scroop, of Bolton, md was after- 

fonnder of St. Bartholomew's church, at Cortoi^. The sexton having 
little antiqaarian curiosity, no further conversation occurred, and 
the strang^cr left bira, without making known the date, his name« 
or any further particulars. 

Upon an oral testimony of this kind, and in the manner in whicb 
it was communicated, much reliance certaiuly cannot be placed ; 
but there is, nevertheless, an appearance of probability in ths 
story. At the dissolution of Leiston Abbey, the monks on the foniH 
dation, undoubtedly participated in the common lot of the religioa« 
of that period j and it is not at all unlikely that their abbot might 
baTC taken refuge in an Italian monastery, from the severity of 
the reformers in England, aad there have recorded the abor^ 
staleineat. 
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wards a great benefoctress^ lo GonviUe <iiow Caius) 
College, her mother being an heirefid of that fiunily* 
The manor is now one of the lordships of :di^ 
Rev. George Anguish. 

The cliff is composed of a soft sandy loam, ioA 
whenever a raging tide causes the ocean to iinder- 
mine its bdse, the cfurit^ity of the antiquai!y is 
frequently gratified by the diseoyery of ancient Goins^ 
fossils, and other produiitions. After t sevei^ stormy 
in I8l2i* a stratum of oak, several feet in thickness; 
was discovered, extending in len^^h mwe than two 
hundred yards. Some of this wood. was. perfect 
but in general it was quite decayed; and what i^ 
more extraordinary, the whole mass did not appear 
to consist of trees, but regular layers of oak plank^ 
the original situation of which was at least si:^ty 
feet below the surface of the cliff. These r^muns 
were most probably antediluvian; for although 
in the fifteenth century, the haven of Yarmouth 
was opposite to Gorton, at the village of Newton, 
which then lay beyond it, there is jet no probability, 
from its inland situation, of the wood ever having 
formed any part of the breast-work belonging to 
the )iarbour. 

* About the «ame time, a part of the pelvis, or haiinch bone of 
the mammoth was found bj Mr. Alexander Payne, of Lowestoft, about 
half a mile northward of this Tillage, at the bottom of a bed of clay, 
forty feet below the surface, which is now deposited in Sowerby*0 
Museum, in the metropolis* 

Another relic of one of these extraordinary animals Wa•^^ 
lately dSscovered in the cliff near Kessingland. It is a tooth 
(agrinder), in excellent preservation. This fine specimen is now 
in the possession of the Rev. Cfeorge Anguish, of Somerleyton, upon 
whose manor U was found. 
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In 1 823, some labourers discovered, in a clay pit, 
two Tcrtebral bones of a large fifth, one of which was 
in-a yery forward state of petrifoctlon. They were 
found in the centre of a jamb of day, seven feet 
beneath the surface, three quarters of a mile from 

the sea. 

• . . ' . '. 

' i .^liis part of Suffolk has afforded several 
speeiHiens of the mammoth, or fossil elephant, which 
llie Geological Society are decidedly of opinioki was 
formerly a native of England, in common with the 
other parts- of Europe. 

The upper part of the femur of one of these ani- 
mals was taken up a few years since, on a manor 
belonging tp the late Sir Thomas Gooch, Bart, of 
Benacre, and forwarded by him to the Geological 
Society of London. From the Society he received the 
following opinion, through P. B. Webb, Esq. one of 
the members, which I have extracted from a copy 
of the letter, obligingly communicated to me by a 
gentleman in this neighbourhood. 

(Copy.) "May 31st, 1823. 

** I have forwarded, by this day's coach, the fossil bone you 
were so good as to intrust to my care, and have to apoligize for de- 
taiaing it so long. The Geological Society, in whose museum it has 
been exhibited, were much gratified by the sight of it, and I am 
requested by the President and Council to return then thanks to you 
fpr the loan of it. 

"This relic is the upper part of the femur of the mammoth, 
or fossil elephant (Elephas primigenius) of Blumenbach, and the 
individual to which it belonged had reached the height of about twelve 
fe6t. The remains of this ancient inhabitant of our island are found 
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in all the diluvian beds of tlus countryt as wdl as the rest of Eorope 
generally in a decayed state, owing to the percolation of water, 
through these beds, which consist usually of gravel or sand. The 
fragments are never rolled or worn by the action of water, which 
proves that they were not brought to us from the tropics by the cur- 
rent of some great cataclysm, but that the animal lived to a good old 
age, and perished on the spot where we discover his remains. The 
question seems to be set at rest, by the discovery of the whole body 
of one of these extraordinary quadrupeds, enveloped in the ice of tl^ 
polar sea. His skin was protected (unlike our modem elefduunts*) 
by a clpse fur, and was otherwise fitted to endure the rigour of a 
northern winter — ^you will see a full account of this in Cuvier's work 
on fossil animals,** &c., &c. 

The tower of Gorton church is an object of 
great importance to seamen^ from its height and 
extraordinary situation^ and may be viewed from the 
ocean^ in a clear day^ at the distance of nine leagues. 
In consequence of the neighbouring coast being low, 
it is a general sea-mark for mariners^ but more 
particularly for such as desire to anchor in Gorton 
Bay. The best situation for this purpose is found by 
causing the tower to bear upon any point between 
the west-south-west, and west-north-west, anchor- 
ing midway between Gorton sands and the beach. 

Gontiguous to Gorton, eastward, formerly stood 
the before-mentioned parish of Newton. The 
manor of this village was successively the lordship 
of the following persons — 

Maud de Glanvile, wife of Roger de Tuddenham, fSee Biamefieldp 

vol. 1. p. 319, &c.) 
John de Herling, 1360. 

Margery, his widow, afterwards the wife of Sir John de Tuddenham. 
Sir John de Herling, Knt. her son. 
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Carii J, bk wUow, aflenraids the wife of John Rateliff. 

Sir Robert de Herling, Kot. her son, a great warrior, who was killed 

in France, in 1435. 
Ann, his danghter, successively flie wife of Sir Will ram Chamberlin, 

Sir Robert Wingfidd, and John Lord Scroop, of Bolton. 
Maigaret, her aont, wife of Sir Robert Toddenham, about 1502. 

In 1569, It was the property of John Jemegan, 
Esq. from whom it came to the Wentworths and 
Gameys. Thomas (rameys, Esq. iKold it in 1673 
to Admiral Sir Thomas Allen, Bart, in whose fkmily 
it descended with the manor of Somerleyton. The 
manor is now blended with two others adjoining:, 
and the style in the Court boots is, Gorton, Newton^ 
with Stalhams in Lound. 

In the lOth year of King Henry IV. (1408) the 
channel of Yarmouth haven extended to Newton 
Cross, where it issued into the sea, as related at 
page 26. The exact period when this village was 
destroyed by the ocean, cannot be correctly deter- 
mined; probably it was gradual, for the sea evea 
now is rapidly undermining the cliffs, and grasping 
with its all-devouring hand the adjacent fields upon 
their summits. 

The following copy of the survey of an estate at 
Newton, in 1644, will shew its situation to have been 
eastward of and adjoining to the parishes of Hoptoo^ 
and Gorleston. 

A Prticular of the Tenements and Lands in the Townea of 
Hopton and (^orton^ now in the Occupation of the H eyres of John 
Dtntfy or their AHBic^nes, prte of which was measured noBo die» 
Aprilis, Ao. I)ui. 1G31, and the residue measured this present 3rd o€ 
June, 1(>44. by me, 

John Martyn. 
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Item, One Close, called Newicn Close^ w Lamht yewfon^ $» 
It lyeth there betweene Scouldiog^s Pitt Close aforesayd. In prte, 
and the field called Backhouse Close in prte, on the part of the West ^ 
and the Prarnbulacou-way or bounds, dividing Hoptan and Newton^ 
on the part of the east *, it abutteth upon diverse men, as -well toward* 
the South as the North, and cout. 14A. 3R. IP. 

Note, that in this Close is a Rood 

of Land, belong, to the Town ofHopton, 

Item, One Close, lyeing in "Sevoton field, in Cor/on, as it lyeth 
between Lambs Newton aforesayd, (the Prambulacon-way betwixt) 
in pte and Mill Pightle in pte, on the pte of the West; and the 
Common way, called Wharway in pte, and Newton Green in pte, on 
the pte of the East, and abutteth upon the sayd Wharway; and a 
late Common of Corton, towards the South ; and upon the next men- 
tioned Close, towaids the North and Sonth 5 A. 2R. 31 P. 

Item, One other Close, sometyme called the Carpver, or the 
Cake Close, as it lyeth there between the last abutted Close, on the 
pte of the South ; and the Close, sometime called Twelve Acres in 
pte, and Newton Yard in pte, on the pte of the North, and abatteth 
vpon Newton Green towards the East ; and upon Idimbt Newton^ oa 
Newton Close aforesayd towards the West, and cont. dA. 

Item, One prccll of Meddowe or Pasture, called Ne^cton Yard^ 
wherein the scite of the Manor of Newton was, as it lyeth there be- 
tween the Close, sometime called Twelve Acres, on the pte of the 
West, and the Sea Cliff on the pte of the East; it abutteth upon 
Newton Green towards the Fouth, and upon a Close of Sr. John 
Wentworth aforesayd, now called the Eleven Acre Close, towards 
the North, and contain 6 A. IR. 34 P. 

Item, One Close, called the Pound Close, as it lyeth there be- 
tweene the Prambulacon-way dividing Newton and Hopton aforesdb 
on the pte of the West, & the next mentioned Close, on the pte of the 
Kast; it abutteth upon the last mentd. Close in pte, and the land late 
in the tenur of Peter Home in pte, towards the South ; and the Close, 
called the Old ^rarren, the North, and contayneth 16A.3R. 20P. 

Item, There is one piece of Bruery or Sheep Walk lyeth 
along betwixt the Mayne Ocean Sea, on the part of the East, and 
divers of those parcells of Land mentioned on the pte of the West; 
and extcni'eih in length from John-a^Lane's Crosse, at the North end 
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thereof* and NewUm Green aforesayd, at the South end of the same, 

aud contajneth ahoat 120 Acres. 

Note, that in the Prambulacon-way di? idingr Corion 
and Chrieaton^ stands |a White Stoue, anciently called 
JoJuMt-Lane^s Crosse — and at the west end of the sayd 
Prambulacon-'way stands another Stone, where Carton^ 
HaptoHj and Oorieston meet. 

J. GiLLINGWATEm, M & 

For the copy of this survey, and the descent of 
the manor^ I am indebted to Robert Reeve, Esq. 
of Lowestoft, who has in his collection of manu- 
scripts an original map or bird's-eye view of the 
coast, between Pakefield and Gorleston, including 
this parish, executed on parchment, formerly in 
the possession of Mr. Thomas Martin, of Pal- 
grave, in this county. 

Every part of Newton village is now swallowed 
up, save a small piece of land, which yet retains 
the name of Newton Green. 

A path on the crown of the cliffs, leads to 
Gunton, the hills of which, and the denes beneath, 
extending from Gorton to Lowestoft^ are luxuriantly 
covered ^nth harebells and purple-hued heath 
flowers, affording at all times a verdant carpet for 
the pedestrian. Gunton adjoins Lowestoft, and 
contains but few houses: the principal is a good 
mansion, lately built by Thomas Fowler, Esq., 
beautifully surrounded with plantations of forest 
trees, interspersed with various shrubs and under- 
wood. The old Hall, adjoining the church-yard^ 
was formerly the residence of Hewling Luson, Esq., 
and afterwards of Sir Charles Saunders, Knt., who 
in 1762 purchased it, with the estate and the small 
parish of Fishley, in Norfolk, for ^£16,050. It was 
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tfnbfiequently in tbe pb6$esBion of Ids 46ficeitdai)t, 
Doctor SaimderSy who bequeathed it tp bis tyro 
daughters and cofarireeses, the Countess of We&t-> 
mordand and A{rs. (now Viscotrntess) Duiidas^ 
nrho sold it to Thomas Fowler, Ssq., the jpresenl^ 
proprietor. Tills house was lately tenanted bjr 
J. D. Downes, Esq.,* and is aow ocoipied :bj tlie 
Rer. Pjcderick Cooke Powlcr. 

* Mr. Downes is well-known m this and the adjacent -cfM^itkf 
as a practical Falconer. During his residence here, he procured an 
excellent breed of hawks, which for jnany years afibrded the aobUity 
and gentlemen of the neighbonrhood an opportwnltjr -of wilvieBaiiiip 
the aneient and princely sport 4^ hawking, so loog^ the favojuritfs 
amusement of our forefathers, but now become^ with afewezceptionsi^ 
nearly extinct, not only in England but in Europe. This interest- 
ing diversion was once considered the most fashionable pursuit for 
a gentleman, and a breed of hawks to a nobleman was an absolutely 
necessary appendage. With such eKtremeprecifiioH was tliis «port 
formerly practised, that in a discussion between some ]|;ie»tleineii, a^ 
few years since, concerning the merits and meaning «f a piece of 
ancient arras, upon which was represented a knight, bearing a hawk 
upon his wrong hand , an intelligent antiquary, now no raore^ re- 
marked, that this circumstance implied the knight to have been in a 
state of bondage. Such, however, are the absolute chauges-of society, 
and the amusement has been so long upon the decline, that few traces 
of it now remain. J. HaH, Esq. of Weston, near Newmarket, is one 
of the few gentifpien who has at preseat a regular hawking eftab^ 
lishment . Another staun<di supporter of this varied and exhaustless 
amusement, is Sir John S. Sebright, Bart, the present M. P. for Hert- 
fodrdsbire. To the pen of this gentleman, the lovers of hawking are 
indebted for some observations on the divcrsiou» at once new, intel- 
ligent, and entertaining. An equally steady maintainer was found 
in the person of the late Colonel Thornton, of Thornv4lIc Royal, v^o 
is said to have been a great admirer of the noble art of falconry: . 
his{>ortrait is given by Howitt in the print of pheasant hawking. 

Most of the treatises on this subject are, from neglect of the sport, 
now become obsolete ; and with the cx<:eptio<n of CampbelPs Trea- 
tise, iu 1773, the whole of the last century passed without any pub* 
lication thereon : the observations of Sir John Sebright, therefore 
upon the breaking and managing of hawks, will prove the more 
acceptable to the lovers of the ancient art of falconry. 

F F 
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The church is a small single pile, dedicated to 
St. Peter, liariDg a low round tower, nave, and 
chancel. On the north side of the nave is a curious 
arched door, leading to a narrow flight of tea 
winding steps through the solid wall, used to ascend 
the rood loft, dmilar to those at Gorton. The 
building contains a few tablets and memorilds. 
Within the altar railing is a neat white marble 
tablet — 

To the memory of the Rev. Francis Bowness, rector of this 
parii^ and Fishley, vicar of Corton and perpetual curate of 
Hopton» who having zealously discharged the respective dutiet ef 
his situation, as an upright magistrate and conscientious parish 
priest, died on the 29th day of April, in the 68th year of his age^ 
and in the year of our Loi-d, MDCCCI. To perpetua^te the virtues 
<^ a valuable member of society, and her own great loss of a most 
inestimable friend, this tablet is here placed by Elizabeth Leathes, 
of Herringfleet 

His arms are, argent^ a fess, between three 
fusils^ azure. 

The following inscription on a mural monu- 
ment, near the north door, informs us, that this ^ 
church was rebuilt in the year 1700. 

Near this phce is interred Charles Boyce, who being dead, yet 
speal^eth, having in his lifetime, rebuilt this church at his own 
expense, in the year 1700, a sure and lasting proof of his sincere 
piety. 

That the edifice was only thoroughly repaired, 
and not wholly rebuilt by Mr. Boyce, is pretty evi- 
dent ; for the outer wall on the north side, the tower^ 
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aod the north door, which has a cariooB Saxon 
arcb, are certainly much earlier spedm^ns of 
architecture than the year 1700. The cbureh--yard 
is a romantic little spot^ enclosed on every side by 
lofty elms, and contains a few grave-stones^ and 
one monument of the Neslen family. 

The manor of Gnnton was anciently the estole 
of the Lowdhams; then it belonged to the Inglos** 
ses, Biomviles, Wroths, and Holies; and afterwards 
to Sir Charles Saundei's, Knight of the Bath^ a 
gallant Vice-Admiral, who for his disting^uisbed 
services was much honoured by his monarchy 
and respected by the country. He expired on the 
7th December, 177^5 upon which occasion, being 
a member of the House of Commons, Sir George 
Saville pronounced a brilliant eulogy upon his life 
and actions. The manor, warren, and patronage of 
the rectory, are now vested in the proprietor of 
Gunton Hall. 

In 17^6, Hewlins^ Luson, Esq. discovered some 
fine clay on his estate in this parish, capable of 
being manufactured into a kind of china, something 
superior to Delft ware. He erected a temporary 
furnace upon the premises, and succeeded in 
establishing a china manufactory, although he 
encountered considerable opposition from the 
London artizans, who, apprized of his intentions, 
executed a variety of schemes, through fear of 
competition, to render his attempts abortive. 
In the following year, the project was revived by 
Messrs. Aldred, Richman^ Walker, and Brown, at 
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respeetaMe mamifbctory ot china articles, upon* 
a wtuare extended scale, which folly answered 
tteir e:qiectations, and enabled them to snpply 
liie adjoining counties with domestic utensils, 
besides being \able to export a rery con^deraUe 
^aanti^ annually to Holland. This conciern 
proredf for a time, rery advantageous to the pro-< 
plaatorei^ bul owing to some heavy failures at the 
eommencement of the late war, it was at length 
relixiquished. 

At the dtssohition, this rectory was valued 
inthe^ng's books at ^^5. 6s. 8d. ; the certified* 
vahie being sS20. 10s. 

Near Gun ton Hall, a road presents itself to^j|;he 
west, leading to Blundeston, a rectory, valued, in the 
time of Henry VUI. at ^13. 6s. 8d., and certified ta 
have been worth ^46. 4s. 8d. The manor here for- 
merly belonged to the Blundestons, who received 
their name from this village, and were lords and 
patrons, xm til it became the property of the Pastern 
iamily, from whom it passed to the Sydnors. 
William Sydnor, Esq. who mamed Bridget, one of 
the daughters of John Jernegan, of Belton, 
died seized of it, in 1613, and bequeathed it to his 
eldest son and heir, Henry Sydnor, Esq. Avhose son 
William possessed it at his death in 1632. After- 
ip^ards the manor and patronage were purchased of 
his descendants by Sir Thomas Allen, Bart. The 
HaU, and the greater part of the estates, were the 
the property of Robert liuson, Esq. of Yarmouth. 



The lordtAip and patronage of the reotory 
descended from the Aliens to the Angaislies, and is 
now one of the lordships of the Rev. Geoi^e 
Angnish^ of Somerleyton. There was formerly 
another manor in this parish, called Gunviles, or 
more prc^erly, Gonviles, which probably belonged 
to the Gonviles, of Rushworth, in Norfolk. The 
Bacons, of Gillingham^ had also estates here. 

The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is a spacious 
single pile, witli an embattled round tower^ nave, 
chancel, and south porch. The chaticel is sepa- 
rated from the nave by a lofty arched screen, ia 
perfect preservation, beiiutifully carved, and near 
the altar was formerly a piscina. I'hc nortii wall 
of the chancel has a variegated white marble 
tablet to Samuel Luson, gent., only son of Robert 
Luson, Esq. of this parish, who died July 7thl 
1766, aged 33 years. 

Within the altar-railing is an ancient slab, 
having a piece of brass in the centre, bearing the 
arms of Sydngjr, argent^ a fess, nebule6, azure, 
between three crescents, jessant fleurs de lis, sable: 
Crest — a wild man, holding in his dexter band 
a staff; beneath the escutcheon are these words — 

H«-e lyeth the Bodies of William Sydnor, Esqvier and 
Bridgett, his wife, one of the daughters of John Jemegan, of 
Belton, Esqvier, the sayd William Sydnor, deceased ye — of 
August, Anno 1613. 

At the corners above are shields, with the coat 
of Sydnor, empaling J ernegan, argent, three arm- 
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ing buckles, gules. Near this stone is another^ wiili 
the Sydnor arms in brass, and 

Here lyeth buried the body of William Sidnor, late of this 
parishy Esq. sonne and heyre of Henry Sydnor» Esq, ye. son and 
heyre of William Sidnor, Esq. who mairied Ann, ye. eldest daugh- 
ter of William Harborne, Esq. by whom he had issue eight daugh- 
ters and departed this life the thirtieth day of June, 1632. 

Removed from its original situation, and placed 
near the edge of the raised floor of the altar, is 
a curioos purple-hued coffin stone, carved with 
a cross, very elegantly formed. Adjoining the 
south wall of the chancel, in an elevated part of the 
floor, is an old stone, thus inscribed — 

Robertus Snelling, Rector, Hujus Ecdesia Obiit. Sept 12 : An. 
Do. MDCXC JEtatis SV^ LXV. 

Near the screen is a marble slab of the Bacon 
fiimily, with their arms and crest. Over the latter 
are scrolls, with the mottoes ** Mediocria Firma** 
^^ Sots Sage et Simple.^* 

<< Hie jacet Butts Bacon Baronettus Nicholai Bacon AngliaeBaro- 
netti primi Filius Septimus quiobijt May 29 : 1661.*' " Hie jacet 
Dorotiiea Bacon Butts Bacon Baronetti Marita Roberti Jermyn 
Armigeri Vidua Henrici Warner Militis Filia quae obijt Sep- 
tembris 4. 1679." 

There are a few other marbles ; one has 
a long latin epitaph to William Wells, merchant, 
and Deborah, his wife, but it does not record any 
thing of particular interest. The tower has two 
bells, one of which was brought from Flixton ; and 
near the south door is a niche, formerly used to 
contain the sprinkling water. The church is lofty. 
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has a thatched roof, an octagonal font^ and seyeral 
good windows. The burial ground is small. 

This village has several good mansion houses^ 
and a few cottages. Among the former is Blundes- 
ton Villa, the property of Nicholas H. Bacon, Esq; 
second son of the late Sir Edmund Bacon, of 
Raveningham Hall, and Blundeston Hall, the 
residence of Mr. Thomas Woods. 

The Rev. E, M . Love, of Somerleyton, is 
rector of this parish. There is a small meeting- 
house, for a congregation of Wesleyan Methodists 
in the village, which is distant from Lowestoft 
three miles. 

Consolidated to Blundeston is the adjoining 
hamlet of Flixton, which is supposed to have re- 
ceived its name from Felix, the Burgundian, 
Bishop of the East Angles. It was formerly a 
parish of itself, and had a chapel, the ruins of 
which are yet visible. This edifice appears to 
have been dilapidated more than a century, for in 
1704, George Burrows, chapel warden, delivered 
a surplice, cup, cloth, cushion, two books, and 
other articles, to Henry Green, bis successor; from 
which it is presumed, that the chapel was at that 
time desecrated, but for what reason is not known. 
The building, however, is supposed to have received 
so much damage from the fatal hurricane of the 
27th November, 1703, as to have been rendered 
unfit for reparation. A portion of the side walls are 
yet standings mantled and overgrown with ivy^ but 
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tfae greateirt part has been demolished. The paridi 
register of this village is stUl extant^ in the 
possession of Mr. Wm. Neslen. The last rectoj* of 
Flixton^ was the Rev, Thomas Skeete, in 1704, and 
the last chapel warden was William Fiskq, in 1717«* 

The inhabitants of this hamlet now attend 
Blundeston church. The chapel was dedicated to St. 
Andrew, and the parish which is very small, (but 
contains at this time, two or three good houses) 
was valued^ in Queen Anne's reign, at c£l4i, 

f 

The lordship is annexed to Blundeston. 

Oulton is a pleasant parish, on the borders of the 
Waveney, and lies in a south-west direction, rather 
more than a mile from Flixton. It is celebrated for 
having been the lordship and residence of a branch 
pf the famous family of Fastolf, who succeeded 
the Bacons in the manor and estate of Oulton 
High-house, in whom it was first vested. From 
the Fastolfs, the lordship and patronage passed to 
the Hobarts, and afterwards to the Reeves, among 

• GUUngwater has preseryed the names of the following' 
rectors. The marriages, baptisms, and burials, were, I presume, 
extracted from the rejj ister before-mentioned. 

(« James Smith was rector in 1684 and 1685 ; John Borrell, ia 
1097, and continued until 1701 ; and Robert Barrow was curate in 
1703; Richard Newman was buried here, January 14, 1682; Elizabeth 
Bugg was buried May 23rd, 1633 ; William, son of William Ftsk, 
hiuibandman,and Mary, his wife, were baptized November 12, 1702; 
J«bn Wallis, of Great Yarmouth, single man, and Mary HoUis, 
of Gorleston, single woman, were married December 21, 1607^ 
John Pavey, of Raydon, single man, and Elizabeth Shinglers, of 
Southtown, single woman, were married July .4* 1699; WilUam 
Bbwsoo. bf.Croiper, in the county of Norfolk, single man, and 
Ann Richardson, siuglewoman, were mai*ried Febrtiary 4,1695.** * 
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whom was Sir Edmund Beeve,* of Stratton, 
in Norfolk, Lord Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas, who died in 1647* From this family it came 
to Gerard Van Heythuson, Esq.^ and his heirs; and 
afterwards to the Anguishes, who sold the mesne 
manor to Lady Graves^ (then Miss Susanna 
Blacknell) of Normanston; but the paramountship 
remained with the Anguishes, whose descendant 
now enjoys it. The church living is a rectory, 
which, according to Ecton, at the time the 
King's books were compiled, was valued at 
£^14. 13s. 4d. : the Rev. John Grove Spurgeon is 
the incumbent. 

In 1764, the half hundred of Mutford and 
Lotliingland was incorporated by act of parlia- 
ment for the relief of the poor, and in two years 
afterwards, a house of industry was erected here 
for their reception, which is supported by twenty*- 
four parishes within, or constituting the hundred. 
The house, a large building of red brick, with 
lodgings for the governor and matron, is well 
suited to the purpose, and contains at this time, 
one hundred and fifty-eight persons. At one period, 
however, three hundred and twenty-one paupers 
were accommodated, many of whom were sick of 
a contagious fever. 

The bridge across the Waveney, or more 
properly an arm of Lake Lothing, named Mutford 
bridge, was built in 1760, and connects the half 

• There is a sumptuons moniimeiit, In Stratton chnrch^ to Sir 
Edpinnd and bis lady. 

O O 
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htmArdi: of liOthte^ frith the Mutford dMisioii. It 
is a plahi brick stmcture, yAtlh a single areb, of 
sufficient span to admit of the pa^sag« of wlierries 
and small boats, engaged in passing between Low-" 
estoft and the neighbouring towns on the Waveney t 
near it, is Oulton pabKe-house, and a few respectable 
Mttages. A road on the right, leads the traveHer 
to an excellent white brick mansion, distinguished 
by the appellation of Oulton High-bouse, situated 
in the centre of a fine lawn, the front comman^g 
a rery good prospect of the country, and shaded 
at the back by some lofty and Tery noMe chesnuts. 
This house, which gives name to the estate attached 
to it, istbe property of Lady Graves, aod at present 
Hl^ I?esideac9 of tU^ Rev. Charles James i%stier> 
fjouratie ojf Oultpx^. 

The oharch, an ancient cathedral-shaped odi- 
ftce, stands upon a rising ground, and consists 
•F a nave, chancel, tatd nortik transept, between 
wMch is a low square tower, formerly surmounted 
by a spire, which time has long since destroyed. 
Hie south transept is entirely in ruins. These ira«« 
septs were probably both erected' by the Fastol^, 
who were great benefcfcctors to the church, antf 
were originally chantry chapels, in which masses 
weresuttg for the souls of the founder and his femily; 
^EiNij|0]«b tmofi^ is separated from the oburcb, 
Wii^Ma.i¥>irtbiiiriiidQWywUh a smaM eastern d^wu 
H ki irtL pne^mitr pi:i.vate propeirty,^ aad u^d as at 

sohoolrJHHHBk The windows of this edifice are very 
irregular I some are acutely pointed, and denote tte 
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sudquxty of the buildings others more ehtuae^ date 
tt^ir constrnctioD at « later period. In the soutk 
porch are many small pointed niches^ and aver tbo 
inner door is a very neat Saxon arch. Tlie tower^as 
a curious ascent {rom the transept and tonna a 
kind o£ gallery in the nave The altar-piece^ 
which is very handsome, was purchased some years 
8iDce from Lowestoft church, when the new altar 
was set up there. Near the south door of the 
chancel are three ancient stones; the &*!$ is 
entirely defaced, save the matrices of twO^ shields ^^ 
hut the next contaius the effigies of a man and 
• woman, in brass, each about two feet in length ; the 
knight is in armour, with a greyhound couchant, 
collar'd at his feet; the lady is a very graceful 
i^g^ure, with a long veil, and beneath ii^ a liiie of 
brass, with this inscription — 

Hie Jacet Johes. Fastolff Armiger qui obiit ultio. die Januarii 
Ao. Dm. MCCCCXLV. et Katerina uxor sua. quae obiit HII. 
die measis Januarii Ao. Dm. MCCCCLXXVIII. qrtn. aiabp. 
ppiaet. de* ame. 

Above are two shields ; that over the knight is 
defaced, and doubtless contained the arms of 
Fastolf: on the other side, over the lady, are 
depicted those of Bedingfeld, an eagle displayed. 
. Gillingwatcr has noticed these figures; but where 
tie obtained the inscription, mentioned by him in 
page 275, I am unable to determine. He says, 
^^ Oh a large stone, in Oulton chancel, are the effi- 
gies of John Fastolf Esq. and Katherine^ his wifcg 
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in brass, with their feet resting on a greyhound ; 
at the comers, the arms of Fastolf, yiz. an eagle 
displayed ; idso, this inscription — 

^ John Fastolf Esquyer, died 1445 and Kateren his Wyef, 
a^fatET of Bedingfdd 1478.** 

Whether the shield over the man was defaced, 
at the period in which this author wrote his 
history, is uncertain, but the arms upon the other 
escutcheon are certainly not those of Fastolf, but 
of Bedingfeld, and as certainly denote the lady 
to have been one of that family. The inscription 
on the brass is very different from the one printed 
by GiUingwater, from whence I imagine the latter 
to have been a typographic error. 

Weever says, this John Fastolf and Katherine 
Bedingfelde, were the parents of the renowned 
hero of that name ; while other manuscripts, accord- 
ing to Anstis, make him the son of Hugh, who was 
son of John, by Margaret, daughter and coheir of 
John, son of Sir Thomas HolebroHe, thus — 

Alexander FastoI£= 

, L_ 



Ho9h=Mary Spark Hugh&Johii John Fasto1f==Mar8^ret, 

brothers, 2nd Kicbard II. daiigbter and 

coheir of Jotaa 
Holebroke,iOB 
of Sir Tbomii. 
7. Henry IV. 
Joho Fastol/ 
beld lands, in 
right of MaS*- 
Vtret, his wife. 
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John Hugh Alexander Huffb= 

ofouliou 



Sir John, 
Kiiigbi of the Garter. 
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It is certain, says Anstis, that Margery^ wife of 
John, son of Alexander Fastolf, being sixteen 
years of age, was one of the heirs to John Hole-' 
broke ; in which right the manors of Holebroke, 
Tatington, Langeston, Bentley, Foxhale, Rendles- 
ham, Shollandhall in Naketon, and Morehall in 
Playford, descended to her. 

This may be true, as far as relates to Margery, 
but with respect to Sir John Fastolf, K. G, it is 
incorrect^ for although the Norfolk and Suffolk 
branches of the Fastolfs were originally the same 
family, it is quite clear that Hugh Fastolf was not 
the father of Sir John. There is also an apparent 
inconsistency in Weever, as quoted by Anstis; 
for, in another part of his volume, he makes the 
knt. to have been the son of John Fastolf, E^»q., 
a distinct personage from the Fastolf, who married 
Katherine Bedingfeld. The hero of Agin court 
was born in 1380, and his father, who resided at 
Caister, died before he was of age, and was un- 
doubtedly buried in the chapel of St. Nicholas, in 
the priory church at Yarmouth.* 

The next stone in Oulton chancel, has a perfect 
full length brass of an ecclesiastical person, hand- 
somely decorated in a gorgeous Chasuble, or mass 
habit ; beneath which appears the Dalmatic, highly 
ornamented, and a Stole, with the ends embroidered 
and fringed ; at his feet is a lion. The priest here 
interred, wa« probably a person of some conse- 
quence, perhaps one of the Fastolfs or Bedingfelds; 

* See Caister, page 105. 
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for in this churcli^was formerly an Oraie forWilfiam 
Bedingfeld^ rector^ who died ia 1503. Oa the uowth 
vrsil, near ^e alUn^ is a black marble tablet to £ti« 
zabetbVan Heytbuson^ the daughter of Gerard Van 
Beythuson, departed this life, 20th May, 1735f 
aged 17 years ; also, Sarah^ his wife, whe died 20th 
January, 1740. Several pieces of stmned glass 
were formerly in the windows: in one of them were 
the arms of Bacon, and in anotlier, the decapita- 
led figure of a person in robes.^ In the nave, is a 
handsome mural monument to Thomas Hunt, £sc[% 
who possessed estates in this parish. The towef 
contains five bells ; and in the belfry is a Curic^us 
antique chair of three seats, for the ringers. Th^ 
ehurch-yard has many monuments: its elevated 
situation overlooks a beautiful and extensive tract 
of fii:reen marshes, bounded on the west by some 
dark trees ; to the north, is an eminence, covered 
with verdure, and on the east, appears Lowestoft 
spire, with many other interesting objects. 

Oultonis art exceedingly pleasant village. Its 
rich and luxuriant corn fields every where present 
themselves to the eye; the air is wholesome and 
soft, and the soil moist but productive. The 
inequalities of the surface, near Lake Lothing, 
with its bold and picturesque shores, will be found 
to furnish some pleasing subjects for the pencil of 

♦ The r emoval of the head from this figure, may be safely attri- 
ISmie^ to the intemperate zeal ol the officers appointed to iospett 
tlie churches during (he cxtU Mrars, to who^e forbearance tlw piwit 
mottumeiits ot our forefathers^ at this time remaining, are certmii^f 
bot lUtlio indiebted for their preservation. 
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Hbe ftTltst^ mid are not the least interesting oljlects 
to the passing travdler. 

The Lake is divided into two parts by IVhitford 
bridge, which are distinguished by the appellations 
of the Lowestoft and Oulton sides. Upon the 
bosom of this beaatifnl water, boats are eon^tanfty 
seen, and water frolics, for the amusement of gen^ 
tlemen and others, who resort here with their g«f 
and gilded pleasure barges, are amraaHy heW. The 
Oulton frolic, which is the pri«ctpal, takes ^aee 
in July, and is succeeded by Lowesljoft, m Angust : 
both are aided by bands of music, atid- «xhibili ^he 
usual fietes of rowing, sailing, and othev attraeliidmi^ 
and are generally well and nunreroiisiy at<«i«deA> 
Parties for fishing may be formed durifrg the 
whole of the summer, and boats procure* for rtie 
occasion at MutPord bridge, for a very ti^i^ 
gratuity; added to which, as an inducesnent, tile 
Lake abounds with all the eoHMnoa specie^ori^ 
famy tribe. 

TIbrraanston, a small hamlet to Lowestoft^, 
adjoios this village,, in which, embosomed in trees^ 
is an excellent mansion, late of the Rev. MScha^ 
Maurice, now of J. B. Plowman, Esq. TJothTng cam 
be more agreeable than the situation of this hoa$e, 
with its fine lawn in front, sweeping down to the- 
midulating waters of Lak« Lo thing, over wiiich^ 
and the adj^cejit higblandis, it <;ommands a varied 
and intcrestixig prospects, Mr. Plowman's library 
ii valuable and select^ and contains many rare 
specimens of the typographic art. 
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From Oulton, a beautiful walk of rather more 
thau a mile, through a fine country, brings us 
to the sea coast, where, upon a lofty ridge of 
cliff, at the south-east corner of Lothingland, is 

Lowestoft, a large handsome and populous 
market town, properly the capital place of trade 
in the hundred. Lestoffcy Laystoft^ Laisto^ or, 
as it was anciently termed, Lothnwistoft, has 
been conjectured to have received its name 
from Lothbroch, the noble and unfortunate Dane. 
Gillingwater, however, doubts this, and thinks 
these several appellations are not of earlier origip 
than the reign of Queen Elizabeth. In support of 
bis opinion, he instances a charter of Edward III., 
in which it is written Loystoft, and Lotvystofte, 
from whence the modern name of Lowestoft is 
certainly derived. The true etymology of the 
word may be difficult to determine, but it was 
most likely taken from the Saxon of To//, a fair 
or market, formerly held beneath the cliff, and 
thence named Loiv Toft^ or, as we now write it, 
Lowestoft. This town probably derived its origin 
from the fishermen and mariners who resided here^ 
to whom it formed a convenient settlement, as early 
perhaps as the Roman era, in Britain. The 
point of land, upon which the ancient town was 
situated, or more properly where the fairs were then 
held, unquestionably projected further eastward 
than at present, as may satisfactorily be demon- 
strated by the fact of Newton Village having 
existed near Gorton, and the haven of Yarmouth 
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passing in a na^igabl^ stream between thiB.p|i*eBent 
eliff and the ocean ; but, as the sea reced^^ ^P^, 
the northern and southern boundaries of the neigh-r 
bottring coast, it gained, in an equal proporUj^p^ , 
upon the centre or intermediate parts^- which it C€^^ 
tinned to do during many ages : £6r no Ippgi^ fig^^ 
than the commencement of the reign of,,Henr]rr 
yilL, ft block- house, which had been erected fpi;. 
the defence of the town, was theUc standing to th^. 
eastward of it, about four furlonga distant ffffmt 
the present beach; from which it appe^,,!^^, 
that part of the ocean, now termed Lpwestofib 
Roads, was then dry, and formed a habitabV 
town, defended by a fortress, until it was seyejrp 
from the main land, in the 25th of Henry Vllt, by 
the powerful effects of the sea. At intervals, the, 
ocean progressively advanced ; for in the 30th y^ar 
of Queen Elizabeth, a great alteration bad been 
effected in the appearance of the sands and shores^ 
near Lowestoft, and the Roads before the town had 
at this time not less than three fathoms water upon 
them. At subsequent periods, the sea still continued 
to advance; but latterly, this capricious anddestru(i^ 
tive element appears to have desisted from any 
further encroachment here, and bas been known to* 
recede for a considerable time past. Thus it appears; 
that whenever the ocean gains at Lowestoft, it 
recedes from the adjacent latid north of it ; and^ 
on the contrary, as it leaves the northern shores,' 

H advances upon those of Lowestoft. 

■ • • • _ • . . ■'. t 
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Seifittite lif exprera reeordt^ the grcMor part 
of Ibem hsvinif been destroyed by the fire of 
lObOi it is only by seleetHig particolar chnoiun- 
stances, and compairing them with the seanty fkets 
still presenred^ that an id^i of the ancient history 
of iliis place can he obtained. The Lowestoft 
histoHan is of opinion that this town is more 
andent than Tarmoiith, and sliys he is able to 
trace its origin previously to the fourth century, 
befbre which tfane it was the principal place of 
resort for fishermen and others employed on the 

• 

coast*. . pur author's authorities tor this assertion 
ajre probably correct, for anterior to the year 495, 
the ground, whereon Yarmouth now stands, was 
certainly a sand in the sea; aud as the cliffs at 
Lowestoft were formed prior to that period, it is 
therefore not unreasonable to suppose, that the' 
fishermen, finding it a convenient station, fixed 
tibdr residence there. 

This town was anciently part of the King's 
andent demesne, and upon that account enjoyed 
many privileges, which through the changes effected 
by time, in manners and in property, have become 
entirdy obsolete, and little more than their names 
remain^ 

As part of the crown demesne, it was very 
early fireed from the payment of toll, stallage* 
pontage, pannage, and other levies, together 
with an exemption from contributing to the 
es^nces of the knights of the shire, during their 
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attendaoee in parliament. These ftriTileges were 
particularly recognized, and confirmed by wnt, in 
tbe 15th year of Queen Elizabeth, imd again 
renevred by Charles I., in 1604. 

The only priyitege contained in tbe writ of ex* 
emption^ productive of any real benefit to.thcitdfiflii 
of Lo^restoft at this period, is that of itsitthabitoB*a 
bcSng exempted from serving on juries, eidieC at^ 
the assizes or quarter sessions^ 8uli|)ect only to tber 
eomtnon juries empannelled by the Icotl of tfHV 
manor, or tbe coroners, by which they are hap|ffl]r> 
refieved from much inconvenience and trouble. 

Lowestoft has experienced many Ticissftudes, at 
Afferent times, from circumstances al^e nnfore*- 
seen and calamitous in their nature* In 1349, the 
great plague, which spread its devastating influence 
over all Europe, and particularly over fifigland, 
extended itself to Lowestoft^ where it is upon re-^ 
curd, that not above a tenth part of the inhabitants^ 
es6aped. The same malady again vldted this town 
in 1547, when it raged with such violence, that* it 
cost the townsmen upwards of three poiln^ per^ 
week for the relief of persons infected with tUs 
dreadful disease, besides the very eonsideraUei 
weekly collections* resorted to, there being a| tlMit 
time no poor's rate to am^orate ikewSkm^ of 
the distressed iuhabitanta. In 1&79> it again bmka 

• The poor were not proTided for by Aet of MrlioBMiit, ubHI 
the rei^ of Queen Elizabeth \ tmA m tim«» of diftreMy tb waft 
customary for the adjacent towns to ^ye their assistance, daring any 
public calamity, by way of contribution. 
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ddf, 1>at thd deaths of that period are not re- 
isQrded. l^y the parish register, for the year 1585, 
It appears, that a sickness, (probably the sweating 
sickness) cost the people one hundred and thirty- 
four lives, out of wUch nuniber thirty-six persons 
died in the month of August. Tliree hundred 
and rixteen persons were victims to the same 
contagious disorder in 1603; and in thirty-two 
yeiprs afterwards, another sickness, (most likely the 
pliigue) again visited them, by which many were 
carried off. 

This town has also suffered severely by war^ 
it sustained many injuries during Kett's rebellion, 
and was repeatedly plundered by the marauding 
bands of that celebrated insurgent, who making 
himself master of Lothingland, captured six pieces 
of cannon at Lowestoft, and proceeded with them 
to batter the town of Yarmouth, in which, how- 
ever, he was unsuccessful. Queen Elizabeth after- 
wards presented to the people of Lowestoft, four 
pieces of ordnance and two slings, to replace those 
captured by the Suffolk rabble in Kett's insurrection. 

In the year of the threatened Spanish invasion, 
the inhabitants of this place were compelled to raise 
upwards of ^£200, a considerable sum of money for 
sosmalla town, which they employed in the purchase 
of ammunition, cannon, and stores, the raising of 
bulwarks, and the fitting out of an armed pinnace^ 
for the defence of the coast* 
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During the dvil wacrs, Lowestoft didtingmsfaed 
itself by its loyalty and attachment to the King, and 
established constitution of the country, while their 
neighbours, the burgesses of Yarmouth, as firmly 
identified themselves with the interests of the par- 
liament. In consequence of the two towns taking 
separate sides> and the spirit of rivalry always 
existing between them in the fisheries, their poli- 
tical animosities were carried on with the greatest 
violence. Armed vessels were fitted out by both 
parties to cruize in search of each other, and wheren 
ev^ they met, the destruction of the weakest 
became inevitable, and ships and merchandize: were 
Indiscriminately burnt and destroyed, tn these 
systematic contests, it appears, that the Lowestoft 
^men were more frequently the victors, and suc- 
ceeded in capturing a great number of the Yar- 
mouth vessels, particularly in the years 1643 and 
1644. This was owing principally, I apprehend, to 
the Lowestoft people* acting in concert with the 
King's vessels, employed to annoy the constituents 
of the parliament, rather than to any particular 
force of their own, which they were ever enabled 
to fit out> and their success may partly be 
attributed to the spirited conduct of Captaiu Allen, 
andsomeother individuals, natives of Lowestoft, who 
exerted themselves warmly in defence of the royal 
cause, animated, perhaps, by the idea of revenging 
themselves upon their more opulent neighbours, for 
the disasters and losses they had sustained in the 
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fisherf afflnts^ He consort of thB iinliaiipy Ckarles 
had seat a vessel from HoUand, ladeii wilht^mnni^ 
aition, stores^ and men, for the service of die King; 
but having sprung aleak at sea, and pvt iolo 
Yarmouth harbour, through stress of weather, was 
detained there by the burgesses, who equipped her 
as a man of war, and sent her out, osten^ly^on 
the part of the parliament, bat in reality .li»inake 
war upon their old opponents of Lowestoft Tius 
Tiessel made many prizes, and among others, cap^ 
tared a pink, part of which was the property <rf 
Captahi Allen, (afterwards the famous Admiral) wha 
was then said to be in rebellion against the pMiia- 
ment. This loyal and gallant officer imniediateiy 
prepared to retaliate, and for that purpose, foraiioga 
confederacy with some other gentlemen of the town, 
he retired beyond the sea, for enabling him with 
greater safety to fit out a small squadron of ships, 
to annoy the burgesses and distress their trade. 
This he effected, and was so eminently successful, 
that in 1644, out of twenty-three Yarmouth vessels, 
employed in the Iceland fisheries, only three 
escaped being captured and destroyed. In this emer* 
gency, the magistrates of Yarmouth were obliged 
to apply to the parliament for aid, and the Lord 
Admiral accordingly, in 1645, ordered three men 
of war to be sent them for the protection of the 
fishery. These vessels made prizes of a few barks of 
the hostile squadron, on board of which were some 
Lowestoft men. In consequence of the inferiority 
of his force, Captain Allen was obliged to retire 
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with Us small fleet to Fiandets, Where ke and the 
other confederates addressed the fotlowing letter 
to the bailiffs of Yarmouth, enjoiqing them, under 
the penalty of severe retaliation, to treat their 
prisoners well, and to set them at liberty. 

'< To the BtuUffs of Great Ymrmoutfa, in Norfolk. 

'^ Rigiit Worabipful, 

*' We Hereby g^ve you to understand, that those seaqicu of 
^ ours, ^hich your men of war have lately taken, or may hereafter 
*< take in prizes of ours, be not impriboned. And that y<M set at li« 
** berty all thoile that are confined, otherwise you shall not hAyt timK 
*' usage you formerly have had from us. Without delay let thisJb^ 
^ observed, else you will have cause to repent. We have given yoit 
'^ tbousands of prisoners which we might have eDtl«fifeonQ49 ui^y 
'' hanged, but that rebellious ignoraace have pleaded their escape^ 
<* Now we can, if you compel us, make a hundred suffer for one* 
'* Our pleasures are commended to you, by just and d«e obs^riim* 
^ tion not to make the innocent suffer for the guilty. Therefore w« 
" do daily set at liberty, yours, supposiug, that upon receipt of 
** these you will do the same by ours j otherwise we shall soon mtik^ 
'* known to you our intentions. 

Ostend, Thomas Allen. William Cofv. '. 

June 22nd, 1645. Gkoroe Bowoen. Jorn Das&et, 

Richard Whiting. Peter Cliff. 

Francis Fourther. Jonathan BANTieib. 

Browne Bushell. Jo, Merritt. 

Dan. Wilkinson. Francis Colmaii.** 

The increasing power of the parliament, an^ th6 
subsequent subjugation of the whole nation, at 
length silenced this active commander, but not 
effectually, foron Sunday, the 13th January, 1648-9, 
he came into Yarmouth Roads, in one of tho 
Prince's ships, and threatened to retaliate upon 
the burgesses the injuries he had received, by 
burning their town, and destroying the ships in 
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the harbour. He did not, however, persevere in 
any part of his intention, for no injury it appears 
was then effected by him. 

The military power of this town was never 
very considerable ; but during the usurpation of 
Oliver Cromwell, it suffered much distress for its 
firm and steady adherence to the King. After 
Cromwell had placed himself in a post of authority 
in the army, he advanced, at the head of one thou- 
sand horse, into the eastern counties, in the year 
1643. 

As soon as his approach became known to the 
Lowestoft people, they hastened to put the place 
into a state of defence, and resolved to dispute his 
entrance. To effect this intention, four pieces of 
ordnance were placed in different parts of the town, 
under the command of Sir John Pettus, Sir Edward 
Barker, and others, who had met at Lowfestoft, 
with a small party, to oppose themselves to the 
roundheads. One of the principal inhabitants, 
however, Mr. Thomas Mighells, foreseeing the dis* 
astrous consequences of offering any opposition to 
the well-armed adherents of the parliament with 
a force so inferior, persuaded his fellow town.smen 
to decline, the contest, and Oliver was suffered to 
march into the town, and fix his quarters at the 
Swan Inn. The person of Cromwell appears to 
bave been placed in imminent danger at this critical 
period, for the royalists had conceived the idea of 
a counter association, the object of which was to 
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expel the troops of the parliament, and seiasc^ the 
person of their commander. Oliver would certuniy 
have been taken, had not a party of volunteers^ 
under the command of Serjeant-Major Sherwood^ 
become acquainted with the design, and promptly 
sent for a reinforcement of one hundred men from 
Norwich, to prevent its execution. As soon as 
pacific measures were adopted. Colonel Cromwell 
sent for Sir John Pettus, and questioned him closely 
as to the intentions of the association, and required 
him to say for which party he intended to act. 
This valiant gentleman, without any concealment, 
told him that he should certainly espouse the cause 
of the King, which answer Oliver, with his usual 
duplicity, highly applauded for its sincerity, and^ 
passing a compliment upon the speaker, declared 
he wished every man in the kingdom would be 
equally open and sincere in his intentions. Notwith*- 
standing this apparently ingenuous declaration, 
however, Oliver thought proper to march with him 
Sir John Pettus, Sir Edward Barker, and his 
brother. Captain Allen, and several other gentlemen, 
as prisoners to Cambridge. The failure of this 
event was extremely unfortunate for the royalists, 
and greatly discouraged them ; for Cromwell, in 
consequence, not only became possessed of a consi- 
derable quantity of ammunition, arms, and accou- 
trements, sufficient to equip a very considerable 
body of men, with four pieces of the ordnance, but 
suffered his rapacious soldiers to live almost at free 
quarters upon the defenceless inhabitants. 

I I 



Noi only subject to the calamities attendant 
vpon pestilenee and war, this town has been des- 
tined to suffer by the still more destructive fires that 
l^re^ at various periods, consumed the property, of 
its unfortunate inhabitants ; for in the year 1546^ the 
vicarage house was completely burnt, and not 
rebuUt until many years afterwards. In 1606, the 
house of Mr. Glesson, the Vicar, in which were many 
of the townrecords, shared the same fate ; and on the 
10th of March, 1644-5, a terrible fire broke out in the 
town, and destroyed the warehouses, fish-house^ 
imd merchandize of the townsmen, to the amount 
of more than ^10,000. On Sunday, the 14th of 
August, 1670, a similar misfortune cost them sS350^ 
and subsequently, in 1717} as appears in a memoran-* 
dum by the Rev. John Tanner, vicar,, and in 1780, 
two other visitations of the same kind did much 
damage to the property of several individuals. 

Lowestoft is principally supported by the her- 
ring fishery^ in which a large majority of the people 
are concerned, and cured herrings consequently 
form the greatest part of their commerce. 

It has been conjectured, that the fishery here 
was in a flourishing state in the time of the Romans^ 
for the herring was certainly known to their legions^ 
on the eastern shores of Britain, who had probably 
acquired a knowledge of this fish from the con- 
tiguity of their station atBurgh Castle to the ocean* 

The fishery, however, on this part of the coast, 
is presumed to have originated at Lowestoft, as the 
most convenient station then existing for the fisher- 
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■den ; but they, as Yannoiith increased ki c&sse aB4 
opulence, gradually transferred themselyes to the 
latter, and probably founded that spirit of rirabry 
and opposition, so productive in afbertimes of the 
disputes and even bloodshed that e^ist^id belnreei^ 
the two towns. 

The great disputes betwe^i the people of Ybm^ 
mouth and Lowestoft, commenced in the former 
being allowed, by laws enacted for that purpose, to 
impose certain customs or duties upon merchandizii 
and fish landed or sold within the limits pf Kirkley* 
Roads, whi^h the latter were ei^tremdy unwilling 
to submit to, the more particularly, as this privilege 
had been converted into a complete monopoly of ito 
herring fishery. The progress and arrangen^nt of 
this dissention are detailed at great length ip GiUing* 
water's and S wi^den's histories, ai^d has been idiie^dy 
noticed at page 37 of this volume; it may, hdwev^^ 
be necessary to state, that in 1597> it was finally 
ordered by act of parliament, that the admeasturer 
ment for determining the extent of the Yarmouth 
liberties in Kirkley Roads should take place and 
begin at the Crane Key, in Yarmouth, and proceed 
in a direct manner towards the reading place, neai? 
the sea shore, where the fishermen usually ^chor^f 
to make sale of their herrings ; and at the end of 
the seven leuks or miles, a post, or some othep 
apparent mark, should be set up to determine, in 
future, the exact extent of the liberties of Yarmouth. 
Notwithstanding this arrangement, in 1659, the 
dispute was renewed by the burgesses, who pur- 
sued the same course they had previonsly taken, 
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by insisting that the admeasurement was to be^n 
at the mouth . of their Haven^ instead of the 
Crane Key, and consequently that the limits of 
their jurisdiction extended to the south of the town 
of Lowestoft. Stimulated perhaps by a desire of 
making reprisals for the mischief Lowestoft had 
ocoa»oned to their shipping and mercantile con- 
eems during the civil wars, they conceived this a 
proper opportunity to prosecute their hostile intoi- 
ticms> by endeavouring to exclude the merchimts 
of the latter, already too much circumscribed, 
entirely from the benefits of the fisheries. The 
xenewid of the contest at this time was particularly 
unfortunate for the Lowestoft men, who were over- 
whelmed with misfortunes through their loyalty, 
during the late rebellion, having been exposed to 
the merciless plundering of the soldiers;, who had 
lived at free quarters upon them. The disastrous, 
effects of the terrible fire, which had consumed thelc 
property to the amount of more than ^10,000., and. 
nearly destroyed the town, were still severely felt; 
added to which, their seamen were absent, and 
compelled to meet the exigencies of war, by man- 
i4ng the royal navy in its expeditions against the 
Putch, at that time a very formidable enemy. In 
the midst of these misfortunes, the Yarmouth men 
fitted out an armed ship to annoy them, by which 
they were severely distressed; and entirely defence- 
less and ruined, as they were, their only resource 
was, to throw themselves upon the legislative pow- 
ers of the country, to which they determined tq, 
appeal, and accordingly presented their complaint 
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to the Lords of the Privy Council^ before whom, 
and the other legal authorities, the dispute was 
sharply contested, during the space of four yei»:^y 
until 1663. It was superintended, on the parffe 
of Lowestoft, by three spirited individuals, 
Mr. James Wilde, Mr. Samuel Pacey, and Mr. 
Thomas Mighells, who after many difficulties and 
delays (through the iutervention of the House of 
Lords,) once more decided the dispute, by causing 
the boundary mark to be removed, and compelling 
the Yarmouth burgesses to confine the impositioti of 
the duties within their own limits. In order to de-. 
fray the charges of this suit, the townlsmen had re* 
course to the same measures which had been resort- 
ed to in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to meet the: 
expenses of the litigation respecting Kirkley Gbvefi,^ 
viz. to apply the rents of the town lands. On this 
occasion, however, they levied, between the years 
1660 and 1674, a tax upon the herring fishery^ 
at certain rates per last, which collectively amount- 
ed to 6£519. 3s. 3d. This sum, and the levy upon : 
brewers and coopers of ^62. 10s., were expended; 
in discharging all debts incurred by the town in 
the prosecution of this suit, which cost them in the , 
whole nearly ^£600. The money disbursed dunng : 
its progress in conducting it, was chiefly borrowed- 
of Messrs. Wilde, Pacey, and Mighells. Mr. Wilde, 
being the principal conductor, with his exertions, 
his fellow townsmen were so well satisfied, that they; 
unanimously voted, and presented to him a silver^ 
tankard, of the value of a^lO. 9s., as a mark of their 
esteem and approbation. : , 
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The burgesses of Yarmouth unwillingly aequi- 
tfoed in the decision of the House of Peers^ and not- 
withstanding the late accommodation which had 
taken place* about the Michaelmas of 1663, (being 
the first herring season after the second admeasure- 
sieatf) they actually recommenced hostilities in 
Lowestoft South -Roads, by seizing a Dutch yagger 
and a French fishing yessel, although tbey were 
deaiiy without the jurisdiction, under pretence of 
tfirir not having paid the duties to Yarmouth, 
Imtin reality to renew the warfaxe with their fellow* 
countrymen of Lowestoft. From the Dutchman they 
took a barrel of red herrings, and from the other 
some cooking utensils, of the value of 13s. 4d., 
w^fiskg that the sum claimed by them amounted to 
14s.each,which they insisted upon retaining until the 
j^yments were made. This proceeding so intimi- 
dated the foreigners, that few or none could be pre- 
vafied upon to anchor or deliver there, to the great 
prejudice of the Lowestoft interest. The matterwas 
9kpk\n proceeding to a legal decision, when Dr. Lewin, 
thmi Judge of the Admiralty Ck>urt of Suffolk, inter- 
fered, and by his advice, this last affair was happily 
conlpromised, by both parties paying their own costs, 
and thus it ended ; from which period, the Lowes- 
toft pedple scrupulously resolved to maintain the 
boundary post between the two towns inviolate, 
wMch they sedulouslyperformed, and thus prevented 
aiiy further differences from breaking out, until 
times and circumstances altering, conspired to 
render the omission of the boundary mark no longei* 
of any consequence* 
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A dreadful storm of thunder, lightning, and hail, 
happened in this town and neighbourhood, on the 
30th July, 1730, when hailstones are recorded to 
have descended, which measured from six to nine 
inches in circumference, and broke in their fall all 
the glass windows on the Tvest side of the town, 
and beat down and spoiled the standing corn for 
upwards of three miles in length and one in breadths 
the replacing of the glass in the windows alone, 
cost the inhabitants more than ^300. 

The town of Lowestoft stands upon a lofty emi^ 
sence, commanding a fine prospect of the ocean, 
and has, when viewed from the sea, a noble and 
interesting appearance. The declivity of this 
height, formerly a barren slope of sand, has been 
eminently improved by the art and industry of the 
inhabitants, and now presents a variety of beautiful 
gardens, descending from the houses above to the 
basis of the cliff, where a chain offish-houses serves 
to shelter them from the rude assaults of the pene- 
trating easterly winds, which sweep across the 
desert and extensive tract of sand that intervenes 
between the town and the ocean. The principal 
street is about a mile in length, and lies upon a 
gradual descent, from north to south facing the sea, 
intersected by several smaller passages or lanes 
east and west. The major part of the houses 
are handsome modern buildings, chiefly erected upon 
the ancient foundations. On the west side of the 
high-street, in about the middle of the town, was 
erected in 1698, a corn cross, and town chamber 
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gnunmar schools, one founded by Mr. Thoma^ 
Annot, merchant, in 1570, endowed urith 20 marks, 
which was afterwards increased to : ^16 per ^n^ 
num. The founder appointed this school for teach* 
ing 40 boys, foi* whosfe accommodation there was 
formerly a school-house in the Town-Close aii^oining 
to the east wall of the church-yard, but being in a 
ruinous state, an allowance was made to the master 
for proidding another. In 1674, the town chamber 
was fitted.up for the reception at' the boys, but was 
Some, years since discontinued ^ for that purpose* 
^e lands belonging to this establishment are- in 
Wheatacre Bui^h, now the property of Alexander 
Adair, Esq. of Flixton, but charged with the pay- 
ment of ^16 per annum, deducting land-tax. 
The grammar school was founded by Mr. Jo|in 
Wilder of this town,*^ who, by his will, dated 22nd 
July, 1735, endowed it for 40 boys. The school-' 
room for this institution was erected iu 1788^ on 
tiie ;ea8t side of the stone-house, beneath the hiH, 
where the master resides. In Bell- lane is the 

• The celebrated Hfenry Wilde, an extraordinary proficient In 
tbe Oriental langaag^es, (commonly distinguished by the appelliiti«B 
of the ArabianTail^r^) was once a schoolmaster in this town. He w'af 
bom at Norwich, and educated at the grammar school of that city > 
bnt his friends being in poverty, apprenticed him to a taHor^ wbleb 
occupation he pursued for 14 years j but becoming known to |>ett« 
Prideanz, he was by that gentleman sent to Oxford, where he taugbt 
the Oriental langnages to yonng gentlemen upon moderate tcrin^ 
Bi* diffidence prereated him. from obtaining much notice^ althongli 
hit talents were of a very superior order, and his industry con* 
g^uentiy met with bnt little enconragement. hi 1721, he remo^refl 
ta lAmAoift^ under the patronage of I>r. Meed, where he spent Uii 
reouusder o(hia life in obscurity. 
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theatre^ a spaciouflrmocleni buildiilg^ erected « tew 
years since by Mr. fisher^ the proprietor and ma- 
nager of a company of oomedians^ who perforai 
in it occasionally. . 

In consequence of the cbnrch beiiig at' 
so great a distance from the town, and ' the 
inconyenience it occasioned to the inhabitants vd 
bad weather, it became necessary to have 'an 
edifice for the performance of public worship, 
in a more commodious situation. Tliere apr* 
pears to haire been yery eariy two chapels in: 
Lowestoft, both of which were erected prior ti> the: 
Reformation. One, named Good- Cross CA<ipe/,long. 
since destroyed by the sea, was situated at the; 
south part of the town*, probably between the high*^. > 
way leading from Lowestoft to Kirkley and. the . 
ocean. It was standing In the reign of Bdward 
the Sixth, as appears by the following entry- 
in the court rolls of the manor: ^^At a general, 
Court Baron with the Leet held in the fourth 
year of the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, ) 
Laurance Robson wa» admitted to a Parcel of, 
Land, of the Waste of the Lord, with a Hoqse ^ 
thereupon built, called The Good-Crass CAapefyCOUr-^ 
taining in length 60 feet and in breath 50 feet, tiie 
west head whereof abuts upon the way.lei^dinj;^* 
from Lowestoft to Kirkley, upon the Snrrend^ qt\ 

Richard : At a Court held on Wednesday ; 

next, after the Feast of the Natinty of Sunt J<^n, . 
Thomas Webb, was admitted on the Surrender of 
the said Laurance Robson."-— Hie building appears 
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to havis been neHher large nor elegant,- but ibm 
offerings tnade to the holy-cross, before the die- 
solntion of the monasteries, . amounted to ^E9 
annually, which was appropriated to the use of the 
iHcar of the parish. At. the south end of the town, 
about half a mile towards the west, is a narrow 
^ne, named Chapel-lane, near which this edifice 
vfM probably situated. 

The other chapel was thatched, and stood 
near the centre of the town, and appears to have 
been erected upon arches, under which were cells 
inhabited during the catholic periods by some re^ 
ligioiis persons. After the dissolution, it was hot 
i^ed as a place of public worship, but suffered to 
fall into decay, and part of the building next the 
street was conyerted into a town-house, for the 
residence of the poor. In 1570, the iuhabitants 
applied to Bishop Parljihurst, for a license to per* 
form divine service again in this chapel, which he 
gpnanted on the 1 1th November ia the same year, upon 
condition that no other public prayers than those 
prescribed in the book of common prayer should 
bis read there, nor the sacraments of the church be 
administered, upon any account whatever. Divine 
service was accordingly performed in it until 1676, 
when, from its decayed state, it became wholly unfit 
for that purpose, and weekly prayers were read in 
the town chamber. In 1698, the old chapel waff 
entirely taken down and rebuilt by subscription, 
with the com cross and town chamber, under the 
diiection of Captain (afterwards Sir Andrew) Leake 
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and Doctor Joseph Peake, at an expeniie of about 
ii£350. Al though the sacraments were prohibited at 
the old chapel, yet baptism appears to have been 
performed at the neiv; for on the 29th Decemberj 
1699, Elizabeth Darkin was baptized there, being 
the first ceremony of the kind ever performed in 
the new building. On the north side stood the 
font, the gift of Mr. John Jex, merchant, which 
in 1763 was removed to the south-east end of 
the chapel, and 10 years afterwards, when the 
north end of the corn cross was enclosed, it waQ 
again removed to the north-east corner of the build- 
ing. On the east, west, and north sides are galleries; 
the pulpit and desk are on the south. Suspended. 
ff*om the roof, in the centre, is a large brass chan- 
delier, presented to the town by Mr. Martin Brown, 
an eminent merchant of Rotterdam, a native of 
Lowestoft. Prayers are now read on Sundays dur- 
ing the winter, except when the sacrament is ad- 
ministered at the church; and also upon Wednes- 
days and Fridays throughout the year, and all other 
holydays. This chapel is much frequented by the 
aged and infirm, who find it more convenient to 
attend in bad weather than the church. Near the 
Swan-lane is a fragment of black flint building, 
probably the remnant of a religious house, which 
Gillingwater thinks formed part of a cell, 
appertaining to the priory of St. Bartholomew; 
but nothing more satisfactory than conjecture is 
adduced by him in support of his opinion. 
It is believed there were formerly two or three 



Guilds or trading companies in Lowcatoft^ to It faicb 
belonged several houses, but the propettf cattnoft 
now be identified. One guild only can be traced, fol$ 
an acre of land, known to be tbe most ancient par(^ 
the yicarial endowment, was given by some religion 
person, for tbe support of a light before tbe imagH^ 
of Saint Roch ;* but whether the figure of tbtsSaiiiA 
was placed before an altar in the church, or in.oiiiet 
of the chapels, has not been ascertained, bat ^toat^ 
likely in the former. This land came to the Crow^ai 
at the dissolution, and paid ^pension of 3s. 4(kj 
per year, with 8d. for an acquittance from the vicar^: 
which payment was purchased of the Crown, ial 
1788, for five pounds. > -vt 

Several religious sects have arisen, at different 
periods, within this town, the principal of whicb 
is the society of Independants or Congregational^ 
Dissenters. Gillingwater says, that before the year . 
1689, this sect was a very inconsiderable body. 
In that year, the learned Mr.. £mlyn came to 
reside and officiate in Lowestoft, and they formed, 
a kind of dependant assembly on the congregation 
of the same persuasion at Yarmouth. At this early 
period, they had no other building for the exercise of ^ 
their worship than a barn, in the Blue Anchor-lane^ 
until 1695, when a decent structure was erected for, 

♦ Saint Roch lired in the 14th Century, and was Lord of MmiI^; 
pelier, but abandoned his fortunes and became a p.lgrim. He cofcd - 
many persons of the plague in France, and was at last attacked him-^ 
self by that disorder, but healed through the attachment of a dog, 
for which reason he is always represented in pictures with a disftMd - 
thigh, and one of those animals. 
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them oa the trent side of the: high-street, '^rhieh is 
BOW ased, and is a very tolera)^le•buiIdinp. Frpm the 
period of Mr. Emlyn's isettlhig among them, they 
gradaally increased in ntiuibel*?, udUI about 1735^ 
wiien they decreased, and bare ever since beeo gra* 
dually diminishing. Several ll^arned inch niigbt be 
enumerated as having occupied the ofllice of pastoif 
to this society; amongst others, Mr. Samuel Say 
was elected preacher in 1707 or 1708. This gcp tie- 
man was the author of several sermons, two or 
three only of which were printed; he was also 
the biographer of the celebrated Mrs. Bridget 
Bendish, Cromwell's grand-daughter^ with wliom 
he was personally acquainted. 

A cruel and barbarous incident occurred here 
connected with one of the members of this society, 
which sufficiently marks the folly, ignorance, 
and superstition of the age in which it was 
committed. In 1663, Mr. Samuel Pacey, one of 
the principal dissenters at Lowestoft, commenced 
a prosecution against Rose Cullender and Amy 
Duny, two poor and unfortunate old widows, for 
wit(v craft, on suspicion of having bewitched his two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Deborah, one eleven the 
other nine years of age. Amy Duny, in consequence 
of this suspicion, was first placed in the stocks, the 
other old woman was shortly afterwards appre- 
hended, and they were both formally indicted at 
the ensuing Lent assizes, held at Bury, 10th March, 
1664, before Sir Matthew Hale^ Knt. Lord Chief 



the tw» dM i g i htcfs cf Mr. Ftee^. Bcnpaiw 
twSgmtd they p i MJcd Bot gdlj, aad after a bi^ 
CMBTse of the iMSt abcari aad tf a ga slhgni i uMii^ 
the prisoners were fiMmd gdSly oad onrteaeed to 
death, aadoB Moaday^ Ae I7thorilaieh IMoww 
iag*, to the etcraal diagiace of the accaim aad 



tW virld. la eztmaattiMi of the crvelty W Ike 

■at ealy witk cte aikfeinte aad vmlgar. hai wkk f f «Mi aiwiatl^ 
walks ef aaacty, eainemt for ttcir p i ety ai 
pcfsecatar aftke aaay aalbttaMte aU 

wka aic^ fca style kuaseif tke witck-fiader feaeral, aad actaally, 
ickcn, received a coaMBiMioafiraM Aa PhrfiaiMat afWii, fo 
a circait of Ike coantry la order to discover IkcB. Tkia 
iiacreMi» wko kad flit, for every tawa ke riHtcd, caaaed 
ta ke kaa^^ at Bory, 16 at Tarmoalk, aad atkcia i|i 
■rtsofike coaalry,aMiantiBi^Hilke vkoleta«>pcffaaaa. 
Ta cxiart ro a f t iBi oa, ke aacd to sviai tucae aafaitaate creahureat by 
^yiaf Iketr tka»ha aad toes, aad tkrowU^ Ikcsi iato tke malcr. 
At fesgtk soae fcatWmea, dismasted by kla karkari^, deteraiaed 
la pal aa cad to it, aad tjini^ kis tkaaifes aad toes tof etker tkfj 
Ikrew kia iafia tke water, wkeo ke was foand to swim aa weHas kis 
vktUM^ Bailer allades to tkis circa ■sMnre, aad ridicalea tke 
^rfiaawat aad tketr coHMary, ia tke &rd caato oi Uadibus^ 
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« A ledger to tke devU seat, 
■* Fatly eMpowcr*d to treat aboat 
•*' Foidiai^ rerolted witckcs oat ? 
<" Aad kas ke aol wiikia a year 
**■ Haag*d tkreescore of tkeai in a shire^ 
*^ Wko after prored kioself a witck, 
*' Aad aMde a rod for his owa breech.** 
A a i bais a d or Hopklas, as Bailer ladicroosly 

tiie above expedicat of these kiUBdae geatlcmzD, coapletcly driven 

•at of tke coaaty. 
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Xfiffp^Bfih to %hi^ gfefxt |[^raicter vlio preside^ fbef: 

Doctor J3r9^q» > , pl]^sic|^, of JSToin^f^i^.i^JipfM^ 
^]nf^emoe w^ qomptet^ly 4e»c|^fe ogsdoAi %^ 
Ibrtuaate women, rendered lupos^ i^nppe^jl (sq;^ 
spiciipug for his ia&^toiatefl igii^r^^e« JB^e.^jfiffi^ 
^ tliitl b(9 Mras eieariy oij^iaiQu iliG...tw^^ 
were really bewiicbed, for that ia fieoip^itfjs^, jlbert 
h^dbf^Q lately a great d^ceveiy f f ^firitieb^, imA. 
^om spme books that had been {Ni^dis^MeA 
^hat kingdpm., it ^appeared that t^ «4tc^^ (tlf^t 
^ad used the same ^methQd£(,,0f 9SiGti^^n.^|^i^^ 
as had been praqtised by the prlspnerai*'' - > ^ . : .: 

^ : in the highrstreet, near the north-entniBee df the^ 
town, is a neat meeting-hoase, eraotei for liiie.Baq»^. 
tists, wiiose society, however, is nc^ weary cA^idBr'^ 
able. The methodists made their first' appearancie im 
Lowestoft in 1761, introdaeed by thieir great leader,' 
John .Wesley, who oeeasiooally vimted theihi, and 
preached at that time in a pritate hoosiB; seat' 
the middle of the old market-place. In 177^9 ^ef 
purchased a piece of ground in Frary-laqiey a9d4SOO]i> 
afterwards erected a meeting-hbase upon it, whiek 
was opened by Mr. Weslej^, on the Idth 'OP 
NoFember in the same year. . Ilieir present^ pla4^ 
of worship is a large, handsaaie,. and cpmmodipEiur 
building, in. the centre of the town, and is.,^ell 
adapted to their daily increasing congregation. , 

« » The improprijation. of Lowestoft is pr€;sufnpd tp 
have been presented by King H^nry the Fir/j^ti 
to the. priory of St. Bartholomew^ i^ji, L^a^OAii (pf. 
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H 10 certahiy that seTend churcIieB in Sidfoflk 
were giT<m by bim towards avgmeiitiii|^ th^ 
endowment of the priorj^ and the grant was eon- 
finned to tliat regions hooge by a cbarter of iSenry 
tibeTUrd, in 1290^ in wbieh the chorch <tf tlrfs 
parisb is pardcolaiiy mentioned. Lowestoft is a 
Ticarage, at present endowed with the great tytlies. 
At the dissolntion. Sir Richard Rich, afterwiMrds 
Lord lUcli, of Fdsted, in Essex, liad a grant oif 
file priory of St. Bartholomew, when it is supposed 
the impropriation of this chureh came to him, and 
was sidiseqnently vested in Ms fomily. In 171% It 
was the property of the three grand*daughters of 
Mr. Church, of Pakefield, and there was then a 
rait in Chancery respecting it; forbyadecreeof that 
Courty it was ordered to be sold, and was purehfised 
of the hdrs of Mr. Church by the Rer. John 
Tanner, then Ticar of Lowestoft, at the price of 
^if 1050. In order to efifect this purchase, Mn 
Tanner procured Queen Anne's bounty, amounting 
to «£200, and opened a subscription, which was 
Uberally supported by the gentlemen of the town 
and county, and added to his own contribution, 
enabled him to complete this very desiraUe acqui-^ 
ration to the vicarage, which before that time was 
Tery meanly endowed. 

The records of the church were all consumed 
by the fire, which took place in the vicar's house in 
1606, and consequently the exact period of the 
foundation of the ancient building cannot be cor- 
rectly ascertamed ; but it was most likely erected 
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iooii after the introduction of Christianity into the 
kingdom of the East Angles. By the grant of 
Q^nry the Firsts it is evident there was a church 
here in the 1 1th century. It may now be difficult to 
'determine its architecture, and appearance, at. that 
period, but it was probably a very mean building. 
Which bore littie or no resemblance to the present 
stately structure. In the reign of Henry the 
finst it was in a decayed state, and was stilt more 
iruinOtts in 1230, when it was confirmed by charter 
6f fienry the Third to the priory of St. Bartholo^ 
inew, at which time the monks were in fuU posses- 
sion of the church and impropriation. At what 
period the prior of St. Bartholomew removed the 
old structure and erected the present one, does not 
appear; but It must hav^ been in the interval be- 
tween the years 1230 and 1365, for Weever men- 
tions a monumential inscription* of the latter' date 
in the new building; it is therefore clearly mani- 
fest, that the present church was erected prior fo 
that year. 

The n^ve, the south aisle, and the chancel^ were 
the ^rst parts of the old structure taken down and 
replaced i the north aisle was not rebuilt until a con- 
siderable time afterwards, as may be inferred from the 
form of the windows, the arches in ^ the former being 
much more acutely pointed than those of the latter^^ 
which are in a more obtuse style of architecture. 

The new structure was erected entirely at the 
charges of the priory of St.. Bartholomew, and jthe 

**' Robert IngloMe, Esquyer, which djed in Anno, ia8&.** . 



expetiMs of keeping it in repair were probablf 
dkawh from tbe same floorce. 

It appears^ that tlie church hmdfifof this parish 
were .never under the absolute power of tli^ 
ipnonks, as the impropriation was> but were giren for 
Uie sole use and support oC the. building; for at th6 
(dissolution of the religious houses, when the priory 
w:as granted to Sir ftichard Rich, in the SGth 
of Henry VTIL^ the parishioners bad influence 
enough to prevent them from being aHenated 
with the other endowments of the prioi^. In 
the year 1592, however, notwithstanding the 
iands were retuned after tlie dissolution of the 
monasteries, the town was much distressed with 
keeping the church in repair, for it cost them 
at thi9 time upwards of sS200i part of which 
fras liaised from premiums made by granting, 
leases of the town lands under their full yaluCfi 
and at different times considerable sums of 
money have been expended for reparations done 
to th^ building.. The rents and profits . of 
%hsLt part of the lands given for the use of 
the chitrch, is now appropriated to keeping; it 
in repair, and furnishing it with the necessary 
briiaments and utensils. At the commence* 
mentof the I7th century, in consequence of the 
Misapplication of the rents of these lands, and 
the alienations previously made, the expence of 
fejMurihg the church devolved in a great measure 
lipbn the inhabitants, who, conceiving themselves 
aggrieved, applied to the Court of Chancery for re- 
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dtess, requesting that a commission might be issued 
to inquire into these abuses, which was accordingly 
granted; and an inquisition was held at Lowestoft, 
in the year 1616, when a decree was issued from 
that Court, (at an expence to the town of ^1 14. lOs.) 
which ordered that the rents of such part of the town 
lands as belonged to the church, should be preserved' 
exclusively for the support of that edifice, in coUf 
sequence of which there is now no church rate in 
this parish, the profits arising from the lands, 
being amply sufficient for keeping the buildii^ in 
order, llie town lands, including those belonging 
to the cht^rch, and some others, amount to 104 
acres. 

The following is an account of the sei^eral 
benefactions to the church and parish, accorcRtigr ' 
t0 the best evidence collected by Mr. Gillingwater 
in 1773. 

Sixty-aevea acres of land, a windmilU aod diTers ieooemeats 
and dole lands, -were given by some person, whose name is not 
recdrded, towards the repairs and ornaments of the church, and 
ofter necessary tises of the town. The donor of this property wto 
unknown as far back as the 6th of Edward the Sixth, - 1552, when 
John Jettor, tlie only surviving feoffee, made a new ieoffineat, the 
20th qf June, and said that he, together with divers persons deceased^ . 
had by them the feoffment of Nicholas Hughson and William Fty» 
bearing date the 10th of November, in the 19th of Henry VH:, 

ihod. 

William French left sixty pounds by will, d^ted }4th April, 
1529, to buy free lands, with which 2d acres and a half were bought 
for the use of the poor. The profits of these lands were to be dis- 
tributed after the following manner — ^to thiite^ poor people (^llie 
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town of Lowestoft, thirteen-pence every Sunday ; and thiee shillingt 
and four-pence yearly to the churchwardens, for their Ihmbfe. 

Thomas Annot founded a grammar school^ an. which* in 
1570». was settled by him and his aaugns^ sixteen pomids per 
annnnu 

The g^ver of two houses (formerly four, but two were deaUoyed 
by fire in 1707») in the Fair-lane, formerly part of the parish 
woikhouse, is unknown : the giver of a house, towards the south end 
of the high-street, is also unknown. . . * t 

Ann Qirling, widow, gave, in 1584, her.bam, iioose, and 
teo^ment by the Old Market, for the use of the honest poor, the 
icnts thereof to be^en them in firing. . 

James Wilde gave a house and pightle under the cliff, 'to buy 
one doxen penny loaves, to be given to the poor every' Sunday, after 
divine service. 

James Wilde, in 1684, gave a large silver plate, for the use 
of the communion table. 

James Hocker, a labourer, who died of the small pox in 1710; 
gave his a//, about one hundred and twenty pounds, wit)i part oC 
which, a stone and brick house, in the Fair-lane, was bought, and 
is now occupied by such persons as tiie churchwardens may appoint. 

John Hay ward gave by his will, dated in 1719, to the 
cfamchwardens, fifty-two shillings per annum, to be given awa|c 
weekly to the poor. 

Nathaniel Symonds, Esq., of Yarmouth, (who died in 1720,) 
in bis will, charged his estate at Lowestoft, with twenty shillings a- 
year, for fifteen ysars, to be laid out in religious books, to be given 
to tiie poor of Lowestoft, for the better encouragement of the 
christian religion. 

Mrs. Dorothy Mighells, widow, gave two silver fiagcms^ 
weight 146 ounces 13 pennyweights, for the use of the commum'oa 
table, the first m 1711, the second in 1735. 
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John Wil()e gave by will, dated 22nd July, 113% all his 
estate in Worlingham, after the decease of Elizabeth Smithson^ 
ttfterwaitls FsrrysoQy consisting of hooses, bams, stables^ nsA 
lands. And also the following estate at Lowestoft, consisting of 
a house in the high-street, and fish-houses adjoining; a shop in 
the high-street, a meadow in the Mill-lane, aJiouseqalledRbtierdam 
House, at the cross- way leading to Smithes marshy and also a bni- 
ary (or piece of uncultivated land,) containing six acres aAd a half* 
with intent to have a grammar-school fof forty bo^ eBtaiitiadlediJB 
this town, of which the ministers and churchwardens for the time 
being were appointed to be the trustees; and directed tiiat n Berifion 
dimild be preached. on the 2ard December annually, on tiidse- 
weids— '* Train. up a child ia the way he. should go,: and. :When he 
is old he will not depart firom it** 

Tlie Rev. John' Troiighton, formerly curate of the parish, 
and master of Annofs school, left, in 1735, ten pounds, with wbjch, 
and ten poimds more given by the Rev. Mr. Tanner, a velvet pair 
was purchased in 1737, and the profits arising from the use thereof 
are divided among the poor. 

Mr. Samuel Barker gave, in 1758, a silver plate, for the use of 
the communion table. 

Mr. Martin Brown, merchant, of Rotterdam, gave the brass 
chandelier in the chapel; and left a sum of money, under the ma- 
nagement of Mr. Wilde, sufficient to ^:ect four ho98eBfor ix>or 
persons, with which the alms-houses, at the west end of tbe BeU-iane^ 
were erected in 1716. 

The Rev. John Tanner, vicar of the parish, must ever be con- 
sidered one of the principal benefactors, having by his good manage- ^ 
meat, purchased the impropriation, forttie benefit of the vicars; 
and in. 51 years* residence, greatly beautified the church, about 
which he expended more than three hundred pounds. • \ 

Mr. Aldous Arnold gave, in 1763, a silver cup and strainer, 
for the tise of the communion table. 

In 1772, two acres of land were enclosed on the' north'com- ' 
moo; by the churchwardensi foi the use of the^oor. 
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TbepatFOBage of Lowestoft is in tbe Bishop 
of ^orwich^ and the vicarage was yaliied in tbe 
King's books at ^10. U., and by Qoeen Ame, mt 
^43. I6s. 6d. according to Eeton^ and congeqnentiy 
discharged from the payment of first fruits and 
tenths. Before the cUssoIution of the monasteries^ 
the annaal valoe appears to liave been ^44. 4s. iid. 
whkh was thus computed — 

T6 UbotttB en^yed in the North Sea and kdaad 
fidHTieiy half a dole each voyage, 10s. each... •••.*• 14 

To Privy Tythe* 13 ^ 

To oblations at the Holy Cross, in GoodXJrosa 

aApd, at Lowestoft «. 9 JO 

' To gl^ hay, herbage, lactage, pigs, offerings, 
inarriages, baptisms, and burials. ••• ••.•» 8 12 8 

£44 12 8 
Deduct synodals and procurations. • 8 2| 

£44 4 5i. 



In an inquisition, taken in tlie commenGemeot.> 
4if the reign of Elizabeth, for ascertaining its value, 
it was adjudged to be worth i£2b. 17^. 10|c2. after 
deducting 8^. 2ld. for synodals and procurations. 

• ■ ■ 

This valuation, however, was complained of, as 
hdng too great, and a second valuation was taken 
19th February, in the eighth year of Elizabeth, bjr 
John Blennerhasset, Thomas Playter, and John 
J.emyngham, Jun. Esquires, and WiUiam Roberts, 
Gregory Payne, and John Duke, gentlemen, Com- 
mis^oners, in order to ascertain more particularly 
the real value of tbe vicai'age, when after the 
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most circumstantial enquiry, it was determined to 
be worth only ^9. 4s. 5^d. There being some mis- 
understanding concerning it, on the 26th April, in the 
same year, another inquisition was taken in the 
Common Hall, at Lowestoft, for a similar purpose, 
when the value was declared to be as before ; but 
neither of these estimations being accepted by the 
baron of the Exchequer, a further enquiry was 
made, and the value was finally fixed at sSlO. is. 
This living, however, has been many years consoli- 
dated with Kessingland.* 

The church is a noble building, situated neiirly 
half a mile to the west of the town, and is 
tliought to have been placed at that distance to 
protect it from being undermined by the sea, as it 
is probable that when this edifice was erected, the 
ocean approached much nearer to the cliff than at 
present. It is nearly 183 feet in length, 57 in 
breadth, and 43 in height, and consists of a square 
tower, nave, and two side aisles, which are separated 
from each other by two rows of handsome pillars. 
A stately porch, on the south side, forms the princi- 
pal entrance, in a niche on the exterior of which 
was anciently placed the figure of St. Margaret,! to 

* Kessing^land, a neighbouring ▼illage, three miles to the 
■oath of Lowestoft, is a yicarge endowed with g^eat tythes. 
1b the reign of £dward the third, 30 June, 1362, it was given to the 
NoDSy ninoresses of the order of Saint Clare in Londom, 

f St. Margaret, the daughter of a Heathen Priest, was bora at 
Antiocfa. Olybins, proddent of the East, under the Romans, intended 
to have espoused her, but finding she was a Christian, deferred his 
marriage until he could persuade her to renounc^e her religrion, but 
not being able to acoompiish that, he put her to the aiost cruel 
torments, and at last executed her, in the year 278. 

M M 
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whom the building was dedicated. On the ceTtmg 
of the porch is an ancient symbol of the Trinity^ 
similar to the one formerly depicted on the rood 
loft of Norwich cathedral, drawn in a manner pe- 
culiar to the early churches. On the outside are 
two shields, emblematical of the crucifixion; on one 
of them appear the cross, reed, and spear in saltier, 
with the scourge and nails, and over it a label for the 
superscription ; on the other shield is the cross only. 
Over the porch, which is very lofty, is an apartment, 
long since disused, named the Maid's Chamber.* 
The plan of this church is exactly similar to 
the ancient ecclesiastical buildings, divided into- 
two principal parts, the nave or body, and the 
sacrarium or chancel, which arc uniformly of the 
same height, and receive the light from 16 demi 
windows <above the side aisles; the latter extend 
exactly half the length of the chancel. The end of 
the north aisle, beyond the nave, was intended forj 
and is still used as the vestry, and enclosed and- 
fitted up for that purpose by the Rev. Mr. Arrow, 
vicar, in 1769. The end of the south aisle, which 
is of the same proportions, was named the prothesi^,. 
or side table, used as a repository for the plate and 

* There is a tradition, that the apartment received this appel- 
lation from two maiden sisters, whose names were Elizabeth and 
Katherine, who, at some period prior to the Reformation, resided in. 
it, and entirely secluded themselves from the world. These two 
ladies are supposed to have caused the two wells, named the BtuAet 
WelUy between the church and the town, to have been made at their 
own expense, for the benefit of the inhabitants. Basket is supposed 
by some to have been derived from Bets and Kate^ the names of 
tiic founders,, but this is certainly rather a far-fetched etymolog^y. 
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ornaments, belonging to the altar. It formerly 
comrounicate^ witfi the chancel by a dbbr, the 
arched 8pace of which now remains^ as did also 'th6 
vestry at the termination of the north aidle/ A 
screen forn^erly separated the nave and chancel^ 
and in it were the holy gates or doors that led t^ 
the latter, which, in the early ages, were always kept 
shut against the laity, except at the celebratiioinbf 
the sacrament. . : : . . > 

Over tills screen was placed, the ^q^CQllatiBd. or 
latticed ga^ery, named the.roodlQft^*,t]^e^t;{^i^.lea^^^ 
jiag.to which Have been diseqvered oo.l)Qth,$j[d(es^f\f 
the building: some remains.pf the screen were ;^il^]^ip 
in 1710> but they have now quite disappeared. 

* By the rood, was anciently meant either a crucifix or the image 
^f some saint placed in the churches. These imagoes v^tpe'^^ef (a 
shrines or tabernacles, and the place where they stood was named the 
food loft, which was commonly over or near the passage, 6ut of the 
body of the church into the clliancel. In its primary iij^i^eiUiton^ is 
Janius obnerves, the rood denoted any sort of image, b^^ was after- 
wards peculiarly adapted to our Saviour as fixed on the cross/or, .to 
the cross itttelf. In this church, Christ was represented on 'tVe cross, 
with the Virgin on one side, and Saint John on .the -olher,: placed 
immediately o-ver the principal door, in the divisio^i of t^i^e uatq a^d 
chancel. Thus separated, the former typified the church militaut, 
the latter the church triumphant, and all whf» wouTd'enteir the ^acra- 
jriom must pass under the rood, figuratively^ t« carry the cypffi, , | fn. 
the year 1548, the first of Edward VI. according to Bishop Burnet, 
the images and shrines in the rood lofts of all English churches, 
were ordered to be taken down. Upon the accessi<^n of Queen Mary 
they were restored, but aC^erwards removed by her successor. In 
churches which had a roodlpft,. there was laLwa^s hanging over 
it, a small bell, which was rung at particular parts of divine 
service, as at the consecration or elevation of the host, whence it 
obtained the name of the sacring or consecrating bell, to rouse the 
attention of that part of the audience who skt at the south-east 
and north-east corners of the church, and wlio could not well see 
what was transacting at the high altar. 
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The chancel is extremely neat and elegant, and 
was thoroughly repured^ when the impropriation 
was purchased^ by the Rev. Mr. Tanner, who en- 
tirely wainscotted the east end, part of the north 
and south sides, erected the seats at the west end^ 
and raised the five free-stone steps leading to the 
communion table, which extend the whole breadth 
of the building. The chancel was also much orna-* 
mented by his successor, the Rev. Mr. Arrow, who 
erected a new altar piece, enclosed the communion 
table with some very handsome iron work, opened 
thi^ lower part of the altar window, which was 
before bricked up, and caused it to be glazed. 

This window, the greatest ornament of the 
church, is now of stained glass, and viewed from 
the nave, appears to the greatest possible advantage 
It was presented to the parish, a few years since, by 
Mr. Robert Allen, an ingenious gentleman of 
Iiowestoft, who ei^ecuted it himself, and to whom 
it does infinite credit. The subjects are illustra- 
tions of the Hply writ, in a variety of beautiful 
figures; the upper paqes are richly ornamented, and 
the others exhibit the following delineations— :• 

Our first Parents in Eden. 
Their expulsion from Paradise. 
Abraham offering up Isaac. 
Christ baptized in Jordan. 
The Angel appearing to Mary. 
The Crucifixion (in the centre.) 
The figures of Moses and Jtaroi^. 
The Resurrection. 
The Ascension. 
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The four Evangdists. 

Eight Apostles, half lengths. 

The Anns of England. 
The Arms of the Rev. Mr. Arrow, gules, three arrows in 

fess, or, barbed, and flyted proper. Crest — ^An 

wrrow, of the second. 
The Arms of the Rev. Richard Lockwood, the present vicar, 

aigent,afess between three martlets, sable. Crest-^ 
* On tiie stump of a tree, erased, proper, a martlet, 

sable. 
Two roses, one on each side, surmountBd by ciowni. 
Faith, Hope, and Charity — three very beautiful figures. 

Beneath which are the following quotations 
from the gospel — 

** — Faith is tiie substance of filings hoped for, the evidenct of 
things not seen." Hebrews, chap. xi. ver. L 

** — ^Hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
ftedfiai^ and which entereth into that within the veil/' 

Hebrews, chap, vi. ver. 3ux. 

<< Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, {hey 
liball fail ; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether tiieie 
be knoiidedge, it shall vanish away.** 1 Cor. chap. xHi. ver; vni. 

There are two other subjects^ one on each side 
of these figures; the first is 

Christ restoring sight to the blind. 
^'Andhelookedup^andsaid, I see men as trees, walking.** * 

Mark, chap. viii. ver. xxiv. 

The other is 

Christ and the woman of Samaria. 
"There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus 
saith unto her, give me to drink.'* John, chap. iv. ver. vii. 

The figures are admirably executed^ ^nd the 
whole window is very generally admired. 
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The town presented Mr, Allen wldi a piece of 
plate, as a mark of their sense 4yf his generous 
munificence in adorning the church with this 
valuable .glass. 

The font is very ancient, ascended by three 
stone i^teps. On the upper step is an inscription^ 
corroded by time, and now quite illegible, 
probably an Orate for the founder; two rows 
of saints, of twelve figures each, surround4be font. 
These did not escape the fury of the fanatics, .who 
'greatly il^jiired them in 1644, when the Earl of 
Manchester gave a commission to Williaiin Dowsing, 
of Laxfietd, to iiAt the churches of S if oik, who 
appointed his deputy,. Francis Jessope,. of Beccteei, 
'to inspect those of Lothingland. 

.This man removed all the brasses from the 
grave-stones, which bore the inscriptions of Orate 
pro jinima, &c. and the effigies upon them, except 
the foUpwing, which appears to have escaped his 
notice- 
Pray for the soul of Lady Margaret Parker, who died 
the first day of March, Ao. Dni. 1507, on whose soul may God be 
propitious. 

The brasses were sold to Mr. Josiah Wilde, for 
the paltry sum of five shillings, although there was 
a sufficient quantity to cast into a bell, which is 
jiow placed in the chapel. 

This edifice is throughout very handsomely 

■ ]pewed. The rebuilding of the old seats was first 

commenced by Mr. Tanner, in 1746, and the town 
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fonowisg so T^ortfay an example, Gompieted tbe 
remainder, ^hich are of handsome wainsieot, about 
the year 1770, and added a very hand'some desk 
and pulpit.* 

On the east side of the steeple appears a nicheji 
which is supposed to have been used formerly as a^ 
confessional for repentants, and its situation ccr-^ 
tainly authorises the conjecture. 

In 1779^ a gallery was built at the west-end of 
the middle aisle > and in 1780, a vei*y respectable 
orgaxi was purchased, and placed there by th|e 
minister and churchwardens of the punish. 

Several noble monuments adoi*n this edifice,, 
and a few small brasses now remain. 

• * 

At the north-east corner of the north aisle, is- 
a handsome alabaster monument of gilt, in pemory^ 
of Anne, the youngest daughter of Admiral Sir 
Thomas Allen, (then of this town,) with the following: 
inscription— 

In the memory of Amie Allen, youngest daughter of Captaitte- 
Thomas Allen, Admiral of His Majesties Fleet, now in the Mediter- 
ipanean Straights, which Amie departed this moital life upoatfie' laa# 
day of May, Ao. Dni. MDCLXilll, and (^ her age the XVU yeami 

A piotis, virtuous, blamelesse, spotlesse malid^ 

By cruel Death was suddenly bettaid ; 

Of sweetest Life, alas f a BarbaibuS' Ctiihe, 

To Croj)p a flower so sweete, so near the Prime ; 

• • . . 11 
* A large brass eagle, formerly used as a litany desk, upos 

wfiibh part of the church service^ af^tor^leretftMlatlony wM read, i» 

still remaining. This ornament, now nearly 300 years old, is'quit^ 

perfect, and has been removed from its original situation) occup^ng: 

at present a corner of tile iSOuth'tusle. ' - 1 
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Cease bnniBh Teais, Ibrbeaie your grievous moaoe^ 
A happy change, ' Tis a Coelestiall Throne, 
Prepared is, what comfort doth this give, 
1*0 pay a t)ebt, to dye ind yet to live. 

A black marble tomb beneath the monument, 
bears this inscription — 

To this burying place her sorrowful parents, because of their 
love and sorrow conveyed her; to whose ghost they must sactilfice.^- 
The Vital firuit has fiedlen too fast from the unwilling Trtee.— When 
you were alive, a great infection crept over your corrupted Veins, and 
the care of every industrious Bee deceived you. You had no hopes 
of living. A sure expectation of falling. Therefore Heaven takes 
what the Earth deserves not We confess your Deadr was sudden, 
but the Victory is joyful. With life you were yoimg, with feme you 
were old. Remember that you may be a rising Star, which just now 
was a falling one. By which you shew that you remembered that you 
lived to die. 

On the tomb are the arms of Allen, three 
swords in fess, between four mullets. Crest — A 
sword in pale, point upwards. 

Near this, in the same aisle, is a neat white 
tablet — 

Sacred to the Memory of Major Thomas Walker Chambers^ 
of H. M. 30. Reg. of Foot, who after highly distinguishing himsdf 
in Europe and India for 18 years, fell gloriously fighting at the 
memorable Battle of Waterloo, on the 18th day of June» 1815, in the 
34th year of his age. To commemorate this severe loss, and per- 
petuate the affectionate regard of his. father^ Mr. John Chambers 
and other relatives, the above inscription is placed in this, his native 
parish church. 

On the lower part of this hero's tablet, are 
depicted the ensignia of battle, pikes, banners, 
and cannon; and above is an urn* 
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Nearer the west end is a chaste white marble 
tablet, with the following inscription, to one whose 
rising talents, amiable disposition^ and moral worth, 
are affectionately cherished and remembered by 
his surviying relatives and friends — 

Sacred to the Memory of William Hem^ Biame> the yoimgest 
son of James and Anne Brame, who died on the 20th day of April* 
1823, on board His Majesty^s Packet Manchester, on his passage from 
Malta to England, in the 23rd year of his age. 

i 

I 

At the extremity of the aisle, is a si^>erb 
monument with a long epitaph to Mr. Aldous 
Arnold, merchant, who died December 24th, 1792, 
in the 80th year of his age. Three females, the wives 
of this gentleman, are also commemorated upon 
this handsome marble ; above are his anns, sable, 
a chevron, between three dolphins^ argent. Cresi — 
A dolphin embowed, argent. 

In the chancel are afi^ed two tables, with the 
names of the impropriation benefactors, and a 
framed parchment manuscript table, with the 
several benefactions to the parish, recited at page 
261) to which are added the names of Mr. John 
Barker and Mrs. Henrietta Anna Eliza Arnold. 
The latter bequeathed the interest of ^100 towards 
the repair of her late husband's nionument, and the 
overplus not expended for that purpose, to be appUed 
for the benefit of the poor, in any way the minister 
and churchwardens should direct. 

N N 
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Oh^ the Aidis tidar ttfe' irtmy, is a ittt^ iftone^ 

fo'tlie nemoty of a beloved cliild^ Mtoy Katherine Lockiirood; 
dflu^ilit- of the Rev; Ridiaid and Mary Maimer» Lockwood, wto 
departed this life, Novemiber35,>1810» aged 10 yean and 5 months. 

This young lady was daughter of the present 
tfioKS% and niece to his Graee the Archbishop of 
Canterbury: 

On the first step, leading, to the communion 
table^ are two small square pieces of beautiful grey 
mtrble^ thuS' inscribed^ 

B&ry, Ther body of 

the wife of John TanneF, 

John Tanner, 5 1 yean vicar of thia CSnirch, 
who died November 28, was here interred 

1744, December 26th, 

agea'6!^ years. 1759. 

There wasr formerly a monument in this chureh*^ 
for Thomas Scroope,* bishop of Dromore^ irf- 

* Thomas Scroope, surnamed Bradley, from the place of his 
biHb, Wa* dewi^Bded fVoni the noHe family of the Sk»-oopes of 
Torkihire, aad was flnit- a moak of the order of St. Benedict j bat 
finding the rales not strict enough for his conscience, he took 
nponhinr the' profession of a Dbmltoican, and afterwards became* n* 
Carmetlte of NoHi^eh. In this city he wrote n learned treatise npoA 
tlie institatioo- of his order,, and preadied the gospel in liair and^ 
saclLcioth roand the adjacent country. Retiring into a cell, itf his 
ho«ise^ CarineDtetr, lJe>beeamean'A'niDlAn<itcdiirisg twenty- yMM«.- 
Dif^ensed wftb by the Pope, Eugeniu^ IV., he beame bishbi^ of 
Dromore in Ireland. That Pontiff sent him on an embassy to the IsU 
ofiR!hddM;6rwtilcb30urtiey hecOMpolied an elabbrafe roluoie'. Retntft;. 
in#ttt IMitad^hte quittedhfalbiih^prid,. and calne ibts Suffolk^ WMta 
he«|fain embraced a solitary life ; and wandering . alx>ut this town and * 
the neighbouring Tillages, be preached the ten commandments 
to the people, and whateTei' mnntey he could proems, warr<?gtilaH7^ 
distributed to the poor, or employed in pious uses* He lived 
beloTcd and reverenced by the people, and died at Lowestoft in 1^1, 
IheTthof Henry VII. at the ag^ of nearly one hundred years, and 
was buried in the chancel of this church. 
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Ireland!^ and viear pf tbis.padabj who wm here 
buriecU as Weever informs us, '^cum .ejutinihio 
degiaco:" one of the last yerses, of which, in 
English was as follows-^ 

** Tke Soul ^uite worn out with bitt^ ^timme, ^k dlmnttedifrtt 
Ihe body and seeks the Haavens j whilst its eaitfaly Joad^ Js ^leftrto 
join the mother clay.** 

No part of the monument is now to^he^^^m^ 
but in the middle of the chancel is astone^^th tiiue 
eflSigy of the bishop in his episcopal babity his 
crozier in one hand, and the .pastoral sts^ff iu ,the 
other. Several shields, which contained the arms 
of his family, adorned this tombstone enclosed 
within an ornamental border of brass, scarcely any 
remains of which are now to be seen, the matrices 
being nearly empty. The monument of this .pious 
and venerable bishop was most likely destroyed.in 
the general devastation that took place in the reign 
of Edward the VI. 

In the south aisle are monuments and memo- 
rials of the Utbers. The most distinguished of this 
family were Rear-Admiral Richard Utber, who 
took an active part in the naval engagements with 
the Dutch, in the early part of the reign of Charles 
II., and died in 1669; and Captain John Utber, 
liis son, who valiantly lost his life on board the 
Guernsey frigate, in attacking a fleet of Dutch. and 
.Danish vessels, near Bergen, in Norway, on >tfie 
2nd of August, 1665, at the early age of twenty-two 
years : both of these distinguished lOffieeFS .wens 
oatirts "df Lowestoffc. 
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In the south-east eorner of this aisle, are tw^o 
tombs of the Ashb]^. A neat monument over one 
of ihem^ commemorates the fame and brilliant 
actions of Sir John Ashby, Knt. Prefect at the 
Courts of Sandgate, Admiral and Commander in 
Chief of the Royal Navy. This gal]ant Admiral 
displayed his valour in the memorable engagement 
udth the French at Bantry Bay, and subsequently 
off Beachy Head, in 1689, and Cape La Hogue, in 
16Q2. Honoured and esteemed, he closed his earthly 
career on the 12th July, 1693. 

Near Sir John Ashby's monument is another 
to his nephew, James Mighells, Esq., Vice- Admiral* 
and Comptroller of the Royal Navy, who died in 
1733. He first signalized himself by the destruction 
of a French convoy, on the coast of Normandy, in 
170^ and subsequently in the indecisive engage^ 
ment off Malaga, where he commanded a sixty- 
gun ship, named the Monk, on board of which he 
successfully repelled the attack of a vessel much 
superior to his own. The last active service he 
was engaged in, was at Vigo, where he commanded 
in 1719. 

* This town has prodaced many eminent naval characters, 
amonsf whom may be enumerated Captain Thos. Arnold, a brave 
oiHeer, and Captain Sir Andrew Lealce, the latter was Icnij^hted hj 
Qveen Anne, tor his vi^lour in the attacic on Vigo. He led the van 
of the division, nnder Sir George Rool^e, in the disastrous eag^ge- 
ment off Malaga, but received a wound, of which he expired daring 
the action; after it had been drecNsed, this gallant hero wrapped a 
table cloth round his body, and ordered himself to be placed in an 
arm chair upon the quarter deck, that he might be enabled, in his 
last moments, to view the progress of the fight, where he uiidaiiqtedl/ 
f^ iintM be breathed his last. 
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In the same aisle is a handsome white marble 
monument, to the memory of Captain Thomas 
Arnold, another gallant naval officer, who served 
in the British fleet daring forty years, and departed 
this life on the 31st of August, ijsj, aged 58.-^ 

In the middle aisle is the following very singular 
inscription — 

In Memoriam Johannis Wilde, 10. Die 
Augiisti, Anno Dmo. 1644. 

The Cropp Fiill Ripe, Appears 

To Stoope To The Earth; 
And From Its Frait Full Eares, 

A Numerous Birth 
Unto the Reapers Reares. 
Thos Weaie His Labours Prosperously Shid, 
Wch Weare To Some A Being; To Many Bread; 
And Heete His Living Stock Is, Thou'g He's Dead. 
Tis Trve Hee's Sowe'd Agcn, 
But Not For Men, 
His Soule Is Gone, 
And To Her Rest Is Flowne, 
But When They Meet, 
And That The Knotted Sheete, 
Shall Be Untyed, 
By His Triumphant Bryde, 
His Dust Shall Curdle, Into Flesh And Bone, 
And Sleight The Tombe Stone 
Thus Met, Thus Joyn'd, Thus Both Withlnnocence Dies^ 
Theyle Passe To Th' Ever Living, Ever Blest, 
Till When His Ashes Heere Must Rest. 

About the centre of the aisle is an ancient 
stone, with two matrices in the middle, for the 
figures of a man and woman ; the former only re- 
tains Its situation^ with six smaller figures beneath^ 
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probably intended for their ^children. The j&rms 
ha¥e also been reaped ; over the heads of the iwA^ 
principal figures are scriptural scrolls, but no pan 
of the antient inscription nowremfliiis. 

The name of 'Francis Kettlebrov, mho J&ei ia 
1721, has been carved upon the stone, which Js in 
its appearance anterior to that period^ hjM least 
two centuries. 

The exterior of this church is extremely hand- 
some, and has a very imposing appearance. The 
tower is conjectured to ihave belonged to the ori^- 
nal edifice, from the inferiority of its proportions 
to those of the noble building it was intended to 
ornament. It is only 70 feet in height, surmounted 
by a leaden spire of 50 feet, and in its workmanship, 
bears no resemblance to the other part of the 
edifice, to which it is decidedly inferior. Its whole 
appearance proves, that when the old church was 
rebuilt by the priory of Saint Bartholomew, the 
greater part of the tower was suifered to remain, 
after being strengthened by buttresses, and orna- 
mented with a spire, to give it a more modern 
appearance, and assimilate it as much as possible 
to the church. In it were formerly three bells, now 
reduced (on account of the tower not being strong 
enough to support them) to one, on which there is 
this inscription — 

I tell all that do me see, 
Newman of Norwich new-cast me. 

On the summit of the spire is a cross and 
weathercock, which were taJken down in 17B4 
and repured. 
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T&e church-yard is a beautiful spot for im^r- 
meut^ and contains many handsome monuments^ 
The most conspicuous is the pyramidal tomb of 
John Barker, Esq. Here also repose the ash^ of 
the Rev. Robert Potter, the l^te vicar, well known 
in the literary world as the learned translator of 
.^Bschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. Until lately 
his remains were undistinguished by either monu- 
ment or memorial, he having: expressed a decided' 
aversion for such during his life. A plain-tabled' 
monument, however^ has beeti ejected by the 
parishioners, adjoining to the put ward north Walt 
of the chancel, with a suitable inscription ta big 
memory. He died on the 1 1th Augwst^i 1804. 

A stone cros» totmetly stood in this burials 
ground, (which is nearly square) to remind thte: 
passenger of the vicinity of death, and implorethe 
pious tribute of a prayer, for the repose of those' 
who wererhereinterred^ 

Prior to the year 1299, regular registers of 
the institutions to diureh benefices vreife not pr&^ 
served, and it is consequently difficult, if not im- 
possible, to obtain correct infbrmatioti relative to 
these appointments anterior to that year. '!l^e 
following are the names of the vicars of this church, 
from 1308 to the present period. 

l6 &al. Feb. 1308. Jol^ Aysle ad Coll. Dm. J^pTpleno jure. 
KaU Hxyvem. 1330. Ric de Walcote ad ColL £pi. 
3 Id^Sept. 1330. JoHisdeGarboldeshai]l(P.mulemftRingBfield) 

ad Coll. EpT. 
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17 June 1339. Math, de RoUesby (P. mul^cimi Biugfa, 

LothinglaQd) ad Coll. EpL 
7th Feb. 1347. Joh5 Everaid (P. mut. cum. Dec. de Brok) 

ad Coll. E^. 

21 Feb. 1360. Job. de Welberbam (P. mut cum Lound) . 

ad Coll. £^. 

30 Feb. 1365. Wills Homfrey.Testejusprob. XV Sept 1383. 

Sepd 1383. in Cane. (Heyd.) 
1383. A postolicus.* 

William Smoggett, 1385. 
21 Jany. 1432. Wills Sekynton. ad Cdl. Epi. 
25 June 1442. Job. Mildewell. S. Th. pr. ad CoU. Epi. 

21 Dec. 1456. Thomas Shirecroft ad Coll EpT. 

23 Mar. 1456. Johes Manyngham. ad Coll. Epi. 
9 June 1458. Idem denno institutus. 

27 Maij 1478. Tho. Eps Dromorensis. ad Coll. Epi. 

14 Mart. 1490. Robtos Tomson. ad Coll. :^i. 

25 Martij 1507. Joes Wheteacre. ad Coll. E^. 

3 Octr. 1508. Edv. Lee. ad Coll. vie. Geo.' 
12 Maij 1510. Joh. Bayley. S. Th. d. 

22 Octr. 15 1 1. Job. Brown, ad Coll. Epi. 
16 Sepr. 1540. Johes Blomewyle, ad praes. 

Thae Godsalve, Arm. piotracyice. 
14 June 1555. Tho. Downyng, ad praes. Alex. Mather ratione 

Adv. concess. P. Ep. Norw. 
1561. William Naysh. 

24 April 1574. William Beniley, ad CoU. £^ 

1603. Joh. Gleason. 
Dec. 1610. Robtus Hawys, A. M. ad Coll. £pi. 

4 Dec. 1639. Jac. Rous, ad Coll. EpT. 

1660. Joh. Youell, (died in 1676, and lies buried in 
the vestry.) 
30 Oct. 1677. Jos. Hudson, ad Coll. £$I. i 

• The inter? al between 1383 and 1432 is not supplied either 
fn the parochial or In the bishop's reg^ter. This was the consequence 
of a dispute with the Pope, who claimed a risfht of presentation at 
this timey and presented Wm. Smoggett, who, Gillinsrwater thinks, 
was not instituted, 
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d F^b. 1691. Edv. CarietoH. ad CkiAL £{ii. 

19th Aug. 1698. Wm. Whiston, ad Coll^Bpi. 
13th Oct. 1702. Jac. Smith, ad Coll. Epi. 
30 Aug. 1708. Joes Tanner,* ad CJoll. Epi. 

11th Nov. 1760. Joes Arrow. 

26 June 1789. Robtus Potter, prebendary of Norwich* at 

whose death succeeded the present vicar; 
The Ret. Rich. Lockwood. . 

The manor of Lowestoft formed part of the 
large possessions of the Fitz Osberts^ from wfaont 
it came by marriage to the Jemegans, and has 
ever since been dependant upon and descended 
with the manor of Somerleyton^ now vested in the 
Rev. George Anguish in t£ul male. The steward of 
the paramount lordship and its dependencies ia 
Robert Reeve, Esq.f who resides here. . A eourd 
leet has also been held at Lowestoft, by the sucn 
cessive lords of this manor, from time immeitipriaL 

On the crow^ of a hill, beautifully Verdant, at 
the north entrance to the to\^n, is the Upper Light-*: 
house, a round tower of brick and stone, .^bout 

*The re-foander of Kirkley church and the g^^eat and 
manificent patron to Lowestoft, hrother id the learned antiquary^ 
Bishop Tanner, author of the NoiUia Monoitica^ who dyingp before 
it was finished, it was compleated and published Hj the Rer. John 
Tanner, Ticar of Lowestoft. 

f This gentleman is possessed of a great variety of scarce prints, 
drawings, and papers, illastrative of the history of Lowestoft and 
its neigrhbourhood, and a numerons collection of coins; Many. of the 
latter are of the reg^l series of the kingdom, a copious and narO) 
assemblag'e of early tradeftRien*^s tokens and. town pieces, and the. 
latter coinagpes of copper and silver provincial money, with a' cotlee- 
tton^f bronze English medals. The selection of the archseoiofcioal: 
papers and specimens must have been attended witlji much perstn 
verance and industry, and are highly creditable to the. taste and. 
talents of their posseMor. 

O O . - 
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forty feet in keifiit, eri gi— B y erectiecl in 1676; sc 
which time, the upper part, for about two-tlurcb 
of its circumference, was sashed with glass, for 
enabling mariners to observe the blaze of a coal fire 
kept up, during the night, i^ion a hearth within 
the beilding. In consequence of its being decayed, 
in 1778, the elder brethren of the Trinity House 
•rdered the top to be remored, and replaced by one 
mi ibe newly-inrented reflecting cylinders, whidb 
perfectly sncceeded. On the summit of the tower 
is a lanterB, se^en feet in height and six m 
diameter, glased with the best plate glass, tbcr 
frame of which is of copper, with a roof of the same 
metal, properly furnished with lamps and plated 
leflectors. The tower of this fabric has lately beeai 
cleaned and white-washed, and viewed from thee 
■ea (of ifrfueh it commands an ample prospect) 
has a very interesting appearance. On the west 
ride are the arms of the Trinity House, and be^ 
neath them those of Samuel Pepys, Esq. with the 
following inscription — 

Erected by the brotherhood of the 

Trinity House of Dq>tford Strond, 

la tibe mastenhip of Samud Pepys»* Esq. 

Secietwy to the Admiralty of En^aiki^ 

Anno 1676. 

• Lord Braybrooke hat lately publiaiied the Memoirs of Mr.. 
Ttpj; irbo wai Secretary to the Admiralty in the reigns of 
CbaHea II. and JfRne» II., comprisiB^ hio Diary from 1669 to ISSBb 
deciphered by the Rer« John Smithy A. B. of St. John^g College 
Cambr S dye, from the original short-haud M. S. S. in the Pepyaiaa 
library, andaaeleetionfromhis private correspondence. To hl» 
Lordship the public is deeply indebted for rescuinir this Talnabl« 
matter flrom the obscnrity of a Colles^c Library, for thronyhont erery 
pag^ of this highly amnsing Diary are scattered a variety of ialaF 
retting and important illuttrations of public and private life at that 
period. 
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Near this tower tare Xhe resmuM of an wAftat^ 
«toiie cross. 

The Lower Light-lunise, on the (beach. Is % 
ftmne of wocNi-work, capalble of beins monNstf ni 
ipleasnre, to accommodarte it to tlie ^eNttges ^Vtfk 
«re frequently taking fiace m the fiitnadon ^ the 
fiands. Vessels coming into or going ovt of Low* 
<e6tofb roads in the night, are en^dbled, by keepii% 
this beacon in a tine with the Upper I^ght, to pMI 
in safety tlirovgh the Stanford channel, wfaieh it 
about a quarter of a mile broad, and lies betwe^ 
the Home and the Barnard Sands. The lamps in 
these beacons bum from sunset to sunriie^ 
throughout the year. 

Daring the late war, this town was pro«^ 
tected by three fortifications, c»ie at each ot 
the north and south extremes, and the lowei;^ 
battery, near the Ness. They wer^ all of the 
usual fort constructions that to the north mounts 
ed four eighteen pounders, had a breastwork^ 
with four angles, a guardhouse, and other conve^ 
niencies: the south fort had thirteen pieces of 
cannon, viz. ten thirty-two pounders, and three 
«igh teens; while the lower battery had four thirty- 
two and two nine pounders, which were then con- 
sidered amply sufficient for all the purposes of de^ 
fence ; the cannon, however, are now dismounted. 

Lowestoft subsists prancipally by its extensiva 
fisheries, which it is unnecessary to describe^ as thef 
4re cpnducted upon preeisely the saniie princ^iple 
as th#ae jsii Y^ruMulli. Xhe aoocess ^ Ihean 
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Mieries, in 1821, was beyond all precedent. The 
Talne of the cat^^h of sixteen boats, from Lowestoft, 
on, the '80th J Ane, amounted to ^£"5,252. lbs. Hd. 
beiiDiK an arerage of ^^328. 5s. 1 Hd. for each boat ; 
Aiid: it is supposed that there was no less a sum than 
«£14,000 altogether realized by the owners and 
men concerned in the fisheries of the Sufiblk coasts. 
It ii^ bowever, but justice to state, that the herrings, 
ewed/by the Lowestoft merchants, are certainly 
Stip^or ill quality and flavour to those cured at 
Yarmouth, and readily obtain a higher price in the 
foreign and home markets. Whence this superiority 
^riies does not appear; but it has been observed, 
that the fish-houses at Yarmouth, being inter* 
mingled with the dwelling-bouses, the herrings are 
consequently deprived of the free circulation of 
^ necessary for curing them; while those at 
liowestoft, where the fish-houses are not liable to 
the same objection, from their arrangement at the 
bottom of the cliff apart from all other buildings, are 
constantly exposed to a current of air, which may 
probably enable them to acquire those excellent 
qualities not to be obtained in Yarmouth, which 
cannot boast of the same advantages. 

' While treating of the fisheries, it may not be 
irrelevant to state that the celebrated Thomas Nash, 
the satirist, who published a treatise in praise of the 
red herring,: was a native of this town. He was 
desiended from an ancient family in Herefordshire, 
Hved at the conclusion of the 16th century, and 
wrote many pieces, several of which are pre* 
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jierved in the British Museum and in the Marquis 
bf Stafford's Library.* 

A mania for building has certainly existed here 
foar some time, and numerous improvements have in 
consequence been made in every pfirt of the town, 
the High Street of which is a good promenade, 

• The most witty of his productions is **T7kc Lenten Sluff, canm 
^erning the description and first procreation and increase of the 
town of Great Yarmouth^ in Norfolk^ with a new play never played 
hifore^ of the praise of the Red Herring, Fit of all Clerks of 
Noblemen's Kitchens to be read; and not unnecessary by all Serving 
Men^ who have short Board Wages^ to be remembered^ 

Printed at Loudon, in 83 pages, quarto, ld99. 

A copy of this work will be found amongst the scarce and 
curipns pamphlets and tracts, reprinted in the Harleian Miscellany, 
from the manuscripts and originals deposited in the late Earl o£ 
Oxford^B Library I from which I extract the following whimsicai 
passages. 

^ It is to be read, or to be heard of, how in the pnniship or nonage 
of Cerdick Sands, when the best houses and walls there were of mad, 
or canvas or poldavies intiltments, a fisherman of Yarmouth, having 
drawn so many herrings he wist not what to do withal, hung the resi- 
due that he could not sell nor spend, in the sutty roof of his shed a 
drying: Or say thus, his shed was a cabinet in decimo sexto^ built oa 
four crutches, and he had no room in it, but in that garret or excelsis 
to lodge them, where if they were dry, let them be dry ; for in the 
i^ea they had drunk too much, and now he would force them to do 
penance for it. 

*<The weather was cold, and good fires he kept (as fishermen, what 
hardness soever they endure at sea, they will make all smoak, but 
they will make amends for it when they come to land) and what with 
bis fiering and smoking, or smokiefiering in that his narrow lobby, 
his herrings, which were as white as whalebone when he hung them 
np, now lookt as red as a lobster. It was four or five days before 
either he or his wife espied it, and, when they espied it, they fell 
down on their knees, and blessed themselves, and cried, A Miracle! 
A Miracle! and with the proclaiming it among their neighbours they 
could not be content, but to the court the fishermen would, and pre* 
•tot it to the King, then lying at Borough Castle two miles off. 

^ Well, thither our fishermen set the best leg before,' and unfar- 
dled to the King his whole satchel of wonders. The King was as 
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extremely wdl paved. On the London wuAf a Btfle 
to the south of the old buUdingSj a terrace of haod- 
aome houses has been erected, many of which are 
excellent mansions. Lodging houses, commaodinf 
a prospect of the sea, abound in every part for the 
occupation of bathers, to whose comfort and eonve- 

supentitious ia worahipping those miracufous beirings mt the fisher- 
men, licensed him to cmrry them ap and down the realm for stranKa 
monsters, giving to CerdiciL Sands (the birth place of snch moMtro^ 
ties) many privileges; and, in that the quantity of them that were 
canght so increased, he assigned a broken sinice in the Island wi 
LoTingland, called Herring Fleet, where they shoald disburden and 
discharge their boats of them, and render him custom. Onr herrliijg- 
smoaker, having worn his monsters stale throughout Engiand, spirted 
ovei seas to Rome with a pedlar*spac k of them, in the papal chair of 
Vlgilius,he that first instituted saints eves, or vigils, to be faMM. By 
that time he came thither, he had but three of his herringfs left) for,' 
by the way, he fell into the thievish hands ^f maleoontents, andoC^ 
lance-knights, by whom he was not only robbed of all his moneyi bat. 
was fain to redeem his lilb beside, with the better part of his ambrj 
•f burnished fishes. 



^ These herrings three he rubbed and curried over till his ari 
aked again, to make them glow and glare like a turkey brooch, or A 
London vintners*^ sign, thick jagged, and round fringed, with theanu 
ing arsadlne, and folding them in a diaper napkin, as lilly-white as a. 
lady^s wedding smock, to the market place of Rome he was so bold . 
as to prefer them, and there, on a high stool, unbraced and unlace^' 
them, to any chapman^s eye that would buy them. The Papc*s catereri 
casting a liquorish glance that way, asked what it was he had to sell: 
Thekingof fishes, he answered. The king of fishes, replied he; 
what is the price of them ? A hundred ducats, he told him. A hundred 
ducats, quoth the Pope*s caterer, that is a kingly price indeed, it is 
for no private man to deal with him : Then he is for me, said tiia 
fisherman, and so unsheathed his cuttle-bong, and from the nape of 
the neck to the tail dismembered him, and paunched him up at a' 
mouthfuU Home went his beatitude*s caterer with a flea in his ear^ 
and discoursed to his holiness what had happened. Is it the \ing •f 
fishes? The Pope frowningly shook him like a cat in a blanket, and' 
aiaid Go, give him his price I command thee, and let metaste'of hiot 
incontihoDtly , Back returned the caterer like a dog that had bnmi. \ 
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flfence Lowestoft, from the dryness of its soil, and 
the absence of all damp and noxious raponrs, is, 
probably, better adapted than any other torrn in 
En^nd. No better proof, perhaps, c&n b^ adduced 
of the parity of the air, than the general longefity 
of the inhabitants. The houses are well fttmislied, 

bis tail, and poured down the herring^ merchant bis hsnthred dacats 
Ibr one of those two of the king of fishes unsold, wblch then hew«aU 
«ot take^b'ut stood upon two bnndred. Thereupon th^ broke offj 
th^ one urging that he had offered it him so before; and the other, 
that he might have took him at his proffer ; which since be refused, 
and now hatpered with bim ; as he eat up the ffrst, so be would eat 
tp the second, and let Pope, or Patriarch of Constantinople, fetch it 
out of his beliy if they could : he was as good as his word, and badm* 
sooner spoke the word, bat he did as he wiptike With ti beayy heart 
to the palace the yeoman of the mouth departed, and rehearsed thiii 
■econd ill success, wherewith the Pope was so in bis mvlligrmas, 
that he had thought to hare buffeted him, but he ruled his reason, and 
bad him, though it cost a million, to let him bare that third that rested 
behind, and hie him ezepeditely thither, lest some other spatcbed it 
up, and as fast, from thence again ; for he swere by bis triple crown, 
no crumb of infection would be gnaw up<»i, till he bad sweetened hia 
BpB with it. 

^ So said, so done, thither be flew as swift as Mercury, and threw 
bim his two-bundred ducats, as he before demanded. It woiild' not 
iacige, for then the market was raised to three-hondred, and, the cate- 
rer grumbling thereat, the fisher swain was forward to settle him td 
bis tools, and tire upon it, as on the other two, bad not he held bis 
bands, and desired him to keep the peace, ftr no money should pari 
them : with that tpeecbhe was <)uaU6edf and pursed tb^ tlire«-liun- 
drcd ducats, and deiirered him the king of fishes, teaching him to^ 
geremumble it, cook it, and dress it, and so 8«nt him away a gla4 
PMUL All the Pope^ oooka, in tbelr white aleeres, and linnen i^prouf ^ 
Met him mid-way, to entertain and receive the king of ^sbes, and. 
together by the ears they went, who should first bnndle bim or toHob 
bim; but the clerk of the kUchen appeased tbi^ strife, and i^onld 
admit none but himself, to bare the scorching and carbanadin^ of If: 
%nd he kissed l^s band thrice, and made as many bumblessoes before 
be would finger it; and, such obeisances performed,' be dressed 
HWbe was enjoined, kneeling on bis knees, and mumbling to 
bimaelfy in the sacrificing it on the coals, that his diligent ser- 
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and Tary in their hire^ firom one to ax guineas per 
week durinfc the height of the bathing season^ (from 
July toOctober,) when they are usually ocoupied. 

The beach is stored with sereral excellent 
bathing machines, (generally remaining there from 
May to the latter end of November) fitted up with 
awnings, to screen the bather from observation, 
and most commonly provided with dresses and 
other necessaries, if required. They are lowered 

Tice in the broiling^ and combustion of it, both to his kingship 
ami to his fatherhood, might not seem unnieritorions: The fire had 
not pierced it, bat, being a sweaty loggerhead, greasy sntor, endnn- 
geoned in his poclcet a tweWe-mouth, it stanic so oyer the Pope's 
palaee, that not a scullion bat cried fob; and those, {hat flocked the 
fastest aboot it, now fled the most from it, and sought more to rid 
their hands of It, than before they sooght to bless their hands with 
It. With moch stopping of their noses, between two dishes they 
stewed it, and serred it np. It was not come within three chaoiberB 
of the Pope, bat he smelt it; and upon the smelling of it, enquired 
wliat it should be that sent forth such a puissant perfume, the stand- 
era-by declared that it was the king of fishes : I conceited no leas, 
said the Pope, for less than a king he could not be that had so strong 
aaeent) and if his breath be so strong, what is he himself? Like a 
great king, like a strong king I will use him, let him be carried back 
I say, and my cardinals shall fetch him with dirge and processions 
under my canopy.** 

Ovtr Author then proceeds ?ery pleasantly throno^h the remain* 
Ing pag^, with the subsequent adrentures of his Red Herring. . 

Mr. Itcs, in his introductory preface to Swinden's History, saya, 
llmt ^ Nash designed nothing more in this pamphlet than a Joke 
vpon the staple Red Herrings of Yarmouth;** which is extremely 
probable, when it be recollected that he was a natire of Lowestoftt 
and the enmity existing between the two towns might hare protnpU 
ad him to employ his pen in the language of satire, as the only mean* 
of retaliation in his power for the injuries he might haye conceired 
the burg^esses of Yarmouth had heaped upon his townsmen. 

In his own time Nash enjoyed great celebrity : his writings may 
be classed with those of Tom Coriat, whose cotemporary he was^ 
and whose manner he imitated. 
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mto and drawn up from the water by a capstan 
and rope, thus securely obviating the possibility of 
escape or accident. 

Hot and cold baths have been ei^tsiblished niany 
years by Mr. Wells, and may be used at any tliiic^^ 
by giving half an hour's notice to the proprietor. 

A new bath-house, upon a more extended plan^ 
was erected on the south beach, in the summer of 
1824, by some gentlemen of the town. It commands 
a fine view of the Ham and Coast, and Is an oblong, 
pebble building, with rusticated angles, having a 
spacious reading-room, occasionally used for balls, 
l^he dally London and proArinclal papei^ ate prbn^ded 
tot the use of the sub^cfibets, the rooiftiis ottotnefnted 
with maps, and is the principal moii'iDting resdt^t for 
genteel company during^ the batfiifig sefason. In 
another part of the biitl^ing a^e fotir d(ntimodichi8 
baths, for hot and eold bathing, with a siifphtreotrs 
iiledteated bath, upon an improved prlneipte, and 
a retiring apartment, occasionally tised as a card-' 
room. The lodgings fOr the bath-keeper's ^te in 
the centre of the buildidg. These rooms &re trsed! 
only during the summer, but the itiedtcated ati'd 
cither b^ths are aecessible at kH tim^s. 

This building, is highly oreffitable to tfte pubKch 
fl^rited gentkmett who are its pro^etors^ The[ 
approach to it has received some very ikiaterial an4 
extensive improvements, and is a gradual descent 
from the town, forming an excellent carriage-way 

atkd promenade. 

p p 
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Thefe are feir {llaces upon the coast perfaapt 
more attractive to the yisitor, whose object it is to 
profit by the calm enjoyments of a qniet bathing- 
town^ than Lowestoft, where all the comforts, and a 
con»derable portion of the luxuries of the metro- 
polis, are to be procured. It abounds with good Inn» 
for the traveller or occasional resident: the most 
celebrated are the Queen's Head and the Crown, 
where the best accommodation and attentions may 
be commanded. The market, though small, is abun- 

• 

dantly supplied with provisions generally cheap, 
compared with the prices at other bathing places.. 

The views of the coast are particularly fine from 
all the elevated parts of the^town, especially from the 
hill, near the Light-house, where an extended line of 
shore, the roads and the ocean beyond frequently 
studded with ships, may be remarked as objects of 
the greatest interest. The shore, composed of hard 
sand, intermixed with shingle, is bold and steep, and 
perfectly fi:*ee from those beds of mud and ooze so 
frequently found elsewhere. It often pi*csents a busy 
scene to the spectator, and a stroll upon it may be 
very agreeably employed in selecting a variety of 
curious pebbles, with amber and jet, thrown on shore 
from time to time by the waves. Assortments of 
these curiosities are in the possession of two col- 
lectors in the town, who are enabled to display 
some very singular specimens. 

Lowestoft dcnes» which extend to Gorton, and 
formerly reached much farther, is a pleasing ride or 
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prpmenade^ and a,ffords many botanical specimeufi 
for those who may feel disposed to investigate them. 
In consequence of the proximity of the sajids, the 
coast here is extremely dangerous fqr shippings 
and sometimes presents a scene of deyastatio^ 
scarcely to be described. It is, however, consoling 
to reflect, that the wretched mariners, who are so 
unfortunate as to become entangled with these 
shoals, have. every prompt and effectual assistance 
that can be afforded, by an excellent life-boat, and 
the help of Captain Manby's celebrated apparatus 
for such vessels as may come to the beach. In the 
restoration of these unfortunate men, in cases of 
suspended animation, the exertions of the Suffolk 
Humane Society, established here upon the London 
plan, hav6 at different times been crowned with the 
most complete success. A friendly society also, for 
the aged and infirm, charitably exert their beneficial 
influence in alleviating the distress of the poorer 
classes of the community. 

Lowestoft is distant from London 115 miles, to 
which there is a communication by the Yarmouth 
mail, which passes through this town daily. 

Having, in the preceding pages, conducted my 
readers through the fifteen parishes ofLothingland, 
and their respective hamlets, I shall now pre;sent 
them with an account of the populatiop of eacb> 
extracte4 from the last census of the kingdom 
taken in 1821, and conclude by describing, as 
briefly as possible, the soil and agriculture of the 
district, with a few other notices incidental to the 
subject. 
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Lowefitoft, at the period before named, contained 
782 houses, which were occupied by about ^0 
fiuniiies: 663 of these were employed in trade> 
inmiuftustures, and commerce; 97 in agricultm*e, 

and the remaining 60 were independant. 

« 

NiimberofMales.,., 1711 

Fenwlea ,. 1964 

Total (including Normanston) 3675 persoiii 

Gorleston 1928 

Southtown, Hamlet to ditto 1039 

Ouhon ^. ............ 704 

Blundeston ?..•••. 448 

Flixton, Hamlet to ditto , 34 

Lound 422 

Belton» and tiie Hamlet of ) ^g- 

Browston • y " 

Gorton « 375 

Stomerleyton .«•••,,.. •• 349 

£topton» and the Hamlet of ) 274 

Brotherton 3* 

Bradwell 272 

Buigh - 23^ 

?ritton , 174 

Hernngfleet .....i • 168 

Gunton 87 

Ashby -^ 34 

Total number of persons in the Half-Hundred 10, 607 

The soil of Lothingland is very unequal and 
diversified. Gorton, BlUndeston, Lound, Somer- 
l^yton^ and Hopton, may be classed as the best land 
|n tbe district, the greater part being a good sound 
loam, on a clay and loam bottom, and the remain- 
der^ with few exceptions, is excellent light land. 



293 

liOwedloft, OuItOB, Gtrnton, and Flixton, are {^ritiGi- 
^ally sand, with an occasional mixture of day and 
brick earth, in many parts wet and full of springs. 
Ashby, Herringfleet, and the remaining' parishes, 
are also chiefly sand, but accounted good turnip 
and barley lands. These soils were formerly fhrm- 
ed upon the five-course shift, yiz. tuiiiips, barley, 
layer, wheat, and barley sown upon the wheat stub- 
ble; but within the last twenty years, this system of 
driving the land has been justly exploded, and the 
rotation, termed the Norfolk husbandry, or four- 
course shift, very generally introduced, via. turnip^, 
barley, layer, and wheat, turnips being every where 
made the preparation for corn,- for there is no land 
so light that it Vvill not yield, by means of dung ot 
fold, this crop. In the tumi||i husbandry, about 
fifteen years ago, the Swedish turnip was introduced^ 
a valuable bulb, greatly superior to the common 
turnip, from its firm texture, and little liability to 
rot from the efiects of flH)st, and it is conse- 
quently increasing in the estimation of the agri- 
culturist. 

Ten years ago, the first cultivation of mangel 
wurzel, for cattle, took place ; but the trQuhle of pre- 
paring the land (which should he ready by the 
Utter end of May) in time to sow it, is a bar to it^ 
being cultivated to any extent. 

The farms of this district cannot, in general, bt 
reckoned large; they however vary, from 50 to 
200 acres of arable land ; a few have 400, and tboso 
JiMaiie neighbourhood ofthe i aa r ^c e , have frotSQ la 



994 

300 wres of vm^k ^ wd attm^^ed. The operations 
of tUUge are couduoted in a sio^Uar way to those 
m the other parts of Suffolk. Plougbins is every 
where performed by a small wheel-plough, pequliar 
ta the county, with a paii' of horses and reins, and 
the quantity of land usually turned in a day, (of 
tep hours) is an acre and a quarter upon the s|iff 
soils, and from one and a half to one and three- 
quarters on the light lands. The eom is deposited 
chiefly by the drill, (a machine unkpown in the 
liundred thirty years ago,) with the exception of 
wheat, the greater part of which is dibbled, an ex- 
cellent practice, in every point of view, and has a 
great tendency to become general. To effect this 
4]^peration, the laud is first rolled with a heavy roller; 
a man or woman ^hen, with a dibber ot iron in 
each hand, the handle of which is about .three feet 
long, walks backwards upon the flag, (as the furrow 
»]iee is termed) and strikes two rows of holes oa 
each flag, about four inches from one row to the 
other, and is followed by two or three children, 
who drop the grains, four or five in each hole, and ^ 
bush-harrow is then used to cover theni. In this way 
the seed is laid into the flag itself, at a proper and 
equal depth, without being dropped into the seams, 
as is freqi^ently the case in drilling, and there is con- 
isequently some saving of seed. There is every rea- 
son to denominate this practice excellent, for the 
treading so equally upon light soils is very beneficial 
to some, and in dry weather hurtful to none. The 
Cffopc upon the lands thus dibbled are generally 
aaperior to the common, and the sample is more 
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equal. Besides, the vast system of treU-paid employ- 
ment which this practice carries with it for numfoers 
of poor women and children, who are occupied about 
two months in the performance, is a point of im- 
mense importance to the country. In the operations 
of rolling and harrowing, there is in general n(Hhinjg 
which demands particular attention. 

The major part of the farmers hire marshes at a 
^stance for forwarding their straw-fed beasts, 
which are taken up about Michaelmas, and placed iH 
warm enclosed yards, or confined in sheds, and fain 
tened on turnips and hay for the London marhi^ts.' 
During the last season, however, in consequence 6f 
the total failure of the turnips, the farmers were com* 
pelied to resort to oilcake,* which they procured, lat 
an enormous expence, from Holland and Hamburgh, 
and latterly from France. The stock usually pur- 
chased by the graziers are Scots and short-horned 
oxen, vast numbers of which are constantly on sale- 
at the different fairs in the county, but more particii'^ 
larly at the great mart on Norwich Hill, now consi- 
dered the largest cattle fair in the kingdom. The' 
cows are uniyersally polled, or without horns, of a 
small size, and few of them, when fattened, exceed' 
fifty stone (of 14 lbs.) in weight — they have long*' 
been celebrated for yielding a great quantity of milk, 
w^ich much exceeds, on an average, that of any other 
breed in the county, if the quantity of food and size^ 

* The demand for oil cake last 8e.asoi]. was ^ite unprece^ 
dented, for between the ISth of January, 1825, and the 6th of March, 
1826, upwards of 7000 tons of foreign cake were iraported*^ and 
eui'ortd »i the CttStom<rHeusc, m Yaf mooth. 
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of tba animal be taken into account* The tbeep of 
this district^ wbere sheep are kept, wbicb is by wko 
means general, are nsually a cross between the 
South-down and Norfolk breeds, and the Down and 
Leicester: their wool is fine, and for the quality 
of the mutton, and their activity in bearing hard 
folding, particularly the former^ they are mMh 
esteemed. 

Though the horses of Suffolk are in general 
excellent, yet the farmers of this district aite cer- 
tainly not celebrated for their cart horses: they are 
now bowcTer improving, and more attention is paid 
to breeding them than formerly. The carriages 
used are four-inch wheel waggons, and a very heavy 
nx-inch wheel cart ; but on many farms shey have 
substituted a smaller carriage, named a tumbril^ 
which will ultimately be brought into general use. 
The greater part of the corn is thrashed by ma- 
chines of four-horse power, which will each thrash 
from thirty to sixty coombs of wheat per day; 
there are also small tread-mill machines, worked by 
men, capable of thrashing from fifteen to thirty 
coombs per day. The use of the flail, however, is not 
wholly discontinued by a certain class of the agricul- 
turists, and wherever this is practised, it is constantly 
task-work. 

The hours of labour for servants throughout 
the half-hundred, are from six till eleven in the 
morning, and from two till seven in the evening, 
during the summer; and in the winter half-year, 
from day-light till half-past eleven, and from half- 
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past one till dark. The day labourers receire from 
15d. to 18d. per day^ in the winter season, and from 
20d. to 2s. during the summer, except in the months 
of July, August, and September, when they are 
chiefly at task-work in hay-making, turnip-hoeing, 
and harvest. The yearly servants, of both sexes, are 
frequently hired at petty sessions, held by the chief 
constables of the villages, on Old Michaelmas day: 
the wages of the men are from eSB. to sS12. per 
annum, and the females have from 50s. to i£6. 6e. 
with their board and lodging. 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

OF 

YARMOUTH HISTORY 

IN A SERIES OP 

CHRONOLOGICAL NOTES, 

niOM THE SAXON INVASION TO 1HE PRESENT PERIOD. 

A.D. 

495— The landing of the Saxons upon Cerdic Shore. These people 
were composed of three nations, the Saxons, the Angles^ 
and the Jutes, all branches of the same stock, and exactly 
agreeing in their language, religion, and customs. They 
were first led, under the conduct of Woden, from Scythia 
and Cimmeria into the northern parts of Germany, whence 
they distributed themselves along the coasts of the Baltic 
ocean, and so round to Belgium and Batavia. These people 
subsisted chiefly by their piracies, and were much dreaded 
by the neighbouring nations for their valour and fierceness, 
and even the Romans themselves were apprehensive of 
them as a dangerous enemy. On their first voyage to Britain, 
they came in three long ships, which Verstegan (who is con- 
firmed by John Pomarius) informs us they themselves called 
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A, D. 

495 >— Keelers» and that their number was 9000 men, 3000 to each 
&c. ship; but this is very improbable, if not impossible, unless 
their ships were built of difierent materials to those described 
by Lucan and other authors. Their boats are known to hare 
been of a very light construction ; the keels and ribs were 
of wood, covered with leather. First, says the same author, 
they were made of osiers, twisted and interwoven with each 
other, and covered with strong hides; and in these fragile 
barks they ventured out to sea in sough and boisterous 
weather, though some learned men have supposed they had 
larger vessels for war and traffic.* This conjecture is 
probable, for it would else appear very strange that they 
should have been so formidable, when we consider that their 
boats were made of the same light materials with those of the 
Britons mentioned by Caesar. The Saxon warrior was armed 
with along sword or seaXf bending like a scythe^ having its 
edge the contrary way, or according to Verstegan, with a 
dagger or hand seax^ kept in a sheath by itsdf. This last 
was the sort of weapon used by Hengist and his followers on 
^1 isbury Plain, when he met Vortigem, King of the Britons^ 
rand a long trnin of the nobles of his realm, in order, as the 
Britons supposed, to conclude an amicable peace. The un- 
suspecting Britons came unarmed to the meeting, while the 
treacherous Saxons had each a dagger or hand seax coo- 



*1ii support of this opinion, the following passage is quoted 
from the Histoire da Commerce et de1a Navigration de« Anciens, 
pa?e202.— ^*Ou si outre ccs vaisseanx, qui ^toientponrleur usage jonr- 
nalier, its n''enavoient point d* autres, de gros bois,et de matieresolide^ 
comme Selden Ta era, pour les voyages de long conrs, & pour la 
guerre. II est certain qu^on ne trpuve aucun passage dass les livres 
iles anciens, qui marque quUls enssent de g^and vaisseaux b&tis df 
|»ais soUde, selo d la fabriqae ordinaire.'* 
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A.D. 

405 — • ootied under his gwmeat. la « moment oi surprise, tbeir 
ke. leader gsve the words ^^Npiteik ^ure ieax, draw your 
«Ugger%** Hrfaidi tbey wddenly did» «pd rnhnmanly butcher« 
«d Ifae unhappy naUvok The Sexon tokUers also bore 
fmall ihidde txpoa their leftannti ^th which they were very 
desterouB in defending tbemeekeft fromfhelaaoes of their 
enemies; they arealso said to have usedspears and cross-bows, 
but {or the latter we have no certain authority. Their rdi- 
gioa was paganism and idolatry; and among their gods, 
Thor^the son of Woda:iy who first brought the Saxons into 
Germany, and Woden, and Frea, his wi£e, were their prin- 
cipal lieities, with a variety of others. Speed, from Adam 
Brananais, gives us the following account of a Saxon temple, 
eroded in honor of their three principal gods. ''In a temple, 
in their native and vulgar speech called Uds&ia, which was 
all wrought with gold, the people worship the statues of 
^iree gods, in the followmg maonor : Thor, the mightiest of 
than, hath only a throne or bed on either hand of him; 
Woden and Frisco hold their places, and this is thesignifica- 
tion of them: Thor, say they, beareth rule in the air, and 
govemeth the thunder, lightning, winds, sbowa^s, fair 
weather, com, and the fruits of the earth : the second, 
Woden, that isstrongest, maketh wars, and ministc^reth manly 
valour against the enemy : the third is Frisco, bestowing 
largely upon mortal men peace and pleasure, whose image 
they represented with a large Priapus. Woden is seen armed 
like the Mars of the Romans.** — ^Tacitus describes the habits 
of the Saxons as '< a kind of cassock, called sagumt clasped 
before, orfor want of a cla8p,&stened with a thorn.** In the 
earlier periods they wore Pelts , or a sort of garment made 
with the skins <^ beasts. P^ul Diaconus says they wore 
laige lx)ose gowns or cassocks, mostly of linen, trimmed 
and set out with very broad guards or welts, and em« 
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496 — broidered with a variety of coloiirs, the richer sort wearing 
kc* p(earls; but this latter description doubtless applied to the 
later or Anglo Saxon periods. After the settlement of these 
invaders in Britain, their habits and wwlike instruments 
trere miich improved, for yte find theiii armed with long 
bmad swordt, double-edged, a[nd not crooked, like those 
described by Verstegan, long Spears, some of which were 
barbed, and others flat and broad. Thdr shields, at this 
period, wete of a middling sizi^, for the most part oval, and 
always convene, having frequently a point projecting from 
the middle, with battle axes or biUs, which have retained 
their ntfmes to this day. The soldiers were generally clad 
hi a suit of iftall, resembling the scales of a fish, with the 
hdmet or cap comp6sed of the skin of some beast, with 
the hair turned outwards; but their kfasgs and leaders were 
generally much more securely and magnificently habited. 
From tiie ^ence of history, it is impossible at this 
period to say much of the buildings erected by the Saxons 
after their landing upon Cerdic Shore; for on their arrival, 
their minds were filled with war and destruction, and their 
thoughts were probaUy too much engrossed with establish- 
ing for themselves a firm and solid footing in the kmgdom, 
to attend to either neatness or eleganne in their habitations. 
But when they had settled themsdv'es in the realm, the 
arts soon began to fiourish, and ware carried to a much 
greater length than they had ever before been in Britian. 
Of what materials the town of Jierrhud or Garmtidy erected 
by them on tlie west side of the river Yare, was composed, 
cannot now be determined ; but by the help of the many 
Saxon delineation^ extant, joined to the slight htn& left us 
by some few of the ancient Writers, we may conclude that 
their firai hous^ were rudely made of stakes and hmdles, 
thatched with reedi and rushes, aild plastered over with a 
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495 •— clear shining earth, on which tiiey drew their rade and 
lee. barbarous tracings of coloured figures. Wood, in the 
formation of their buildings, was certainly a principal ma- 
terial ; for even at the introduction of Christianity among 
the Anglo Saxons, at the commencement of the sixth cen- 
tury, William of Malmeribury teHs us, that the first christian 
church buih in Britain was constructed with wstlings or 
hurdles, interwoven with osien or other pliable wood. So 
AMwine, Bishop of Durham, built a small oratory, o^ wrea- 
4h»i wands aad hurdles, in which the body of Saint Cuth- 
bert was for a time deposited. 

When the inhabitants remoi^ from the western side 
«f the Yaie, and built their new town upon the firm 
soil of Cerdic Shore, it is certain that their domestic build- 
ings were much improved, lor the government, rdigion, and 
laws of the Saxon community,, were then fully established, 
and their knowledge of architecture became more conspicu^ 
ous; for the churches, palaces, and public structures, from 
the miserable sheds of wood and twisted osieis, daubed over 
with clay, are easily traced on to grand and magnificent 
. buildings of stone and brick ; and consequently their own 
habitations imptoved, in proportion as their notions of 
^andeur and >elegance, joined with their knowledge of the 
useful materials, encreased. 

Of the local affairs of Yarmouth, under the government 
of the Anglo Saxons, we know but little ; and that little, 
with the exception of the slight reference made to it in the 
Domesday volumes, is not of the most authenticated nature. 
It cannot, therefore, be matter of surprise, that when we find 
the more important events of national history unrecorded 
by their writers, that a view of the local afiairs of this or 
any other town should have failed to reach us. Many emi- 
moX men, in the latter periods of the Saxon government, weis 
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A.D. 

495 — undoubtedly learned, but the great mass of the people were 
kc. as certainly buried in the most profound ignorance of every 
thing relating to literature. Strutt informs us, that books/ 
in the reign of Alfred, were so scarce and unattainable, from 
the difficulty of transcribing them, and the deamess of the ma- 
terials, that considerable portionsof land were frequently given 
for a single volume ; hence, in the christian periods, they could 
only have been pit>cured by Monarchs, and some few of the 
wealthy Ecclesiastics. The rich and the noble weie entirely 
ignorant; for so little was the art of writing practised among 
them, that manors were given, grants and conveyances 
made, and held good, without writing, by the donor's con- 
firming his promise by the gift of his sword or his head- 
piece; nay, even the most trifling matters, says Ingulphus, 
were used for this purpose, as a drinking horn, a bow, «a 
arrow, a spur, or even a quiU, or a curry-comb. Speed tells 
us, that OiTa, King of the East Angles, sent a ring from Port 
George to Edmund, son of Alkmund, adopting him his 
successor by that token. The few written charters they 
possessed, were also confirmed with the donor's name, and a 
cross of gold. These customs the Normans quite abolished, 
introducing seals of wax, signed with the signet or seal of 
the giver, impressed with some mark, as Stow affirms, in 
his copy of the charter of lands given by the Conqueror 
to the Norman Hunter; one of the first rhymes of which 
runs thus — 

"To witnesse this is soothe, 
I bite the white wax with my toothe." 
In this state of ignorance, and worse than total darkness, we 
cannot be surprised that the annals of our borough, during 
the Saxon period, are unrecorded. 



• See Strutt, page 70. 
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495 .1 ■ The common current coins of the Saxons were pennies 
^c ci fohret, which were very thin and flat. Most of them have 
tha King^s imag;e, at whose command they weie struck, rudely 
stamped upon them, encircled hy his name» and on the re- 
vene is generally a cross, with the name of the coiner, or 
that of the city in which they were minted. 

1066 — ^The Norman Conquest, the next eventhil period of English 
History, decided on the 14th of October, in this year, at 
the bloody batde of Hastings, in Sussex, between Harold, 
the son of Godwin, Earl of Kent, then reigning prince of 
England, and William, Duke of Normandy, which ended 
in the subjugation of the Anglo Saxons by their Norman 
conquerors, who introduced their own laws, language, and 
customs, amongst the natives. 

1080 to 1086 — ^The interval between these two periods was occupied 
in the compilation of DOMESDAY, the record of the great 
survey of England, made by order of the Conqueror, to 
determine the extent and value of his demesne lands. 

It could not be supposed, says Dr. Lingard, (in hit 
accurate description of these volumes) that the Normans in 
the provinces, foreigners as they were, and indebted for their 
possession to the sword, would respect customs, which they 
deemed barbarous, when they thought them prejudicial to 
their interests ^ but while they tyranized over the natives, 
they often defrauded the crown of its ancient rights, and the 
King, treading in the footsteps of the great Alfred, to put an 
end to all uncertainty, ordered an exact survey to be made 
of every hide of land in the kingdom. Commissioners were 
sent into the counties, with authority to impanel a jury in 
each hundred, from whose presentments and verdicts the 
necessary information might be obtained. They directed their 
enquiries to every interesting particular, the extent of each 
estate ; its division into arable land, pasture, meadow, and 
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1080 — wood; the names of the owners, tenants, and siib-tenantf; 

&c. the number of the inhabitants, and their condition ; whether 
it were free or servile ; the nature and the obligations of the 
tenure; the estimated value before and since the conquest; 
and the amount of the land-tax paid at each of those 
periods.* The returns were transmitted to a board sitting at 
Westminster, by which they were arranged in order and 
placed upon record. The commissioners entei'od on their 
task in the year 1080, and completed it in 1086. The fruit 
of their labours was the compilation of two volvunes, which 
were deposited in the Exchequer, and have descended to pos- 
terity with the appropriate title of DOMESDAY, or Book 
of Judgement. 

The first vdume is a large folio, of vellum, in 382 
double pages, written in latin, in a small character, and con- 
tains thirty-one counties, beginning with Kent and eoiding' 
with Lincolnshire. The other is a quarto volume, of 450 
double pages, in a large character, but contains, only the 
counties of Essex, Norfolk, and Sussex. There is no descrip- 
tion of the four northern counties : but the West Riding of 
Yorkshire is made to comprehend that part of Lancashire 
which lies to the north of the Ribble, wjth some districts in 
Westmoreland and Cumberland ; while the southern portion 
of Lancashire is included in Cheshire. Rutland is similarly 
divided between Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire. 

One of these venerable volumes contains the earliest 
authentic notice of the Town of Yarmouth now extant, 
under the title of " Terra Regis," referring to the reign of 



* In these enquiries the Klngp was often deceived by the par- 
i»tity of the jurors. Ingulf observes, that this was the case with 
respect to the lands of his own abbey. 

R R 
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Edward the CoDfesflor : of this passage the following it * 

tranalatioii — 

^ . -.^ . , ^^, y^ifig Edward heldYarmoutk. 
« E<^t Hundred ofFleg. V ^, ® 

^There were atways seventy 

burgesses ; then it was valued with two parts soke of three 

hundred^ £18 fy tale; and the EarN part was £9 by tale. 

Now the King's two parts are £17. I5s. Ad. Blanks; and 

the EarVs part is £10 Blanks; and the Sheriff has four 

pounds and one hawk^ in the time of King Edward, for a 

JSne. These four pounds the burgesses give gratis, and in 

friendship: 

In the same in King Edwards time, Almarus, the 

Bishop, had a certain church of Saint Bennett, the same 

nom has William Bishop of the diocese, and is valued at 

twenty shillings. The whole pays twelve pence for Geld,** 

1109.*— Yannouth was governed, at this period, by a Provost, the 
first constitated magistrate, whose public office was in 
or near the broadway, now called the Conge, which is 
often stiled in old deeds The King's Conge, at that time the 
prmcipal place of trade: his residence is also said to have 
been there, it being the most considerable part of Yarmouth, 
until the north haven came to be disused. The Quay, 
opposite to the Conge, was termed The Lords Key, 
which title it acquired when the burgh was first granted to 
an Earl. At this period foreigners were prevented, by an 
ancient law, from coming into England at any other time 
than during the annual free fair, and they were then allowed 
to stay forty days only : this law continued in force until 
King John repealed it by Magna Charta. 

1199— 'The- first year of King John. During the wars between this 
monarch and the barons, an attempt was made to introduoe 
new inhabitants into the counties of Norfolk and Sufblk, 
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but the exact period at which this act was contemplated is 
not known : but it was probably a short time previous to the 
ravages committed in the kingdom by an army John had 
brought with him from Flanders. Hugh De Boves, a French 
Kni^t, an adventurer, remarkable for his valour and military 
talents, had promised the King the assistance of a numerous 
army; and in consequence of this intended service, he ob- 
tained fix^m that monarch a charter, granting him the counties 
of Norfolk and Suffolk, from which he designed to expel the 
inhabitants, and repeople them with foreigneis. To this end 
he assembled a formidable body of mea, who, with their 
wives and children, embarked at Calais, intending to land at 
Dover. Providence however, anticipated the completion of 
this sanguinary design, for being overtaken at sea by a violent 
storm and tempest, they were driven upon the Suffolk coast, 
and himself and every soul on board perished. The body of 
Hugh, with those of a multitude of his companions, were 
thrown on shore upon the beach at Yarmouth, and the stench 
of them is said to have so infected the air, as to cause a 
sickness amongst the inhabitants. Matthew Paris computes 
the total number of lives lost upon this occasion at 40,000. 
The people of the two counties were not alittle rejoiced at this 
signal escape from destruction; but they were afterwards 
destined to suffer severely from the rapacious allies of the 
barons; for Louis, the Dauphin of France, in conjunction 
with the nobles, who were in arms against John, entered 
these counties, and ravaged the towns and villages in their 
progress, until the whole were completely subjugated. 

1206 — ^The town amerced in £69. 15s. 8d. for exporting com into 
Flanders, contrary to the laws enacted for its prevention at 
that period. 

1208 — King John incorporated Yarmouth by his charter of the 18th 
of March, dated by the hand of Henry De Wells^ Arch- 
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deacon of Wdls, at Marlburgh. Before the grant of Uns 
charter, the Burgh had been farmed of the King for a certain 
number of years; for Willi«un De Nora Villa, (Newton) 
gave an account, as Sheriff of Norfolk, in the 52nd of Henry II.^ 
of the farm rent being then £40.* But by the charter of 
King John the Burgesses were constituted free, had many 
privileges and immunities, and were allowed to take all the 
King's customs arising out of the Burgh, upon payment to 
him and his heirs of £55 annually for ever. 

1253 — Henry De Hauvill, of Dunton, in Norfolk, died, seized of the 
privilege of having Lastage in Yarmouth, viz. the exclusive 
right to the profits upon ballast used by ships in the Haven ; 
and in the 12th year of Edward H., Thomas De Hauville, 
held the same privileges in grand serjeantry, by the Yarmouth 
service of keeping one of the King's Gier Falcons. An ex- 
emption from this custom throughout the Sea Ports in 
England was granted to the Burgesses by King John's 
charter ; some centuries afterwards, the possession of Lastage 
in this town came into the hands of the Corporation, in 
whom it is at present vested. 

IJ256— Two charters granted by Henry HI. at Norwich. The first, 
dated March the 25th, was to amend a decree ibrmeily made 
respecting the importation of provisions and merchandize, 
with certain regulations for the sale ; and the 2nd instrument, 
of the same date, is a '<non arrestentur nisi,** or charter of 
debtor and creditor, mentioned in the former part of this 
volume. 

1260'— Another charter, by the same monarch, dated at Saint Paul's, 
London, 28th September, by which permission was given to 
the Burgesses to enclose the town with a wall and foss, and 
to have a prison for debtors and criminals. 

• Rot. Pip. Sod Henry II. 
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1285— Edward the First granted an Inspeximusofiheioxxt preceding" 
charters verbatim, dated I2th June, at Westminster j and on 
the first of July, in the same year, also at Westminster, a 
second charter was given by him, in which the legal signifi.- 
cationofthe word Piacitet or Plead, used in King John's 
charter of incorporation, was determined. This instrument 
enacted "that none of the Burgesses hereafter should plead 
or be impleaded out of the Burgh, for any plea except touch- 
ing their out-tenures, viz. such lands as were held without the 
liberty of the town, in any other Court than that of Yar- 
mouth.*' Respecting the interpretation of the yford Piacitet, 
many disputes had arisen, and much misunderstanding pre- 
vailed. 

1287 — Saint Nicholas's church completely inundated by the sea 
during a tremendous flood, that did incredible damage in 
the town, the greatest part of which was under water.* 

1294 — ^The French made an attempt this year to invade England, t 
with a fleet of 400 ships, assisted by the treachery of 
Tuberville, an English Knight, formerly a prisoner in France, 
who engaged to be able to deliver them the possession of 
one of the Cinque Ports, of which he was to have procured 
himself to be made warden. The plot was betrayed by a 
Priest, whom Tuberville had taken into his confidence, and 
the projected invasion in consequence entirely miscarried. 
The men of Yarmouth expressed their loyal indignation 
upon this occasion, by putting to sea a fleet of armed ships, 
with which they proceeded to the town of Cherburgh, 
in Normandy, which they captured and burnt; while the 
inhabitants of the Cinque Ports ravaged the whole coast of 
France, within 20 miles of Dieppe, and capturing twenty 



* Records, f Guthrie. 
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Spanish shipt bound to Flanders, they cairied tiiem intp 
Sandwkh in triumph. 

1295 — Fresh herrings sold this year at thirty-seven shillings per last. 

1298 — ^A third charter given by King Edward the First, dated at 
Saint AlbanX the 28th of April, acquitting the Buigesaes of 
all Tallage Aids and other Taxes therein specified, for '<the 
good and laudable services performed by them and their 
assistants, in behalf of His Majesty, and his progenitors 
Kings of England.** 

1906 — The fourth charter of King Edward the First, for the regula* 
tion of trade and commerce and to prevent regrating 
within (he town, dated at Beverley, 22nd July. 

Id08*-Several houses in Yarmouth burnt, many robberies committed^ 
and other enormities practised, which were^ however, soon 
effectually prevented by the magistrates. 

1313 — ^The seventh of Edward II. Previously to this year, there 
was no Water-Bailiff, the business allotted to that officer 
being transacted by the Bailiffs or their deputies. In an 
ancient ordinance, for the better regulation of the tovm, 
*' dated XII day of August, the VI zeer of the regne of Kyng 
*• Henry VII." (1491.) with other curious notices, we find 
one describing the duties of a Water-Bailiff, and fixing his 
salary and perquisites, which are *' that the wagys of the 
** Watyr Baly well and dylygently doing hys offyce schal be 
** yerely from hens forthe XXXIIIs. UUd. and a gowne to 
"be payd by the handys of the cliawmberlejrnys for the 
'Uymebeyng;** from which it may be presumed that the 
office was certainly not one of so much consequence, nor 
emolument, (allowing for the difference of money between 
the two periods,) as at present. The Water-Bailiff at tliia 
time, is generally elected from the Corporate body, and u 
always sworn by the Mayor. 
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I3I9— SibillaFlath, the pious widow of a rich merchant in this tofwn, 
died. She founded a chantry for two priests in the church, 
and the charnel-hoiiae, in Saint Nicholas' church-yard» and- 
. was besides a great benefactress to the poor of this parish. 

1327 — ^A confirmation of all the preceding diaYters granted by 
King Edward the Third, at Nottingham, dated 8tb of May, 

1332 — Great disputes between the Barons of the Cinque Ports and 
the Bailiffs of this Burgh, concerning the free fatr^ which 
the former made an attempt to remove: a compromise 
however took place, in consequence of the royal interference, 
and the regulations of the fair were preserved. These disputes 
were very frequent, and it was by no means uncommon for 
the parties concerned to resort to acts of open hostility, 
which they sometimes practised to an unwarrantable extent. 
A jealousy had always subsisted on the part of the Ports, 
relative to the increasing consequence of Yarmouth, which 
was at this time as powerful as any of thePoits individually, 
and enjoyed equal privileges with them, altTiough not one of 
their number. A proposition was made to constitute this 
Burgh one of the Cinque Ports ; but owing to some reason, 
at present unknown, it was not carried into execution. 

1332 — 10th July — a special charter given at Wodestock, by 
Edward III. respecting the customs of Yarmouth Haven, 
after the town had been engaged in a long and vexatious 
suit with the Earl of Richmond and his tenants. 

1333 — ^The same monarch, by his charter, at Westminster, 28th of 
March, granted them Tronage, or an abatement of certain 
Tolls, payable on anchorage in the sea ports, throughout the 
kingdom, as an aid to the fee farm; and also exempted 
the Burgesses from serving on Inquests^ Juries, or Assizes, 
without the Burgh. 
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1338— Hie BaUx£&,at their own expeace» fitted out a fleet of wariike 
ships, and sent them against the enemy for one month. 

1342 — ^Numberless trespasses committed upon the sea coast, for 
which the inhabitants were fined one thousand marks. 

1347..The siege and capture of Calais, at which Yarmouth 
furnished the King with 43 ships, and upwards of one thou- 
sand sailors. By the roll of the High Fleet for this year, it 
appears that the number of ships and men sent to the royal 
assistance by this Burgh, was not equalled by any other town 
or city in the King's dominions. 

1349— A dreadful plague. Upwards of 7000 persons died of this 
malady in Yarmouth, and were buried in Saint Nicholas* 
church-yard. In every part of the (own desolation prevailed ; 
the greater part of the houses where shut up, and commerce 
nearly destroyed. This disorder broke out in the preceding 
year, in Dorsetshire or Devonshire, and quickly spread itself 
over all England. Norfolk suflfered considerably: for here 
died within the county more than 57,000 persons, besides 
ecclesiastics and beggars. This dreadful visitation left va- 
cant within the diocese so many benefices, that 850 persons 
were instituted and collated to them by William Bateman, 
then Bishop of Norwich. 

135^— King Edward the Third, having been baptized at the College 
of Windsor, the Corporation of this town presented that 
College with a last of red herrings, as a mark of attachment 
to the King's person, and the same quantity was ordered to 
be delivered annually for ever. This grant was subsequently 
further confirmed : sometimes the herrings were delivered in 
kind, and at others a composition was paid in lieu of them. 
The town chamberlains were allowed in their accounts, in 
the 12th of Henry the Seventh, £4 for money paid by them 
to the Deacon of Windsor, agreieably to ancient custom. 
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Ia the Idth year of Elizabeth they were agaiii ddiveied m 

kind; aadsubsequently disputes occurred between the Cor- 
poration and the grantees, whose deputiaireqciendy refused 
to accept the herrings sent, alleging them idways to be of 
inferior, if not of the very worst quality. The town» in coa* 
sequence of the deputies^ refusing the herrings, was three 
years in arrear in 1660, which was shortly after paid up, and 
the dispute amicably settled. In 1718 the Corporatioii 
agreed to pay a composition of £9 for that year, and £8 for 
the future: this composition was further augmented to £10» 
which is the sum now annually paid to the Dean and Canom 
of Windsor, in lieu of the last of red herrings. 

1366 — ^The duties on exportations rigoroudy enforced.— John 
Lauwes, a mariner, was executed this year, having ex- 
ported seven sacks of wool out of Kirkley Roads» without 
paying the customs. 

ld72-«-22nd August. Kirldey Road united to the towB and port 
of Yarmouth, by charter of King Edward the Third, but 
repealed four years afterwards by letters patent of the same 
monarch. 

1378— The 2ad year of Richard the 11. by whom the charter was 
regranted, at the humble petition of the Commons of 
England, with the assent and advice of the Lords in Par- 
J iament, holden at Gloucester. In the 5th year ( 138 1 ) it was 
again repealed ; in the 8th year (1384) r^ranted; in the 
following year repealed; and in 1386, by charter of tiie 
same King, dated at Westminster, 28th November, it was 
regranted and confirmed, with aU the preceding charters, 
to the Burgesses for ever. 

i379'— William De Stalham gave by Will five pounds, to purchase 
books for the Library in the choir of Saint Nicholas's church. 
Thsse were doubtless manuscript ▼oUnaei^ thifc bequest beiag; 

•6 S 
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prior to the introduction of printing, and formed no part (^ 
the present Library, the books of which are all printed 
volumes, collected between the early part of the 16th and 
the conclusion of the 17th centuries. 

1381— The memorable rebellion of Wat Tyler. A detachmentof tli« 
rebels, forming part of the insurgents in Norwich, under the 
conbnand of John Littister or Lynster, a dyer, of that city, 
marched into Yarmouth, to the great consternation of some 
of the inhabitants ^ they plundered many houses, broke open 
the goal, and set the prisoners at liberty, three of whom 
they executed. A party of the townsmen arming themselves, 
attacked and routed the rebels just without the walls, many 
of whom they killed^ but the remainder effecting a retreat, 
joined their main body, then assembled at Northwalsham, 
whither they were pursued by the King's troops, under 
Henry Le Spencer, the warlike Bishop of Norwich, who 
defeated and secured many of tlieir adherents, whom he 
executed for high treason. 

1382— June 20th. A violent shock of an earthquake, which did 
much damage in Ncnrfolk. 

1386— An invasion of the French apprehended. Sir Henry Percy 
and Faux Percy came to Yarmouth, with 300 men at arms 
and 600 archers, to guard the coast. 

1395— Great enormities committed by some Danish pirates cruizing 
off the coast. Several small ships were fitted out to engage 
them, at the expense of the people of Yarmouth, Norwich, 
and the coast towns adjoining ; and felling in with the Danes 
at sea, a sharp conflict ensued, in which the Norfolk vessels 
were defeated, and some of them captured and carried to I)en«: 
mark, where the Danes obliged their crews to give large 
•urns of money for their liberation: £20,000 in specie 



315 



A.D* 

were also taken by tha pirates, from some merchant res- 
sels going noithward. 

1399 — .24th November. A charter, confirming all the preceding 
charters, granted by Henry the Fourth, at Westminster. 

1414-^A similar confiimation, by letters patent of Henry the FifUi» 
dated 20th May, at Leicester. 

1427— Prior to this period there were two ferries over the river Yare; 
one for foot passengers, and the other for horses, carts, and 
cattle. The foot ferry-boat plied near the site of the present 
bridge, and the other crossed the water where the foot-ferry 
now is at Southtown. They were both farmed of the Corpora- 
tion, and the horse-ferry, which was the first established, was 
hired by John Bishop, in the reign of Edward the Second* 
for 35s. per annum : they both continued imtil the building 
of the bridge in this year (1427), when the horae-ferry at 
Southtown was reduced to a foot-boat, and has ever since 
continue4 to be used by foot passengers only. 

1439 — Ralph Lampet purchased of the Coporation his freedom of 
the town for two marks (26s. 8d.), and five years afterwards 
was appointed one of the Bailiffs. In 1454, eleven men of 
this Burgh (amongst whom was Richard Southwell, Esq. one 
of the town*s Burgesses of Parliament) received their freedom 
also for two marks each, 

1448 — 13th June. The charter of Henry the Fifth confirmed by 
his successor, Henry the Sixth, at Westminster. 

1463 — ^John Pedle, a labourer of this town, executed for coining 
and uttering 18 groats, of copper and lead, as current coin 
of the realm. 

1475 — ^A large whale was cast on shore and secured this year, be- 
tween the Stone Cross and Grub's Haven. It was immedi- 
ately claimed by the BaiUffs, cut to pieces, and brought in 
carts to Yarmouth. 
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l481-4UbeKi AsbtfiQ itnned CoUMlm Iskod of tht Caqmation^ 
at the rent of 48. per year. 

14$4— The half doles of the fisheimen were given» by order of 
aiaeinblyy tewaids the support of the Haveiu 

1491«*-The Bailiffs, as a mark of their respect to the Bail of Qxfotd, 
presented him with a large poipoise. This would be con- 
sidered a singular present in these days, but our ancestort 
thought differently. It was then often served up at the 
tables of the affluent, and esteemed a great delicacy. Frequent 
mention is made of the porpoise or sea hog, as it was then 
designated, being a standing dish at the civic feasts of the 
Lord Mayors of London. 

]M83— 16th May, at Westminster. By Henry the Seventh's chartei, 
of this date, the Burgesses wese empowered to constitute 
Justices of the Peace for the Burgh, and other rights wck 
also confirmed. 

1515— Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, and his wife« Ihe French 
Queen, came to Yarmouth, and were very hospitably enter* 
tained during a stay of three days. 

1518— 28th October. King Henry the Eighth confirmed, at West- 
minster, the charter of Henry the Seventh. 

1626— July 3rd. John Shaw, a gunner, from London^ was engaged 
by the town for three years, at £16 per annum, to siqier-^ 
intend the ordnance upon the town walls, in the event of 
an assault by the enemy. 

1536-^November 1st* A ^leat tumult in Saint Nicholas's churchy 
during divine service, caused by 24 persons at whose head 
was one William Swanton, a reforming chaplain, who openly 
declared— "That no honor is given to the Seynts, to the 
Hcturesand ymages of them within the Chirche, with lights 
and suche other lyke things ^ and that a dristen man shall 
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profight nothing by makyng of intercessions and prayours ta 
the Seynts of Hevyn to be mediatours and meanes for him 
to Almighty God. And that also our Lady is not in hevyn. 
And that all holy water is good sawce for a capon -^ fo^r which 
offence he was severely fined, and threw himself upon the 
mercy of the spiritual court. This man was one of those 
unbeneficed chaplains, whose united efibrts, aided by the 
avarice of the King and his ministers, at length succeeded 
in ef^ting a complete change in the religious institutions of 
the country, 

1536 — March 4th. The suppies^on of the lesser Monasteries^— 
**A bill was introduced and hurried (though not without 
much opposition,*) through the two Houses of Parliament^ 
giving to the King and his heirs all monastic establishments, 
the clear yearly value of which did not exceed £200, with 
tlie property belonging to them, both real and personal. 
Testing the possession of the buildings and lands in those 
persons, to whom the King should assign them by letter» 
patent ; but obliged the grantees, under the penalty of ten 
marks per month, to keep on the latter an honest house and 
hoasehold, and to plough the same number of acres, which 
had been ploughed on an average for the last twenty years. 
It was calculated^ that by this act, about 380 communities 
would be dissolved, and that an addition of £32,000 would 
l>e made to the yearly revenues of the crown, besides the 
present receipt of £100,000 in money, plate, and jewels. 
One hondred of these houses were respited fi>r » time, but 



* Spelman says, that the bill reoiaiiied long in the House of 
OmiDODs, aud would uot pass, until the King sent for the Commons 
and told them, he would have the bill pass, or fake off some of their 
hetidB'^Hisiorjf of Sucrilegef p. 183. 
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they soon followed the fate of the others. The eommissionen* 
instructions ordered them to proceed to each house within 
a particular district, to announce its dissolution to the supe* 
rior and the brotherhood ; to make an inventory of the 
effects 3 to secure the convent seal and the title deeds ^ and 
to dispose of the inhabitants according to certain rules. 
With respect to the suppressed houses, the superior received 
a pension for life. Of the Monks, those who had not reached 
the age of twenty-four, were absolved from their vows, and 
sent into the world without any provision. The others were 
divided into two classes ^ such as wished to continue in the 
profession were divided among the larger Monasteries; 
those who did not, were told to apply to Cranmer or Crom- 
well, who would find them employments suited to their 
capacities. The lot of the Nuns was still more distressing: 
each received a single gown from the King, and was left to 
support herself by her own industry, or to seek relief from 
the charity and commisseration of others.'' * 

The Franciscan Convent in this town was dissolved: 
the Friars were turned out, and their Convent disposed of. 

1538-— >The high altar in Saint Nicholas's church, remarkable for its 
richness and beauty, with the saints' figures, and pictures, 
were broken and destroyed: and on Trinity sunday,t in tliis 
year, the Prior and Monks of the Cathedral Church of Nor- 
wich renounced the supremacy of the Pope with the ancient 
religion, and abolished its discipline and doctrines: they 
then changed their monkish apparel for the habits of Deans, 
Prebends, and Secular Canons, and attended divine service 
after the Protestant manner. The brethren of the Yarmouth 
Priory were in consequence recalled: and the government 



• Lingard, vol. 6. pp. 205 306. f Brown's Norwich. 
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of the church devolred upon the "Dean and Chapter," as 

they were then styled, whose Chaplain officiated in Saint 
Nicholas's church. The Benedictine Priory sharing the fate 
of the larger Monasteries, was dissolved, and the buildli^ 
converted to other purposes. 

1541 — ^Thomas AUeyn, shoemaker, and Thomas Hamond, merchant, 
vi et armis, actually bargained and sold a last of white her- 
rings in the church, during divine service, for which tliey 
were each fined two shillings. 

1549 — ^The Norfolk RebelUon, under Kett, the tanner, which first 
originated in the opposition made by the lower class of 
inhabitants, in several villages in the neighbourhood of 
Attleburgh and Wymondliam, to the enclosure of the 
commons and waste lands by several proprietors of large 
estates, by which the poor and indigent conceived them- 
selves to be greatly injured. The rebels sent a detachment 
to Yarmouth from their main body, which consisted of more 
than twenty thousand men, encamped on Household Heath, 
near Norwich, commanding the Bailifis to supply their camp 
with provisions, which the latter deemed it proper to refuse: 
surprising the town, they captured these two officers, and 
succeeded in carrying them prisoners to Norwich, where the 
latter soon found means to effect their escape : returning to 
Yarmouth, they fortified the town against the rebels, who 
devised many stratagems to seize it, of which the Bailifis 
sent notice to the King. The insurgents meantime finding 
their demands not complied with, and their menaces dis- 
regarded, determined to storm the place. Making themsdves 
masters of Lothingland, they procured six pieces of ordnance, 
and placing them upon an eminence in Southtown, (the 
present ferry-boat hill), they prepared to breach the town- 
walls from thence. Their design was, however, discovered 
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«iid firustrtted by the men of Tanoouth, who iefting fire to 
a itack of hay> on the west side of the Haven, tiie wind drove 
tiie tmoke diisctly in the face of the enemy: being 
wholly unprepared for an aittack, they were by this 
contrivance approached by the townsmen, driven from their 
position, and wholly defeated: several of the insurgents 
weie killed, 30 were taken prisoners and lodged in the goal, 
and their cannon secured. The remain ing part of the rebels^ 
dreadfully exasperated by their failure, returned in the night, 
and in revenge, destroyed some of the materials provided 
lor the Haven, but were repulsed, and at last obliged to retire 
vnder a smart fire of cannon kept up firom the walls. The 
whole of the insurgents were finally defeated at Norwich, by 
the Earl of Warwick, after a desperate battle, in which the 
King*s troops sufiered considerably, and the rebels lost up- 
wards of 4500 men. Their leaders, Robert and William Kett, 
were soon afterwards taken; the former was suspended alive, 
in chains, upon a gibbet, erected on the top of Norwich 
castle, and left to perish by famine; the same sentence was 
executed upon the latter, on Wymondham steeple; and 
about 300 others sufiered death. 

1551—- The brass plates removed from the stones in Saint Nicholas's 
church, by order of assembly, and cast into weights and 
measures, for the use of the town« 

2651— John, Duke of Northumberland, chosen High Steward of 
tiiis Borough. 

1553— February 15. Queen Mary confirmed, at Westminster, ail 
ibe previous charters, but gave no additi(»ial privileges. 
This was the last charter of confirmation, in wluch the 
lofmer privileges of the town were vtmk^gia&ei wilhout any 
sdditiQasil grant 
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1554— Adieadfulgaleofiriiid. Fifty sail of ahipi lost on this eoait 
in one day and Digbt» itad their crew^ p^rishedi^— -A fire 

^ beacon erected on the top of the castle. The.records are very 

deficient with .respect to this buildings of which we know 
but little. 

1555 — ^The hermitage, on the west side of the haven, grivcn to the 
Corporation : the donor, and the site of tiie bufldingy are 
now unknown. 

1559 — May 26th, at Westminster. Queen Elizabeth gave a charter* 
of this date, to the Burgesses, with liberty to hold an Ad* 
miralty Court every Monday throughoxit the year, with 
power to try all maritime causes therein, except piiucy. 

1560^*ThcHna8, Duke of Norfolk* chosen High Steward of this 
Borough. 

1562 — April 29th. John Berry, one of the *^ eight andlgrties'* or 
common coundlmen, expelled the Corporation* ifor im- 
morality. 

1568 — Queen Elizabeth granted permission, by prpdamation, to 
all Hugonots (who were debarred frcxn exer^^^H^g t{ieir «e« 
ligion in France) to reside in England, offering tj»em her 
protection. A great nikaber immediately esNoe over, and 
many of them settled at Yarmouth, Norwich, ajid the other 
towns oi Norfolk. 

1574 — ^February 6th. The town was this year so full pf foreign 
Protestants, who were daily increasing in number* imd 
occasioned much inconvenience to the inhabitants that the 
Bailifis foimd it expedient to publish an order, forbidding 
the influx of any more foriegners from the Low Countries 
within the t&wnt and also to prevent, the same persons from 
sailmg in their pinks or vessels. 

T T 
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1578 — ^August Queen Elizabeth hourly expected here, and great 
preparations made for her entertainment; a silver cup was 
manufactured, in the form of a ship, of the value of £16, 
which the Corporation intended to present her with. These 
hospitable and loyal intentions were rendered abortive, by 
her coming no farther than Norwich : the Lords of her retinue, 
however, came here, and were elegantly entertained in the 
Priory, at the town's expense. 

1579-Jrhe plague broke out in Yarmouth, and the grammar school 
shut up, on that account, for ^x months. In September, a 
letter was received from the Mayor of Newcastle, in which 
he forbade the Yarmouth ships to go there for coals, or have 
any communication with that port, for fear of introducing 
it amongst them. Forty-three persons died in one day, 
and booths were erected on the Denes during the herring 
season, for the safety of the fishermen, as practiced on a 
similar occasion some years previously to this period. 6e« 
tween May and Michaelmas, there died of this dreadful 
pestilence, within the town, upwards of 2000 persons. 

1580^-~An incredible quantity of herrings taken by the fishermen 
and brought uito the haven during a single tide, amounting 
in the whole to 2000 lasts. ' 

1584— -A ship arrived here with 24 tons of rock stones from France, 
for the use of the Haven and Piers, which cost the town 
£144. 

1608— The charter of Queen Elizabeth, for holding an Admiralty 
Court, confirmed by James the First, and an additi<Rial 
power given to punish pirates, with the grant of an Admi- 
ralty jurisdiction in the Borough, Haven, and other places 
therein limited: viz. from Winterton-ness to Easton-neas, 
being 14 leuks (or miles) in length, and 7 leuks eastward 



323 

A. D. 

into the sea in breadth. This charter is dated at Westminstfir« 
the 22nd July, in the 5th year of the King's reign in England* 
and the 41st in Scotland. 

1610 — ^The gutters on the Quay neatly covered : they were before 
open and exceedingly dirty and inconvenient, particularly 
to foot passengers. . 

1611 — ^A very bad fishing: herrings were so scarce, that the 
Windsor last cost £15. 5s, 

1613 — ^The expense of cutting and maintaining the Havens, from the 
year 1549 to the present year, amounted to upwards of 
£38,652. 

1614— -King James I. presented by the town with 100 Jacobus's, as 
a mark of respect. And the same year, the churchwardens 
paid 2s. 6d. for 1000 tokens, to give to such persons as 
received the commimion. 

1625 — December 29th. An order made, that the poor of this town 
should be prohibited from marrying, unless they could pro- 
cure the hand- writing of the Alderman and Chief Constable 
of the ward in which* they resided, for the purpose of speci- 
fying their capabil.ty to maintain a family. 

1629 — The impropriation of Saint Nicholas's church granted to the 
inhabitants, who elected their own Minister, paying a 
certain farm to the Dean and Chapter of Norwich. 

1*633 — ^A singular ordinance formerly made, allowing Aldermen's 
wives only to wear velvet hats, annulled. 

1642 — ^At this time, the inhabitants had not the convenience of fresh 
water works, but' were compelled to procure it from the 
Denes ; it was afterwards conveyed, by water works and 
leaden pipes, to all parts of the town. These works appear to 
have been subsequently unnecessary, and were consequently^ 
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IM^— dinaedy for almost every hotueaC this period htti a pump or 
trelty and good water. Sevend of these feadea pipes were 
taken \xp some years since : and in 1824, a quantity of lead 
pipe was discovered upon the Church-plain, near the Nelsoa 
Hotel, by the workmen employed in depositing the mains 
for the gas-lights, which in all probability appertained to 
the ancient waterworks. 

August The civil war between Charles the First and the 
Parliament, This Borough declared in favour of the latter* on 
the 9th of July in this year, and was in consequence otdered 
to be put into a state of defence. The houses and workshops 
adjoining the town walls were taken down, the gates ram- 
pival and locked, and the east leaf of the bridge drawn up 
every night, and wdl guarded. A strict injunction was 
given by the Parliament not to bill^ any of the King^s 
soldiers, without an especial order from ^em> with directions, 
that if compelled to do so, they were to resist by force. 

September. The Earl of Wai-wick, Lord High Admiral, 
came to Yarmouth, and was entertained by the Corporation, 
at the expense of £62. 15s. 5d. 

A ship equipped by the town and sent to sea, in the 
Parliament's service. 

October 12th. The Queen, consort of Charles the 
First, being in Holland, collecting supplies of mei^ and 
ammunition, to recruit the Royal forces in England, a ship, 
wiith 140 soldiers, arms, and accoutrements, on board,, was. 
compelled, through stress of weather and leakage, to put into 
this port, where she was immediately seized by the towns- 
men, and her crew and the soldiers imprisoned, on behalf of 
the parliament, who m a short time sent them directions to 
forward the arms and men to London. 

December 23rd. A rate of £1200 was assessed upon 
the inhabitants, for the fortifications. 
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1^43*^Fe^birt«by. Lotd- Grey, of Vte^r the parliaineiitary general^ 
ordeied tbe i&mt to pro^i^ 80 dragoons, and furnish them 
withr mottey and a month's pay. The inhahitanta were 
wabk tOicompLy with thjis demand, and in lieu thereof, they 
had to pay a contribution of £34. 16s. 5d. weekly, called 
tha parliSbneDtary rate. 

August. A company of foot sent by ocder of the 
House of Commons, for defence of the town. 

]p64r4^— January. The Earl of Manchester sent Colonel Russel, 
early in this year, to be miUtia governor of Yarmouth for 
the Parliament; but the Buigesses not approving of this pro- 
ceedings, and. conceiving it to be an infriogement of their 
charter, expostulated with ibe Earl, who thereupon granted 
another commission, in which the Colonel was named, witli 
six other gentlemen of Yarmouth, to govern tlie town, 
which being agreed to* they enta^d upon their office. 

February. The ruling party in Yarmouth at this time 
was Presbyterian, though a few individuals had tajken upon 
them, of their own authority, to erect particular chucches in a 
congregational way, contrary to the Presbyterian govern- 
ment, which occasioned great divisions and distractions in 
the town. Mr. Bridge, one of their ministers, set up a 
separate church, and maintained it after the manner of the 
independants. 

Twenty Iceland fishing barks, belonging to- Yarmouth 
merchants, were taken by pirates, (as the people of Yarmouth 
chose to designate them) who infested the coast. Three of 
tiiese vessels afterwards escaped: many ships were plundered, 
and much loss sustained. The enemies' 8hi|)8were not 
in reality manned by pirates, but a small fleet of Royalists, 
under the command<of Captain Allen, of Lowestoft. They 
severely annoyed the partizans of the Parliament^ and more 
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particularly the people of Yarmouth, who pceseated a memo- 
rial of tlieir losses to the State, and solicited rdief* . 

1645 — Additional fortifications made: breast^woila and {^tibmis 
built at the sea side, and ordnance placed thereon to annoy 
the enemy. 

The Earl of Lautherdale came tQ Yarmoutk in this 
year, and was very elegantly entertained. 

1648 — July 7th. At an assembly holden this day, it appears, that 
'* in regard to the distractions dangers and troubles of the 
present times and for the prevention of tumults in this town 
* and dangers which may arise, it was agreed that there 
should be a standing committee appointed to meet together 
from time to time to consider of the best ways and means 
to be used tor the preservation and safety of the town and 
to take care therein, and they to call before them such as shall 
be thought to be disturbers of the peace, and to take order 
for puaishing such persoas and for settling the peace and 
quiet of the town." The sifbscribers at this assembly 
opealy declared, that they would stand for King and Parlia- 
ment according to the national covenant,^ 

July 27th. The Burgesses, for the better defence of the 
place and their own convenience, raised 600 foot and 50 
horse, in lieu of liaving the parliamentary forces marched 
iuto the town to do garrison duty. Several letters passed 
between them and Lord Fairfax, respecting the propriety of 
placing a garrison near the town, for their protection from 
the Royalists 

September 9th. Lord Fairfax, with a large retinue, came 
to Yarmouth, and received with great acclamations by the 
populace. The Burgesses met to congratulate him, and 
provided an entertainment, which cost £62. 158. 2d. 



' 
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September 12th. Colonel Barkstead's regiment iras 
admitted to garrison within the walls, and £400 advanced 
by the inhabitants to furnish the solditrs with one month's 
pay, which the Aldermen and Constables saw regularly dis- 
tributed. This politic measure prevented Cromwell's rapa- 
cious troops from having any pretext for free quarter, which 
they not unfrequently exercised, even in those towns they 
considered to be their allies. 

1648-9 — January 30th. Charles I. beheaded. Immediately after the 
death of this unfortunate monarch, a proclamation was sent 
to the magistrates, forbidding them to proclaim his son, 
Charles Stuart, Prince of Wales, or any other person, to bfe 
King of this realm. 

July 3 1st. Four Aldermen and sixteen Common Coun- 
cilmen of the town resigned their places in the Corporation, 
probably disaffected to Cromwell and his friends, and sus- 
pected of secretly aiding the Royal party. Six of these 
gentlemen were reinstated in their offices, by special order erf 
the parliamentary committee for idemnity, and on the 23rd 
of August following two other Aldermen resigned. In the 
same month, all the assembly books, papers, and commoa 
council rolls, were delivered up to the committee. 

1650 — ^The north aisle of the chancel of Saint Nicholas's church 
fitted up for divine worship. 

September. The town disbursed, on account of the 
State, from the 29th September, 1649, to the 29th S^tember, 
1650, the sum of £335. 8s. 7d., for maintaining the prisoners 
of war taken at sea ; many of whom, for want of other places 
of security, were confined in the towers upon the town 
walls. 
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1652— 'Blake, the immouft Admiral, sent aesrerel shJ|»iDto Yarmouth, 
which he had captured iroin the Dutch. 

1653 — December 16th. Cromwell proclaimed Lord Pirotector of 
this kingdom. 

1658 — September 3rd. The death of Oliver Cromwell, rendered 
memorable by one of the most violent tempests ever remem- 
bered. On the 8th of November following, an address was 
unanimously voted by this town to Richard Cromwell, his 
successor, testifying their readiness to submit to bis govern- 
ment, and to place themselves under h'.s protection. A more 
venial and fulsome paper than this, was perhaps never pre- 
sented to a ruler. Amongst other passages of the grossest 
flattery, couched in the cant language of the times, the late 
IVotector is styled " the good, the great man, the Captain of 
the Lord's Host who is fallen in Israel •/'♦ whilst thepartizans 
I of the House of Stuait are called the "sons of Bdial" and 

•* the children of darkness.*' Notwithstanding the contempti- 
bleepitiiets applied to the Royal party in this delectable 
morceau, the Corporation were politic enough to present a 
congratulatory address to Charles II. at the restoration, 
the annual fee farm, which they had purchased of the Parlia- 
ment, and the arrears due thereon, were dutifully delivered 
up to his Majesty : and on the 3rd of January, 1661, it was 
ordered, that a former grant of the High Stewardship made 
to Henry Cromwell, Esq. be discharged, and his name 
erased from the records of the Borough j their favourite 
• address was also {to use their own language) "utterly dis- 
claimed, obliterated, and made void.** 

1659— April SOth. A dreadful fire at Southwold, which consumed 
S the greatest part of the town, and severely distressed the 

>^ - 

*See a copy of the address in Swinden. 
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inbabitants. This Sorougji wpi Uiep 20 coofoly of wheat 
and 10 of rye, and ten poimds in money, whi^ proved a 
very seasonable relief. 

1659— November 22nd. Bradshaw, Lord President of the Hi^ 
Ck>urt of Justice, expired of a quartan ague, and notwith- 
standing the distractions of the times, was buried with great 
funeral pomp in Westminster Abbey. Bradstiaw, in, the 
early part of his life, resided in this town, in which his family 
preserved some property for many years afterwards. 

1^60— May 29th. Monarchy restored by George Monk, aiterwajnds 
Duke of Albemarle. Upon this occasion there were great 
rejoicings in Yarmouth, notwithstanding the decided part 
the townsmen had taken in behalf of the late Parliament. 

Depember 8th. Both Houses of Parliament ordered ilAi 
the bodies of Cromwell, Bradshaw, Ireton, and Pkide, should 
be disinterred, and suspended upon the gallows at Tyburn, 
and afterwards buried under it. On the 3rd of January, 
1661, this order was carried into execution with respect to the 
three first, and their heads were set upon Westminster HalL 
The corpse of Colonel Pride escaped being dragged from iti 
resting place through the intercession of the Duke of 
Albemarle, (Pride having married Elizabeth, natural daught^ 
of Thomas Monk, Esq. his Grace's brother,) but the whole 
of hisestates were confiscated.* 

166l--January 3rd. Lord Chancellor Hyde elected High Steward 
of Yarmouth. 

1664 — ^King CharlesU. by charter, dated at Westminster, 8th Januarf , 
confirmed the Court of Admiralty, granted a power to make 
laws for the regulation of seamen's wages, and to prevent 



*Noble*s Memoirs of the Regici^ea. 
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any person fiom buying or aefiing eommoditieB in any 
ihop, or wardioiisey in Su£R>Hl, wifliin half « mfle of Yarmoath 
bridge. 

1665-— June Sid. A severe engagement between the English and 
Dutch fleets offLowestoft The English, under the command 
of his Royal Highness the Duke of York and the Earl ci 
Sandwich, had the weathergage, and completely defeated 
the Dutch Admiral Opdam, whose vessel took flie in the 
action and exploded. 

1668— Southtown incorporated with this Boroiargh, by lettos patent 
of King Charles n., dated Fci)ruary the lOth, procured by 
Sir Robert Piston. 

1669— The overseers of the poor having procured a stamps Ihey 
coined a great number of farthings in this yeai^ by winch 
they exceedingly ofiended the King. Thetown entreated the 
mediation of Lord Townsheud in their behalf, who in the 
following year petitioned the King to pardon the Corpo- 
ration for their presumption, with which his Majesty waa 
graciously pleased to comply, but this affiur eost the to^vn 
£90 in the prosecution of their suit.* 

1671 — Charles II. came to Yarmoutli, accompanied by the Duke of 
York, and a numerous retinue. The Corporation presented 
his Majesty with four golden herrings, and a chain of £250 
value. Highly pleased with his reception, the King» in 
return for these marks of loyalty, knighted three gentlemen 
of the town. 



* Some of these farthiu^s are still to be met with. One now 
before me, is composed of brass ; od both sides are the Town Arma^ 
with these words round them, <* Great Yarmouth, 1609. For 

THE VSa OF THB POOR." 
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l$7d— May 28lfa. AoolherfuriouseDgagcmeiil between the EogUsli 
aad Dutch BaTiee» in Southwold Bay. The English ships 
were led by the Duke of York and the Earl of Sandwich, 
and those of the enemy by De Ruyter and Van Ghent I'he 
fight commenced at seven or eight in the morning, and 
lasted with great obstinacy until the evening, when the 
Dutch were totally defeated. The French ^squadron, con • 
aistingofdGsail, under the Count D* Estiees, which should 
have been our ally, kept aloof, and took but little share in 
die action, in which, notwithstanding all their caution, they 
lost two ships and their Rear-Admiral M. De La Rabiniere. 
The Corporation of this town sent the Duke a present of 
wine, meat, fish, and fruit, which was very thankfully 
accepted. 

1684-^April5th. The town charters surrendered, under the common 
seal of the Corporation, to King Charles II. 

On the 22nd July, at Westminster, the same King 
granted his charter to elect a Mayor instead of two Bailifis, 
eighteen Aldermen instead of thirty-six, and thirty-six 
Conunon Councilmen in the place of forty-eight, by which 
the government of the town was materially altered for the 
better : this charter also empowered them to have twofairt^ 
yearly, with a Court of Piepoudre^ to regulate the same. 



•The charter appointed the fairs to be held, one upon the third 
Tbonday and ensuing Friday in the month of April, in every year; 
and the second fair on the third Thursday in August, and the 
Friday then next following, yearly; but the time of holding them 
is now altered, *he first being upon Sbro?e Monday and Tuesday,now 
termed Orange Fair; and the second, which is the principal and most 
respectable festival, is on the Friday and Saturday in Easter-week. 

t The lowest, and at the same time the most expeditions, Court 
of Justicei known to the law of England, is the Court of Pitpoudf^ 
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1684 — ^fbe iiuthmieDt was brought down frokb London to 
Littlebury, in Essex, by the Earl of Yarmouth, then High 
Steward of the Borough, where, in consequence of the illness 
of his Ck>untess, which obliged him to return to London, it 
was given to his eldest son. Lord Charles Paston, who 
brought it to Haddisco, and delivered it to Qeoige Ward, Esq. 
the Mayor Elect, who had advanced to that place to give his 
Lordship the meeting, accompanied by a numerous train of 
carriages and three or four hundred horsemen. After ex- 
pressing tlieir humble acknowledgements of His Majesty^s 
&vour, the cavalcade then proceeded to Yarmouth bridge, 
where they were gireeted by a vast nmaber of persons, as- 
sembled on the Quay, and there the instrument was delivered 
to the Chamberlains, Mr. Robert Huntingdon and Mr. 
Gabriel Ward. The people then formed a procession through 
the principal streets of the town, and proceeded to Guild-Hall, 
where the charter was read, and the Mayor and the other 
officers were sworn in, according to the newly prescribed 



curia pedis pulverizaii: so called 'from the dasty feet oAbe suiters; 
dr, according to Sir Edward Coke, because justice is there done as 
fli(>eedi1y as dust can fall from the foot. 

Bat the etymology given us by Barrington, in his observations 
on the statutes, is much more ingenious and satisfactory, it being 
derived, according to him, from pied puldreaux^ (a pedlar, in old 
French,) and therefore signifying the court of such petty chapmen 
as resort to fairs or markets. 1 1 is a court of record, incident to every 
fair and market, of which the steward of him who owns or has the 
toll of the market is the judge; and its jurisdiction extends to ad- 
minister justice for all commercial injuries done in that very fair or 
market, and not in any preceding one ; so that the injury most be 
done, complained of, heard, and determined, within the compass of 
one mod the sigune day, fialciss the fair continues longer. 
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fiorms, amidst the ringing of bells, the firing of guns, and 
other expressions of rejoicing. Notwithstanding all this 
parade, the town did not long enjoy these newly-acquired 
privileges, for King James II. vacated this charter by general 
proclamation, in 1688, by which this Borough was again 
placed in the state it had previously been in the reign of 
King Charles IL before any surrender was made. Thus the 
town was once more governed by two Bailifis as fonnerly, 
until the reign of Queen Anne, when another charter was 
granted, and the government by Mayors restored. 

1685— May. Sir Henry Sheers, a skilful engineer, came to inspect the 
Haven and Piers, for which he received one hundred guineas 
and his travelling expenses. 

1687 — ^King James II. removed from their situations five Aldermen 
and twelve Common Councilmen of the corporate body, 
under an order of Council, dated at Whitehall, 24th of 
February; and in the following year by another order, 
dated at Windsor, the 24th of August, three Aldermen and 
foyrof the Common Councilmen were ejected from their 
offices, and others placed in their stead. The right of dis- 
placing individuals from the corporate body had been re- 
served to himself by King Charles II. in the last charter. 

1692 — October 18th. King William landed here with his retinue, 
and entered the town by the south gate, where he was met 
by the Corporation, who handsomely entertained him and 
his train, at their own expense. 

1703— March 11th. The 25th and last charter, granted at West- 
minster, by Queen Anne, under which the government of 
the town was again vested in a Mayor and other officers, 
instead of the two BaiUffs. In this instrument, the expense 
<tf prodoring which, amounted to £412. 96. lOd., the rigbts 



9U 

and privileges of the Corporatkm were •ecmed as in the 
last charter of Charles II.» and by k the tow a - is now 
governed. 

1734— A subscription entered into by some gentlemen of the town, 
for purchasing a gold chain and medal, with which they 
proposed to invest the Mayor pro tempore, to be worn by 
him upon all public occasions. A handsome gold chain 
was subsequently purchased, to which was attached a medal, 
with the Ck>rporation arms on one side, and on the reverse 
a ship under sai]» in allusion to the commercial interests of 
the inhabitants. The whole cost £166» but the medal was 
twelve years afterwards, ordered to be disposed of, and its 
value expended for additional links to the diain. 

1744— A silver oar, double gilt, the ensignia of the Admiralty Coort, 
presented to the town by Samuel Killett, Esq. 

1750— John Barcham, mariner, executed hete for the murder of 
Robert Bullen. 

1754 — An unsuccessful attempt made to introduce Methodism into 
this town by Mr. Thomas Olivers,* a preacher of the go^pd» 
who at that time officiated in the Norwich circuit. He was 
accompanied upon this occasion by a friend, and it being 
the sabbath-day, at the conclusion of the service at Saint 
Nicholases church, which they both attended, the preacher 
and his friend took their stations in the Market-place, where 
they began to sing an hymn, and to offer up prayers in the 
presence of a multitude of persons, whom curiosity had 
attracted together. Mr. Olivers then read his text, andpro- 
ceededto address the audience, when a great clamour arose 



• Watmoagh*s History of Methodism in YarouNitb} oa the 
authority of the Arninian Magazine, vol. 9. pp. 138-9. 
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unong the people^ who immediately directed their fury 
against the preacher and his friend. Retiring to the house of 
an acquaintance, they sent for their horses to return ; but the 
multitude filled the row in which the house was situated, 
and on their attempting to depart, assailed them with dirt, 
stones, and missiles of every description without mercy, 
until the preacher and his friend effecting their escape with 
considerable difficulty, were driven completely out of the 
town. 

1758— An act procured to hold a Court for the more easy and 
speedy recovery of small debts, within this town and its 
liberties, termed the Court of Conscience. 

1760 — A second and more successful attempt at the introduction of 
Methodism took place, which for the noveltyof the proceed- 
ing, deserves to be particularly mentioned. In this year, 
Mr. Howel Harris, who had previouly been a preacher in 
South Wales, arrived in Yarmouth. This g^tleman had 
raised a volunteer corps for the defence of the nation, and 
his men having been accepted by government, were enrolled 
and attached to a regiment, in which he received a com- 
mand. On his anival in Yarmouth, upon enquiry as 
fo whether there were any Methodists in the town, he be- 
came acquainted with the attempt of Olivers, in 1754, and 
its unsuccessful termination. Undismayed by the difficulties 
his predecessors had encountered, he enthusiastically deter- 
mined to make another appeal to the populace in fiivour of 
his religion, and for that purpose privately employed the 
Town-Crier to give notice, that on a particular day and 
hour a Methodist teacher would preach to the people in the 
Market-place. The passion for novelty in some, and a feel- 
ing of curiosity in which mischief was predominant, in 
others, attracted a large assemblage of persons to the spot oa 
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1760 — the appointed day j the more recUess of "wbomf instigated 
by a hatred to the sect» anned themselves ,with sticks^ brick- 
bats, and other weapons, with which they avowed their in> 
tention of annoying the preacher. Mr. Harris, apparently 
unconcerned at their proceedings, had been exerpising his 
men at a little distance from the mob, and when the clock 
struck the appointed hour, he quietly walk^ into .the midst 
of the crowd, and coolly demanded the reason uf its assem- 
blage. Some of the surrounding persons informed him that a 
Methodist had advertised his pi'eaching there at that hour, and 
the more violent of the ringleaders declared *<it well was for 
him that he had not come, for they would certainly not have 
left him alive had he made his appearance among them.** 
Mr. Harris expressed his sorrow for their disappointm^t, 
and said if they would favour him with their attention, he 
would give them a little friendly advice, tiiat might hereafter 
prove of service to them. His men then surrounded him 
with their arms, and a table Jiavii^ been prepared for him, 
he mounted, and proceeded to sing an bymn, in which the 
soldiers most earnestly joined, a prayer succeeded, and the 
military preacher then exhorted the people to abstain from 
their wicked courses. The wondering mob, (always in 
extremes,) awe struck by the presence of the armed mihtary, 
and subdued by the novelty of the scene, offered no oppo- 
sition; their hostile intentions were abandoned, and the 
preacher after obtaining a long and uninterrupted hearing, 
quietly departed with his men, and the multitude returned 
to their own houses. Mr. Harris subsequently preached 
almost every evening, and Methodism became gradually 
established. A commodious chapel (the present baptist 
meeting-house,) was built by an individual in the town, and 
let to the Methodists at a yearly rent, and Mr. Benjamin 
Worship, an attorney, and Mr. John Simpson, a woollen 
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diaper, two local preachen, w«re appoint to officiatr 

therein. Adivisioii in the lodety, howew, took place 
about 1765, by the former of these two preachers imbibing 
Cahrin*t, or ratherSandiman^ opinions, and takhigpossessionr 
of thechapek, he set up for himself and enoonraged the 
spread of his Antinomian principles* The remaiader of the 
society engaged a dweUing-house^ which they fitted up 
as a place of worship, and continued preaching there but 
with little SQCoess. At some period subsequently to 1774 
J. Simpson, the other preacher, again divided them, when* 
only eight persons remained, who removed to ttm kitchen 
of a house in the occupation of Mr. King, a hrasier, where 
they at length separated. A revival of the sect took 
place in the year 1780, teough the exertions of Mr. 
Wood, a pieadier, at that time stationed in the Norwicb 
circuit, and in 1782 there were about 60 i^nembers com-' 
prising the society. In the following year» October 22ndr 
a new chapel was opened by the Rev. John Wesley, which 
in time became too small for their daily increasing followers.^ 
Another building was erected in 1792, and subsequently 
enlarged and converted into the present Meeting-house, 
which is capable of containing nearly 1000 persons. 

1766 — ^The price of provisions became so greatly enhanced, in the 
latter end of this year and the commencement of the folio W' 
ing, that the poor, for want of sufficient employment, were 
totally ratable to jurocure bread at the then price, viz. five- 
pence for the quartern loaf of 41b. 3oz. Several charitable 
subscripticttis were entered into for their rdief, in many 
parti of the kingdom. The Mayor of Yarmouth accordingly 
requested the principal inhabitants to meet him at the Town< 
Hall, where a subscription was set on foot to relieve the 
necessitous of the town, which in a short time amounted to 

X X 
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a considerable sum of money. A quantity of wheat was 
purchaaed and ground into meal, which it was resolved to 
bake into bread, and deliver to the poor on the most reason- 
able terms, agreeably to a plan devised for that purpose. 
The town was divided into different wards, and the poor of 
each ward ordered to attend at different hours in the day, 
at the general baking-office, in Goal-Street, where, on the 
production of tickets, delivered to them for that purpose, each 
person received their portion, without the least confusion. 
In this way, nearly 4000 loaves were distributed weekly, at 
ihree-penoe the quartern loaf, weighing 41b. 14oz. By this 
charitable subscription, poor families were suppUed with a 
sufficient quantity of bread at little more than half the cur- 
rent price, from the 8th of January to the 25th of April, 
1767: the whole number of loaves thus distributed was 
60,138. 

176d — September 16th. Elizabeth Martin executed for the niurder 
of her illegitimate child.* 

1781— Wilham P&ine, the pirate, hanged at London, and afterwards 
gibbetted here, on the North Denes. 

1791 — October 27th. Great riots in Yarmouth, chiefly on account 
of the high price of provisions, which were at length sup- 
pressed by the exertions of the magistrates. 

The Marquis Townshend elected High Steward. 



* In the early part of this century, Elizabeth Thompson was 
executed for the murder of a Dutchman. The crime was perpetra- 
ted at the Tuns Inn, in the Goal-Row, which house was then kept by 
her. The actual murderer could not be discovered, and as this woman 
was proved to be in possession of the secret, which she obstinately 
refased to reveal, she was executed as an accessary. The real mur- 
derer confessed the crime on his death bed. 
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1795 — Monday, January 19th. The Princess of Holland, her son, 
and several of the Dutch Nobility landed here, after their 
escape from Holland, and were received by the townsmen 
with the greatest hospitality. The Hereditary Prince and 
the Stadtholder arrived from Harwich two days afterwardsy 
and accompanied the party to Colchester. The Duke of 
York came to Yarmouth next day, but finding 4he Royal 
party gone, he only staid to refresh himself, and immediately 
followed them to London. His Royal Highness was re- 
ceived with every mark of respect and attachment by the 
people, who taking the horses from his carriage, drew him 
with acclamations roimd the Market-place. 

1797 — ^Admiral Duncan defeated the Dutch under De Winter, and 
returned to his station in these Roads : he was followed a few 
days after by several of the enemies* ships, in a shattered 
condition. 

180(V— Lord Nelson presented with the freedom of the town. 

1801 — March. Lord Nelson arrived in these Roads, widi his flag 
on board the London of 98 guns, to join the fleet under 
Admirals Dickson and Parker. 

lS04p-.The rows, or narrow passages in the town, first numbered. 

1805 — ^A tremendous storm at sea, accompanied by a raging tide, 
which neariy destroyed the old Jetty. 

18 10-r— November 14th. The King of Sweden, who had abdicated 
his throne, landed here from the Tartar sloop, imder the 
title of Count Qottorp. 

1813— John Hannah, a miserable old man, upwards of 70 years of 
age, hanged for the murder of his wife. 

18U-- Tuesday, April 1 9th. The restoration of Louis XVIU. to the 
throne of France. The principal inhabitants of this town sub- 
scribed £ 1 , 10^. 88. 6d., which sum was expended in providing 
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a giaad diimer for my^ as wete veuding in the town and 
choae to partake of it Fifty-eight tables weie spread in the 
opea air» in sucoeanoo, along the South Quay, at which 
8083 persons were seatad, who made an excdlent dinner off 
the standard old Engliah fiue of roast beef, phnn-pudding, 
and alcy. Jacob Preston, Esq. ths Mayor, presiding at one of 
the tables.. The weather wasextremdy fine, and the whole 
passed off in the utmost harm(my and conyiviality . A man, 
personating Neptune in a car, attended by Tritons and other 
deities, paraded the town, witb.musio, in pcooessioo, during 
the day, and the ev^mg concluded with a grand bonfire 
on the North Denes, on which the effigy of Napoleon was 
•oosumed amidst much rejoicing. 

The Borou^ Sessions of Oyer and Terminer ordered to 
be held twice a year, instead of once, as hitherto. 

1815 — ^Lord Sydney inaugurated into the office of High Steward. 

1820— Tuesday, August 15th. A grand Musiea] Festival at Yarmouth. 
The performances commenced by a miscellaneous concert 
in the evening, at the Town-Hall. The prmcipal vocalists 
were, Mrs. Salmon, Miss Venes, Mr. Vau^ian, Mr. French, 
Mr. Terrail, and Mr. Bellamy. The next morning, a 
selection from the first and second parts of the Sacred 
Oratorio of the Messiah was performed at Saint NicfaohM(*s 
<;hurch. The tbiid part was a miscdlaneous act, from 
the w<Mrks of Handel, Caloott, and Gu^Uelmi. On 
Wednesday evening, there was another concert at the Town- 
Hall ; and on the Thursday evening following, the entire 
first part of Haydn^s celebrated Oratorio of the Creation was 
executed at the church, with two miscellaneous acts, 
selected from Mozarfs Requiem, Beethoven's Mount of Olives, 
the Oratorios of Judas Maccabeus, and Israel in Egypt, and 
some highly esteemed compositions of Graun and PergolesL 
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The cliurch, upon this last occasion, presented a very brilliant 
appearance, from the number of lamps and candles with 
which the orchestra (expressly built for the occasion) and the 
other parts of the building were decorated. The 'execution 
of the performances reflected much credit upon the vocal and 
instrumental performers, who were principally amateur 
members of the Yarmouth and Norwich Concert Rooms, 
aided by several eminent professors, among whom was 
Lindley, the celebrated violencello performer; Mr. Eager, 
and his principal second Mr. Cooper, conducted the instru- 
mental band, and Mr. Buck presided at the organ. The 
Festival was ably and spiritedly patronized: several of the 
magistrates and gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood 
acted as stewards. Notwithstanding the concerts were all 
brilliantly and fashionable attended, the treasurer* at the 
conclusion of theimdertaking, was deficient in a considerable 
sum, towards which the Corporation of Yannouth generously 
presented £50, as an idemniflcation for the loss. 

1S25— February drd. A destructive tide, which did much damage 
in this town. The water flowed nearly to the doors of 
some of the houses on the Quays; the Southtown road was 
completely overflowed, and rendered impassable; the lower 
apartments in several of the houses on the west side were 
under water, ^nd much com, grain, and other merchandize 
in the store-houses spoiled. 

Tuesday, October 11th. The Catholic chapel, in 
George Street, finished, and consecrated by the Rev. Joseph 
Tate. Previously to the opening of this building, there 
was no chapel for the public observance of the Catholic 
service within the town. 
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POPULATION OP YARMOUTH. 



The Rev. C. D. Brereton, the author of a late "Treatise upon 
ihe Number and Means of Employment of Agricultural Labourers," 
observes, that he cannot trace the population of Yarmouth to an 
earlier period than 1784, when it was accurately taken, and found 
to contain 12,608 souls. From the intimate connexion of England 
with Holland, Hanover, and the free towns of Germany, after the 
revolution, it is probable that the population of Yarmouth had 
increased from 1690 to 1714. In 1821, it amounted to 18,040 
persons, being an increase of one-third, or 6000 upon 1784. 

At that period (1821) there were— 

Houses Inhabited 3,981 

by Families 4,318 

Uninhabited .. .. 157 

-— Building . • • • . • 20 

Total .. 8,476 

Families chiefiy employed in Agriculture 10 

Ditto in Trades, Manufactures, or Handicrafts • • . • 1,286 
Ditto in other occupations 3,022 

Total .. 4,318 

Males 7,649 

Females 10,391 

18,040 

Seamen, not returned • . • . • 922 

Soldiers 42 

Total .. 19,004 
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The Seamen employed on board registered vessels were returned 
separately. The miUtary were the staff of the East Norfolk 
Regiment of Militia, 

Malet. ftmaks. 

Under 5 yean of age 1,352 1,334 

From 5 to 10 1,156 1,226 

11—15 910 1,060 

16—20 , 705 1,088 

21—30 839 1,796 

31—40 803 1,233 

41 — 50 • .. .• 739 1,005 

51 — 60 492 734 

61—70 335 630 

71—80 214 299 

81^00 49 80 

91—100 4 6 

100— &c 1* 

Total ,. 7^ 10t391 

•Thif mdividfuU, named Ukt Waller, died i« 1833, at ike 
adv«ae«d afe of 103. He retained hU facnltiea but t lightly ioipalred 
to the last. 
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PARLIAMENTARY BURGESSES. 



It is not a little remarkable, that Swinden, in his elaborate 
History of Yarmouth, has entirely omitted to notice its representa- 
tives in Parliament. His reason for this omission I cannot con- 
jecture, but it might be owing to the difficulty of procuring, at that 
time, the necessary information,' as access to the different depon- 
tories Of the Parliamentary Records was certainly not attended witii 
the same facility as at present. In order, therefore, to supply this 
defect in our Borough History, as far as my limited means will allow» 
I shall here subjoin a list of the. Members, the early part of which 
was extracted from the Register of. Parliamentary Writs, by John 
Bruce, Esq.* and presented to me by Mr. J. Gooding, to whom I 
have been obliged for several communications upon this subject, 
extracted from his own collections. 

According to Oldfield, this town appears to have sent 
Burgesses*^to Parliament as early as 1294, the 23rd year of Edward I. 
but the names of the Representatives are not given by him, alHioagh 
it was quite as early as the City of Norwich or the Borough of Lynn* 
In the 26th year of the same monarch, a writ of summons was 
ordered for this Borough, and in 1299, two Burgesses were returned, 
whose names are the first upon record that have reached us. 

The mode of summoning a Parliament, was, as Mr. Bruce 
justly observes, by writs, directed to the Sheriffs of the Coimties, 
commanding each of them to send Knights for the County and 
Burgesses for the Boroughs, within his Bailiwick. The Sheriffs were 
the judges of what places were proper to send such Burgesses, and 
they summoned them accordingly. At that time, a disinclination to 



♦ The author of a learned Paper on the derivation of the 
word "JIfcw*," read to the Society of Antiquaries, and inserted in 
the 2l6t volume of the Archocologia. 
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the custom appears to have existed on the part of the electors, who 
were obliged to pay the expenses of their Representatives, and not 
by the Burgesses themselves, who may be supposed to have been 
always willing to be selected as qualified to fill the situations of 
Counsellors to the King, particularly when they were allowed to 
sustain that honour at the charges of their constituents. Accord- 
ingly we find that some Boroughs petitioned Parliament that they 
might be excused from sending Members, upon the ground of their 
poverty; and for many years, in the reign of Edward the Third, the 
return for Lancashire was, that "there were no Cities or Boroughs 
in that County which ought to send Members, because of their in- 
ability or poverty." Sometimes we find that a Borough sends 
Members to Parliament for many years, then, of a sudden, without any 
cause assigned by the Sheriff, it ceases to be returned for a long period, 
at the expiration of which it recommences, without any apparent 
reason. Thus Thetford sent Members for many years previously to 
the reign of Henry VI:, but in the 29th year of that monarch, the 
Sheriff mentions in his return, Lynn, Norwich, &c. and thai, omit- 
ting Thetford, goes on to certify that those were all the places fit 
and proper to send Members to Parliament, and this instance cannot 
by any means be cited as a solitary one. This omission is not to be 
accounted for with any certainty, unless it be placed to the unwilling- 
ness of the electors to be burthened with the expence of their Repre- 
sentatives, and perhaps, in the return just mentioned, it might be 
owing to some politic understanding between the Sheriff and the 
Borough. An instance of such an imderstanding having been 
known to exist, is not perhaps now capable of demonstration; but 
as the SherijQThad the power to summon what Boroughs he pleased, it 
is certainly not improbable that such might have existed. A strange 
instance of the mutability of all human affairs is, that the elective 
franchise, which is now held up as the palladium of every thing 
sacred by our modem patriots, should onee have been regarded as a 
burthen— en honor from whieh it was » happiness to escape. 
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1660— Sir John Palgrave,* Bart and Miles Corbet, Esq. both 
removed on petition, and the following returned — 
Sir John Potts, f Bart, and Sir William D'0yley4 Knt. 

1661— William Coventry,|| l^lsq. and Sir William D'Oyley. 

1679 — ^Lord Huntington and Sir William Coventry, Knt. 

1680 — Richard Huntington, Esq. and Geoige England, Esq. 

1681 — Sir James Johnson, Knt. and George England, Esq. 

Previously to this year, the Corporation had usually elected 
the Burgesses of Parliament by an inquest of twelve men from their 
own body, viz. six aldermen and six of the common council, or 
sometimes by a majority of assembly, as in 1654. At this period, 
(1681) the whole body of the freemen of the Borough claimed the 
right of electing their Representatives in Parliament, and accordingly 
chose the two gentlemen above named, upon which occasion Sir 
James Johnson made a celebrated speech to the electors. An appeal 
agamtt this return was made by the Corpofation to the House of 
Commons, who decided in favour of the freemen, a majority of 
whom have ever since elected their own Representatives. 



* Sir John Palgrave, of Norwood Berningham, in Norfolk. 
Created a baronet, in 1641. 

t Sir John Potts, Bart, of Rf annington, in Norfolk. He re- 
prmented this county in 1640. 

t Sir William D'Oyley, Knt. of Shottisham, in Norfolk. 
Created a Baronet in 1663, and appointed one of the Commitiofiers 
finr Sick and Wounded Seamen and Prisoners of War, in 1665: he 
died in 1677. 

II Fourth son of Thomas, first Earl of Coventry, and Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty in 1661, Knighted 1665, and one of the Com- 
nybsionera of the Treasury in 1667: he died at the age of 60 years, 
in 1686. 
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1684-5 — Qeoige England, Esq. uid Lord Huntiii^oa. 

1688->-Th6 same. 

1689 — George England, Esq. and Samuel Fuller, Esq. 

1695— The same. 

1698-^theflame. 

1700— The same. 

1701 — John Nicolson, Esq. and John Burton, Esq. 

1702 — Benjamin England, Esq. tod John Nicolson, Esq. 

1705^Tfae same. 

1708— Honourable Iloger Townsend and tlichard Ferrier, Esq. 

1710— •Richard Fertier, Esq. and George England, Esq. 

171d^The same. 

1715--^Qe6rge Englatid, Esq* abd Ifon<Mina)le Hotatit) ToTinifteiidv 

1722 — ^Horatio Walpole, Esq. and HonouraUe Charles Townaeod. 

1733-^Ronoiiral)le William Townsend, vke HonbuitiMe Gfatfrltt 
Townsend, summoned by Writ to thd fiouse of t^eers 
^ as Lord Lynn. 

17&8^HoBOarable William Townsend atid fHoi^o Widpole, Esq. 

1734-.HonoUrable William Townsend and Edward Walpole^ fiiq. 

1737-8 — ^Honourable Roger Townsebd, tice thmoxOMe 'WfS^talk 
Townsend, deceased. 

1741— Honourable Roger Townsend ••••• 400 votai. 

Edward Walpole, Esq. ^^.t.^.. 391 

}Hi«p/<ii^<Li«Mn,£fff..«.k 4 ••» to. «»»•«,•«•« 104 
Ei€h»dFi$lier,E^.^.k.*kk:,*^ 91 

n i i r I ii I • . T I r r M l ' • • ' ■ I II 

* Ancestor of the present irespeetable family of thlit ntee in 
YarmbQth. 

t Brother t6 Sir ft. Walpole, K. 6. drSt fiarl of Orftnrd, 6reat^ 
first Lord Waipole^of WoUertdn. 

JThe nmmcceisful candidates are distiagiiished by Italidl. 

2 Z 
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1747 — Honoiurable Edward Walpole and *Hon. Charles TownseDd 

1754— April 18th. Hon. Sir Edward Walpole, K. B. . . 518 votes 

Honourable Charles Townsend ••• 541 

Richard Fuller, Esq 397 

William Brmcn, Esq 342 

1756— 'Honourable Charles Townsend, having vacated bis seat 
by accepting the office of Treasurer of his Majesty*s 
Chamber, an Election took place, December 13th. 

tCharles Townsend, Esq. • 993 votes. 

Richard Fuller, Esq 361 

* Honourable Charles Townshend, brother to George Lord 
Viscoimt, afterwards 6rst Marquis Townsend. On his vacating his 
seat for Yarmonth, he was returned for the Borough of Harwich, 
which place he represented till his death. In the course of his politi- 
cal career, he passed through the various offices of one of the Lords 
of Trade and Plantations, Lord of the Admiralty, Treasurer of his 
M i0esty*s Chambers, Secretary at War, and first Lord of the Board 
of Trade and Plantatioiys. In 1766, he was appointed second Com. 
mtssloBer of the Treasury, and Chancellor and Under-Treasurer of 
the Exchequer, which offices he filled at the time of his death. He 
died of a putrid fever, on the 4th of September, 1767, in the 41 st 
year of his age. His wife, Caroline, eldest daoghter of John, Duke 
of Argyle, was created a Peeress in her own right, by the title of 
Bmncss Greenwich . Burke, the celebrated orator, in allusion to 
the ex^aordinary degree of influence and authority possessed by 
MrJ Townsend, at the period in which Lord Chatham was rapidly 
approac)iing to th^^close of his ministjerial career, expressed himself 
in the following nervous language in the House of Commons — ^*^ETen 
then, Sir, before this splendid orb was entirely set, and while the 
western horizon* was' in a blaze with "his descending glory, on the 
opposite side of the heavens arose* another Imhinary, and for his 
hour became lord of the ■aficendant.V.--Belsham says (History of 
Great Britain,. voU 5, p. 249.) ^ The t^riAot'thia minister's public life 
was too short, and his situation too subordinate, to allow that full 
aa4 fr^ scope of. action which is necessary to the perfect dcvelope- 
ment of a character. From what appears, his ambition incrasing 
with Ills increase of. honours, was much better sustained by his 
political ability, destitute as that ability was of a clear and correct 
judgement, than his ability by political rectitude.**— Miany instances 
of the brilliancy of his wit and readiness on debate, may be found in 
Walpole^s Mcmoires of the last Ten Years of George II. 

t Created Lord Bayning, 1797. 
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1761 — ^Honourable Sir Edward Walpole^ K. B. 

Charles Townsendy Esq. 
1763 — Charles Townseady Esq. 

Honourable Richard Walpole. 
1770.-.Feb. 10th. Charles Townsend, Esq. appointed a Lord of 

the Treasury, re-elected. 

1774 — Charles Townsend, Esq 310 votes. 

Honourable Richard Walpole 310 

William Beckford, Esq 218 

Sir Charles Saunders, K.B 216 

1777— Charles Townsend, Esq. having vacated his seat, by 
accepting the office of Joint Vice Treasurer of Ireland, an 
Election took place. 

Charles Townsend, Esq 502 votes. 

William Bechford, Esq 199 

1780-4:harles Townsend, Esq. 

Honourable Richard Walpole. 
1783 — ^Right Honourable Charles Townsend, having accepted the 

office of Treasurer of the Navy, was re-elected. 
1784— Sir John Jervis, K. B. 
Henry Beaufoy, Esq, 
1790 — June 18th. Right Honourable Charles Townsend 632 votes. 

Henry Beaufoy, Esq 455 

John Thomas Sandj/s, Esq 182 

On the death of Mr. Beaufoy, an Election ensued. 

1795— May 29th. Stephens Howe, Esq 483 votes. 

* George Anson, Esq 347 

1796 — Juno. Lord C. P. Townsend. 

Stephens Howe, Esq. 
On the death of these two members, were elected — 

1796— Oct. 26th. William Loftus, Esq 599 votes. 

Henry Joddrel, Esq 561 

Sir John Jervis, K. B 418 



• Now Lieutenant-Gcneral Sir George Anson, K. C. B. 
M. P. for Litchfield. 



S56 

A.D. 

18Q3— July. Sir Thomas Trowbridge, Bart. 

Thomas Jarvis, Esq. 

1806— Nov. 4th. ^Honourable Edwurd Harbord. 

Stephen Lushington^ Esq. 

ia07— -May 9th. Honourable Edward Harbord 627 votes. 

Stephen Lushington, Esq. ••••..•• 604 

William Jacobs Esq 341 

AiBot Upcker, Esq 21 

1808«-June 25th. Giffin Wilson, Esq. vice Mr. Lushington, who 

vacated by accepting the Chiltem Hundreds.. 

1812 — Oct 6th. Edmund Knowles Lacon, Esq 607 votes. 

William Loftus, Esq 387 

Gi^n Wilson, Esq 329 

1818 — June 19th. Honourable Thomas William Anson 780 votes 

Charles Edmund Rumbold, Esq.... 760 
Edmund Knowles Lacon, Esq, ... 651 
William Loftus, Esq 612 

1^19 — Feb. 15th. Honourable George Anson, vice Honourable 

T. W. Anson, who succeeded, on the 
demise of his &ther, to the title of Viscount 
Anson, July 31st 1818. 

1820'*-March 1 1th. Honourable George Anson 754 votes. 

Charles Edmund Rumbold, Esq. • • 752 

' John Michel, Esq,,. 612 

Josias Henry Stracey, Esq 612 

ll826— June 9th. C. E. Rumbold, Esq 649 vote-. 

Hon. Lieut. CoL Anson 645 

The Crimson Interest* 250 

• The Crioiaon Interest nominated Sir E. K. Lacon, Bart, without 
hit privity or consent, for wliom they demanded a poli, intending to return him 
to Parliament free of expence ; but being destitute of the funds necessary to. 
wwrej the outvoters to< Yarmouth, they were compeiled to relinquish the contest 
on the evening of the first day. 

The Freemen acquire their freedom by birth, service, gift, or pur- 
ciULse^ The sons of Freemen are entitled to this privilege at 18 yeais of age; ana 
those who have served an apprenticeship of seven years to a Freemau, within thc> 
liberties of the Borough, are entitled to it at the age of 21 years. 

•The present Loid Sufiield. 
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MAYORS 

PKMT t9M DATI OP 

QUEEN ANNE'S CHARTER, 

nth jfavch^ noau 

Bcnj.aiiiA £agle« to £^(£203«r2d)£i^ 
A. D. 1703» Anno 2ii4 Aime« 9ei^aami£Bg^ai]d» Es(|» 

1704, — >-^ drd •'-«-— Joseph Ck)ti9BB» Daq^ 

1705, — -- 4tb — r— Anthony Elya^ Jun. Esq. 

1706, ^^ ^th ^ i^ichaxd Fewer, Esq. 

1707, —^ 6tt. — Swaud Eulhr, Esq. 

1708, 7t|i. -.---» Anthony Elys, Esq. 

1709, -^^ 8tb -r-^ William Browne, Esq. 

— « 1716b -<*«*** ^h -**^ JvnfiaArtis, Eiq. 

_ 1711.— 10th— 5?^,?^'^ 

^ Samuel Wstaftan,. Esq^.. 

1712, -*<^ Utk'^-^ John Spurgseiv Esq. 

ni3..-»— 121k-— William Spooner, Esq. 

2ueen Annt died, August Ist, 1714. 

1714, Ist George I. Andrew Bracey, Esq. 

1715, 2nd ■ George England, Esq/ 

1416, 3rd John Ireland,, Esq. 

1717, _^ 4th Thomas le Grice, Esq. 

1718, _ 5tli " " Jonathan Pu^, Esq. 

1719, .—^ 6th ■■' ' Anthony Elys, Esq. 
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A. D. 1720, Anno 7th George I. Richard Ferrier, Esq 

1721, 8th ■ Christopher Brightm, Esq. 

1722, 9th William Pacey, I^sq. 

1723, lOth John Pearson, Esq. 

1724, 11th Richard Ferrier, Jun. Esq. 

1725, 12th- ■ Henry Lombe, Esq. 

1726, Idth Nathaniel Symonds, Esq. 

George L died June nth, 1727. 

1727, IstGeorgell. Samuel Artis, Esq. 

1728, — 2nd George Ward, Esq. 

.««^ 1729, 3rd Robert Ward, Esq. 

1730, 4th John Bird, Esq. 

1731, 5th Anthony Taylor, Esq. 

1732, 6th Thomas Cooke, Esq. 

1733, 7th ■ William Browne, Esq. 

1734, 8th Barry Love, Esq. 

1735, 9th Samuel Wakeman, Esq. 

_ 1736, 10th JohnPurson, Esq. 

1737, nth Thomas Milles, Esq. 

1738, 12ih Thomas Hotsley, Esq. 

1739, 13th Thomas EUys, Esq. 

— _. 1740, 14th Christopher Bernard, Esq. 

1741, 15th William Haimer, Esq. 

1742, 16th JohnCotman, Esq. 

1743, , 17th — • Joaeph Needi, Esq. 

1744, 18th William Browne, Sen. Esq. 

- 1745, — 19th > Joseph Cotman, Esq. 

1746, 20th Samuel Killett, Esq. 

1747, 21st Thomas Martin, Esq. 

- 1748, 22nd— —William Browne, Esq. 

1749, — , 23rd — - Robert Abbon, Esq. 

1750, 24th ■ Robert Ferrier, Esq. 

- 1751, — 25th James Ward, Esq. 
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C Christopher Tayor, Esq. died. 
A.D. 1752,Aimo26thGeorgcII.jQa^^^^^^^^ Esq. 

1753, 27th William Butcher, Esq. 

1754, 28th — Richard Baker, Esq. 

1755, 29th John Cotman, Esq. 

1766,. 30th William Browne, Esq. 

1757, _ 31st Joseph Cotman, Esq. 

1758, 32nd Giles Wakeman, Esq. 

1759, 33rd ■ Joseph Cotman, Esq. 

1760, 34th — — John Ramey, Esq. 

George IT, died October 25M, 1760. 

1761, 1 1st George III. Thomas Martin, Esq. 

1762, 2nd John Bamby, Esq. 

1763, 3rd — John Goslin Love, Esq. „ . 

1764, 4th Richard Moyse, Esq. 



1765,-— 5th John Norfor, Esq. 

1766, -6th — -^ William Fisher, Esq. 

1767, 7th John Fisher, Esq. 

1768,- — 8th — - Robert Lancaster, Esq. 

1769, 9th Richard Baker, Esq. 

1770, . 10th ' Cplman Manclarke, Esq. 

1771, llt>i — Anthony Taylor, Esq. 

1772, 12th — Henry Go<>ch, Esq. 

-— ^ 1773, — * 13th John Ramey, Esq. 

1774, 14th James Fisher, Esq. 

1775, .; 15th William Taylor, Esq. 

1776, — 16th Thomas Pitt, Esq. 

1777, 17th — Nathaniel Symonds, Esq. 

— — 1778, r-^ 18th Joseph Ramey, Esq. 

1779, .19th James Tumer, Esq. 

1780,, -20th William Fisher, Esq. , 

1781, — - 21st ■ John Reynolds, Esq. 

1782, 22nd William Palgrave, Esq. 



A.D. 17S3,Aiiw)tanlOeaigeni.WiWMn Taylor, Eq. 

I7g4, 24th — — Jetm IteyBda*, &q. 

17$6, agth — ■' ■ John WkIbod, £sq. 

.„ 1786, eetb WiUiatn Fisher, Jun.E«q. 

1787. — 271h ■ Benjamin Fielding, EBq. 

neS, SSth . James Fisher, Jun. Esq. 

1789, 29* Samuel Tolver, Esq. 

1790, 30th RoljertWanningtoii.Eiq. 

- 1791,- — 31st ^— ^ George Thorapaou, Esq. 

1792, 32nd — ' ■ - Edmund Lacon, Esq. 

1793, 33rd Jaciib Preston, Esq. 

1794, 34th William Taylor, Eflq. 

179J, — 35ft — Sir Edmund Lacon, Knt. 

1796, ——Will ■■■■■• DoverColby Esq. 

1797,— —amh—— Jamea Fisher, Jnn. Esq. 

1798,— *-Mft— — Sir Edmund Lacon, tut. 

- 1799, ■— -39& •■ — ■ WHiiam Fisher, Jun. E»q. 
__ 1800, —«th-—— &niuel Barker Eiq. 

- 1801, -•— 4ltt — ■ Jacob Preston, Esq. 

1802, —^itd — Jolm Fisher, Esq. 

1803, — ^43id •- — "*■ Itobm Cory, Esq. 

__- 1804, 44lh rnaua* R. Reynolds, Ei^. 

__ ]80t(, — 4Sth ' WflUBm Ptlgiave, B»q. 

-_, 1806. -^jgfli . ■. ' Willitoi Fisher, Jon. E»q. 

.^— 1807, - — 47tti ■- "Edmund KnOtfles Lacon, Esq. 

- 1808, — 48ft Robert Warmineton, Esq. 

1809, 40ft JamteFisher.Esq. 

- 1810, — aOfli Beiijarain Fielding, Esq, 

1811, 6Itt JOTffl Fisher, Esq. 

- — 1812. i.SHoA—' — i EarEdl)iiiibilLa<Kin,Kiil> 

1813,- — ■53ri — — ■—' Jawib Preston, Eaq. 

- 1814, — - 3«h — ■■^•^ WiMiatti Palgia^'e, Jan. Biq 

1815, 55th Robert Cory, Jun. Emj. 



• Now Sir £. K. Lacoo, Bart. 
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A.D. 1816,Anno56thGeo.Ill. Isaac Preston, Esq. 

1817, 57th Samuel Paget, Esq. 

1818, 58th ■ Edmuad Preston, Esq. 

1819, 59th Thomas Bateman, Esq. M. D. 

George ITT. died 29th January ^ 1820. 

..^^ 1820, Itt George IV. John G. Pisher, Esq. 

— - 1821, ^2nd — John D. Palmer, Esq. 

1822, 3rd ■ Isaac Preston, Esq. 

1823, 4th F. R. Reynolds, Esq. 

1824, 5th — Waiiam Barth, Esq. 

_-^ 1825, 6th — Charles Gosterton, Esq. 



AAA 
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MINISTERS 

OP 

GREAT YARMOUTH, 

FBOM THK RBSTOBATION. 



A.D. 

1660 Rev. Allen, at the Restoration. 

1663 Rev. Duncon, who resigned. 

1663 Rev. Gadford, D. D. 

1665 Rev. Spendlove. 

1679 Rev. Luke Milborne, who reigned. 

1691 Rev. Barry Love, A. M. 

1722 Rev. Thomas Macro, D. D. 

1744 Rev. Kedrick Ftescott, D. D. who resigned. . He was Pre- 
bendary of Norwich Cathedral, and Master of 
Catharine Hall, Cambridge. 

1750 Rev. Samuel Salter, D. D. resigned. Prebendary of Nor- 

wich, and afterwards Master of the Charter 
House. 

1755 Rev. John Butler, D. D. resigned. Afterwards Bishop of 

Oxford and Hereford. 

1761 Rev. John Manclark, A. B. 

1771 Rev. John Smith, D. D. resigned. Prebendary of Norwich. 

1781 Rev. Samuel Cooper, D. D. 

1800 Rev. Richard Turner, B. D. 
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LECTURERS. 



1660 Rev. — Brindey, at the Restoration. 

1662 Rev. Spendlove^father of the Minister of St. Nicholas's 

church. 

1665 Rev. — — Meen. 

1690 Rev. Barry Love. 

1692 Rev. William ling. 

1719 Rev. — Anderson, 

1731 Rev. Thomas Missenden, A. M. died 1774. 

1779 Rev. Richard Turner, B. D. (after a vacancy of fire years.) 

1800 Rev. Thomas Baker, A. M. 
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MINISTERS 



OF 



SAINT GEORGE'S CHAPEL. 



1716 Rev. Welham } 

^ . , > First Ministers. 

Rev. Auderson) 

1720 Rev. Anthony Ellys,* D. D. vice AndersoQ. 

1721 Rev. Prattant, rice Ellys. 

1722 Rev. Pitcaim, vice Prattant 

1724 Rev. Thomas Missenden, A. M. vice Welham. 

1780 Rev. Mingay, vice Pitcaim. 

1731 Rev. Bayspoole, vice Missendea. 

1733 Rev. Edward White, A. M. vice Bayspoole. 
1741 Rev. Francis Turner, A. M. vice Mingay. 

1790 Rev. John Love, A. M. vice Turner. 

1791 Rev. Charles Dade, A. M. vice White. 
1802 Rev. S. L. Cooper, A. M. vice Dade. 

1816 Rev. Fisher Watson, A. M. vice Love. 

1817 Rev. John Forster, A. M. vice Cooper. 
1821 Rev. John Homfray, A. B. vice Watson. 

♦ Dr. Ellys was Bishop of St. David's, 1752. 
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RARE BOTANICAL PLANTS, 

FOUND IN THB 

NEIGHBOURHOOD OF YARMOUTH. 

For the following copious Botanical List of 
Rare Plants^ to be found in the vicinity of 
Yarmouth, and within the space described in this 
Volume, I beg to acknowledge my obligations to 
Dawson Turner, Esq. by whose permission I have 
extracted them from the Norfolk and Suffolk Di^- 
sions of the Third Volume of The Botanist's Guide 
through England and fFales, published by himself 
and Lb WIS Wbston Diixwtn, Esq. F. R. S. and 
L. S. with Air. Turner's interleaved additions. 



ON THE NORFOLK SIDE OF YARMOUTH. 

Saucornia radicans. Near Yarmouth, and by the river at 
Gorleston. 

Chara hispida. Not uncommon near Yarmouth. 
Jlexilis. Ditch at Caister, near ditto. 

ScHOENus Mariscus, About St. Olave^s bridge, and abundantly in 
the reach of marshes between Bungay and Beccles. 

SciRFUs multicaulis. Plentiful about Yarmouth, and not uncom- 
mon on the wet heaths in the neighbourhood. 
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Alopbcurus bulbosus. Salt manhes round Yarmouth frequent. 
However different this plant and A, geniculatus may ap- 
pear in general habit and at first sight, it is by no 
means easy to find any characters of specific distinction 
between them. Mr. Turner has attended to this subject 
for some years, and inclines to the opinion that A, bulbosus 
is only a variety dependent upon its place of growth. 

AiRA canescens. On Yarmouth denes, particularly by the south 
battery, and on the sand hills at Caister abundantly. 

PoA buibosa. On Yarmouth denes every where. Mr. Turner says, 
'< It is far from extraordinary that this grass, which forms the 
principal part of the herbage of our denes, should so long have 
escaped the notice of botanists, for it bears its flowers early 
in May, very soon after which it withers, and in July no 
traces of stems or leaves are to be found ^ but the little bul- 
bous iQots are, during the whole sammer, blown about in 
great quantities upon the surfiue of the ground, or with the 
loose sand/' 

Elymus /irenarius. At Caister, near Yarmouth, and tfa^oe on the 
sand hills along the coast for many miles plentifully, but 
very rarely bearing flowers. 

HoRDEUM fMriiimum. Abundant in marshes by the river «de 
at Yarmouth. 

Centunoulub tmnimus^ Filby heath, very near the water. . 

RuppiA maritima. Abundant in the ditches of the salt marshes 
about Yarmouth. 

TiLUBA muscosa, Yarmouth denes, especially about the whale*s 
jaw bones. 

Ancrusa sempervirens. By the road side between Yarmouth and 
Bungay, plentifully. 

Viola lactea. Common on the denes about Yarmouth. 

Chenopodium olidum. Every where about Yarmouth, under the 
walls, and among the dung hills on the denes. 

— — — Jicifolium, About Yarmouth. 

' botrjfoides, Mai8]i ditches and waste places about 



Yarmouth. 
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BupLBuAUM tenuissimum, Borden of Braydoii» near Yannonth. 
SiuM latifolium, DitchesatAcle, by the side of the toad between 

Yarmouth and JfoiMch plentiful, and daewhere in the 

county not uncommon. 
Oenakthb pimpineiioides. Salt marshes about Yarmouth. 
CicuTa virosa. Not uncommon about Yarmouth, and near Filby 

Broad. 
Myosurus minimus. Fields at Ormesby. A weed in gardens 

about Yarmouth. 
Faankbnia Imvis. Moist parts of Yarmouth denes, near the feny, 

on the edges of the ditches. 
RuMEX maritimus. Not uncommon about Yarmouth and Ade. 
Alisma ranunculoides. Filby and RoUesby heaths, near the 

water, and very common in thje county. 
Polygonum minus. Filby heath. 
Cerastium tetrandum. On Yarmouth denes. 
Ranunculus Lingua. Marshes between Herringfleet and Reedham, 

and Caister near Yarmouth. 

parvi/iorus. Little Ormesby church-yard. 
Mentha hirsute. About Yarmouth and Caister. 
^— Puiegium, At Filby. 
Lepidium latifolium. River side at Yarmouth. 
Thlaspi arvense. Field at Caister, near Yarmouth. 
Cochlearia oj^cinalis. Salt marshes, at Yarmouth and Stolesby. 
— — • anglica. Abundant at Yarmouth, in marshes by the 

river side. 
Iberis nudicaulis, Yarmouth denes, near the south battefy. 
Trifolium omithopodioides. Yarmouth denes, by the whalie- 

bones and elsewhere. 

— scabrum, Caister hills, near Yarmouth, 

— ^— glomeratum, Yarmouth denes, by the whalebones, &c. 
— ^— suffocatum. Abundantly on Yarmouth denes. 
Medicago ^/c<i/a. Ormesby. 

falcata var.Jl. purp. On Yarmouth denes. 
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Leontooon palustre. Manhtt about Yamoutb. Mr. Turner 
remarki^ ** however different this plant certainly appears from 
the common Leontodon Taraxacum, I cannot but observe 
that I do not believe them to be specifically distinct: they 
both grow abundantly in the marshes about Yarmouth, and I 
constantly remark, that though all which are found in the 
wettest places are clearly JL. palustre, yet as the soil be- 
comes more dry, the scales of the calyx are less erect, the 
colour less purple and shining, and the leaves take r^ularly 
more and more of a runcinate form, till at last they quite 
lose themselves in the common species. " 

Carduus tenui/lorus. Every where about Yarmouth. 

Cineraria palustris. Marsh at Caister, near Yarmouth. 

Anthemis nohilis, Yarmouth denes, near the north entrance. 

Serapias longifolia. Caister and Bunham, near Yarmouth. 

TypHA anguttifolia. Common round Yarmouth. 

Carbx teretiuscula. Marshes at Caister and Mautby» near 
Yarmouth. 

— — pseudo cyperus. Near Yarmouth. 

' Oederi, On all moist Commons about Yarmouth. 

distans. Salt marshes, near Yarmouth. 

— — ampullacea. Common about Yarmouth. 

LiTTORSLLA lacustris. By the margin of Filby broad abundantly. 

Urtica pilulifera. About Yarmouth. 

Myriophyllum •oerticillatum, Caister and ^elsewhere, near 
Yarmouth. 

Atriplex laciniata. On Yarmouth beach, near the north battery. 

.-.«i_- pedunculata. Salt marshes at Yarmouth, and by the 
^de of Braydon. 

OsMUNDA regalis, Caister by Yarmouth. 
PiLULARiA globuUfera. Filby Common. 

Gymnostomum intermedium. Common on banks about Yannooth . 

— — — obtusum. On Yarmouth denes, in wet ground 
by the oil houses. 

Orthotrichum aristatum. Trees about Yarmouth. 
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Neckera heteromalla. Trees at Onnellby« 

— *— curtipenduia. Very abundant on Yarmouth denes by (l^e 

north battery, but always barren. 
Hypnum subtile. Roots of Old trees, at Ontnesby* 
nigro'viridt? Yarmouth denes. Mr. Turner thinks this 

plant is only a variety of H. cupressiforme, 
Sph^rocarpus terrestis. Abundant at Caister, and other places 

round Yarmouth. 
Lichen It/nceus. Trees not uncommon about Yarmouth* 

conspurcatus. On every church about Yarmouth. 

— •— epipolius. On most of the churches near Yarmouth. 
' corticoia. Trees very common about Yarmouth. 

— — exiguus. Old rails near the north gates, Yarmouth. 

■ varius. On the rails that separate Yarmouth from Caister. 
■ cerinus. Young trees about Yarmouth* 

— — Tumeri. Common about Yarmoutl^, but generally barren. 
' porriginosus. Elms ^ Caister, by Yarmouth. 

■ saphodes, Ach, Old trees about Yarmou^. 

' ■ ■ ' " umitinus. Common on old walls about Yarmouth and 

dsewhere. 
— — inquinans. Very common on old posts aboitt Yarmouth 
and elsewhere. 
■ < " contigttus. Very common on ttie walls of the church-yards 
about Yarmouth. 
— — cinereus. Churches and tombstones about Yarmouth. 

. fuscellus. Churches about Yarmouth. 
■» microcephalus. Caister rails. 

■ ten uissimus. Common about Yarmouth, but always barren • 

■ palmatus. On Yarmouth denes. 

■ sepincola, Caister rails. 

— — - ct/closelis, "J 

— virelius. \ Trees at Caister, by Yarmouth, and elsewhere. 

— leptahus, ) 



B B B 
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On the shore at Yarmouth, very rare. 



RiyuL\RiA elegans. Both. V 

Ulva pisifortms. > Ditches about Yarmouth. 

— pruntformis. j 

ditchotoma. On the shore at Yarmouth. 

— plumosa^ 

— furcellata, 

■ multifida, "J 

Fucus sinuosus, \ On the shore at Yarmouth. 

■ ruscifoUus, ) 

Hypoglossum. Shore at Yarmouth. 

-«— ovalis. On the shore at Yarmouth, attached to the roots of 
F. loreuSf very rare. 

Palmetta, Yarmouth beach. 

dasifphyllus. Shore at Yarmouth. 

natans. A few fragments once found on the beach at 
Yarmouth by Mr. Mason. 

ligulatus. On the beach at Yarmouth. 

barbatus. Dr. Goodenough and Mr. Woodward give for 
theu' habitat of this plant, ** among the rejectamenta of the 
sea at Yarmouth. " Mr. Turner suspects this is inaccurate, 
having never heard of its being found there. 

mucronatus. A single specimen once washed up at Yar- 
mouth, so fresh that it probably grew in the neighbourhood. 

Jibrosus. Abundant on the Yarmouth beach, in December, 
1798, but never seen before nor since. 

ceranoides. On Yarmouth beach, very sparingly. 

canaliculatus. One specimen found on Yarmouth beach by 
Mr. Wigg. 

serratus. On the Yarmouth beach. 

iaceratus. 

laciniatus, 

bifidus. >0n the shore at Yarmouth. 

edulis, 

pht/liitis, 

sacchafmus. Once found at Yarmouth bv Mr. Mason. 



\ 
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Fucus loreus. ^ 

rotundus. f On the shore at Yannouth. 

confervoides* y 

' Jlagelliformis. Shore at Yarmouth, very rare. 

Whigghii. Only three specimens were known to exist of this 

Fucus, all found at Yarmouth, till the Autumn of 1804, 
when it was abundant on the beach there. 

it/copodioidcs. Among the rejectamenta of the sea at 

Yarmouth. 

subfuscus. Common on the Norfolk coast. 



asparasoides, . 

J 1 J. >■ On the shore at Yarmouth. 
peaunculatus» 



^—^ clavellosus. Shore at Yarmoi^. 

viridis. Shore at Yarmouth ; very common in some summers, 

in others not to be found. 

Conferva mertensii, "J 
stricta. J. On the Yarmouth beach, rare. 

^— -^— . villosa. } 

byssoides. On the Yarmouth beach. 

■ rosea. On the planks by the side of the quay, and on 
Fucus vesiculosus in the Yare at Yarmouth. 
. repens. On Fucus lumbricaiis on the Yarmouth 



beach. 

— confervicola. On Conferva rupestris and Fucus 
purpurascens on the Yarmouth beach. 

— Ericetorum, Moist heaths near Yarmouth. 

— orea. Yarmouth beach. 

— Youngana, Files of Yarmouth jetty. 

— riparia. Salt pools at Yarmouth. 

— jlexuosa. Pools in the salt marshes near Yarmouth. 
— ^ bipunctata, 

— spiraiis, 
niiida. V. Pools and ditches near Yarmouth. 



— J^g^^^^' 

— genujiexa. 
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Conferva Tumeri. Yannouthbeacb. 

■ — comoides, StonesatYannouth^ near the north baitery. 
■ Borreri. Yarmouth beach. 

■ Jiacca Yarmouth beach, on the pods of F, nodosus 

and vesiculosos. 
— *— vesicata. Ditdies near the cinder ovens. 



ON THE SUFFOLK SIDE OF YARMOUTH. 

CHA.BA hispida. Bogs on Bradwdl and Bdion Commons. Upon 
this plant Mr. Turner has made tlie follpwing obaeryationay 
« Dr. Smithes idea, m English Botany, VII. t 463. that 
this plant is probably only a variety of C. vulgaris, appears 
to me by no means w^ |b^od^d, Independent of itsgreater 
size, and the deflexed acculei on the upper part of its 
stem, both which marks I have always found constant 
in all the specimens I have observed, the floral leaves have 
been three times as long as the Gerioen, which in C. vulgaris 
they scarcely equal ^ they are also far more numerous. 
Both species grow abundantly about Yarmouth^ in the same 
lurf pits, and are oft^ 4^titute of that cretaceous incnis* 
tation which in general distiogtiishes them I cannot avoid 
adding, that in my opinion, this Genus would be better left 
in the class Cryptogamia, with which its affinity Is striking, 
and in which it might tend to clear up some difficulties ^ 
and that the pellucid ring of the An<iia:a, which Hedwig 
supposed peculiar to C. vulgaris, is even more striking in 
C, kispida nnd ^egilis,"* 

■ "Jlexilis, Rivulet on Hopton Con^mon. 

■ translucens. Browston, near the water, inatuifpit. 

Utricuiaria minor. Bogs at Lound, on Gorleston Common, 
and in old turf pits at Herringfleet 

Valeriana, de^itata. In a lane leading from Fabb^s (arm at Brad- 
well to Gorleston. 
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ScHOENUs Mariscus. By tbe river, adjoining Mutford Bridge. 

,. ■■■ .1 comyressus, Flixton marshes. 

• albus. Abundant on bogs at Belton and Lound. 

SciRPue muiticaulis. Bogs on Belton Common abundantly. 

■ paucffloris. With the former, and on Bradwell common. 

— — — acicularis. Belton common. 

Alopecurus bulbosus. Most abundant in marshes by the river 
side at Belton and Burgh casde. 

PoA bulbosa, Sandy ground at Lowestoft. 

procumbens. Common in the roads and in the marshes about 

Yarmouth. 

HoRDEUM maritimum. In the greatest abundance in marshes by 
the sides of the river and of Braydon water. 

Triticum loliaceum. At Lowestoft and Gorleston. 

Centunculus minimus, Belton and Herringfleet Commons. 

RuppiA maritima. About Yarmouth not uncommon. 

TiLL^A muscosa, Belton ^d Gorleston heaths. 

Sagina maritima, Gorleston. 

Anchusa sempervirens. Burgh castle, near the gaideD9, 

Primula vulgaris var. Jiore rubro. Not very uncommon f^ 
Heningfleet and Somerleyton. A curious monstrosity 9C 
this plant, with several flowers inserted in a common calyx, 
of which the segments were much more numerous than usual^ 
was found at Henln^eet, by a member of Mr. Turner^ 
family. 

Vbrbascum puherulenium. Back of Browston hall, Herringfleet 
Common, and near Mutford bridge. 

— — — Blattaria, Once found by the river aide^ near the 
turnpike-gate, Yarmouth. 

Datura Stramonium, On Fritton heath and hedges adjoining 
veiy copiously. 

Chironia pulchelk. Wet grassy groimd at Gorl^^tgn, near t|)ip 
pier, and plentiful at Lowestoft. 

Rhamnus catharticus, Belton, by the three-mile stone. 

-»-^-i Fran^ukf In the bt§ Itev. ?fr. Nifibolls> grounds, at 

Blundeston. 
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Chenopodium ht/oridum, Yarmouth, near the river. 

olidum. About Lowestoft towards the sea» and 

hedges at Crorleston Ck>mmon. 

botrt^oides. Ditches and waste places in the 



marshes about Yarmouth, and between the cliffs and the 

sea at Lowestoft. 
Gentiana pneumonant/ie. Hopton and Gorton heaths. 
BuPLEURUM tenuissimum, Gorleston, near the pier, and by the 

sides of Braydon, near Yarmouth. 
Selinum palustrc. On Belton Common, in the beautiful grounds 

of the late Rev. Mr. Nicholls, at Blundeston, and Alder 

Carrs, atFritton. 
SiUM latifolinm. Marshes between Yarmouth and Burgh castle. 
SisoN Segetum, In the late Rev. Mr. Nicholls's grounds, at 

Blundeston. 
Oenanthe pimpinelloides. Very common by the salt marsh 

ditches about Yarmouth. 
CicuTA virosa, Oulton broad, Oulton dike, Bradwell side oi 

Fritton Broad, and elsewhere, not uncommon about Yar- 
mouth. 
Sambucus Ebulus, Near Lowestoft and Gorleston. 
Drosera lonfrifolia. Bogs at Fritton, Belton, and Lound, not 

uncommon. 

Myosurus minimus. Fields at Blundeston and Herringfleet. 

Ornithogalum umhellatum, Hopton church-yard. 

Conyallaria multifiora, Lily pits at Bradwell. Dr. Smith 
has erroneously referred this habitat in Flora Britannica to 
C. Polygonatum: our plant, (says Mr. T.) though its 
peduncles often bear only one, and seldom more than two 
flowers, is still unquestionably C. multi^ora^ and is suffi- 
« ciently distinguishable by its cylindrical stem, and the shape 
of its leaves. 

AcoRUs Calamus, Ditches near the river at Belton plentifully, and 
ditch at Burgh castle. 

Frankenia Icevis, The edges of the salt water pools near the {»er, 
at the movth of the Yare, are all beautifully fringed with 
this elegant plant. 
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RuMEX sanguineus. At Lowestoft. 

— — maritimus. By ditches on Bradwell CommoQ, and else- 
where about Yarmouth. 

Alisma ranunculoides, Lound, Hopton, and other places about 
Yarmouth, common. 

Erica Utrdix.ft, alho, Lound common. 

Pyrola rotundifolia. On Bradwell CJommon, among furze. This 
has always been considered an extraordinary habitat for a 
plant which is generally found in deep shady woods ^ but 
Mr. T. inclines to think it is not an unnatural place of 
growth, and that this Pyrola rather affects similar stations, 
from having received some specimens, gathered for him by 
a lady upon the denes at Haarlem. 

SiLENE anglica, Lound, and fields opposite Bradwell church. 

Stellaria glauca. On Burgh Common and bogs at BradwelL 

Rosa tomentosa. Hedge on Belton Common, and in the lane 
between Brsdwell and Burgh castle. 

Tormentilla reptans. Lane at Belton near Browston liall, and 
wood at Corton. 

Stratiotes aloides. At Bradwell and elsewhere about Yarmouth. 

Mentha sylvestris. At Burgh castle and by Browston hall. 
— Pulegium, At Belton. 

Ballota nigra. At Belton. 

Galbopsis versicolor. About Yarmouth. 

Pedicularis syhatica. On the 27th October, 1801, Mr. Dillwyu 
found, on Belton Common, an extraordinary variety of this 
plant, with an hypocrateriform corolla, the limb divided 
into five equal cordate segments, the stamina were rather 
prominent. Of six flowers, one only was thus irregular ; the 
remaining five preserved their natural appearance. 

Antirrhinum Linaria. Just through the turnpike-gate at HoptQn, 
on a bank, on the right of the road leading to Lowestoft. 

LiMOSELLA aquatica. Moist places on the denes at Lowestoft, 
near the fish-houses. 

Lepidium ruderale. About the river side, Yarmouth, very common. 
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Thlaspi arvense, Bdton and Lowestoft, among Mad and rfrfiigte^ 
to the right, oa approaching the town, just befove ^^'^^ypg 
to inclosures on the Pakefield road. 

I.I kirtum. Browston. 

CocHLBARiA ongltca. By the side of Braydon, and in marshes 
near the river, at Bur^ castle, plentifully, 

iBtR'is nudicaulis. On Fritton and Behon heaths. 
Erysimum cheiranthoides, AtBeiton. 

' • prttcox. Hedge on Bradwell Common. 

TuRRlTis glabra, Flirton. 

Erodium moschatum. On Bradwell Common, doubtful if wild. 

Lathyrus palustris. Marshes at Flixton, and between Bmigh 

castle and the river. 
ViciA lathyroides. Sandy ground at Burgh castle. 
Tripouum omiihopodioides. Near the sea at Lowestoft, atid 

meadow adjoining the turnpike-gate, Yarmouth. 

maritimum. Salt marshes, near Yarmouth. 

— — scahrum. Hills at Gorleston, inmiediatdy abov6 the 
ferry. 

glomeratum, Gorleston, with the forma:. 

■ suffocaiutn. At Lowestoft 



Mbdicago^/co^^i, var,jflorihu8 violaceis, iuteis, et viresceniiSus. 

Fidds at Bradwell and Burgh castle. 
SoNCHUs palustris. Ditches under Burgh castle. 
LeontodoN palustfe. Marshes over the North ffefry, YaAnontii, 

and on Bradwell and Hopton Commons. 
Carduus tenuiflorus. Not uncommon near the sea and every 

where about Yarmouth. 

pratensis. Marsh at Bradwell. 

Gnaphauum rectum, Belton Common, hedge by Corton wood» 
on the road from Yarmouth to Lowestoft, and side of the 
road from Yarmouth to Beccles, by the four-mile stone. 

Inula crithmoides. On the sQa coast. 

Anthemis nobilis, Blundeston, Bradwell, and other Commons 
about Yarmouth, 
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CeaYSANTnEMtJiic inodorumjlare magno plenissinto* Vomd lot 

a field near Lound. 
Satyrium viride. Marshes at Bradwdl. 

Maiaxis paludosa, Belton Common and Ashby-wanea abundantly^ 
Lemna minor. ^ These plants regularly flower in June every yeikr, 
■ trimlcaXui marges at Bradwdl; but though abundant 

in other places about Vaimoath, axe never to be found . 

otherwise than barren. 
Casex curta. Flixton marshes. 

■ teretiuscuia* Bradwell Common. 

■ pseudo cyperus, Btadwell. 

■ Oederi, Bradwell^' Beltdn, and Lound Commons. 
— — — extensa. Marshes adjoinining the river, atTa^rmoUth. 

■ binerois. Corton and other heaths, near Yarmouth. 
distans. Sides of salt marsh ditches by CobHolm, 

Yarmouth. 

' ampullacea. Very common on Bradwell and Lound bogs. 

■ ' filiformis^ Bogs at Lound. 

LiTTORELLA kcustns. By the margin of Oulfon Broad near Low- 
estoft plentifully, and Belton Common. 

Urtica pilulifsra. Abundant under old walls at Gorle&tOn and 
about Lowestoft. 

Ceratophyllum submersum. Bitches at Gorleston. 

Myriopuyllum verticiliatum. Bradwell and Goileston. 

Salix Lambertiana. Bradwell. 

— Forbi/ana, Ditto. 

— ianceolata. Ditto. 

argentea? Plantation at Hopton. 

I rosmarinifolia. Ditto. 

Atripi^ex peduncuiata. Shore of Biaydon. 

Equisbtxtm Jlwoiatile. Wet hedge, at Lowestoft. 

OsMUNDA regalis. Fens at Hopton and near Browston hall, and 

bogs at Fritton and Blundeston. 
Lycopodium immdatum. Lound and Belton Commons, and 

Herringfleet north border. 

CCC 
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AspiDiUM Theiypteris. Lound, Hopton, and Bradwell Commons, 

and at Blundeston grounds. 
■ lobaium, Belton, not uncommon. 

■ Oreopteris, Bradwell. 
PiLuiARiA globiUifera, Wet places on Hopton Common. 

Phascum serratum. Fields and waste places at Bradwell. 

Sphaonum squarrosum. Bogs on Belton common. This beauti- 
ful new Sphagnum is mentioned in the Muscologits 
Hibemicas Spicilegium, as a recent discovery in the Her- 
cynian forest. 

Gymnostomum intermedium. Very common on hedges at Brad- 
well and elsewhere about Yarmouth. 

■ obtusum. On the ground by the river side, near 

Yarmouth. 

fasciculare, Belton Common. 



Splachnum ampullaceum, Belton bogs. 
Grimkha starJceana. Side of a clay pit at Belton. 
ToRTULA rigida. Clay pit at Bradwell. 

cuneifolia, Sandy bank at Hopton Common 

Dicranum varium. Pits at Bradwell, called Lily Pits. 

■ cerviculatuJTk Belton and Bradwell Commons, plen- 
tiful. 

— — - Jtejruosum, Ibid. 

■ crispum. Bank at Herringfleet, near the hall. 

■ pusillum, Bradwell Common. 
viridissimum. Very common on trees about Yarmouth, 



but never found in fruit. 
PoLYTRiCHUM Dicksoui, Sandy banks about Hopton and Lound. 
Orthotrichum diaphanum. Trees about Yarmouth. 



aristatum 



■I- 



Neckera heteromalla. \ ^^ ^^^^ Yarmouth, common. 



— r- curtipendula. Thatch of the boat-house at Herringfleet 

Bryum bicolor. Marsh adjoinining the turnpike-gate, Yarmouth. 
■ nutans. Belton Common and Ashby warren. 



* cameum. Ditches at Bradwell. 
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Hypnum subtile. Lower part of the trunks of trees at Belton. 

■ stramineutn. Bogs at Belton, near Browston ball, and 
on the heath. 

■ muraie. At the foot of the wall of Herringfleet hall. 

piliferufn. Shady bogs on Bradwell Common. 

cordifolium. Bogs on Belton, Bradwell, and Herringfleet 

Commons. Mr. Wigg, of Yarmouth, was the first botanist 

who found this moss in England. 
JuNGERMANNiA pulcherrima. Dry banks on Lound heath. 
SpHiGROCARPUs terrestris. Fields at Burgh, Belton, Bradwell, 

and the other villages about Yarmouth: more frequently 

among turnips than clover, and often on trees: always 

with Riccia glauca, 
Riccix jftuitans. Ditch by a small plantation at Hopton. 
Lichen impolitus. About Yarmouth, abundantly. 

— rubens. Gate-post at Lound and rails at Burgh castle. 
■ scabrosus, Bradwell church-yard. 

■ li/nceus. Trees at Herringfleet decoy. 

■ ' ■ epipolius. Walls of Burgh castle, and Goileston, Bradwell, 
and most other churches in the county* 

■ ■ corticola. Very common on trees about Yarmouth. 

■ aromaticus, Gorlestonand other churches near Yarmouth. 

abietinus. Old oaks at Hopton and Herringfleet . 

' ■ conspurcatus. On Gorleston and almost every other 
church about Yarmouth. 

— — contiguus. Walls of Gorleston church-yard. 

' umbnnus. Abundant on old walls and churches about 

Yarmouth. 
' ' tesseilatus. Wall of Gorleston. 

■ inquinans. Very common on gate-posts about Yarmoirth. 
— — cinereus. Churches and tombstones at Gorleston and 

elsewhere. 
— — — uliginosus, Bradwell and Lound heaths. 

quadricolor. Heath at Ashby, and Herringfleet norfli 
border. 
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CoNFE RVA gemiftexa. Clay pit about Yarmouth. 

■ mutabUis, On the stems of reeds in pools at Brad well 
and Hopton. 

— — — atra. Rivulet on Hopton Common. 

«— — « rosea. On the planks in the Yare» by Yarmouth. 

The habitat of this beautiful Conferva had been known to 

Mr. Wigg above twenty years, and for some time to Mr. 

Turner, before Mr. Sowerby's discovery of it, at Yarmouth^ 

in 1797. 
— — *— vivipara, Bradwell and Hopton, in the small planta- 



tion and other places. 

— gonata, Lound, on pebbles by the run. 

— protensa. On sticks by the side of Browston water. 

— pectinalis. Ho{»ton. 

— sordida. Ditto. 

— distort a. Ditch on Lound heath. 

^— lubrica, Hopton, Lound, and Herringfleet 
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